
 

 

 

Intended for 

Environment Advisory Unit 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

 

Date 

August 2022 

 

Project Number  

1620009502 

 

 

STATUTORY 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT 

EIA SCREENING 

DETERMINATION FOR 

SITE CLEARANCE 

SURVEYS OF THE 

KINSALE HEAD AND 
SEVEN HEADS GAS 

FIELDS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

EIA SCREENING DETERMINATION FOR SITE 

CLEARANCE SURVEYS OF THE KINSALE HEAD AND 

SEVEN HEADS GAS FIELDS 

 

 

 

Ramboll 

5th Floor 

7 Castle Street 

Edinburgh 

EH2 3AH 

United Kingdom 

T +44 131 297 2650 

www.ramboll.co.uk    

 

Project No. 1620009502 

Issue No. 2 

Date 09/08/2022 

Made by Elisha Hearn 

Checked by Michael Elliott 

Approved by Michael Elliott 

 

 

This report has been prepared by Ramboll UK Limited with all reasonable skill, care 

and diligence, and taking account of the Services and the Terms agreed between 

Ramboll UK Limited and the Client. This report is confidential to the Client, and 

Ramboll UK Limited accepts no responsibility whatsoever to third parties to whom this 

report, or any part thereof, is made known, unless formally agreed by Ramboll UK 

Limited beforehand. Any such party relies upon the report at their own risk. 

Ramboll UK Limited disclaims any responsibility to the Client and others in respect of 

any matters outside the agreed scope of the Services. 

 

Version Control Log  

Revision Date Made by Checked by Approved by Description 

1 28/07/2022 EH ME ME Issue to Client 

2 09/08/2022 EH ME ME Issue to Client 

 

 
  



 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas 

Fields 

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 

1700003678_EIA _Screening 

 

CONTENTS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I 
1. INTRODUCTION 1 
1.1 Project Background 1 
1.2 Documents Reviewed 1 
2. TERMS OF REFERENCE 3 
2.1 Legislative Context 3 
2.2 Relevant Guidance 3 
2.3 Consultation 3 
3. PROJECT DETAILS 6 
4. SCREENING CHECKLIST 7 
4.1 Determining whether a Project should be subject to an EIA 7 
4.2 Information to be provided by the Developer on the projects 

listed in Annex IIA of the EIA Directive 7 
4.3 Criteria to determine whether a project listed on Annex II of 

the EIA Directive is likely to have a Significant Effect on the 

Environment 9 
5. MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT COMMITMENTS 24 
6. CONCLUSIONS 26 
 

 

 

 

 



 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas Fields  

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 

1620009502_EIA _Screening 

i 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Ramboll UK Limited (herein referred to as Ramboll) has been commissioned by the Department 

of the Environment, Climate and Communications (herein referred to as DECC) to provide 

assistance with regards to the statutory assessment of an application by PSE Kinsale Energy 

Limited (referred to herein as the applicant) for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Screening Determination, submitted in respect of site clearance surveys required as part of the 

Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP). 

The applicant has submitted an application for consent to carry out surveys to confirm seabed 

status on various sites following completion of decommissioning of subsea wells and associated 

facilities within the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads gas fields as part of the KADP. 

The competent authority (DECC) is required to give consideration to the potential for likely 

significant effects of such activities on the environment, having regard to the EU Directive 

(2011/59/EU), as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU (herein referred to as “The EIA Directive”) 

and relevant jurisprudence and guidelines.  

This report provides a review of the applicant’s request for EIA screening determination 

(supported by an EIA Screening Report). Public consultation on the information provided by the 

applicant has been undertaken by the DECC. The consultation responses received by the DECC 

has been taken into consideration in the preparation of this report.   

The report provides a conclusion that can be used by the DECC to issue an EIA screening 

determination. The information presented in the applicant’s EIA screening report, and subsequent 

clarifications, is considered to be complete and that no further information is required and 

provides adequate information to allow the DECC to issue a screening determination. Table 1.1 

summarises the overall screening determination. 

Table 1.1: Summary of screening assessment for projects listed on Annex II of the EIA 
Directive 

 

Outcome of Screening Report Assessment Overall Screening Opinion / EIA Required?  

Likely Significant Effects on the Environment  EIA required 

More information is required to inform decision  Unknown if EIA is required – Request further 

information from the applicant  

No Likely Significant Effects on the Environment EIA not required 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Ramboll UK Limited (herein referred to as Ramboll) has been commissioned by the Department 

of the Environment, Climate and Communications (herein referred to as DECC) to provide 

assistance with regards to the statutory assessment of a request by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited 

(herein referred to as the applicant) for an Environmental Impact Assessment Screening 

Determination, submitted in  respect of site clearance surveys for the Kinsale Area 

Decommissioning Project (KADP). 

1.1 Project Background 

The applicant has submitted an application for consent to carry out decommissioning of certain 

facilities of the Kinsale Head, including Southwest Kinsale and Ballycotton gas fields (referred to 

as Kinsale Head gas fields), and an application for consent to carry out decommissioning of 

certain facilities of the Seven Heads gas field. The Kinsale Head gas fields and facilities, together 

with the Seven Heads gas field and facilities, form part of the greater Kinsale Area gas fields and 

facilities. Together the decommissioning of the entirety of the Kinsale Area gas fields and facilities 

is collectively referred to as the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP). The applications 

for the KADP decommissioning activities have been supported by an Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) and three subsequent EIAR Addenda. 

In the EIAR for the KADP, Kinsale Energy committed to undertaking a post-decommissioning  

survey of the wellsites and platform locations for debris clearance. While the effects of this  

survey were considered in the EIAR for the KADP, greater definition is now available on the  

nature of the equipment that may be used, which is the subject of this application and 

assessment. Other surveys (covered under Kinsale Head application no. 3 and Seven Heads 

application no. 2) will confirm the final position and status of the pipelines and umbilicals so that 

they can be accurately depicted on navigation charts. 

Areas which have been subject to decommissioning works as part of the KADP e.g. well sites, 

platform locations, pipeline and umbilical end locations, will be surveyed to identify any materials 

which could be hazardous to other sea users and in particular fishing activities. This information 

will be used to define the scope for any debris clearance required. Survey data will mainly be 

collected using multibeam echo sounder (MBES) and side scan sonar (SSS), though other 

equipment including standard vessel echo sounder, and ultra-short baseline acoustic positioning 

(USBL) either will, or may, be used to assist in the positioning of the vessel and equipment such 

as a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) deployed from it. The clearance survey will take 

approximately 14 days and is planned for Q3 / Q4 2022 following the completion of various 

subsea intervention works. However, the survey could slip to between Q2 and Q3 2023 due to 

the potential for delays.  

All of the survey equipment is non-intrusive and there will be no seabed interaction associated 

with the survey works. The vessel to complete the survey programme has not yet been selected. 

For the purposes of this assessment, a representative vessel has been assumed e.g. RV Celtic 

Explorer, RV Ocean Researcher or equivalent for the offshore survey. 

This report has been prepared as a statutory assessment of the activities proposed by the 

applicant in their application and provides a conclusion that can be used by the DECC to issue an 

Environmental Impact Assessment screening determination. 

1.2 Documents Reviewed 

The following documents have been reviewed to inform this report: 
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• Kinsale Area Installations - Site Clearance Surveys Environmental Impact Assessment 

Screening/Environmental Risk Report. February 2022; 

• Letter to Minister. Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project: Application to Conduct Site 

Clearance Surveys – Kinsale Head & Seven Heads Gasfields. Dated 14 February 2022; 

• Application to Conduct Site Survey. Kinsale Area Installations - Site Clearance Surveys; and 

• Responses  to Request for Further Information - EIA Screening. Dated 23 May and 18 July 

2022.  

This report has been prepared by competent experts with appropriate expertise in Environmental 

Impact Assessment. 
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2. TERMS OF REFERENCE 

2.1 Legislative Context 

This EIA screening determination has been prepared in line with applicable European and Irish 

legislation, including the EU Directive on assessment of the effects of certain public and private 

projects on the environment (Environmental Impact Assessment) Directive (2011/92/EU) and as 

amended by Directive 2014/52/EU. 

2.2 Relevant Guidance  

This report has been prepared having regard to guidance on EIA screening for planning 

authorities, published by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG) in 

20181. In addition, the structure and content of this report is based upon the methodology 

published by the European Commission in 20172 , and subsequent guidance published in 20213.  

2.3 Consultation 

2.3.1 Prescribed Bodies 

The following bodies were notified of the application: 

• Commissioners of Irish Lights; 

• Department of Defence; 

• Development Applications Unit, National Parks and Wildlife Service (part of Department of 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage); 

• Irish Coast Guard (& National Maritime Operations Centre); 

• Department of Transport, ; 

• Irish Maritime Administration, Department of Transport; 

• Marine Institute, Marine Environment and Food Safety Services; 

• Mission Support Facility, Irish Air Corps; 

• Naval Headquarters; 

• Sea Fisheries Policy Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 

• Sea Fisheries Protection Authority; and 

• Ship Source Pollution Prevention Unit, Irish Maritime Administration, Department of 

Transport; 

 

Five responses were received from the notified bodies: 

• Response from the Commissioners of Irish Lights received by the applicant on 4 April 2022 

and received by the DECC on 21 April 2022; 

• Response from the Irish Maritime Administration Ship Source Pollution Prevention Unit 

received by the applicant on 2 March 2022 and received by the DECC on 21 April 2022; 

• Response from the Development Applications Unit (DAU) received by the applicant on 5 May 

2022 and received by the DECC on 14 June 2022; 

• Response from the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority received by the DECC on 10 June 2022; 

 
1 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/53aee9-guidelines-for-planning-authorities-and-an-bord-pleanala-on-carrying/ 

2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/eia/eia-guidelines/g-screening-full-text.pdf 

3 Commission notice regarding application of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (…) published 3/12/2021, URL:  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/eia-support.htm 
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• Response from the Department of transport received by the applicant and the DECC on 5 May 

2022. The Department of Transport had no observations to provide in respect of this project. 

 

The following observations were made by the Commissioners of Irish Lights: 

• Irish Lights has reviewed this application and have no observations with respect to the 

project from a safety of navigation perspective. 

• A marine notice should be issued detailing the works, duration and vessels involved in works. 

The following observations were made by the Irish Maritime Administration Ship Source Pollution 

Prevention Unit: 

• I wish to inform you that (prospective) licensees and their employees and contractors are 

reminded that they should be aware of ship-source pollution prevention provisions which 

are in place to protect human health and the marine environment and apply to all 

shipping activity. These provisions are obligatory independently of particular licence 

terms and conditions. Under the MARPOL Convention and EU law, as applicable in 

national law, ships may not cause pollution either by discharge to water or emissions to 

air, when at sea or when at berth in port. Ships include Floating Production, Storage and 

Offloading vessels (FPSOs), also called a "unit" or a "system"; and Floating Storage Units, 

(FSUs). Ships berthed at terminals at sea are also obliged to conform to the law. 

• Management of ship waste (mainly oil, hazardous and polluting substances, sewage, 

garbage and polluting emissions to air) and of all cargo residues must be ensured as 

required under international (IMO), EU and national law. Under existing provisions ships 

are obliged to discharge waste and cargo residues at port and ports are obliged to 

provide adequate facilities for their reception from ships. 

The following observations were made by the DAU: 

• It is noted that the proposed site investigation area is located in an area of high 

underwater archaeological potential. The Wreck Inventory of Ireland Database (WIID) 

lists numerous wrecks for the proposed development area, which are subject to statutory 

protection under section 3 of the 1987 National Monuments (Amendment) Act. Given the 

location of the proposed site and the nature of the works it is possible that underwater 

archaeology may be impacted by these operations. It is therefore recommended that the 

proposed geophysical surveys should be licenced under the National Monuments Acts 

1930-2014. The proposed marine geophysical surveys shall be carried out in compliance 

with the Department’s guidelines “General Requirements for a Geophysical Survey for 

Archaeological Purposes”.  

• It is recommended that the geophysical surveys be carried out in advance of any site 

clearance, site investigation and geotechnical works taking place. The geophysical data 

for all proposed works areas should be assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist to 

ensure that the proposed works do not negatively impact on locations where there is 

known or potential archaeology. A report summarising the assessment of the geophysical 

data should be forwarded to this office for review prior to the works taking place. Where 

archaeological material/features are shown to be present, preservation in situ, avoidance, 

preservation by record (archaeological excavation) or archaeological monitoring may be 

required. The applicant shall be prepared to be advised by the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage in this regard. 

The following observations were made by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority. These 

observations were received in response to the decommissioning application, however they are 



 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas Fields   

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 

1620009502_EIA _Screening 

5 

understood to also be intended for the site clearance surveys application and have therefore been 

included in this report for completeness: 

• SFPA believe that there are no recognisable possible impacts on existing wild fisheries 

around or adjacent to the proposed area specified in application number FW.8.98 / 

S0035-01. Kinsale Energy has received consent to decommission the Kinsale Head gas 

fields and facilities, which are at the end of their productive life. There is no actual 

material being dumped, instead, the proposed ‘dumping at sea’ activity as described in 

application number FW.8.98 / S0035-01 is to retain in place the redundant gas export 

pipeline, the in-field gas pipelines, the in-field umbilicals and umbilical contents at the 

locations in which they were installed. The gas wells are being plugged, the pipelines 

filled with seawater and the platforms and subsea structures are being removed. One of 

the final decommissioning activities will be the placement of rock protection (rock berms) 

on the ends of the pipelines and umbilicals which might form a hazard to fishing 

activities. 

• There are no shellfish growing areas within the proposed area or adjacent to the area. 

SFPA believe that there are no recognisable possible impacts on shellfish growing areas 

around or adjacent to the proposed area specified in application number FW.8.98 / S00  

• SFPA believe that there are no recognisable possible impacts on seafood safety due to 

the activities involved in the process of decommissioning the Kinsale Head Gas fields and 

facilities described by Kinsale Energy in application number FW.8.98 / S0035-01 35-01 

Appropriate regard has been given to the issues raised in these submissions, and relevant 

provisions are included in the mitigation and management commitments in section 5 of this 

report. 

2.3.2 Public Consultation 

The application was advertised by the DECC on their website on 4 March 2022 following receipt of 

the application on 14 February 2022. Following subsequent receipt of all required documentation 

the application completed validation on 28 February 2022. Invitations for submissions were 

advertised by DECC to be received by close of business on 20 April 2022 to ensure consideration 

by the Minister. No responses were received from the public in response to this consultation. 

Following review of the application documents the DECC submitted  requests for further 

information to the applicant. Further consultation was held on the Responses to Request for 

Further Information from 30 May 2022 to 15 June 2022 and 20 July to 4 August 2022.  

Commissioners of Irish Lights provided a response (dated 03 August 2022) that it had no 

observations to provide in respect of this consultation. No other responses were received in 

respect of this consultation.  

 

 



 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas Fields  

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 

1620009502_EIA _Screening 

6 

3. PROJECT DETAILS  

Table 3.1 provides a template for summarising information relating to a proposed project, when 

an EIA Screening Report for seabed clearance surveys is submitted for review.  

Table 3.1: Application Details  

Project Title:  Kinsale Area Installations - Site Clearance Surveys 

Applicant: PSE Kinsale Energy Limited 

Exploration Licence Reference:  Kinsale Head Petroleum Lease (OPL 1) 

Seven Heads Petroleum Lease 

Date EIA Screening Request 

Received (Respond within 90 days): 

28th February 2022 

Brief Project Description: 

Areas which have been subject to decommissioning works as part of the Kinsale Area 

Decommissioning Project e.g. well sites, platform locations, pipeline and umbilical end locations, will 

be surveyed to acquire topographical data and identify any materials which could be hazardous to 

other sea users and in particular fishing activities. This information will be used to define the scope for 

any debris clearance required. Survey data will mainly be collected using multibeam echo sounder 

(MBES) and side scan sonar (SSS), though other equipment including standard vessel echo sounder, 

and ultra-short baseline acoustic positioning (USBL) either will, or may, be used to assist in the 

positioning of the vessel and equipment such as a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) deployed from it. 

The clearance survey will take approximately 14 days and is planned for Q3 / Q4 2022 following the 

completion of various subsea intervention works. However, the survey could slip to between Q2 and 

Q3 2023 due to the potential for delays.  

All of the survey equipment is non-intrusive and there will be no seabed interaction associated with 

the survey works. The vessel to complete the survey programme has not yet been selected. For the 

purposes of this assessment, a representative vessel has been assumed e.g. RV Celtic Explorer, RV  

Ocean Researcher or equivalent for the offshore survey. 
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4. SCREENING CHECKLIST 

4.1 Determining whether a Project should be subject to an EIA 

Under Article 4(1) of the EU Directive on assessment of the effects of certain public and private 

projects on the environment (Environmental Impact Assessment) Directive (2011/92/EU), as 

amended by Directive (2014/52/EU) (herein referred to as ‘the EIA Directive’), projects listed in 

Annex I of the EIA Directive shall be made subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment.  

Under Article 4(2) of the EIA Directive, member states must determine whether projects listed in 

Annex II of the Directive shall be made subject to an EIA through either case-by-case 

examination and / or thresholds or criteria set by the member state.  

Table 4.1 sets out the first step in determining whether a project requires an EIA under the EIA 

Directive.  

Table 4.1 Checklist – EIA Screening for Seismic/ Geophysical Survey or Exploratory Drilling 

Project  

a) Is the project listed on Annex I of the 

EIA Directive? 

 

• If Yes, EIA is required for the project.  

• If No, EIA may be required for the 

project - Proceed to Section b) 

 

No 

b) If No - Is the project listed on Annex 

II of the EIA Directive? 

 

• If Yes, EIA may be required for the 

project - proceed to Sections 4.2 and 

4.3.  

• If No, EIA is not required for the 

project. 

 

No, however the applicant has requested an EIA 

Screening determination from the DECC and has 

provided the necessary supporting information. 

4.2 Information to be provided by the Developer on the projects listed in Annex IIA of the 
EIA Directive 

Under Article 4(4) of the EIA Directive, a minimum amount of information is required to be 

provided by the Developer on the characteristics of the project and its likely significant effects on 

the environment.  

The checklist provided in this section (Table 4.2) confirms whether the screening report 

submitted for a project listed on Annex II of the EIA Directive provides the required information. 

The applicant is required by Article 4(4) to consider (where relevant) the available results of 

other relevant assessments on the effects of the environment carried out pursuant to other Union 

legislation other than the EIA Directive.  
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Table 4.2: ‘Information to be provided’ criteria, as set out in Annex IIA of the EIA Directive, 
meet the minimum requirements. 

Does the request for 

screening determination 

provide sufficient 

information, with particular 

regard to:  

 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the minimum requirements:  

a) A description of the project 

including in particular:  

(a) A description of the 

physical characteristics 

of the whole project 

and, where relevant, 

the demolition works. 

(b) A description of the 

location of the project, 

with particular regard to 

the environmental 

sensitivity of 

geographical areas 

likely to be affected.  

Yes The applicant has provided an adequate description 

of the project and the objective of the survey is 

provided.  

Detail of a representative vessel and the potential 

survey equipment to be used, including a description 

operating frequency range, and objectives is 

provided.  

All of the survey equipment is non-intrusive and 

there will be no physical seabed interaction 

associated with the survey works.  

Figures presenting the location and coordinates of 

the site clearance surveys have been provided by 

the applicant in the application documents 

(Application to Conduct Site Survey – Appendix A). 

The applicant has produced a chart of the entire  

project area and has shown this in relation to 

potentially sensitive receptors.  

The applicant has described the environmental 

baseline that encompasses all survey locations 

(including well sites, platform locations, pipeline and 

umbilical end locations which have been subject to 

decommissioning works). The environmental 

baseline has been described in terms of the 

physical, biological (including Annex II and Annex IV 

species); protected areas; and human/socio-

economic environment.  

Environmental receptors that are or may be present 

in the location of the site clearance surveys are 

described in a detailed manner, supported by a 

number of relevant Figures (including Bathymetry, 

Predicted seabed habitats, Fish spawning and 

nursery areas, species sightings, protected areas, 

shipping vessel density, fishing effort, wrecks).  

b) A description of the aspects 

of the environment likely to 

be significantly affected by 

the project.  

Yes  The applicant describes the physical environment in 

the project area and surrounding region, covering 

bathymetry, waves and tidal regime, seawater 

quality, seabed sediment characteristics, and 

climatic conditions. 

The biological environment is also described, 

including benthic communities, Annex II and IV 

species, other receptors (including fish, marine 

reptiles, seabirds), and protected areas. Particular 

focus is given to Annex IV cetaceans, providing 

detail on species conservation status, occurrence 

and frequency of sightings in the region. Protected 

sites considered to be relevant to the survey area 

for the potential for relevant mobile qualifying 

features to be present are presented in Figures 3.7-
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Does the request for 

screening determination 

provide sufficient 

information, with particular 

regard to:  

 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the minimum requirements:  

3.9.   

The human environment covers fisheries in the 

greatest detail, and briefly covers shipping, cultural 

heritage and other users. The level of information 

provided here is sufficient.  

c) A description of any likely 

significant effects, to the 

extent of the information 

available on such effects, of 

the project on the 

environment resulting from:  

(a) The expected residues 

and emissions and the 

production of waste, 

where relevant;  

(b) The use of natural 

resources, in particular 

soil, land, water and 

biodiversity.  

Yes Atmospheric emissions to be generated by the 

survey vessel are quantified in Table 4.2.  

The applicant also provides detail on discharges and 

wastes, namely the disposal of small quantities of 

solid waste generation (litter) at a suitable onshore 

reception facility, and accidental release events of 

fuels in in Table 4.2. 

Estimated fuel consumption is quantified in Table 

4.2 No other resources are required to support the 

project.  

The applicant has described potential effects on the 

physical, biological and human environment, and 

has assessed whether or not these are likely to 

result in a significant effect. 

d) The criteria of Annex III 

shall be taken into account, 

where relevant, when 

compiling the information in 

accordance with points 1 to 

3.  

N/A The criteria in Annex III were taken into account 

when compiling the information referred to above. 

See Section 4.3 below for further details. 

4.3 Criteria to determine whether a project listed on Annex II of the EIA Directive is likely 
to have a Significant Effect on the Environment 

4.3.1 Under Article 4(3) of the EIA Directive, when carrying out a case-by case assessment to 

determine whether a project listed in Annex II requires EIA, the competent authority must take 

into account the relevant selection criteria set out in Annex III of the Directive. Annex III criteria 

is grouped into 3 main categories; ‘characteristics of the projects’, ‘layout of the projects’ and 

‘type and characteristics of the potential impact’ of the projects. The checklists provided in this 

section (Table 4.3 – 4.5) have been developed to allow the assessor to ascertain whether a 

screening report submitted for a project listed on Annex II of the EIA Directive meets the 

requirements for a screening opinion to be determined and determine whether the project is 

likely to have any significant effects on the environment.  

4.3.2  Characteristics of Project 

Table 4.3 summarises the consideration given by the applicant to the ‘Characteristics of the 

Projects’ in the screening report. 
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Table 4.3: ‘Characteristics of the Project’ criteria, as set out in Annex III of the EIA 
Regulations 

Does the request for 

screening determination 

provide sufficient 

information, with 

particular regard to:  

 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements:  

a) The size and design of 

the whole 

development; 

 

Yes  The project is described in detail, including a 

representative survey vessel and potential survey 

equipment to be used. The project area is detailed, 

and a Figures (including coordinates)  of the survey 

locations are provided. Some details have not been 

provided at this stage: 

- Details on survey vessel and exact 

specifications of survey equipment, 

although in this case, it is considered that 

reasonable assumptions have been made on 

the likely parameters and indicative 

equipment specifications have been 

provided.  It is recommended that DCCAE 

request that the applicant provide the 

specifications of the survey vessel and 

equipment once selected, to ensure that the 

assumptions used in the EIA Screening 

Report remain valid 

b) Cumulation with other 

existing or approved 

developments; 

 

Yes  Future developments –  

The applicant has considered the potential for in-

combination and cumulative effects associated with 

relevant future planned developments.  

The applicant has identified the potential for 

interaction with Two Foreshore Licence applications 

in relation to offshore wind farm site investigation 

work in the territorial waters off Cork. The proposed 

schedules for the inshore surveys associated with 

both Licence applications both indicate a five year 

window from the date of consent to completion. The 

indicative schedule in their respective applications 

suggest activities starting in 2021, or likely taking 

place 2020-2023. However, as neither application 

has been approved  there is the potential for the 

timescale within which works take place to be later 

than proposed and therefore interact with the 

proposed site clearance surveys timings. The 

applicant has stated that the duration and scale of 

the survey campaign are such that there is 

considerable scope to avoid interactions. 

The applicant has identified the potential for future 

development associated with the Barryroe oil 

discovery. Applications for site surveys have been 

submitted and surveys completed respectively in 

September 2019 and November 2021 respectively, 

and thus interactions have been considered not 

possible.  

On the basis of the above, no cumulative effects 

associated with relevant future planned 
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Does the request for 

screening determination 

provide sufficient 

information, with 

particular regard to:  

 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements:  

developments are reported. The applicant has stated 

that they will maintain awareness and dialogue with 

the developers of both wind farms, and any further 

proposals in relation to the Barryroe field, to ensure 

that activities do not proceed in a matter which 

could lead to cumulative impacts (which would be 

the subject of separate assessments). 

Existing activities –  

 

In summary, and considering the report as a whole, 

it is considered that the potential for cumulative 

effects arising from the site clearance survey 

activities acting in-combination with existing 

activities in the wider Kinsale area has been 

considered by the applicant. It has been concluded 

by the applicant (and reiterated by the applicant 

through clarifications) that the contribution of one 

survey vessel to the area for a period of two weeks 

presents a negligible change to the environment in 

the context of existing activities in the wider area.  

 

Consideration of the potential for cumulative effects 

arising from the site clearance surveys in-

combination with existing activities is presented in 

various locations across Sections 4 and 5, as 

opposed to Section 5.4 Cumulative Effects alongside 

the dedicated consideration of cumulative effects 

arising from the site clearance surveys acting in-

combination with proposed developments.  

 

It should be acknowledged that unclear presentation 

of the consideration/assessment of the potential for 

cumulative effects arising from the site clearance 

surveys in-combination with existing activities within 

the area hinders the ability of a reader to clearly 

consider the likely cumulative effects. 

c) The use of natural 

resources, particularly 

land, soil, water and 

biodiversity; 

 

Yes An adequate description of the use of natural 

resources (specifically fuel for the survey vessel) has 

been provided by the applicant. 

d) The production of 

waste; 

 

Yes The applicant has noted that small quantities of 

vessel waste (litter) will be generated and will be 

controlled appropriately on board and disposed of on 

shore. Any waste generated aligns with MARPOL 

requirements and an adequate description of 

handling, management, and reduction measures is 

provided.  

e) Pollution and Yes The applicant has provided adequate detail on 
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Does the request for 

screening determination 

provide sufficient 

information, with 

particular regard to:  

 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements:  

nuisances; 

 

pollution and nuisances, including air and water 

pollution, and the emission of underwater noise 

produced by the survey vessel and survey 

equipment. 

f) The risk of major 

accidents and / or 

disasters, which are 

relevant to the project 

concerned (including 

those caused by 

climate change); 

 

Yes Accidents have been considered in the scoping 

report, including oil spills and oil discharges, leakage 

/ spillage of fuel and hydraulic fluids, and risks 

related to vessel operations at sea. The vessel will 

meet MARPOL requirements and a Shipboard Oil 

Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP) will be 

implemented.  

g) Risks to human health 

(e.g. due to water 

contamination or air 

pollution).  

 

Yes The applicant has adequately described risks to 

human health, including those arising from 

interaction with fisheries and shipping interests and 

accidental events (e.g. oil spills).  

Table 4.2 discusses reference to section 5.1.2 and 

5.1.3, however this does not align with the chapters 

in the document. The correct references are Section 

5.2 and Section 5.3.  

4.3.3 Location of Project 

The ‘Location of Projects’ Criteria, as set out in Annex III of the EIA Directive, considers the 

environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by projects with particular 

regard to the specified criteria.  

Table 4.4 provides a template to determine whether a Screening Report submitted by an 

applicant for a project listed on Annex II of the EIA Directive, meets the requirements for the 

‘Location of the Projects’ Annex III criteria, required for the assessor to determine an EIA 

Screening Opinion.  

Table 4.4: Checklist to determine whether ‘Location of the Projects’ criteria, as set out in 
Annex III of the EIA Directive, meet the minimum requirements to determine a Screening 
Opinion.  

The environmental 

sensitivity of 

geographical areas likely 

to be affected by the 

project are considered in 

the Screening Report, 

with particular regard 

to: 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements for a screening opinion:  

a) The existing and 

approved land use;  

 

Yes The applicant has detailed other users of the project 

area (shipping lanes and fisheries) that could be 

affected by the proposed works. A fishery 

assessment is provided describing the existing use 

of the area by fishing vessels, identifying likely 

interactions and proposing measures to manage 



 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas Fields   

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 

1620009502_EIA _Screening 

13 

The environmental 

sensitivity of 

geographical areas likely 

to be affected by the 

project are considered in 

the Screening Report, 

with particular regard 

to: 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements for a screening opinion:  

those interactions. 

The site clearance survey area  has already been 

developed as part of the Kinsale gas fields (including 

Kinsale Head and Seven Heads), operated by 

Kinsale Energy Limited. 

It is noted there will be no interaction between the 

proposed survey and the seabed. 

b) The relative 

abundance, availability, 

quality and 

regenerative capacity 

of natural resources 

(including soil, land, 

water and biodiversity) 

in the areas and its 

underground; 

 

Yes The applicant notes the presence of natural 

resources and their exploitation by other users (e.g. 

by commercial fisheries), and details measures that 

minimise risk to these resources (such as leakage / 

spill prevention, consultation etc.). 

c) The absorption 

capacity of wetlands, 

riparian areas & river 

mouths; 

 

Yes The applicant has identified Cork Harbour, 

Ballycotton Bay and Blackwater Estuary as 

designated wetlands of international importance, 

however effects on these designated sites are not 

anticipated. 

No pathways for interaction has been identified in 

relation to riparian areas and river mouths. 

d) The absorption 

capacity of coastal 

zones and marine 

areas; 

 

Yes The project is situated within the marine and coastal 

environment. The applicant has adequately 

described the baseline environment and highlighted 

potentially sensitive receptors. There is no specific 

reference to the absorption capacity of coastal zones 

and marine areas however the applicant has 

determined that there is not likely to be a significant 

effect to any marine or coastal receptors identified. 

e) The adsorption 

capacity of mountain 

and forest areas; 

Yes The majority of the project is located within the 

offshore area. The applicant has considered 

mountain and forest areas and determined that 

there are none that could be affected by the project. 

f) The absorption 

capacity of nature 

reserves and parks; 

 

N/A Nature reserves, natural heritage areas, and 

national parks were not considered by the applicant, 

noted to be predominantly terrestrial and 

geographically remote from the site. 

The applicant has outlined nationally and 

internationally protected nature conservation sites 

that may interact with the project (see below).  

These are all located within the marine environment. 

g) The absorption 

capacity of areas 

Yes The applicant has sufficiently identified nature 

conservation designations (SACs, SPAs, Ramsar 
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The environmental 

sensitivity of 

geographical areas likely 

to be affected by the 

project are considered in 

the Screening Report, 

with particular regard 

to: 

Yes / No  Briefly summarise whether the applicant meets 

the requirements for a screening opinion:  

classified under 

national legislation 

(e.g. Natura 2000 

area);  

 

sites, and OSPAR MPAs) that may interact with the 

site, including those with direct overlap and those 

with designated features that may forage within the 

site. 

h) The absorption 

capacity of areas in 

which there has 

already been a failure 

to meet the 

environmental quality 

standards, laid down 

by legislation and 

relevant to the 

development or in 

which it is considered 

that there is such a 

failure;  

 

 The applicant has confirmed there are no locations 

within the site which are already subject to pollution 

or environmental damage (e.g. areas where 

environmental standards have been exceeded). 

i) The absorption 

capacity of densely 

populated areas; 

Yes The majority of the project is located within the 

offshore area. The applicant has considered densely 

populated areas and determined that there are none 

that could be affected by the project. 

j) The absorption 

capacity of landscapes 

and sites of historical, 

cultural or 

archaeological 

significance. 

Yes It has been determined that no features of high 

landscape or scenic value could be affected by the 

project.  

A number of wrecks are identified to be close to the 

pipelines, however as the survey methods are non-

intrusive it has been determined that there will be 

no effect on these. 
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4.3.4 Type and characteristics of the Potential Impact 

The ‘type and characteristics of the potential impact’ criteria, as set out in Annex III of the EIA Directive, consider whether a project is likely to have a significant effect 

on the environment. Likely significant effects are considered in relation to the criteria set out in Tables 4.3 and 4.4, with additional regard to the impact on the project 

factors specified in Article 3(1) of the EIA Directive: population and human health; biodiversity, with particular attention to species and habitats protected under 

Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC; Land, soil, water, air and climate; material assets and cultural heritage and the landscape, in addition to the 

interaction between these factors.  

Table 4.5 provides a template to determine whether a Screening Determination could be made in regard to the type and character of the potential impact of a project.  

Table 4.5: Template to Determine Screening Opinion for Type and Character of the Potential Impact of a Project 

Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

Population and 

human health 

Power generation on survey vessel 

Some greenhouse gases will be released into the 

atmosphere during the works. However, the 

applicant has determined that these are not 

significant and will have minimal effect on human 

health due to the small scale in a regional context. 

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel 

No specific reference to noise is made in the context 

of population and human health, however noise 

produced from the geophysical survey equipment 

and the survey vessel are considered adequately 

described.  

The applicant provided clarification that population 

and human health factor was selected for inclusion 

The magnitude 

and spatial 

extent of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant 

quantifies the magnitude 

of impact where 

appropriate (e.g. C02 

generated by vessel 

diesel). Limited spatial 

extent of working area is 

highlighted. 

Power generation on survey vessel 

No – the applicant has determined that due to the 

relatively low volume of emissions, no significant 

effect on climate change or human health is likely. 

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel 

 No – the applicant has determined that significant 

effects (disruption of spawning or nursery activity) to 

fish species are not likely, and therefore significant 

effects on population and human health associated 

with effects on fisheries are not likely.  

Accidental events 

No – the applicant has determined that the risks to 

population and human health are limited and not 

considered likely to result in significant effects. 

The nature of 

the impact; 

Yes – the impacts are  

adequately characterised. 

The 

transboundary 

nature of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant has 

determined that no 

transboundary effects will 

occur. 

The intensity 

and complexity 

Yes – the impacts are  

adequately characterised. 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

in the assessment by association with the potential 

for effects on fisheries, 

 

Accidental events 

The potential for an accidental oil spill at sea is 

discussed and potential cause from collision with 

another vessel identified. The survey vessel 

represents a minor increment to vessel traffic in 

Kinsale Area and potential for accidental events. 

However, interaction with other users is limited by 

its short time in the field. Risks to human health are 

considered unlikely. 

 

Physical presence of survey vessel 

The applicant notes that there is potential for 

interaction between the survey vessel and 

equipment and other users of the sea (fisheries and 

shipping interests). Due to the introduction of only 

one additional vessel and the short duration of the 

survey the impact represents a minor increment to 

activity within the area. 

of the impact; The vessel will display navigational lighting and 

awareness of the survey will be communicated 

through Notices to Mariners. 

 

Physical presence of survey vessel (other users 

of the sea) 

No – the applicant has determined that due to the  

small working area and limited duration of the survey 

relative to the wider Celtic Sea, and its distance from 

most other offshore activities significant effects are 

not likely. Activities will be communicated through 

relevant notices to mariners to limit potential 

impacts. 

The probability 

of the impact; 

Yes – risks to population 

and human health 

associated with accidental 

events is not considered 

to be likely, and risks of 

oils spills associated with 

the proposed surveys are 

considered small.  

The expected 

onset, 

duration, 

frequency and 

reversibility of 

the impact; 

Yes - it is inferred that  

the onset and duration 

impacts will be the 

duration of the survey, 

and effects will be 

temporary. 

The 

cumulation of 

the impact 

with the 

impact of other 

existing or 

approved 

developments; 

Yes – the applicant has 

adequately considered 

cumulative effects with 

other projects. 

The possibility 

of effectively 

reducing the 

impact.  

Yes - mitigation measures  

to minimise impacts to  

other users are detailed.  

Good practice operating  

procedures are detailed. 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

Biodiversity, with 

particular 

attention to 

species and 

habitats protected 

under Directive 

92/43/EEC and 

Directive 

2009/147/EC; 

Discharges and wastes 

The applicant has noted that small quantities of 

waste will be generated and retained on the vessel 

and disposed of at a suitable reception facility 

onshore and thus there is no interaction with the 

marine environment.  

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel – marine mammals 

Protected marine mammals have a known 

distribution in the survey area. The planned 

geophysical survey uses a variety of equipment 

which operate across a range of different frequencies 

which could cause a potential risks to marine 

mammals. The risk to marine mammal hearing as a 

result of noise produced form the survey vessel and 

geophysical equipment are considered adequately.  

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel – waterbirds and seabirds 

The planned geophysical survey uses a variety of 

equipment which operate across a range of different 

frequencies which could cause a potential risks to 

waterbirds and seabirds. Amplitude and frequency of 

noise produced by geophysical survey equipment 

and the survey vessel are considered for relevant 

species. Sufficient information has been provided on 

the potential for TTS, and the likelihood of onset as 

The magnitude 

and spatial 

extent of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant had 

provided detail and 

additional clarification on 

the level of noise from 

sources and detailed 

underwater sound 

propagation. 

Discharges and wastes 

No – the applicant has determined that all waste will 

be appropriately disposed of on land, and thus no 

likely significant effect is concluded. The vessel used 

for the survey will meet MARPOL and MARPOL Annex 

V requirements. 

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel 

No – the applicant has concluded that impacts on 

noise-sensitive species which include fish, marine 

mammals, diving birds, and marine turtles would not 

give risk to likely significant effects.  

 

Physical presence of survey vessel 

No – the applicant has determined that 

interaction/disturbance of birds and marine mammal 

species through physical presence is limited, due to 

either low/moderate sensitivity of species to 

disturbance, coastal nature of foraging activities for 

waterbirds, and avoidance of potential interaction 

with certain wintering feature through survey timing 

significant effects are not likely. 

The nature of 

the impact; 

Yes – the nature of the 

impact has been described 

in detail.  

The 

transboundary 

nature of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant has 

determined that no 

transboundary effects will 

occur. 

The intensity 

and complexity 

of the impact; 

Yes – the impact on 

Annex IV and other 

designated species has 

been described in detail. 

The applicant has 

provided additional 

clarification in relation to 

the distance of potential 

disturbance from noise 

sources.  

The probability 

of the impact; 

Yes – reference has been 

made to relevant studies 

(e.g. effects of 

anthropogenic sound on 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

a result of survey activities has been considered. 

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel – fish and shellfish 

The planned geophysical survey uses a variety of 

equipment which operate across a range of different 

frequencies which could cause a potential risks to 

fish and shellfish. The impacts of noise produced by 

the geophysical survey equipment and vessel 

presence to injury, behavioural disturbance, 

spawning/nursery activity, and impacts on 

commercial fisheries are considered for relevant 

species. Sufficient information has been provided on 

the potential for TTS, and the likelihood of onset as 

a result of survey activities has been considered. 

 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel – turtles 

The planned geophysical survey uses a variety of 

equipment which operate across a range of different 

frequencies which could cause a potential risks to 

turtles. Sufficient information has been provided on 

the potential for TTS, and the likelihood of onset as 

a result of survey activities has been considered.  

 

Physical presence of survey vessel – marine 

mammals 

The applicant has highlighted the potential for  

fish, tests of hearing in a 

range of diving species, 

hearing range of cheloniid 

species).  

The expected 

onset, 

duration, 

frequency and 

reversibility of 

the impact; 

Yes - onset and duration 

of impacts will be limited 

to the duration of the 

survey, and effects will be 

temporary. 

The 

cumulation of 

the impact 

with the 

impact of other 

existing or 

approved 

developments; 

Yes – the applicant has 

adequately considered 

cumulative effects with 

other projects. 

The possibility 

of effectively 

reducing the 

impact.  

No – inferred that impacts 

are avoided/minimised 

through limited spatial 

and temporal extent of 

surveys, and selection of 

survey equipment 

(including not including 

seismic sources). 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

interaction/disturbance of bird species through 

physical presence of the survey vessel. Species from 

relevant SACs have been considered. 

 

Physical presence of survey vessel – 

waterbirds and seabirds 

The applicant has highlighted the potential for  

interaction/disturbance of bird species through 

physical presence of the survey vessel. Species from 

relevant SPAs within foraging range of the survey 

area, seaduck and other waterbird flocks, and 

wintering features have been considered.  

 

Protected Areas  

SPAs and SACs designated for species that have the 

potential to overlap with the proposed project have 

been considered.   

 

Land, soil, water, 

air and climate; 

Power generation on survey vessel 

Some greenhouse gases will be released into the 

atmosphere during the works, however, the 

applicant has determined that these are not 

significant and will have minimal effect on climate 

change and air quality. 

 

Discharges and wastes 

The applicant has noted that small quantities of 

The magnitude 

and spatial 

extent of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant has 

appropriately described 

the limited spatial scale 

and extent of the potential 

impacts. 

Power generation on survey vessel 

No – the applicant has determined that due to the 

relatively low volume of emissions, no significant 

effect on climate change or air quality is likely. 

 

Discharges and wastes 

No – the applicant has determined that all waste will 

be appropriately disposed of on land, and thus no 

likely significant effect is concluded. The vessel used 

The nature of 

the impact; 

Yes – the nature of the 

impact has been 

characterised sufficiently. 

The Yes – the applicant has 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

waste will be generated and retained on the vessel 

and disposed of at a suitable reception facility 

onshore and thus there is no interaction with the 

marine environment. Adequate considerations are 

made of waste prevention, management, and 

disposal.  

 

transboundary 

nature of the 

impact; 

determined that no 

transboundary effects will 

occur. 

for the survey will meet MARPOL and MARPOL Annex 

V requirements. 

 

The intensity 

and complexity 

of the impact; 

Yes – the impact has been 

characterised adequately. 

The probability 

of the impact; 

Yes – the likelihood of 

occurrence has been 

presented. 

The expected 

onset, 

duration, 

frequency and 

reversibility of 

the impact; 

Yes – the onset, duration 

and frequency of the 

effects are limited to 

within the survey time 

period. 

The 

cumulation of 

the impact 

with the 

impact of other 

existing or 

approved 

developments; 

Yes – the applicant has 

adequately considered 

cumulative effects with 

other projects. 

The possibility 

of effectively 

reducing the 

impact.  

Yes – Compliance with 

MARPOL and MARPOL 

Annex V requirements. 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

Material assets, 

cultural heritage 

and the landscape 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel 

The surveys will include the use of noise generating 

equipment which has the potential for impact on 

noise sensitive species including commercially 

exploited fish species.  

 

Accidental events 

The applicant has identified the potential for: 

• Impacts on shipping associated with survey 

vessel collision within another vessel 

• Impacts on fisheries and aquaculture associated 

with oil spills associated with the proposed 

surveys. The risk is considered to be small. 

Given the duration of the proposed survey refuelling 

at sea is not expected to occur. 

 

Physical presence of survey vessel 

There is the potential for interaction with fisheries 

and shipping interests, however it is noted that this 

is limited by the small working area and limited 

duration of the survey relative to the wider Celtic 

Sea, and its distance from most other offshore 

activities. 

The magnitude 

and spatial 

extent of the 

impact; 

Yes – the spatial footprint 

of the surveys is 

acknowledged as small in 

the context of impacts on 

fish species. A potential 

spill event is not fully 

characterised. 

Noise generated from survey equipment and 

survey vessel 

No – the applicant has determined that significant 

effects (risk of injury, behavioural disturbance, 

disruption of spawning or nursery activity) to fish 

species are not likely, given:  

• limited (and variable) evidence of physical 

injury and behavioural responses from 

exposure to high amplitude low-frequency 

seismic survey noise (which is low-level, 

limited in spatial extent and short-term) 

• activities primarily occurring within long-

established statutory exclusion zones. 

 

Accidental events 

No – the applicant has determined that significant 

effects are not likely. The survey activities will be 

communicated through notices to mariners and the 

vessel will display appropriate navigational lighting. 

In view of the duration and scale of activity, the 

probability of a collision with another vessel is 

considered to be extremely low, such that potential 

effects are not considered to be likely. The vessel will 

operate to MARPOL requirements for a Special Area. 

 

Physical presence of survey vessel 

No – the applicant states that due to the potential for 

The nature of 

the impact; 

Yes – the impact has been 

characterised adequately. 

The 

transboundary 

nature of the 

impact; 

Yes – the applicant has 

determined that no 

transboundary effects will 

occur. 

The intensity 

and complexity 

of the impact; 

Yes – the potential 

impacts on fish species 

(risk of injury, behavioural 

disturbance, disruption of 

spawning or nursery 

activity) are characterised  

sufficiently. A potential  

spill event is not fully  

characterised.  

The probability 

of the impact; 

Yes – reference has been 

made to relevant studies 

(e.g. effects of 

anthropogenic sound on 

fish). Risk of accidental 

spills has been highlighted 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

as small.  interactions being limited to the survey vessel in 

transit and time spent conducting the survey (which 

represents a minor increment to activity) and the  

vessel only operating for a limited number of days 

significant effects are not likely. The activities will be 

communicated through relevant notices to mariners 

to minimise the likelihood for interactions. 

The expected 

onset, 

duration, 

frequency and 

reversibility of 

the impact; 

Yes - onset and duration 

of impacts will be limited 

to the duration of the 

survey, and effects will be 

temporary. 

The 

cumulation of 

the impact 

with the 

impact of other 

existing or 

approved 

developments; 

Yes – the applicant has 

adequately considered 

cumulative effects with 

other projects. 

The possibility 

of effectively 

reducing the 

impact.  

Yes - activities will be 

communicated through 

relevant notices to 

mariners to minimise the 

likelihood for interactions. 

The interaction 

between the 

factors 

The applicant has considered the potential for in-

combination effects and cumulative effects 

associated with: 

• Celtic Interconnector; 

• Ireland-France subsea cable; 

• Two Foreshore Licence applications in 

relation to offshore wind farm site 

The magnitude 

and spatial 

extent of the 

impact; 

Not applicable No – the applicant concludes that due to the timing 

of the respective projects interactions are not 

considered likely, and/or duration and scale of the 

survey campaign are such that there is considerable 

scope to avoid interactions. 

The applicant has stated that they will maintain 

awareness and dialogue with the developers of both 

The nature of 

the impact; 

Not applicable 

The Yes – the applicant has 
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Factor (as 

specified in 

Article 3(1) of 

the EIA 

Directive) 

Briefly summarise the environmental receptor 

/ activity interactions considered: 

Character of impact Does applicant conclude a Significant Effect is 

likely?  

(Yes/No/ Unknown?) 
Description 

of character 

of impact 

Does the screening 

report provide 

information on 

character of impact? 

investigation work in the territorial waters 

off Cork; and 

• Site surveys associated with the Barryroe 

oil discovery.  

 

For applicant has concluded in relation to these 

projects that either:  

• Due to the timings of the projects 

interactions are not considered likely; 

• Given the duration and scale of the survey 

campaign, there is considerable scope to 

avoid interactions; 

• The project has been completed, and 

therefore interactions with the survey 

campaign are not possible.  

transboundary 

nature of the 

impact; 

determined that no 

transboundary effects will 

occur. 

wind farms, and any further proposals in relation to 

the Barryroe field, to ensure that activities do not 

proceed in a matter which could lead to cumulative 

impacts (which would be the subject of separate 

assessments). 
The intensity 

and complexity 

of the impact; 

Not applicable 

The probability 

of the impact; 

Not applicable 

The expected 

onset, 

duration, 

frequency and 

reversibility of 

the impact; 

Not applicable 

The 

cumulation of 

the impact 

with the 

impact of other 

existing or 

approved 

developments; 

Not applicable 

The possibility 

of effectively 

reducing the 

impact.  

Not applicable 

  



 

 

EIA Screening Determination for Site Clearance Surveys of the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads Gas Fields  24 

 

Statutory Environmental Assessment 
 

1620009502_EIA _Screening 

5. MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT COMMITMENTS 

The following mitigation and management commitments have been made by the applicant in the 

documentation reviewed. Table 5.1 documents the commitments made and whether these would 

be considered industry best practice or whether a condition is recommended to be included 

should permission be granted.  

Table 5.1: Checklist to identify Mitigation Measures committed to by the applicant.  

Discipline Mitigation Measure Proposed Industry 

Standard 

Project 

Specific 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l 

P
re

s
e
n
c
e
  

/ 

In
te

ra
c
ti
o
n
s
 w

it
h
 

O
th

e
r 

S
e
a
 U

s
e
rs

 

The vessel will display navigational lighting and 

awareness of the survey will be communicated through 

Notices to Mariners. 

X  

D
is

c
h
a
rg

e
s
 t

o
 t

h
e
 S

e
a
 

The vessel used for the survey will meet MARPOL 

requirements (e.g. in relation to Annex I and Annex IV 

on the prevention of pollution by oil and sewage from 

ships respectively, under the Sea Pollution Act 1991 as 

amended). Similarly, the vessel will meet MARPOL 

Annex V requirements. This includes the implementation 

of a Garbage Management Plan (under the Sea Pollution 

Act 1991 as amended and the Sea Pollution (Prevention 

of Pollution by Garbage from Ships) Regulations 2012 as 

amended) which details specific waste management 

procedures, documents the segregation and safe 

handling and storage of waste and waste reduction 

measures. 

X  

The vessel will operate to MARPOL requirements for a 

Special Area, requiring oily water separation and 

monitoring prior to discharge. Discharges must be 

15ppm or less, recorded in the Oil Record Book and only 

be made when underway.  

X  

The vessel will implement a Shipboard Oil Pollution 

Emergency Plan (SOPEP) in accordance with guidelines 

issued by the Marine Environment Protection Committee 

of the International Maritime Organisation. Kinsale will 

ensure that such plans are in place prior to any work 

taking place as part of standard contractor management 

X 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l 
d
is

tu
rb

a
n
c
e
: 

 

s
e
n
s
it
iv

e
 s

e
a
b
e
d
  

fe
a
tu

re
s
. 

The surveys should be licenced under the National 

Monuments Acts 1930-2014.  

The proposed marine geophysical surveys shall be 

carried out in compliance with the Department’s 

guidelines “General Requirements for a Geophysical 

Survey for Archaeological Purposes”. 

The geophysical data for all proposed works areas 

should be assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist 

to ensure that the proposed works do not negatively 

impact on locations where there is known or potential 

archaeology.  

A report summarising the assessment of the geophysical 

data should be forwarded to this office for review prior 

to the works taking place.  

Where archaeological material/features are shown to be 

 X 
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Discipline Mitigation Measure Proposed Industry 

Standard 

Project 

Specific 

present, preservation in situ, avoidance, preservation by 

record (archaeological excavation) or archaeological 

monitoring may be required. The applicant shall be 

prepared to be advised by the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage in this regard. 

G
e
n
e
ra

l 

Wastes including litter will be retained on the vessel and 

disposed of at a suitable reception facility on return to 

onshore. Kinsale will ensure that such plans are in place 

as part of standard contractor management 

X  

Kinsale Energy will maintain a dialogue with the 

developers of both wind farms, and further proposals in 

relation to the Barryroe field, to ensure that activities do 

not proceed in a manner which could lead to cumulative 

impacts. 

 X 

The applicant must seek prior Department approval for 

the vessel(s) and survey equipment to be used prior to 

commencement of the proposed activities. In this event 

confirmation will be required that the survey equipment 

and methodology on the vessel(s) are equivalent to that 

described in the EIA/AA Screening Reports and that the 

description of the development used to inform the 

Environmental Risk Assessment is still valid. 

X  
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

Table 6.1 provides a summary of the review of the applicant’s screening assessment.  

Table 6.1: Conclusions of screening assessment, based on checklists provided in Table 4.3-
4.5, for projects listed on Annex II of the EIA Directive 

Summary of features of project and of its location indicating the need for EIA: 

Kinsale Energy is progressing with the decommissioning of the Kinsale Area gas fields and facilities 

(incorporating the Kinsale Head gas fields and facilities and the Seven Heads gas field and facilities), 

which have come to the end of their productive life; gas production from the wells ceased on 5th July 

2020. In keeping with lease obligations, Decommissioning Plans and related Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) screening reports were prepared and 

were submitted to the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (formerly the 

Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment), and application no. 3 has been 

submitted to cover the remaining works to be consented as part of the decommissioning programme, 

the decommissioning of the Kinsale Head and application no. 2 for the Seven Heads pipelines. 

Together the decommissioning of the entirety of the Kinsale Area gas fields and facilities is collectively 

referred to as the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP).  

Debris clearance surveys were proposed as part of the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP) 

Decommissioning Plans. The survey objective is to inform debris clearance around each of the former 

wellsites and platform locations. 

In anticipation of the need to undertake such surveys, and now that greater definition is available on 

their scope and the types of equipment likely to be used than covered in the EIAR for KADP, an 

application for consent has been made accompanied by this EIA screening report, a Screening for 

Appropriate Assessment report and a pre-survey fisheries assessment report. The survey will include 

the use of equipment (e.g. multi-beam echosounder, sidescan sonar) to characterise the status of the 

seabed and assist in the identification of any debris which may require recovery.  

Areas which have been subject to decommissioning works e.g. well sites, platform locations, pipeline 

and umbilical end locations, will be surveyed to identify any materials which could be hazardous to 

other sea users and in particular fishing activities. This information will be used to define the scope for 

any debris clearance required. Survey data will mainly be collected using multibeam echo sounder 

(MBES) and side scan sonar (SSS), though other equipment including standard vessel echo sounder, 

and ultra-short baseline acoustic positioning (USBL) either will, or may, be used to assist in the 

positioning of the vessel and equipment such as a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) deployed from it 

(see Table 2.1). The clearance survey will take approximately 14 days and is planned for Q3 / Q4 

2022 following the completion of various subsea intervention works. However, the survey could slip to 

between Q2 and Q3 2023 due to the potential for delays. The vessel to complete the survey 

programme has not yet been selected. For the purposes of the assessment, a representative vessel 

has been assumed e.g. RV Celtic Explorer, RV Ocean Researcher or equivalent for the offshore survey. 

Do you agree with the applicant’s screening 

assessment? If no, why? 

Yes 

The Screening Report has been prepared on behalf of 

the applicant by competent experts. Given the nature, 

size and location of the proposed activities and the 

mitigation commitments made by the applicant, 

significant effects are not likely to occur on the 

environment either from this project alone or in 

combination with other plans or projects.  

Is the project likely to have significant 

residual effects on the environment? 

No  

Given the nature, size and location of the proposed 

activities and the mitigation commitments made by the 

applicant, likely significant effects are not predicted on 

the environment either from this project alone or in 

combination with other plans or projects.  

Is EIA required?  

(Yes / No / More Information Required?) 

No  

 

Some clarifications were obtained from the applicant to 
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inform the overall conclusion, related in particular to 

the potential cumulative effects arising from the site 

clearance activities acting in-combination with existing 

activities in the wider Kinsale area.  When considering 

the report as a whole it is considered that an adequate 

considerations of the potential for cumulative effects 

have been made, however the presentation of these 

considerations could have been made clearer by the 

applicant and summarised in Section 5.4 (Cumulative 

Effects) rather being presented across Sections 4 and 5.  

What further information is required to 

inform decision (if any)?   

N/A 

Table 6.2: Summary of screening assessment for projects listed on Annex II of the EIA 
Directive 

Outcome of Screening Report Assessment Overall Screening Opinion / EIA Required?  

Likely Significant Effects on the Environment  EIA required 

More information is required to inform decision  Unknown if EIA is required - Further 

information required from the applicant  

No Likely Significant Effects on the Environment EIA not required 

 

 


