
Long-term Residential Care (LTRC) 
NPHET 18th April 2020 

 
1. Recommended Actions  
In light of the increasing number of clusters and deaths in long-term residential centres it is 
recommended that a set of urgent actions to establish the level of risk related to staff COVID-19 status 
and patient mortality.  

At a meeting on 16/04/2020 the HSE, HIQA and the Department of Health agreed that in order to 
protect people in the LTRCs we need to take all measures to meet our primary public health objective 
is to interrupt the chains of transmission. There are a set of actions already agreed by NPHET whose 
urgent implementation needs to continue at a pace (see appendix 1). HSE, HIQA and the Department 
of Health agreed the continued urgent progress of these actions, with the full support of the three 
organisations, and an expanded ‘Nursing Homes/LTRC settings Actions Tracker’ will be developed. 

The following set of proposed actions are aimed at ensuring that we have a full picture of the current 
COVID-19 status of LTRCs to inform and direct the required public health actions to interrupt 
transmission.  

Action 1: Survey of LTRC mortality January - April 2020.   
HIQA will support distribution of the survey 17/04/2020. It is planned to collect the following data 
over a very short period of time: 
 

• Total number of deaths per week by LTRC/nursing home since the beginning of January 2020 
to present 

• Number of confirmed COVID-19 deaths per week by LTRC/nursing home since beginning of 
March 2020 to present 

• Number of possible COVID-19 deaths per week by LTRC/nursing home since beginning 
March 2020 to present. 
 

Action 2: Testing staff in LTRCs/nursing homes  
• It is proposed to test as many staff over a short period as possible in LTRCs, commencing 

with nursing homes. This is an action of scale and it is noted that there are over 30,000 staff 
in nursing homes. 

 
• Action agreed at meeting 14th April 2020: The HSE is to put in place a coordinated national 

process for carrying out prevalence surveys across nursing homes and other residential 
health care settings, with a particular focus on detecting COVID-19 infections in these 
settings. 

 
Action 3: HIQA publishes and assesses COVID-19 Quality Assurance Regulatory Framework.  
The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is the independent authority established to drive 
high-quality and safe care for people using our health and social care services in Ireland. HIQA’s role 
is to develop standards, inspect and review health and social care services and support informed 
decisions on how services are delivered. HIQA’s mandate extends across a specified range of public, 
private and voluntary sector services. It’s regulatory role is to register and inspect designated centres 
(older people and disabilities). It is proposed that HIQA introduces a new COVID-19 regulatory 
framework.  



This Framework will be designed to ensure that providers are prepared for and have 
contingency plans in place for an outbreak of COVID-19. The Framework will be regulated in line with  
Health Act 2007. 
 
Action 4: Urgent implementation of previous recommended actions (see appendix). An expanded 
‘Nursing Homes/LTRC settings Actions Tracker’ will be developed. 

A series of progressive actions have been recommended by NPHET in line with the disease progression 
for LTRCs. HSE, HIQA and the Department of Health agree the continued urgent progress of these 
actions, with the full support of the three organisations, and an expanded ‘Nursing Homes/LTRC 
settings Actions Tracker’ will be developed. 
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