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Funding Announced for Local Authorities to carry 

out biodiversity projects through the Local 

Biodiversity Action Fund – September 2022 

Local 
Authority 

Project Type Project Description 2022 

Carlow  Biodiversity 
Enhancement 

The Carlow Graveyards project is a one-year 
pilot project that has identified two graveyards 
in Carlow town that offer meaningful benefits 
to actions to encourage communities to 
increase the biodiversity of the area.  

€15,300 

Carlow  Biodiversity 
Awareness 

The Carlow County Library Service consists of 
four buildings and curtilage in four different 
towns of Carlow, namely Bagenalstown, Borris, 
Tullow and Carlow. The project aims to assist 
the local community read the wild landscape 
that we wish to nurture within the curtilage of 
the library domain. The community, of various 
ages and backgrounds, will be encouraged to 
read about the ‘wild’ in book form in the 
library and then go outside the building to 
learn how to read the ‘wild’ in nature. 

€8,500 

Carlow  Pollinators The one-year projects aims to offer the 
community an opportunity to sit down and 
take in some of the biodiversity, in what is a 
concrete business space. This will be facilitated 
by appropriate planters, made from recycled 
materials, which are planted with pollinator 
friendly plants.  

€8,500 

Cavan Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education 

This project aims to connect communities with 
their neighbouring farms in a supportive way 
to build an understanding of the role of local 
land-use and biodiversity for sustainable 
communities 

€10,200 

Cavan Wetlands 
Survey 

A data consolidation study was undertaken in 
2021 as part of phase 1 of this project.  Under 
Phase II further development of the wetland 
map will be undertaken in particular to map 
the extent of the potential wetland 
undertaken in 2021.  A targeted field survey of 
wetlands in County Cavan will be carried out 
to build on the preliminary inventory of 
wetlands compiled during CNWS 2021.   

€8,500 
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Cavan Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education 

Funding was secured through NBAP to 
undertake a new biodiversity plan for Cavan in 
2021. This year's funding will:  
• promote the launch of the plan through local 
media, a competition aimed at young people 
and communities throughout the county.  
Funding will allow us to undertake a good, 
sharp, efficient PR campaign. 
• Commission high quality images for the plan 
including interaction with biodiversity 
• Establishment of a Biodiversity Steering 
Group to oversee implementation of the plan, 
funding will allow for a facilitator to work with 
group to establish vision, aims and terms of 
reference. 

€4,000 

Cavan Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education 

This Project will undertake a programme of 
engagement with communities throughout 
Cavan to raise awareness of biodiversity.  
Programmes will be inter-generational 
targeting school children and older people 
alike.  Projects will include: 
Preparation of local biodiversity plans; 
Continuation of the successful pollinator 
friendly towns and villages; 
Vegetation Management within Historic 
Graveyards; 
Creative response to responding to 
biodiversity through art and poetry 
culminating in an exhibition; 
Targeting Invasive Species through community 
programmes 

€15,100 

Cavan IAS Feasibility 
Study 

A feasibility study for the management of 
invasive species in County Cavan, which aims 
to consider the practicality of managing IAS on 
a county-wide basis specifically Nuttall 
Waterweed. 

€10,200 

Clare IAS Review & 
Education 

This project will develop a comprehensive 
online resource tool kit is needed as a “go to” 
resource for the public and community groups 
as well as Local Authority staff. The public 
require information on the management of 
invasive species in private land, public land 
and while working near water. This will assist 
in giving the correct advice on how to identify, 
manage and treat IAS.                                                                                    
The second part of this application is a critical 
review of the constant effort in the elimination 

€12,750 
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programme of Knotweed species and Giant 
Hogweed undertaken by the Municipal 
Districts (MD) Offices in Clare County Council 
over the past number of years. 

Clare Wetlands 
Survey 

The aim of the project is to select and survey a 
selection of wetland sites to Fossitt habitat 
Level 3 and assess their biodiversity value and 
any correspondence with EU Annex I habitats. 

€20,000 

Clare Burren 
Protected 
species Survey 

This project aims to continue to survey and to 
determine the current status of the rare, 
threatened and characteristic plants of the 
Burren.  

€3,000 

Clare Biodiversity 
Awareness 

The Hare’s Corner project offers landowners 
practical and accessible support in enhancing 
biodiversity on their land through creation of 
habitats such as ponds, native orchards, and 
mini woodlands.  

€4,250 

Clare Biodiversity 
Awareness 

A second round of applications for The Hare's 
Corner was announced in June 2022. In 
response to this we have received 121 
applications from landowners in County Clare. 
These funds will help us support more 
participants in carrying out biodiversity 
actions.  

€25,520 

Clare Birds - Barn 
Owl Survey 

There is baseline knowledge of Barn Owl 
distribution and abundance in County Clare. 
We propose to build on this, through 1) 
implementing a citizen science and strategic 
survey to assess the status, trends and 
breeding performance of Barn Owls and to 
identify their conservation requirements, 2) 
implementing a nest box scheme to provide 
suitable sites for Barn Owls, through which we 
will with landowners and local community 
groups to help build capacity for Barn Owl 
conservation in the county 

€12,750 
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Clare  IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps (as 
detailed in business case attached).  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Cork City  Bat Survey Survey of Lesser Horseshoe Bats in selected 
areas within Cork City  

€17,000 

Cork City  IAS - Japanese 
Knotweed & 
Winter 
Heliotrope 

Removal of Japanese Knotweed & Winter 
Heliotrope at Beaumont Quarry 

€12,750 

Cork County  IAS - Bride 
River Valley 

Cork County Council, in partnership with the 
Bride Valley Farming with Nature Team and 
funded by the NBAP scheme commenced in 
2019 to work on a 3 year project to survey, 
map and treat invasive alien species along the 
river. 

€10,000 

Cork County  Habitat Survey  Cork CoCo will commission ecological survey 
and the preparation of a Conservation 
Management Plan for lands owned and 
managed by Cork County Council at Garrylucas 
Beach. 

€6,800 

Cork County  Wetland 
Restoration 

As part of the ongoing works to continue to 
improve the quality and extent of Harpers 
Island Wetlands for waterbirds, we will carry 
out drain widening works on a section of drain 
within an area of wet grassland in close 
proximity to a previously created wetland 
scrape on the island. 

€4,250 

Cork County  Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education  

It is proposed through this project to raise 
awareness amongst water users of the 
wetlands and waterbirds heritage of Cork 
harbour particularly focusing on promoting 
and encouraging responsible behaviour 
around important feeding, roosting and 
breeding areas for birds. The campaign will 
involve the development of informational 
signage to be deployed at particularly sensitive 
locations in the water or on the shoreline; and 
direct communication with boating clubs, 

€8,500 



5 
 

commercial entities and other relevant users 
using information leaflets and social media. 

Donegal Wetland Survey The proposed Phase II Wetland Survey of 
County Donegal builds on Phase I undertaken 
by Wetland Surveys Ireland & Foss 
Environmental Consulting.  Last year, a 
database of wetland sites based on a review of 
the literature was established, and a desktop 
analysis to compile a map of 898 potential 
wetland sites was undertaken.  Phase II will 
aim to refine the extent, distribution and types 
of wetland in County Donegal in order to 
provide biodiversity information to inform 
decision-making.   

€16,235 

Donegal  Birds - Snipe The aim of this project will be to establish the 
range of habitats in which Snipes occur in 
County Donegal and obtain a baseline 
population estimate from a sample survey.  

€18,360 

Donegal  IAS & Dune  It is proposed to initiate dune restoration and 
visitor management of the affected ecosystem 
at Marble Hill Dunes : 
§ Management of invasions that are already 
widely spread by physical removal and 
treatment; 
§ Initiate a continuous surveillance system and 
a contingency plan with the National Parks & 
Wildlife Service; 
§ Early detection and rapid eradication of new 
invasions; 
§ Ensure sustainable visitor management with 
signage and fencing to restrict access across 
the dunes; and  
§ Ensure that all stakeholders are given early 
and effective opportunities to participate in 
the project, where necessary. 

€13,408 
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Dublin City Habitat Survey 
- Otters 

This project aims to collect Otter spraint 
samples for genetic testing from the 
Owendoher, Dodder, Whitechurch, Tolka and 
Liffey Rivers as well as the Royal and Grand 
Canals within Dublin City. Results will provide 
an estimation of otter population numbers as 
well as family sizes, levels of inbreeding 
(genetic health), habitat associations and the 
spatial tracking of individuals in Dublin city 
watercourses.  

€3,868 

Dublin City Birds - 
Riverbirds 
Survey  

This project aims to determine the presence, 
distribution, relative abundance and breeding 
status of the aforementioned bird species 
along the rivers Liffey, Santry, Dodder and 
Tolka in Dublin.  

€3,230 

Dublin City IAS - Mink 
Trapping 

Traps will be placed from Rathfarnham Bridge 
to Ballsbridge along the Dodder and the 
Owendoher. Traps will remain in place 
throughout the duration of the survey and 
checked daily.  The costs for the project 
includes mink cages and wooden box covers to 
conceal traps from public view. 

€5,355 

Dublin City  IAS - Mink 
Trapping 

Traps will be placed along the Tolka And Liffey 
rivers. Traps will remain in place throughout 
the duration of the survey and checked daily.  
The costs for the project includes mink cages 
and wooden box covers to conceal traps from 
public view. 

€4,310 

Dún 
Laoghaire 

Hedgerow & 
IAS  

In 2021 DLR completed surveys and appraisals 
of 189 county boundary hedgerows which 
shows that ca 37% are in unfavourable and 
highly unfavourable condition and connectivity 
is very poor. A second set of surveys for 2022 
is planned and identify any actions coming out 
of the 2021 and 2022 surveys. This 
information is valuable in informing our 
policies and plans. The information feeds into 
our County Biodiversity Action Plan and 
County Development Plan and will assist in 
developing the DLR green infrastructure 
strategy. This project includes treatment of 
Giant Hogweed and American Skunk Cabbage, 
IAS that pose a threat to our biodiversity 
(Target 2.1.9.) occurs in one of our most 
significant wildlife corridors – the Brides Glen. 

€48,000 
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Dún 
Laoghaire 

IAS - Survey & 
Treatment 

Ballyman Glen SAC occurs on the boundaries 
of DLR and Wicklow and the County Brook 
stream flows through the glen. A number of 
reports for the area of the SAC and adjacent 
private lands have indicated the presence of 
invasive alien species (IAS). This project will 
survey and treat the invasive alien species. 

€18,500 

Fingal Wetland 
Restoration 

Fingal County Council wishes to restore 3 acres 
of wetland at the St. Itas Wetlands local nature 
reserve near Portrane. 

€15,000 

Fingal Wetland 
Protection 

Fingal County Council wishes to install 1.2km 
of post and wire fencing in the Turvey Nature 
Park to expand the area for grazing and reduce 
disturbance by dogs to wildlife in the park. The 
area that is to be fenced off comprises of rank 
grassland, wetland and bramble scrub. The 
Council wishes to graze these lands with native 
livestock breeds at a low stocking density of 
around 0.3LU/HA. 

€15,000 

Fingal Biodiversity 
Plan 

Fingal County Council and the Howth Golf Club 
wish to prepare a Biodiversity Plan for the 
Howth Golf course. The Howth Golf course is 
surrounded by the Howth Head SAC, which 
has been subject to various ecological studies 
to date. Very little is known about the 
ecological value of the golf club itself and what 
enhancement opportunities exist that would 
benefit both the golf club lands and the SAC 
lands.  

€6,000 

Fingal Bird Survey - 
Herring Gull  

Dr Adam Kane at UCD has secured funding 
through SFI for a project on the movement 
ecology of herring gulls in Dublin City. The aim 
of the project is to uncover how this 
contentious species uses its habitat both at 
natural colonies and urban nest sites. 
Balbriggan was not covered by the original SFI 
funding application and Fingal County Council 
wishes to expand Dr Kane’s project by adding 
8no extra GPS units (UvA-BiTS) and associated 
equipment to his project to get a better 
understanding of the ecology and movements 
of Herring gulls in Balbriggan.  

€8,000 
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Galway City 
Co 

Woodland 
Awareness and 
training 

The project will involve: - 
· An updated and published Biodiversity 
Report for BarnaWoods 
· Implementation of actions listed as short 
term and medium term  
· Design of site based & web friendly maps 
with interpretative material 
· Formal establishment of the Friends of Barna 
Woods & Lough Rusheen Bay 
Volunteers, including Leadership and Safety 
Training. 
· Design of content, Printing and fabrication & 
installation of 4 No. site based A1 signs 

€20,183 

Galway City 
Co 

Wetlands 
Restoration 

Galway City Co will procure a consultant to 
conduct a feasibility study of potential for 
wetland restoration/creation options at 
Ballyloughane Beach wetlands, for the 
purpose of providing a nature-based solution 
for stormwater treatment and 
enhancement of biodiversity. 

€4,250 

Galway City 
Co 

IAS Recreation & Amenity Department in Galway 
City Co have identified 23 instances 
of IAS within the City boundary. The intention 
is to manage, control and eradicate the IAS 
from these sites while simultaneously adding 
new sites to the management plan as they are 
identified. In addition to this we intend to raise 
awareness among community groups, 
businesses and individuals as to the 
identification, obligations and legal 
responsibilities should a sighting occur. 

€20,400 

Galway City 
Co 

Biodiversity 
Land banks 

Galway City Council are seeking funding to 
procure a consultant to conduct a desktop 
study to prepare a GIS map of ecological 
corridors and stepping stones, for the purpose 
of protecting and enhancing these features 
into the future. 

€5,000 

Galway 
County 

Biodiversity & 
Pollinator 
Enhancement 

The primary aim of Biodiversity & Pollinator 
Action Plans is to provide a framework for 
protecting, managing and/or enhancing 
natural heritage in each municipal district 
through actions led by the local authority 
(Area Office) and the local community in 
Connemara, Ballinasloe, Loughrea, 
Athenry/Oranmore Municipal Districts. 

€6,587 



9 
 

Galway 
County 

Birds Survey We will undertake a comprehensive survey of 
breeding birds on blanket bogs in the 
Connemara Bog Complex SPA to understand 
the species present, the importance of these 
sites and to inform their future management 

€10,455 

Galway 
County 

Biodiversity 
Training  

It is proposed to deliver Biodiversity training to 
relevant Galway County Council staff online. 
This training will assist in the delivery of the 
biodiversity and pollinator plans at Municipal 
District Level. It is also needed as there are a 
lot of new staff members who need to be 
trained up on biodiversity matters.  

€3,764 

Galway 
County 

IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps (as 
detailed in business case attached).  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Galway 
County 

Biodiversity 
Training  

Considering significant interest for training 
materials on the sustainable management of 
spaces, Galway County Council Heritage Office 
and the Community Water Officer for Galway 
engaged specialists in environmental 
education. The aim is to develop a practical 
training course and accompanying resources 
to upskill attendees in sustainable practices 
when looking after their green and blue 
spaces.  

€12,580 

Galway 
County 

IAS - Gunnera  It is proposed to target some of the relatively 
few infestations of Himalayan balsam that are 
present in the Clifden area at this time. 
Further treatment of other Gunnera 
infestations, targeted Japanese knotweed 
infestations and the two localised infestations 
of Himalayan knotweed will be treated with 
herbicide in September 2022. The areas that 
were treated in May/June 2022 will be 
monitored and retreated, as necessary. 

€5,228 
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Galway 
County 

Birds - Barn 
Owl 

We will continue on from 2021 to foster links 
with local community groups and landowners 
to implement practical conservation initiatives, 
to take advantage of the recent increases and 
to help secure the future of Barn Owl 
populations in the county. We will build and 
install nest boxes in suitable locations in east 
Galway, in addition to monitoring known nest 
sites in the county to assess their occupancy, 
breeding success and to address any 
conservation requirements at individual sites 
to ensure these sites remain suitable and 
protected.  

€2,975 

Galway 
County 

Wetlands North East Galway Wetland Audit 2021 
recommended that sites be prioritised for field 
survey should include those that have not 
been surveyed in detail in the past and those 
that are likely to contain wetland habitats of 
high conservation importance. Therefore, it is 
hoped to survey 15 such sites in 2022. It is 
proposed to survey 5 bog sites, 5 fen sites and 
5 turloughs sites of high conservation 
importance.   

€12,750 

Galway 
County 

IAS - Gunnera  It is proposed to treat Gunnera stands along 
the roadsides and river in the Clifden area and 
in some of the other areas around the town 
that support large populations of the species.  

€5,228 

Kerry Dunes The project aims to implement best practices 
in the protection and restoration of sand dune 
habitats designated within Natura 2000 sites 
in County Kerry.   

€15,300 

Kerry IAS  Management and Treatment of Japanese 
knotweed and awareness raising of invasive 
species within the Daingean Uí Chúis 
Municipal District located on the Dingle 
Peninsula, West Kerry.   

€26,350 

Kerry Biodiversity 
Awareness 

In partnership with community groups and in 
line with the NBAP and actions flowing from 
KCC’s recently drafted Biodiversity Action Plan 
2022-2028, we will support local biodiversity 
projects in three Municipal Districts:  Tralee; 
Daingean Uí Chúis and Castleisland MD. 

€5,270 
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Kildare Biodiversity 
Training  

The project will provide Online 
workshops/mentoring facilitated by an 
ecologist to support to the Local 
Implementation Groups in 22 towns and 
villages across Kildare delivering on 
Community Biodiversity Action Plans & An 
online training on action that Residents 
Associations can take for biodiversity in each 
of the 5 Municipal Districts 

€10,200 

Kildare IAS - Control & 
Training 

In 2021, UCD developed a management 
strategy to control Himalayan balsam along 
the river Liffey in Kildare. Phase two of the 
project proposes to test the methodology 
developed with a limited number of 
communities in Kildare along the river to 
control Himalayan balsam .This will allow us to 
quantify the remainder of the work in terms of 
time and resource requirements.  
Part 2 of this project will provide training on 
the management of invasive species for local 
authority staff.  

€17,000 

Kildare Wetlands -
Education 

A Kildare Wetlands Story Map and Kildare 
Wetlands Brochure will be developed. 

€14,450 

Kildare Biodiversity 
Plan 

Kildare County Council proposes to prepare 
the County Kildare Biodiversity Plan in Q4 
2022. In order to inform this process, it is 
proposed to prepare a document that outlines 
the biodiversity profile of the county in terms 
of species, habitats, threat and opportunities. 
The document will also identify any potential 
GIS datasets and layers than can be imported 
to the KCC GIS system to inform our County 
Green Infrastructure Strategy 

€6,350 

Kilkenny Biodiversity & 
Pollinator 
Awareness 

Biodiversity & Pollinator Corridors (Phase 1) - 
To identify existing and potential biodiversity 
and pollinator corridors in County Kilkenny.                                               

€10,200 

Kilkenny Birds - Barn 
Owl 
Programme 

To provide expert biodiversity & pollinator 
advice and support to the 7 communities in 
Co. Kilkenny  

€6,300 

Kilkenny Birds - Swift 
Programme 

Implement the recommendations of the 
Kilkenny Swift Audit and Citizen Science 
Programme. 

€8,755 

Kilkenny IAS Control invasive species at Silaire Wood and 
Woodstock Gardens & Estate, based on 
recommendations from the 2 Invasive Species 
Management Plans funded by NBAP in 2021.  

€22,950 
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Laois Wetlands A desk study of wetlands in Laois was carried 
out in 2021 with the assistance of the NBAP. 
Wetland Surveys Ireland were appointed in 
2021 to carry out two phases of the Wetland 
Survey, the desk study in 2021 and a selected 
field study in 2022. This year we w will 
increase the number of sites studied in detail 
on the ground from c20 to c30. 

€31,450 

Laois Biodiversity 
Awareness 

Radio Awareness campaign on All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan alongside Westmeath and 
Offaly CoCo and support Birdwatch Ireland 
podcast series "In Your Nature’.  

€4,250 

Laois Biodiversity 
Awareness 

Enhancing Biodiversity at Timahoe Monastic 
Site. 

€10,998 

Laois Biodiversity 
Awareness 

Portlaoise Low Carbon Town: An Choill Beag in 
Primary Schools, it is proposed to plant 3 
small, dense native woodland habitats on 
school campuses and another at Laois 
Education Centre as an educational resource 
for teachers with bespoke signage as part of 
new a Biodiversity Demonstration site. 

€17,000 

Leitrim Community 
Biodiversity / 
Pollinator 
Project 

This project seeks to work with 6 local 
community groups to deliver 6 Local 
Biodiversity Action / Pollinator Plans, 
supporting training and outreach events. The 
overall aim of this initiative is to equip local 
community voluntary groups with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to plan for 
biodiversity in their local area and to ensure it 
has minimum negative impact and maximum 
benefit for the local environment.   

€25,500 

Leitrim Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education 

Farming for Biodiversity, this is a proposal to 
run a farming biodiversity project in 
partnership with the Leitrim Sustainable 
Agricultural Group, which will support farmers 
across the County to protect, enhance and 
restore biodiversity and habitats.  

€19,125 

Leitrim IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 
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Limerick  Birds - Barn 
Owl Survey 

We propose to build on the existing 
information, through implementing a citizen 
science and strategic survey to assess the 
status, trends and breeding performance of 
Barn Owls and to identify their conservation 
requirements in the county. The survey will 
serve to increase our understanding of the 
health of Barn Owl populations in the county 
and to ensure that nest sites are safe guarded, 
while building capacity at a local level for Barn 
Owl conservation to secure the future of the 
species in the county.  

€13,157 

Limerick  IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Limerick  Wetlands 
Survey 

The survey is designed to provide a baseline 
survey of Limerick wetlands with a view to 
securing their protection. It will also allow an 
assessment of their role in the county as 
helping with both climate adaptation (i.e. their 
presence helping with flood control) or climate 
mitigation (their role as carbon sinks). It will 
also help with the Article 10 requirement of 
the Habitats Directive in that it will also give an 
indication of their distribution and potential as 
stepping stone habitats.  

€15,725 

Longford IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 
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Longford Hedgerow 
Survey 

The County Longford Hedgerow Project 2022, 
is a two-strand initiative with 
regard to our historic hedgerows in County 
Longford. The first strand will review sites 
surveyed as part of the County Longford 
Hedgerow Survey 2006, and develop a new 
desktop survey compiling all subsequent 
datasets into a new database with GIS outputs, 
which will form the basis of further field 
surveys. 

€21,250 

Longford Birds - Barn 
Owl  

Longford County Council will undertake a barn 
owl research and engagement programme 
commencing 2022, in partnership with The 
Barn Owl Project. The purpose of this project 
will be to firstly identify the presence of the 
species in the county and work with key 

€2,500 

Longford Birds - Swift 
Conservation 

There has been an ongoing collaboration and 
support of the Longford branch of Swift 
Conservation Ireland by Longford County 
Council, which has successfully boosted and 
created new swift colonies, in particular the 
flagship colony at St Mel’s College. Many of 
the existing boxes are coming to the end of 
their life, and this project seeks to replace and 
deliver new proprietary swift nest boxes. 

€2,275 

Longford Biodiversity 
Awareness 

It is intended to support a series of directly 
engaged and community-engaged heritage 
awareness and education projects, in 2022 
which are aimed at both adults and children. 
On foot of requests by community groups in 
the county in recent years, this is a small grant 
scheme to provide support to community and 
heritage groups in the county to undertake 
targeted biodiversity surveys, including tree 
surveys, pollinator surveys, and habitat 
surveys. 

€24,000 

Louth  Dune 
Assessment 

We are seeking funding to carry out an 
assessment of recreational damage to sand 
dunes at Seapoint, east of Termonfeckin in a 
pNHA immediately adjacent to an SAC and to 
plan for a controlled and minimally damaging 
public access route through them. 

€2,550 

Louth  Birds - Little 
Tern  

This Project aims to support the Louth Nature 
Trust maintain the favourable conservation 
condition of Little Tern (A195) in the Boyne 
Estuary SPA (004080). 

€27,450 
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Louth  Birds - Swifts 
Survey 

To undertake a detailed survey of breeding 
Swifts in 49 localities across Co. Louth to 
establish a detailed picture of the distribution 
of nesting Swifts in the county. The data 
collected will allow planners and decision 
makers to effectively manage for Swifts at site 
level, helping to conserve this important part 
of Louth’s urban heritage. 

€13,090 

Louth  Birds - Swift 
Boxes 

The aim of this supplementary project is to use 
the data from the ongoing survey and to build, 
erect and install 40 swift nest boxes in several 
locations around County Louth, to bolster 
existing colonies and to replace lost nesting 
cavities. The Heritage Officer will ensure that 
the erection of nest boxes does not damage 
architectural heritage 

€5,000 

Louth  Habitat Survey We seek this funding in order to hire in expert 
ecological consultants with proven experience 
of managing grazing for biodiversity 
conservation and also of controlling 
pressure/damage from recreational visitors. 
We want them to develop detailed, site 
specific guidance and recommendations for 
grazing (commencement and termination 
dates and intensity) on a site. 

€7,000 

Louth  Wetlands- 
Education 

We would aim to use the short film on Ardee 
Bog to enhance learning in local schools and 
believe it would be suitable for all learning 
styles to learn about Irish raised bogs, Ardee 
Bog specifically, and all the flora and fauna 
living there. 

€5,000 

Mayo  Wetlands 
Survey 

It is now proposed to commence Phase 2 of 
the Mayo Wetlands project – Field Survey of 
Mayo Wetland Sites. Due to the size of the 
county, and the extent and diversity of 
wetland habitats, it is proposed to undertake 
the field survey on a phased basis over the 3 
next years.  

€27,600 

Mayo  IAS - Himalayan 
Balsam 

The biology of Himalayan balsam dictates that 
any control programme will be multi-annual, 
reflecting the fact that the some seeds remain 
viable in the soil up to two seasons after being 
shed. This proposal recommends conducting 
manual control on all Himalayan balsam plants 
that can impact on the Greenway over ca. 3 
years, commencing in May 2022. 

€13,600 
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Mayo  Biodiversity 
Enhancement 

The development of the Raheens Biodiversity 
Park is being undertaken on a phased basis, 
proposed elements include trails, seating 
areas, interpretation, screening, pollinator 
areas, native planting, boundary hedging etc. 

€6,800 

Mayo  Biodiversity 
Education 

The aim of the Community Biodiversity 
Education Programme is to ensure that 
biodiversity is integrated into the activities of 
local communities, including Tidy Towns and 
local graveyard committees. It is proposed to 
deliver a targeted biodiversity training 
programme to communities in Mayo which 
will include theoretical sessions and practical 
workshops and field trips.  

€8,400 

Mayo  IAS - Gunnera 
tinctoria 

A proof-of-concept conservation grazing 
project targeted at Giant rhubarb (Gunnera 
tinctoria), using Old Irish Goats, was 
undertaken in Mulranny in 2021. This project 
proved successful - the goats thrived and 
grazed the Gunnera leaves and stalks very 
effectively. However, qualitative and 
quantitative data is needed to accurately 
assess the efficacy of goat grazing to affect the 
viability of the plant and successfully control 
Gunnera. It is proposed to commence a pilot 
academic research project in 2022 in 
partnership with the Atlantic Technological 
University (ATU), Old Irish Goat Society (OIGS), 
NPWS and Mayo County Council. 

€7,950 

Meath Biodiversity 
Awareness 

Meath CoCo aims to carry Biodiversity Surveys 
and Audits in the county. They will undertake 
biodiversity audits in three key settlements in 
Meath: Navan, Trim and Kells. A baseline 
biodiversity survey in the Hill of Lloyd 
Grassland and Review of Balrath Wood 
Management Plan (2008). 

€36,381 

Meath Biodiversity 
Enhancement 

The aim of this project is to work in 
partnership with Sonairte and key 
stakeholders to deliver a programme of 
community biodiversity projects in 2022. 

€13,666 

Monaghan Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Education 

This project aims to connect communities with 
their neighbouring farms in a supportive ways 
to build an understanding of the role of local 
land-use and biodiversity for sustainable 
communities.  Cavan and Monaghan counties 
are similar in terms of land use, habitats and 
type of farming enterprises. 

€10,000 
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Monaghan Pollinator The purchase of a min-grazer to cut and lift 
grass could be a game-changer for the 
improved management of verges and 
meadows right across the council area.  It 
would allow for additional areas to be brought 
into the programme and make AIPP practices 
the cultural norm in the organisation.  

€12,250 

Monaghan  Wetland Survey This two-year project will identify wetlands 
from the Monaghan Wetland Database of 711 
sites, on which conservation works to improve 
biodiversity outcomes and climate 
mitigation/adaptation can be undertaken, in 
order to prioritise conservation effort and 
expenditure.  

€25,550 

Offaly Biodiversity 
Enhancement 

Syngefield Demesne represents one of 
Council’s largest land holdings and the plan is 
to see how it can be managed to maximise 
biodiversity and carbon capture. It is planned 
that fencing off the demesne woodland along 
the river; replanting demesne oaks; planting 
native species to provide groves which will 
also screen the business park; reinstate a 
remnant hedge; survey species present; 
update tree report; grassland management 
will all be considered. 

€15,000 

Offaly Habitat Study Bryophytes on the Camcor Tributary study €1,700 

Offaly Birds - Barn 
Owl 

In 2021, with the support of NBAP funding, we 
undertook a countywide survey of Barn Owls 
which provided new information on the status 
and trends of Barn Owl populations in County 
Offaly. We now hope to build on this platform, 
to continue to foster links with local 
community groups and landowners to 
implement practical conservation initiatives, to 
take advantage of the recent increases and to 
help secure the future of Barn Owl populations 

€5,248 

Offaly Biodiversity 
Awareness 

Biodiversity Ads on Midlands Radio €5,173 

Offaly Biodiversity 
Awareness 

The “In Your Nature Podcast” is a collaboration 
between BirdWatch Ireland and local authority 
Heritage Officers in counties Laois and Offaly 

€4,360 

Offaly IAS Control Himalayan Balsam control on the Camcor and 
Little Brosna Rivers and county wide Japanese 
knotweed control 

€17,000 
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Offaly IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Offaly Biodiversity 
Recording 

A citizen science initiative which the County 
Council will purchase of two moth traps to let 
the public use for collection of data. 

€1,302 

Roscommon  IAS - Japanese 
Knotweed 

Treatment of Japanese Knotweed in site across 
the county. 

€18,826 

Roscommon  IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Roscommon  Birds -  Survey  BirdWatch Ireland will undertake a 
comprehensive assessment of breeding birds 
on Carrowbehy Bog according to best practice 
methods to determine the presence and status 
of bird species using this site.  

€9,282 

Roscommon  Pollinator 
Awareness 

Support the delivery of Roscommon County 
Council Actions for Pollinators to include: 
o Support the Scientific Assessment of 
Alternatives to herbicide Use project led by 
Kildare County Council 
o Support the National Tidy Towns Pollinator 
Awards 
o Provision of ecological advice and publicity 
materials to support biodiversity awareness 
and enhancement and support Roscommon 
County Council  in delivering on ‘Council 
Actions to Help Pollinators’  
o Support the South Roscommon Karst 
Farmers Group ‘Back to Nature’ Lecture Series 

€7,990 
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Roscommon  Birds - Swifts County Action for Swifts – The aim of the 
project is to implement recommendations 
from the County Roscommon Swift Survey 
2020. Action Points are:  
-- Community liaison and local group buy-in 
such as through a webinar for local 
communities, a video, and provision of follow 
on support to local communities.  
-- Nestbox & caller system Installation 
(estimate 5 sites x per county – boxes and 
callers) and identified sites in the county.  

€8,245 

Sligo Pollinator Plan Development of a Pollinator Plan for County 
Sligo to include training for Local Authority 
staff and local communities. 

€15,000 

Sligo Biodiversity 
Audit 

Sligo County Council will undertake a 
Biodiversity Audit to inform the preparation of 
the County Sligo Heritage and Biodiversity 
Strategy, the preparation of the Sligo County 
Development Plan and the integration of 
Green Infrastructure mapping, objectives and 
policies. 

€18,000 

Sligo Biodiversity 
Land banks 

The project will undertake a strategic review 
of the Councils land banks with a view to 
assessing, prioritising and maximising the 
biodiversity value of public lands. Particular 
attention will be given to Natura 2000 sites in 
Council ownership, along with publicly 
owned/amenity lands adjoining council 
property where there may be an opportunity 
to deliver biodiversity management of public 
lands at a strategic/larger scale. 

€15,000 

South 
Dublin  

Habitat Survey It is proposed to survey the hedgerows and 
woodland sections in Corkagh Park, 
Clondalkin, South Dublin County.  Corkagh 
Park has the following Woodland area – 24.3 
hectares and Hedging of 6662 metres in 
length. 

€15,000 

South 
Dublin  

Wetland Survey A survey of the wetlands in South Dublin 
County is proposed which will identify and 
map the distribution of these features in the 
County.  There are two primary elements to 
this project: the creation of a SDCC Wetland 
Inventory Database with GIS map; and a Public 
Engagement Citizen Science Survey of Ponds. 

€15,300 
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Tipperary  IAS - Himalayan 
Balsam  

This will be the fourth year of collaborating 
with Offaly County Council to remove 
Himalayan Balsam from the Little Brosna River. 
As the criteria have expanded it also gives us 
scope to look at pockets of Japanese 
Knotweed on the Tipperary side. Collaboration 
across borders are vital on projects like this as 
a whole catchment approach is essential or 
else seeds will just come from upstream. 

€4,250 

Tipperary  IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Tipperary  Biodiversity 
Awareness 

This project aims to increase awareness of 
native plant diversity at a local level and 
counteract the use of non-native wildflower 
seed mixes. The target audience can have a 
moderate to low knowledge of native plants 
and are often surprised to discover the variety 
of native wild plants in their area.  

€4,150 

Tipperary  Wetlands 
Survey 

Phase 1 of the Wetlands Survey of the county 
was completed last year, the next key 
development step in the wetland map for 
Tipperary would be creating site boundaries 
(GIS) for all wetland sites outside of the NPWS 
designated network, so that the wetland 
extent in county and for the various sites that 
have not been surveyed/mapped can be 
ascertained.  

€27,183 

Waterford Birds- 
Education  

Following attachment of gps tags to Brent 
Geese in Dungarvan in January 2022 we would 
like to develop a follow on project with the 
local primary and secondary schools involving 
talks by the Irish Brent Research Group and 
demonstration of interrogation of the mobile 
gps data. Funding will be used to cover costs 
of school visits, preparation of educational 
materials including videos, supply of materials 
for nesting boxes and lures, installation costs 
of boxes and costs of pilot site survey. 

€5,100 
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Waterford Biodiversity 
Awareness 

The design and installation of 2 wildlife 
interpretation signs at Colligan Estuary in 
Dungarvan and the Boating Lake in Tramore.  

€5,950 

Waterford Conservation - 
Freshwater 
pearl Mussel 

In 2019 WCC in collaboration with LAWPRO, IFI 
and NPWS established an assisted breeding 
programme for Freshwater Pearl Mussel, the 
scientific research element of the project 
includes environmental DNA testing of river 
water. Water samples throughout the River 
Clodiagh catchment and at the Kilmeaden 
hatchery will be tested for FPM DNA.  The aim 
is to see if the presence of FPM can be 
detected using this method.   

€3,000 

Westmeath IAS IAS Management Plan for Belvedere House, 
Gardens and Park. 

€26,000 

Westmeath Biodiversity 
Plans 

Biodiversity Management/ Enhancement Plans 
will be prepared for Council owned lands at 
Kerinstown/Balrowan. 

€9,271 

Westmeath Wetland survey Surveying and raising awareness of Wetland 
Sites in Co. Westmeath: Following on from 
Phase 1 desktop survey (completed with 
funding from NBAP in 2019), and initial field 
survey of 12 sites in 2020. Further field survey 
will be carried out on sites of County value and 
those sites identified as ‘indicative’ in 2021 
and 2022. Survey reports will be prepared and 
outreach organised for World Wetlands Day. 

€12,750 

Westmeath Birds - Barn 
Owls 

We propose to implement a citizen science 
and strategic survey to assess the status and 
breeding performance of Barn Owls in 
Westmeath and to identify their conservation 
requirements. To improve the status of Barn 
Owls, we will provide practical conservation 
guidance through a series of high-quality 
videos on; nest boxes, managing and creating 
habitat, and rodenticide use. 

€4,250 

Westmeath Pollinator 
Awareness 

This year we plan to run an expanded 
campaign on Midlands 103 Radio that will 
include a full schedule of the nine infomercials 
running one per week as appropriate to the 
time of year. There will be specific messaging 
around Biodiversity Week also. 

€5,173 
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Westmeath IAS Quagga 
Mussel 

The project focusses on the Quagga mussel, a 
high impact aquatic invasive alien species 
discovered in the Shannon in 2021 and aims to 
address several key knowledge gaps.  The 
quagga mussel will outcompete the zebra 
mussel, establish higher biomass even on soft 
sediments to a depth far beyond 34m, effect 
the filtering rates of our lake and river water 
and threatens the provision of water as it will 
affect abstraction 

€3,371 

Westmeath Biodiversity 
Awareness & 
Management 
Plan 

Old Rail Trail Greenway: In 2018 NBAP funded 
site survey and a report outlining 
recommendations to enhance the greenway 
for Pollinators and Biodiversity. They intend to 
build on that Plan by engaging an Ecologist to 
develop projects to enhance Biodiversity at 4 
specific locations on the Greenway.                                                                                                                                                     
An Ecologist will undertake a site survey and 
prepare a Biodiversity Management Plan for 
Council lands at Ranelagh (c. 2 ha, south of 
Lough Ree SAC, SPA and north of the River 
Shannon Callows SAC, SPA). 

€957 

Wexford Bird Survey - 
Barn Owl 

The survey will serve to increase our 
understanding of the health of Barn Owl 
populations in the county and to ensure that 
nest sites are safe guarded, while building 
capacity at a local level for Barn Owl 
conservation to secure the future of the 
species in the county. 

€10,727 

Wexford IAS - Removal St. John’s graveyard is an historic graveyard 
under the care of Wexford County Council, to 
allow for the proper care and maintenance of 
the historic graveyard going forward, IAS 
overgrowth will need to be removed. 

€4,245 

Wexford Wetland Survey The project is a Phase 1 Wetland Survey of Co. 
Wexford. Preliminary data on wetlands of Co. 
Wexford is available and a previous report was 
compiled in 2002 by K. Dubsky. It is now 
planned to commission a GIS compatible 
wetland database, an updated survey and a 
report with recommendations for future 
survey priorities. 

€17,251 

Wexford Dune 
Restoration 

The project is the continuation of the dune 
restoration project of 2021. For 
2022 4 coastal sites have been selected where 
the dune system is under 
pressure from erosion and trampling. The sites 

€19,720 
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are located at Morriscastle 
beach, Ballinesker beach, Rosslare beach and 
Booley Bay beach. 

Wexford Dune 
Restoration 

The continuation of dune works at 
Morriscastle Beach have been selected where 
the dune system is under pressure from 
erosion and trampling.  

€15,000 

Wicklow  Dune 
Management & 
education 

The focus of the 2022 Brittas Bay Conservation 
Project is to continue to implement an annual 
programme of works as per the management 
recommendations drafted in 2018. In addition 
to the conservation management and 
monitoring elements it is planned to initiate 
enhanced community engagement elements 
and to address onsite interpretation and 
messaging. 

€32,700 

Wicklow  Hedgerow 
Survey 

Wicklow County Council proposes to initiate a 
Countywide hedgerow survey to address this 
information gap in county Wicklow. 

€15,300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


