
A parent's guide to 
inspection in centres for 
education

What is the purpose 
of an inspection? 

To monitor the quality of learning and teaching 

and the learners’ overall experience in the centre

To identify and affirm good practice in the centre

To provide advice about the quality of education 

and how it can be improved and developed 

according to the learners' needs

To report on the effectiveness of the organisation 

and management of the centre

Further information on evaluation and inspection in centres for 

education is available at www.gov.ie

What does the language used in the report mean? 
Based on a quality framework, called Looking At Our School, inspectors use the following scale  in their reports to 

describe the quality of teaching, learning, leadership and management:

Good
 many strengths and 

some areas for
improvement

Very good
a very high standard 
with very few areas 

for improvement

Fair
some strengths, 

but many 
weaknesses

Satisfactory
slightly more 

strengths than 
weaknesses

Weak
 not effective 
and requires 

change

What happens 
during an inspection?

Centres may get up to 5 days’ notice, depending on 

the inspection type

Inspectors meet with the centre coordinators,  

teachers,  resource workers and learners. They also 

meet with representatives from the Education and 

Training Board.

Inspectors evaluate the quality of teaching and 

learning by observing a number of lessons

Inspectors may gather the views of learners 

through a survey, a meeting with learners and also 

through classroom interactions

You  will be invited to complete an online 

survey to gather your views

You may be invited to a meeting with the 

inspectors

Some centres have parents' representatives 

who work with them and these parents may be 

invited to a meeting with the inspectors

 

How can parents 
be involved?

Inspectors provide feedback  to the centre 

coordinator, management, staff and 

representatives of the Education and Training 

Board and a report is published 

You could talk to the adult education officer, the 

centre coordinator, centre staff and your child 

about the plan to implement the 

recommendations made in the report

You could work with the student council and 

parent association, if there is one, to support the 

centre in implementing the recommendations

Centres are encouraged to make action plans; 

you may download a copy of the Centre 

Evaluation and Improvement Plan to see the 

strengths and areas for improvement that the 

centre has identified

What happens after 
an inspection?

https://www.gov.ie/education
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d3832-guide-to-inspection
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b1bb3-looking-at-our-school-2022

