
A parent's guide to 
inspection in Early Years 
Education

What is the purpose 
of an inspection? 

To evaluate the quality of the early educational 

experiences provided in the setting
To identify and affirm  good practice

To provide advice about the quality of early 

education and help settings improve
To provide information to the public, including 

parents of children aged from birth to 6 years, 

on the quality of education in early learning and 

care settings

Further information on evaluation and inspection in early 

learning and care settings is available at www.gov.ie

What does the language used in the report mean? 
Based on the Quality Framework for Early Years Education Inspection, inspectors use a quality continuum based on the 

four areas of the EYEI framework with the five quality bands as illustrated below:

Very Good
 highly effective in 

meeting the needs of 
children

Excellent
exemplary in 

meeting the needs of 
children 

Fair
requires practice to be 
improved to meet the 

needs of children

Good
effective but some 

aspects to be 
developed

Poor
inadequate and 

requires significant 
improvement  

What happens 
during an inspection?

Currently plans are underway to develop 
an online survey for parents to contribute 
their perspectives on the early learning 
and care setting.

How can parents 
be involved?

Inspectors draft a report which is sent to the 

manager or owner
The setting has an opportunity to respond to 

the report

The report and the setting's response are 

published on the Department’s website

What happens after 
an inspection?

Early Learning and Care (ELC) Settings typically get 2 

days’ notice depending on the inspection type 

Inspectors meet with setting leaders, educators and 

learners

Inspectors evaluate the quality of early educational 

experiences in learning environments indoors and 

outdoors

They interact with the children and observe them 

during learning experiences

They review documentation relevant to the  

children's learning.

Inspectors provide feedback to the management 

team and educators

The Guide to Early Years 
Education Inspection
 (EYEI) is available on 
the Department website 
at gov.ie or click here. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d3832-guide-to-inspection
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/68fac2-guide-to-early-years-education-inspections/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/68fac2-guide-to-early-years-education-inspections/

