
 
From: ShipSourcePollutionPrevention <ShipSourcePollutionPrevention@transport.gov.ie>  
Sent: Friday 4 March 2022 16:48 
To: Emma Lanigan <Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hi Emma,  
 
Please see email attached with obs, which was sent to PSE Kinsale Energy earlier this week.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
Eithne  
 
Eithne Gore 
Maritime Safety Policy Division 
__ 
An Roinn Iompair 
Department of Transport 
 
Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 TR60 
Leeson Lane, Dublin, D02 TR60  
__ 
Eithnegore@transport.gov.ie www.gov.ie/transport 
 
 
  

mailto:Eithnegore@transport.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/transport


 
From: ShipSourcePollutionPrevention [mailto:ShipSourcePollutionPrevention@transport.gov.ie]  
Sent: Wednesday 2 March 2022 11:59 
To:  
Subject: RE: PSE Kinsale Energy - Application to Conduct Site Clearance Surveys 
 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Use caution with any links or file attachments! 

  
 
Thank you for your email below regarding PSE Kinsale Energy’s application submitted to the 
Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications on 14th February 2022.  
 
In this regard, I wish to inform you that (prospective) licensees and their employees and contractors 
are reminded that they should be aware of ship-source pollution prevention provisions which are in 
place to protect human health and the marine environment and apply to all shipping activity. These 
provisions are obligatory independently of particular licence terms and conditions. Under the 
MARPOL Convention and EU law, as applicable in national law, ships may not cause pollution either 
by discharge to water or emissions to air, when at sea or when at berth in port. Ships include 
Floating Production, Storage and Offloading vessels (FPSOs), also called a "unit" or a "system"; and 
Floating Storage Units, (FSUs). Ships berthed at terminals at sea are also obliged to conform to the 
law.  
 
Management of ship waste (mainly oil, hazardous and polluting substances, sewage, garbage and 
polluting emissions to air) and of all cargo residues must be ensured as required under international 
(IMO), EU and national law. Under existing provisions ships are obliged to discharge waste and cargo 
residues at port and ports are obliged to provide adequate facilities for their reception from ships. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Eithne 
 
Eithne Gore 
Maritime Safety Policy Division 
__ 
An Roinn Iompair 
Department of Transport 
 
Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 TR60 
Leeson Lane, Dublin, D02 TR60  
__ 
Eithnegore@transport.gov.ie www.gov.ie/transport 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:ShipSourcePollutionPrevention@transport.gov.ie
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From:   
Sent: Monday 28 February 2022 10:23 
To: ShipSourcePollutionPrevention <ShipSourcePollutionPrevention@transport.gov.ie> 
Cc: 'gsro@decc.gov.ie' <gsro@decc.gov.ie> 
Subject: PSE Kinsale Energy - Application to Conduct Site Clearance Surveys 
 

 
 
Please find attached letter and associated documents in relation to above application, which was 
submitted to the Department of Environment, Climate & Communications (DECC) on 14th February 
2022. 
 
Can you please acknowledge receipt of this email. 
 
Regards 

 
 

 
 

PSE Kinsale Energy Limited 
Mahon Industrial Estate 
Blackrock  
Cork 
Ireland  

 
  

 
 
 
  

mailto:ShipSourcePollutionPrevention@transport.gov.ie
mailto:gsro@decc.gov.ie


From: Melissa Lynch <Melissa.Lynch@irishlights.ie>  
Sent: Monday 4 April 2022 16:30 
To: GSRO <GSRO@decc.gov.ie>; Emma Lanigan <Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie> 
Subject: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Good Afternoon Emma,  
 
Please find attached Irish Lights Response to the Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to 
conduct site clearance surveys.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Melissa.  
 
Melissa Lynch 
Navigation Support Officer  
………. 

 
Commissioners of Irish Lights 
Harbour Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland 
A96 H500 
 
http://www.irishlights.ie 
………. 

 
 

http://www.irishlights.ie/


 

Registered Charity No. 20002794 

 
 
 
 

04 April 2022 
Department of Environment,  

Climate and Communications,  

29-31 Adelaide Rd, Dublin, 

D02 X285 

 
 
Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
 
Dear Emma,  
 
Thank you for contacting the Commissioners of Irish Lights requesting observations on this application dated 
4th March 2022. 
 

Irish Lights has reviewed this application and have no observations with respect to the project from a safety 
of navigation perspective. 

A marine notice should be issued detailing the works, duration and vessels involved in works.  

 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact myself or a member of the team. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Joseph Daly    
Acting Navigation Services Manager 
 
 



 
From: Joanne Lyons (Housing) <Joanne.Lyons@housing.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday 5 May 2022 10:44 
To: Emma Lanigan <Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie> 
Subject: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
A chara, 
 
Please find attached observations on the above referral. 
 
Le meas, 
 
Joanne 
----- 
Joanne Lyons 
Higher Executive Officer 
—— 
Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt  
Development Applications Unit 
Oifigí an Rialtais  
Government Offices 
Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Contae Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Newtown Road, Wexford, County Wexford, Y35 AP90 
—— 
 



 

Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigí an Rialtais, Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 

Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 

manager.dau@housing.gov.ie  

www.gov.ie/housing  

Our Ref: SS00001/2022  

(Please quote in all related correspondence) 

 

05/05/2022 

 

Geoscience Regulation Office  

Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 

 29-31 Adelaide Rd 

Dublin 

D02 X285 

 

Via email Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie  

 

Re: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 

 

A chara 

 

I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. Outlined below are 

heritage related observations/recommendations of the Department under the stated 

heading(s). 

 

Archaeology 

 

It is noted that the proposed site investigation area is located in an area of high underwater 

archaeological potential. The Wreck Inventory of Ireland Database (WIID) lists numerous 

wrecks for the proposed development area, which are subject to statutory protection under 

section 3 of the 1987 National Monuments (Amendment) Act. Given the location of the 

proposed site and the nature of the works it is possible that underwater archaeology may 

be impacted by these operations. It is therefore recommended that the proposed 

geophysical surveys should be licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014. 

The proposed marine geophysical surveys shall be carried out in compliance with the 

Department’s guidelines “General Requirements for a Geophysical Survey for 

Archaeological Purposes”. 

 

It is recommended that the geophysical surveys be carried out in advance of any site 

clearance, site investigation and geotechnical works taking place. The geophysical data for 

all proposed works areas should be assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist to 

ensure that the proposed works do not negatively impact on locations where there is known 

or potential archaeology. A report summarising the assessment of the geophysical data 

should be forwarded to this office for review prior to the works taking place. Where 

archaeological material/features are shown to be present, preservation in situ, avoidance, 

preservation by record (archaeological excavation) or archaeological monitoring may be 

required. The applicant shall be prepared to be advised by the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage in this regard. 

mailto:manager.dau@housing.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/housing
mailto:Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie
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If any clarification is required on any of the above do not hesitate to contact this office. An 

officer from this office would also be available to meet to discuss the above. 

 

It should be borne in mind, that if significant archaeological remains are found, further 

archaeological mitigation might be required. 

 

Nature Conservation 

 

Marine Nature Conservation 

 

The proposed clearance and decommissioning survey for Kinsale Field and environs, Co 

Cork has been evaluated by a Natura Impact Screening document. This assessment does 

not identify any potential significant effects on the conservation objectives of Natura sites, 

listed under the European Habitats and Birds Directives, from the operations. The 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage concurs with this conclusion. 

The applicant has generated an Article 12 risk assessment for marine mammals likely to be 

present in the survey area, and concluded that the risk of disturbance or injury is very low 

and significant effects are not likely for relevant species of marine turtle and cetaceans. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government 

and Heritage concurs with these conclusions. 

 

You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 

Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@housing.gov.ie, or to the following address: 

 

 The Manager 

 Development Applications Unit (DAU) 

 Government Offices 

 Newtown Road 

Wexford 

Y35 AP90 

 

 

Is mise, le meas 

 

 

 
 

Joanne Lyons 

Development Applications Unit 

Administration 

 

mailto:manager.dau@housing.gov.ie


 
From: Michael Hanrahan <Michael.Hanrahan@decc.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 14 June 2022 10:40 
To: Jean Clarke <Jean.Clarke@decc.gov.ie> 
Cc: Emma Lanigan <Emma.Lanigan@decc.gov.ie>; GSRO <GSRO@decc.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
 
Dear Jean 
On 5 May 2022 GSRO received the attached submission from Dept Housing, local Government and 
Heritage. GSRO spoke with an officer from the Underwater Archaeological unit on 16 May in order 
to seek clarifications on the Archaeology observations given the nature of the survey under 
application, which is a seabed clearance survey post the removal of subsea infrastructure.  
On 9 June 2022 GSRO received revised observations from Dept Housing in relation to underwater 
archaeology (below).  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 
Regards 
Michael Hanrahan, Principal Geologist  
An Oifig um Rialú Geo-eolaíochta  
Geoscience Regulation Office  
______ 
An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide  
Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
29-31 Bóthar Adelaide, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 X285 
29-31 Adelaide Rd, Dublin, D02 X285 
—— 
T +353 (0)1 6782714;  

 
Michael.Hanrahan@decc.gov.ie www.decc.gov.ie 
From: Housing Manager DAU [mailto:Manager.DAU@housing.gov.ie]  
Sent: 09 June 2022 14:43 
To: Michael Hanrahan 
Subject: RE: Application by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited to conduct site clearance surveys 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
Dear Michael, 
Thank you for your clarifications on the above received via telephone call with Cóilín Ó Drisceoil of 
the Underwater Archaeology Unit. In light of further information received please note that the 
Underwater Archaeology Unit of the National Monuments Service has no objections to the proposed 
surveys taking place. As per our previous correspondence (19th April 2017; ref. SS00005/2017) in 
relation to this application it should be borne in mind that the area where the surveys are to take 
place is of underwater archaeological potential with a high record of ship losses off the coast of 
Cork. There is therefore the potential that shipwrecks or shipwreck material (either disarticulated 
wreckage or artefacts or both) could be encountered/identified during the course of the surveys. All 
wrecks over 100-years are protected and in the event that a wreck or associated wreck material is 
identified, there is a statutory requirement to report the discovery to the relevant authorities within 
four days. The wreck should not be interfered with or damaged. 
The relevant legislative basis is the following: 
All wrecks over 100 years old are protected under Section 3(4) of the National Monuments Act 1987 
(as amended). Section 3 (4) of the 1987 Act provides that a person shall not dive on, damage, or 
generally interfere with, any wreck which is more than one hundred years old or an archaeological 
object which is lying on, in or under the sea bed or on or in land covered by water except in 
accordance with a licence issued by the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage under 

mailto:Michael.Hanrahan@decc.gov.ie
http://www.decc.gov.ie/
mailto:Manager.DAU@housing.gov.ie


Section 3 (5) of the Act. Section 3 (6) of the 1987 Act (as amended) also provides that a person 
finding a wreck over one hundred years old must within four days make a report of the find to the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage or the Garda Síochaná. Section 3 (6) of the 1987 
Act (as amended) also provides that a person finding an archaeological object which is lying on, in or 
under the sea bed or on or in land covered by water must within four days make a report of the find 
to the Director of the National Museum of Ireland or to the Underwater Archaeology Unit of the 
National Monuments Service. 
Should you require any further information or clarification on any of the above submission please do 
not hesitate to contact this office.  
Kind Regards, 
Joanne 
----- 
Joanne Lyons 
Higher Executive Officer 
—— 
Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt  
Development Applications Unit 
Oifigí an Rialtais  
Government Offices 
Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Contae Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Newtown Road, Wexford, County Wexford, Y35 AP90 
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