
 

29-31 Bóthar Adelaide, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 X285 
29-31 Adelaide Road, Dublin, D02 X285  
T +353 1 678 2000 | 1890 44 99 00 
www.gov.ie/decc 

 

 

Application to undertake Site Clearance Surveys at the Kinsale Head, 
Ballycotton and Southwest Kinsale fields (Petroleum Lease area no.1), 

and the Seven Heads field (Seven Heads Petroleum Lease) 

 

Submitted By: 

PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (Kinsale Energy)  

 

 

 

GSRO Technical Observations 

                                         
       
                                                                        Katie Hernon 

          Principal Geologist 
                                                                 08 /08/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

….. 
2 

Site Clearance Surveys 
 

1. Introduction 

Application documents were submitted by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (Kinsale Energy) in 
February 2022 to request permission to undertake  site clearance surveys at the sites of 
former installations (platforms and subsea structures) of Kinsale Head, Ballycotton and 
Southwest Kinsale fields (Petroleum Lease area no.1), and the Seven Heads field (Seven Heads 
Petroleum Lease) in the North Celtic Sea Basin. The survey areas are located off the coast of 
Co. Cork, extending from the landfall of the export pipeline at Powerhead to a distance of up 
to 47km from the nearest coast (Figure 1). 

Kinsale Energy is progressing with the decommissioning of the Kinsale Area gas fields and 
facilities (incorporating the Kinsale Head gas fields and facilities and the Seven Heads gas field 
and facilities), which have come to the end of their productive life; gas production from the 
wells ceased on 5th July 2020.  

Site clearance surveys are proposed as part of the Decommissioning. The data obtained will be 
used to confirm the seabed around the former sites of installations is clear of potential hazards 
to other users of the sea. The surveys will include the use of equipment (e.g. multi-beam 
echosounder, sidescan sonar) to characterise the status of the seabed and assist in the 
identification of any debris which may require recovery. 

 

2. Survey Logistics 

Areas which have been subject to decommissioning works e.g. well sites, platform locations, 
pipeline and umbilical end locations will be surveyed to; 

• Confirm that decommissioning activities (removal of infrastructure) have been 
carried out as planned. 

• Confirm the seabed around the former sites of installations is clear of potential 
hazards to other users of the sea. 

 This data acquired will be used to define the scope for any debris clearance required. 

Survey data will mainly be collected using multibeam echo sounder (MBES) and side scan 
sonar (SSS), though other equipment including standard vessel echo sounder, and ultra-short 
baseline acoustic positioning (USBL) either will, or may, be used to assist in the positioning of 
the vessel and equipment such as a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) deployed from it. The 
specific equipment to be used as part of the surveys is yet to be selected, but the range of 
equipment planned to be deployed is listed below: 

• Side-scan sonar  - Towed fish or ROV: 100 kHz / 400 kHz dual frequency e.g. 
Edgetech 4200 (NB: would still expect to use at higher frequency circa 400 kHz) 

• Multi-beam echosounder - Hull-mounted or ROV: 200 kHz to 700 kHz e.g. R2Sonic 
2024, Norbit iWBMS, Kongsberg EM 2040, Reson 8125 
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• Vessel echo sounder  - Hull mounted water depth measurement: 50 kHz to 200 kHz 
e.g. Furuno FE-800 

• Acoustic Doppler - Hull-mounted and ROV: 300 kHz to 1200 kHz e.g. Teledyne 
Workhorse (Monitor / Navigator) 

• USBL - Towed fish or ROV: 20 kHz to 40 kHz e.g. Sonardyne Wideband Sub-Mini 6 
Plus (WSM6+), Kongsberg HiPAP 

• Depth Measurement / Bathymetry - ROV mounted: 500 kHz for altimeter e.g. 
Tritech SeaKing Bathy 704 with altimeter 

• Obstacle avoidance sonar  - ROV mounted: >300 kHz e.g. Kongsberg 1071, Tritech 
Super SeaKing DST 

• Sound velocity sensor - Hull-mounted and ROV: 2.5 MHz e.g. Valeport MiniSVS 

• Acoustic Imaging Camera- ROV mounted: >700 kHz e.g. Tritech Gemini, Teledyne 
Blueview 

Other non-acoustic equipment will also be used, e.g. magnetometer, magnetic pipe tracker, 
visual cameras. 

The site clearance surveys will take approximately 14 days and are planned for Q3 / Q4 2022 
following the completion of various subsea intervention works. However, the surveys could 
slip to between Q2 and Q3 2023 due to the potential for delays with the associated subsea 
intervention works. 

The vessel to complete the survey programmes has not yet been selected.  

No seismic cables will be deployed and no seabed sampling will be carried out during these 
surveys. 

 
3. Conclusion  
The scope of the site clearance surveys at the sites of former installations (platforms and 
subsea structures)of the Kinsale Head, Ballycotton and Southwest Kinsale fields (Petroleum 
Lease area no.1), and the Seven Heads field (Seven Heads Petroleum Lease), appears 
reasonable. I can confirm that the proposed scope and equipment for the site clearance 
surveys are suitable to meet the objectives set, mainly; to confirm that decommissioning 
activities (removal of infrastructure) have been carried out as planned; and to confirm the 
seabed around the former sites of installations is clear of potential hazards to other users of 
the sea. 
 

Further to this, GSRO notes the following to be observed: 

1. Daily progress reports should be sent to DECC by posting to a designated secure website or 
by emailing to GSRO@decc.gov.ie before noon of each day.  Kinsale Energy is also required 

mailto:GSRO@decc.gov.ie


 

….. 
4 

to make weekly progress reports available to DECC each Thursday afternoon for the duration 
of the surveys.  

 

 

Figure 1: Location of the Kinsale Area infrastructure areas to be subject to survey. 


