
esbnetworks.ie

ESB Networks
Customer & Society Panel
November 9th, 2.30 - 4.30

Mini & Small-Scale Generation Connections Pilot Update

Enduring Connection Policy 2 Updates

15th Sept 2022



esbnetworks.ie

Welcome!

Michael Quirke
Renewable Contracts Manager 
ESB Networks 

John Emerson 
Small Scale Generation Manager 
ESB Networks 
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John Emerson

ESB Networks Small Scale Generation Manager

Overview of Pilots
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ESB Networks are Supporting the Drive to Irelands Clean Electric Future

Aligned with ESB Networks Strategic Direction
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ESB Networks’ Mini-Generation Connections Pilot Update

In December 2021 ESB Networks launched a new Mini-
Generation Connections Pilot for customers exporting up 
to 50KW.

Due to the success of the initial pilot and the huge level of 
customer interest we have extended this to 650 
applications and are currently still accepting applications

9th September 2022 Update:

• 146 applications complete and customers now 
completing installation (5.6MW of Generation)

• 320 applications in process (9.5MW of Generation)

• Detailed review of feedback and learnings 
underway to inform enduring solution
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ESB Networks’ Small Scale Generation (SSG) Pilot

On 30 September 2022 ESB Networks will launch a new 
Small Scale Generation application process to more 
easily enable customers with generation up to 200kW to 
export onto the distribution network. 

This will be launched initially on a pilot basis and is 
proposed to run for six months, enabling up to 100 SSG 
applications to be processed via a new streamlined 
application process.

Small Scale Generation is defined for this pilot as a source of connected 
electrical energy, and all associated equipment, where the installed capacity is 
less than are equal to the MIC in the ranges:

• Inverter-connected Installed Capacity greater than 17kVA Single Phase 
/ 50 kVA Three Phase and up to 200kVA, or 

• Synchronous Installed Capacity greater than 11 kVA up to 200 kVA

and designed to operate in parallel with the distribution system.
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Small Scale Generation Pilot Process up to 200kVA 

Most common applicants in this range:
• Commercial
• Retail 
• Large Farms
• Etc.

Developments:
• New Webpage with clear step by step process
• New NC8 Application Form
• New Technical Governing Document
• Specific FAQ and support information
• Dedicated Support Team & Email Address
• Process aligned with current regulated generator policy

Key process steps:
• Application Submission
• Verification and Acceptance
• Technical Study and Offer Issue
• Equipment Installation & Certification (customer step)
• Registered Export Connection (with Suppliers)
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Michael Quirke 

Renewable Contracts Manager

Overview of Enduring Connection Policy 2
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Regulated Connection Policy Background

Gates 1 - 3
(2005 - 2012)

Non-GPA
(2009 – 2017)

ECP-1

ECP-2

2005 - 2017

CAP19 
(2019)

CAP19 = Climate Action Plan 2019
CAP21 = Climate Action Plan 2021
NESF = National Energy Security Framework
RESS = Renewable Electricity Support Scheme

NESF
(2022)

CAP21
(2021)

RESS 1 
(2020)

RESS 2
(2022)

RESS 3 
(2023)

2018 - 2020 2020 - 2023

Refit 1 
(2005)

Refit 2&3 
(2012)
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Enduring Connection Policy 2  Overview

SEC = Sustainable Energy Community
Cat. = Category

ECP-2.3 Batch:

• 85 Batch Offers
• Projects > 0.5MW
• Apply during application window
• Phase 1 & 2 customer engagement 

Criteria:

• Planning permission by grant
• 25 largest projects prioritised
• 10 Battery Projects

Non-Batch 
[Category B] 

Community-led 
[Category C]

ECP-2.3 Batch:

• 15 Community Projects (0.5-5MW)
• If undersubscribed – re-allocation to cat. B
• Apply any time
• Lower barrier to entry, €2,000 deposit
• Phase 1 & 2 customer engagement
• Assessment valid two years
• Bal of app fee and pp to receive offer

Criteria:

• Planning permission prioritised
• Earliest application received complete date
• 100% community-led, valid SEC

Batch 
[Category A]

ECP-2.3 Application 
Window (Batch only)

1st Sept 2022 – 30th 
Sept 2022

Review Applications

Oct/Nov 2022

Provisional Batch Agreed 
/ Phase 1 Engagement

Dec 2022

Nodal Assignment and 
Publication of Final Batch 

Schedule

Q1 2023

Customer Engagement

(Phase 2)

Q2/Q3/Q4 2023

Offer Issuance

Q4/Q1 2024

ECP-2.3 Timeline

ECP-2.3 Batch:

• 15 Non-batch Projects
• Projects < 0.5MW and Auto-producers
• If undersubscribed – re-allocation to cat. C
• Apply any time
• Phase 1 & 2 customer engagement 

Criteria:

• Planning permission required
• Earliest application received complete date
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Thank You 

Questions & Answers


