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1. Background  

1.1. General  

The high-level goal of the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

is to reinforce the use of Irish as the main community language of the Gaeltacht areas as 

well as to support its growth, development and use on an all-island basis. This is done by 

implementing a wide range of Government measures and policies, including: 

 the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030; 

 the Action Plan 2018-2022 under the Strategy; 

 relevant measures for the Department under Project Ireland 2040; 

 relevant measures for the Department under the current Programme for 

Government (the most recent available here);    

 to provide funding to Údarás na Gaeltachta for the purpose of its function as a 

regional development agency for the Gaeltacht together with its vital role in the 

language planning process in the Gaeltacht; 

 to provide funding to Foras na Gaeilge for the purpose of its function of promoting 

the Irish language on an all-island basis together with its vital role in the language 

planning process outside the Gaeltacht; 

 to provide funding for Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga.   

1.2. Official Languages Act 2021  

However, the most relevant goal for the work of the Irish Language Services Advisory 

Committee is, of course, the implementation of the Official Languages (Amendment) Act 

2021. 

The President of Ireland signed the Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021 into law on 

22 December 2021. This new legislation is a reinforcement of the Official Languages Act 

2003 and it is widely recognised that it will significantly improve the quality of services in 

Irish provided by State bodies to the public. 

The enactment of this legislation is the result of a comprehensive public consultation 

process (on which historical information can be found here), a pre-legislative examination 

by the relevant Oireachtas Committee, over 25 hours of debate at Committee stage in Dáil 

Éireann and over 300 proposed amendments discussed during that time - many of which 

were accepted. Written records of the debates that took place around the legislation as it 

progressed through the various statutory stages can be found at oireachtas.ie. 

The main goals of this strengthened Act are that 20% of new recruits to the public service 

will be competent in Irish by the end of 2030, that all public services in the Gaeltacht and 

for the Gaeltacht will be provided in Irish, that all public offices in the Gaeltacht will operate 

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/2ea63-20-year-strategy-for-the-irish-language/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/1418a-action-plan-2018-2022/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/580a9d-project-2040-documents/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2003/act/32/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2003/act/32/enacted/en/html
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/28c94-review-of-official-language-act-2003/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/
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through the medium of Irish and that a National Plan for the Provision of Public Services 

in Irish will be developed. 

The Department is working to commence all sections and provisions of the Act on an 

incremental basis. 

2. Establishment and Membership of the Advisory Committee  

2.1. Establishment of Committee  

It is specified under the relevant provisions of the Act (Section 18A(1)) that the Advisory 

Committee would be established no later than 6 months after the enactment of the Act 

and this was done on 20 June 2022. For convenience, the relevant section of the Act can 

be found under Appendix A below. 

2.2. Membership of Committee 

In accordance with Section 18B of the Act, the membership of the Committee consists of: 

 representatives from the 3 bodies mentioned specifically in the Act, namely 

o the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media; 

o the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; and 

o the Public Appointments Service 

 

 representatives from 6 other public bodies deemed by the Ministers to be central 

to the process, namely: 

o The Department of Social Protection; 

o The Department of Education; 

o Health Service Executive; 

o An Garda Síochána; 

o The Local Government Management Agency;  

o Foras na Gaeilge; 

 

 2 members appointed following a recruitment process held by the Public 

Appointments Service - one representing Irish speaking communities in the 

Gaeltacht and the other representing Irish speaking communities outside the 

Gaeltacht. The recruitment process was designed to ensure that the two members 

who were appointed were proficient in spoken Irish and that they have sectoral 

experience in the area of language planning, strategic planning and research, as 

well as excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

In accordance with Section 18B(6) of the Act, a member of the Advisory Committee shall 

hold office for such period not exceeding 6 years from the date of his or her appointment, 

as the Minister shall determine. Other matters relating to Term of Appointment are 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
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specified under the same Section, 18B, and should also be noted. For convenience, the 

relevant section of the Act can be found under Appendix B below. 

2.3. Chairperson of the Committee  

Under Section 18B(2), the Minister shall designate one member of the Advisory Committee 

as Chairperson, and the person so designated shall be a person who is competent in the 

Irish language.  

To that end, the two Ministers have chosen Dr. Aodhán Mac Cormaic, Director of Irish at 

their department, to act as interim Chairperson of the committee pending the 

commencement of an additional Principal Officer in the department during August to drive 

the implementation of the Act across the public service. 

For convenience, the relevant section of the Act can be found under Appendix B below.  

 

3. Functions of Advisory Committee  

The specific functions of the Committee are set out under Section 18C of the Act. These 

are accepted as the Committee's statutory terms of reference. Among these, there is the 

preparation and publication of a National Plan for the provision of public services through 

the medium of Irish, to be completed within two years of the establishment of the 

Committee, i.e. by 19 June 2024. 

The preparation of the National Plan is in line with achieving the overall objective of the 

Act that, by 31 December 2030, 20% of the new recruits to the public service will be Irish 

speakers, as mentioned above. As a result of the work as well, deadlines will be set by 

which all public services in the Gaeltacht and for the Gaeltacht will be made available 

through the medium of Irish and by which public offices located in the Gaeltacht will 

operate through the medium of Irish - measures that have been sought by the Gaeltacht 

community for many years. 

For convenience, the relevant section of the Act can be found under Appendix C below. The 

Committee's Terms of Reference, which will be made available in a separate document, 

also looks at this. 

3.1. Preparation of the National Plan  

3.1.1. Deadline 

For the first two years, the work of the Committee will be focused primarily on the 

preparation and publication of the first National Plan for the provision of public services 

through the medium of Irish to ensure that this is completed before the deadline of 19 

June 2024. 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
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3.1.2. Regard for other functions of the Committee 

In the preparation of the National Plan by the Committee, together with any research they 

commission for that purpose, they will always have regard to all its functions, as listed 

under Section 18C of the Act (which can be found under Appendix C below for 

convenience).  

In this context your attention is also directed to:  

 paragraph 3.2 of this document, below, which relates to conducting a survey on the 

level of proficiency in Irish held by the staff of public bodies.    

 paragraph 3.3 of this document, below, which relates to prescribing a language 

standard in relation to services of public bodies (or a class of public bodies) which 

are not currently provided through the medium of Irish but which the Advisory 

Committee is of the opinion should be provided through the medium of Irish as well.  

3.1.3. Stages  

This will involve a number of stages, which may include: 

 commissioning such research as the Advisory Committee deems appropriate in 

order to fulfil its functions under paragraphs 18C(a) and 18C(b) (Section 18C(c)); 

 to agree terms of reference for this research, having regard to the specific functions 

and goals of the Committee under the Act; 

 agreeing an approach to undertaking this research e.g. identifying the tendering 

method and providing the appropriate documents for it; 

 agreeing an assessment sub-committee with the appropriate experience for the 

purpose of assessing the tenders received under this process; 

 awarding a contract for the research to the successful contractor who comes 

through the tendering process, if any; 

 agreeing key performance indicators for the research with the contractor bearing 

in mind the need for the National Plan to be published before 19 June 2024; 

 regularly monitoring the progress of the research and inviting the contractor to 

present an update on the work to the Committee regularly; 

 compiling and approving the document itself for the National Plan including the 

results of the research if any.       

3.1.4. Another matter for attention – Section 18D & Section 18E 

In the preparation of the National Plan the Committee will also pay attention to what is 

specified under Section 18D which relates to the duty of the Minister in relation to the 

National Plan and under Section 18E which relates to deadlines set by the Minister, having 

regard to the  National Plan, under which public offices located in the Gaeltacht will operate 

through the medium of Irish and under which all public services in the Gaeltacht and for 

the Gaeltacht will be provided through the medium of Irish. For convenience, the relevant 

sections of the Act can be found under Appendix D below.  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
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3.1.5. Period of Effect 

It is specifically laid down under  Section 18C(1)(a) of the Act, that a period not exceeding 

6 years will apply to the prepared National Plan. The relevant section of the Act can be 

found under Appendix C below.  

3.1.6. National Plan thereafter 

It is specifically laid down under Section 18C(2) of the Act, that the Advisory Committee 

shall prepare each National Plan thereafter (the first one) not earlier than 6 months, and 

not later than 3 months, before the end of the period to be specified in the National Plan.  

3.2. Survey on proficiency in Irish 

It is specifically laid down under Section 18C(1)(d) of the Act, that the Advisory Committee 

will conduct a survey of the level of proficiency in Irish held by the staff of public bodies 

and submit it to the Minister, every 5 years after the date of establishment. The following 

will be looked at here: 

 the total number of staff of public bodies who are competent in Irish; 

 the total number of staff from public bodies who have completed an Irish language 

training course; 

 the total number of staff of public bodies who speak Irish in the workplace, whether 

during the performance of their duties or otherwise, and how often they speak Irish.  

From the purposes of identifying a baseline in this regard, it will be necessary to look at 

this element when the Committee commissions research in relation to the National Plan, 

if any, and of course when the National Plan in general is being compiled by the Committee. 

The relevant section of the Act can be found under Appendix C below. 

3.3. Language Standards 

Another significant feature of the 2021 Act is the replacement of the current language 

scheme system by introducing language standards for all government sectors, and sectors 

that interact more with the public will, for example, have higher standards. This relevant 

provision is set out under Section 19A to 19D of the Act.   

Although the Committee does not have a specific function under this provision or in relation 

to the drafting of the language standards themselves, it is specifically stated under Section 

18C(1)(a)(i) of the Act - Functions of the Advisory Committee, that the Advisory Committee 

will, as part of the National Plan, identify services provided by a public body or class of 

public bodies that are not provided through the medium of Irish and in relation to which 

the Advisory Committee is of the opinion that a language standard should be prescribed 

under section 19A(2). 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec9
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
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Again, it will be necessary to look at this aspect when the Committee commissions 

research in relation to the National Plan, if any, and of course when the National Plan in 

general is being compiled by the Committee. The relevant part of the Act in relation to 

Section 18C(1)(a)(i) can be found under Appendix C below and in relation to Section 19A(2) 

can be found under Appendix F below. 

 

4. Advisory Committee Report 

It is specifically laid down under Section 18F of the Act, that the Advisory Committee will, 

no later than the 30 of June each year, provide a progress report to the Minister and the 

Commissioner in relation to its work during the previous year or, in the case of his first 

progress report, in relation to its work from the day of establishment up to and including 

the 31st December of the following year.  

In addition to that, the Advisory Committee may, from time to time, provide the Minister 

with such information regarding the performance of its functions as it deems appropriate 

and shall provide the Minister with any information regarding the performance of its 

functions that the Minister requests. 

For convenience, the relevant section of the Act can be found under Appendix E below. 

 

5. Growth and Development of the Committee's Work 

It is worth noting that, although this document, together with the Act itself, provides a good 

overview of the Committee's work, as the Committee delves deeper into what is to be done 

and fleshes it out, it is likely that other matters will arise, within the relevant provisions of 

the Act, which need to be addressed and/or which need to be included as part of the 

Committee's work for the purposes of carrying out its functions appropriately. 

In this context, it is necessary for the Committee to be open and responsive in the way it 

undertakes its work to ensure that its efforts produce the best results, for the sake of the 

language and itself. To that end, this document, and any other relevant document, will be 

updated regularly, and these new versions will be issued to the members of the Committee 

as appropriate.     

  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
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6. Committee Secretariat 

It is specified under Section 18A(3) of the Act, that it is the Minister who will provide the 

secretariat and executive functions of the Advisory Committee, including providing an 

interpretation service for the proceedings of the Committee at the request of a member of 

the Committee.   

In that context, the following is the structure of the support team available to the Advisory 

Committee in the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media. 

Division Title Name 

Irish Language and Gaeltacht 

Division 

Stiúrthóir na Gaeilge 

(& interim Chair of the 

Committee) 

Dr Aodhán Mac Cormaic 

Official Languages Act Principal Officer <TO BE CONFIRMED>* 

Public Service Support 

Section  

Assistant Principal Officer Sadhbh Ó Cinnseala 

Same as above Higher Executive Officer  

(& Secretary to the 

Committee)  

Emily Maloney 

Same as above Executive Officer Síora Kent 

Same as above Executive Officer <TO BE CONFIRMED>* 

 

It goes without saying that the Committee will always have the full support of the 

Department's officers in carrying out their duties on the Committee. They can be contacted 

whenever necessary at ATO@tcagsm.gov.ie 

* An additional Principal Officer is due to start in the Department in August in order to drive the 

implementation of the Act across the state system, together with an Executive Officer. The new Principal 

Officer will take on the role of chairing the Committee when he/she starts. 

 

  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/49/enacted/en/print#sec8
mailto:ATO@tcagsm.gov.ie
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Appendix A: Section 18A - Establishment of Advisory Committee  

18A.  (1) The Minister shall, by order, appoint a day to be the establishment day (in  

this Act referred to as the ‘establishment day’) for the purposes of this Act, and 

the establishment day shall be a day that is not later than 6 months after the 

passing of the Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021.  

 

(2) There shall stand established on the establishment day a committee to be known 

as the Irish Language Services Advisory Committee (in this Act referred to as ‘the 

Advisory Committee’). 

(3) The secretariat and the executive functions of the Advisory Committee shall be 

provided by the Minister and shall include, at the request of a member of the 

Advisory Committee or as the Minister considers appropriate, facilities for the 

simultaneous or consecutive interpretation of proceedings of the committee from 

one official language into the other official language.  

(4) An order under subsection (1) shall be laid before each House of the Oireachtas as 

soon as may be after it is made and, if a resolution annulling the order is passed by 

either such House within the next 21 days on which that House sits after the order 

is laid before it, the order shall be annulled accordingly, but without prejudice to the 

validity of anything previously done thereunder.   
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Appendix B: Section 18B - Membership of Advisory Committee  

18B. (1) The Advisory Committee shall consist of the following members—  

(a) a Chairperson, and 

(b) not less than 5 and not more than 10 ordinary members,  

each of whom shall be appointed by the Minister.  

(2) The Minister shall designate one member of the Advisory Committee as 

Chairperson, and the person so designated shall be a person who is competent in 

the Irish language.  

(3) The ordinary members of the Advisory Committee shall include—  

(a) one member nominated by the Minister as a representative of the Department 

of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,  

(b) one member nominated by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform as a 

representative of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform,  

(c) one member nominated by the Public Appointments Service as a representative 

of the Public Appointments Service,  

(d) not more than 6 other members nominated by public bodies as representatives 

of such public bodies as the Minister considers appropriate, 

(e) one member, who shall be competent in the Irish language, nominated by the 

Minister, following a process established by the Public Appointments Service, 

as a representative of Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, and  

(f) one member, who shall be competent in the Irish language, nominated by the 

Minister, following a process established by the Public Appointments Service, 

as a representative of areas of the State that are not Gaeltacht Language 

Planning Areas.   

(4) A member of the Advisory Committee shall be subject to such terms and conditions 

and be paid such allowances for expenses as the Minister may, with the consent of 

the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, determine.  

(5) If the Chairperson is for any reason unable to continue to act as Chairperson, the 

Minister may designate another member of the Advisory Committee to act as 

Chairperson.  

(6) A member of the Advisory Committee shall hold office for such period not exceeding 

6 years from the date of his or her appointment, as the Minister shall determine. 
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(7) Subject to subsection (8), a member of the Advisory Committee whose term of office 

expires by the effluxion of time shall be eligible for reappointment to the Advisory 

Committee.  

(8) A member of the Advisory Committee who has served 2 consecutive terms of office 

shall not be eligible for reappointment to the Advisory Committee until a period of 

6 years has elapsed following the end of the second consecutive term. 

(9) A member of the Advisory Committee may resign from the Advisory Committee by 

letter addressed to the Minister, and the resignation shall take effect on the date 

specified in the letter, or the date on which the Minister receives the letter, 

whichever is the later.  

(10) A member of the Advisory Committee may at any time be removed from 

membership of the Advisory Committee by the Minister if, in the Minister’s opinion, 

the member has become incapable through ill-health of performing his or her 

functions, or has committed stated misbehaviour, or his or her removal appears to 

the Minister to be necessary for the effective performance by the Advisory 

Committee of its functions. 

(11) A member of the Advisory Committee shall cease to be, and shall be disqualified 

from being, a member of the Advisory Committee where such member—  

(a) on conviction on indictment by a court of competent jurisdiction is sentenced to 

a term of imprisonment, or  

(b) is subject or is deemed to be subject to a disqualification order, within the 

meaning of Chapter 4 of Part 14 of the Companies Act 2014 , whether by virtue 

of that Chapter or any other provision of that Act.  

(12) The Minister shall determine the procedures of the Advisory Committee.   
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Appendix C: Section 18C – Functions of the Advisory Committee  

18C(1) The Advisory Committee shall—  

(a) as soon as may be but not later than 2 years after the establishment day 

prepare and submit to the Minister for approval a National Plan for the provision 

of public services through the medium of the Irish language (in this Act referred 

to as the ‘National Plan’) for a period specified in the National Plan (being not 

more than 6 years) in order to—  

(i) identify services provided by a public body or class of public bodies that 

are not provided through the medium of the Irish language and in 

relation to which the Advisory Committee is of the view that a language 

standard should be prescribed under section 19A(2), and  

(ii) specify, for the period to which the National Plan relates, strategies 

public bodies may employ (including how to make best use of resources 

available to the bodies) so that services of the public bodies concerned 

that are not provided through the medium of the Irish language may be 

so provided,  

(b) advise public bodies with respect to how services that are not provided by the 

bodies through the medium of the Irish language may be so provided, 

including—  

(i) advice with respect to the number and grade of staff who are competent 

in the Irish language that the body would require to provide such services 

through the medium of the Irish language,  

(ii) having regard to the objective referred to in subsection (3)(b), 

recommendations as to how to increase the number of staff who are 

competent in the Irish language, and  

(iii) advice as to the level of competence, having regard to the system of 

standards known as the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages, required by a person in order for him or her to provide such 

services through the medium of the Irish language,  

(c) conduct, or commission the conduct of, such research as the Advisory 

Committee deems appropriate in order to carry out its functions under 

paragraphs (a) and (b), and  

(d) every 5 years after the establishment day, carry out and submit to the Minister 

a survey on the level of competence in the Irish language of staff of public 

bodies, and such survey shall include the following:  
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(i) the total number of staff of public bodies who are competent in the Irish 

language;  

(ii) the total number of staff of public bodies who have undertaken an Irish 

language training course;  

(iii) the total number of staff of public bodies who speak the Irish language 

in the workplace, whether when carrying out their duties or otherwise, 

and the frequency with which they speak the Irish language. 

(2) The Advisory Committee shall prepare each subsequent National Plan not earlier 

than 6 months, and not later than 3 months, before the expiration of the period 

specified in the National Plan and section 18D shall apply, with any necessary 

modifications, in relation to each subsequent National Plan as if any reference, to 

the National Plan, in that section were a reference to a subsequent National Plan.  

(3) The Advisory Committee shall, in performing its functions under this Act, have 

regard to the following objectives—  

(a) increasing the services provided by public bodies through the medium of the 

Irish language, having particular regard to services provided by public bodies in 

Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, Gaeltacht Service Towns and Irish 

Language Networks, and  

(b) increasing the number of staff of public bodies who are competent in the Irish 

language so that, as soon as practicable after the establishment day, but no 

later than 31 December 2030, at least 20 per cent of staff recruited to public 

bodies are so competent.  

(4) The Advisory Committee shall have all such powers as are necessary or expedient 

for the performance of its functions.  
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Appendix D: Section 18D–Duty of Minister & 18E–Public bodies in LPA  

Duty of Minister in respect of National Plan prepared under section 18C 

18D. (1) The Minister shall—  

(a) Within within 3 months of receiving the National Plan under section 18C(1)(a)—   

(i) approve the National Plan without modification or with such modifications as he 

or she considers appropriate,  

(ii)  specify the date on which the National Plan should come into operation, and 

(iii) submit the National Plan to the Government,      

and 

(b)  as soon as may be thereafter— 

(i) Cause copies cause copies of the National Plan to be laid before each House of 

the Oireachtas, and  

(ii)  publish a copy of the National Plan on the website of the Department of Culture, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht.    

(2) The Minister may, as he or she considers appropriate, request a public body, in respect 

of whom services identified in the National Plan as services provided by the body 

concerned that are not provided through the medium of the Irish language, to report to 

the Minister in relation to progress made by the body to so provide the services and to 

implement the Plan, and the Minister shall be responsible for the co-ordination of the 

implementation of the Plan by all such public bodies.  

Public bodies in Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas 

18E. The Minister shall, by order, within 3 months of submitting the National Plan to the 

Government under section 18D(1)(a)(iii) and having regard to the National Plan—    

(a) specify the date by which the Irish language shall become the working language in 

the offices, in a Gaeltacht Language Planning Area, of a public body or class of 

public bodies and different dates may be specified in respect of different Gaeltacht 

Language Planning Areas, and  

(b)  specify the date by which all services provided by a public body or class of public 

bodies in a Gaeltacht Language Planning Area (including such services provided by 

a public body or class of public bodies from outside the Gaeltacht Language 

Planning Area) shall be provided through the medium of the Irish language and 

different dates may be specified in respect of different Gaeltacht Language 

Planning Areas.  
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Appendix E: Section 18F – Report of Advisory Committee  

18F. (1) The Advisory Committee shall, not later than 30 June of each year, provide a 

progress report to the Minister and to the Commissioner with regard to its work during the 

preceding year or, in the case of its first progress report, its work from the establishment 

day up to and including 31 December of the following year. 

  

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Advisory Committee may, from time to time, 

furnish to the Minister such information about the performance of its functions as it 

considers appropriate and shall furnish to the Minister any information about the 

performance of its functions requested by the Minister. 

(3) The Commissioner shall, within 6 months of receiving the report referred to in 

subsection (1), prepare and submit to the Minister a commentary on the report.  

(4)  The Minister shall, within 3 months of receiving the commentary referred to in 

subsection (3), submit the commentary and the report referred to in subsection (1) to 

the Government and, as soon as may be thereafter—  

(a) cause copies of the report and commentary to be laid before each House of the 

Oireachtas, and 

(b) publish copies of the report and commentary on the website of the Department of 

Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.”.  
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Appendix F: Section 19A – Language standards  

19A. (1) For the purpose of prescribing language standards to apply to a public body or 

class of public bodies in order to promote the use of the Irish language for official 

purposes in the State, the Minister may, with the consent of the Minister of the 

Government in whom functions in relation to the body or each body in the class of 

public bodies is vested, prescribe the public body or class of public bodies for the 

purposes of this section.  

(2) The Minister may prescribe language standards to apply to a public body or class of 

public bodies prescribed under subsection (1) and different standards may apply to 

different public bodies or different classes of public bodies.   

(3) Language standards prescribed under subsection (2) may include standards 

specifying—  

(c) services to be provided, through the medium of the Irish language, by the public 

body or class of public bodies concerned,  

(d) services to be provided, through the medium of both the Irish and English 

languages, by the public body or class of public bodies concerned,  

(e) the level of competence in the Irish language required by staff of the public body 

or class of public bodies concerned so as to enable—  

(i) the public body or class of public bodies to comply with paragraphs (a) and 

(b), and  

(ii) staff of each public body concerned to communicate, within that body, with 

other staff of the body—  

(I) through the medium of the Irish language, or 

(II) through the medium of both the Irish and English languages,  

and  

(f) where a public body or class of public bodies is delivering or implementing, or 

intends to deliver or implement, a service, programme or policy in a Gaeltacht 

Language Planning Area, Gaeltacht Service Town or Irish Language Network, the 

extent to which the linguistic impact on the Gaeltacht Language Planning Area, 

Gaeltacht Service Town or Irish Language Network concerned shall be taken into 

account as respects the delivery or implementation of that service, programme or 

policy. 

(4) The Minister shall, when prescribing language standards under subsection (2), have 

regard to the following—   

(a) the services provided by the body through the medium of the Irish language,  
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(b) any scheme in force in respect of the body under section 14,  

(c)  any language standard prescribed under this section that applies to the body,  

(d)  the extent to which the public body or class of public bodies concerned interacts 

with the general public or a class of the general public,  

(e) the extent to which a service, programme or policy delivered or implemented, or to 

be delivered or implemented, by a public body or class of public bodies may affect 

the general public or a class of the general public in a Gaeltacht Language Planning 

Area, a Gaeltacht Service Town or an Irish Language Network, with particular 

reference to Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas,  

(f) any views received under subsection (6)(c) or (d), and  

(g) services identified in the National Plan.   

(5) The Minister shall, when prescribing language standards under subsection (2), ensure 

that a standard to be prescribed shall not have the effect that the public body 

concerned may be required to provide fewer services through the medium of the Irish 

language than the body provided (either of the body’s own accord, pursuant to a 

scheme in force in respect of the body under section 14 or pursuant to a language 

standard prescribed under this section) prior to the standard being prescribed.  

(6) Before prescribing language standards under subsection (2), the Minister shall—  

(a) consult—  

(i) such other Minister of the Government as the Minister considers 

appropriate having regard to the functions of that other Minister, and  

(ii) such public body as the Minister considers appropriate,  

(b) seek the advice of the Advisory Committee,  

(c) publish, on the website of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 

a draft of the standards giving the general public 3 months from the date of 

publication to provide to the Minister views, in writing, on the draft standards, and  

(d) contact each public body to which a standard shall apply to advise that the body 

may, within 3 months of the date of publication of the draft standards under 

paragraph (c), provide to the Minister its views on the draft standards.  

(7) The Minister may, where he or she considers it appropriate to do so, extend the period 

referred to in subsection (6)(c) or (d).  

(8) The Minister shall forward a copy of language standards prescribed under subsection 

(2) to the Commissioner.  
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(9) (a)  The Minister shall, from time to time but at least once every 5 years, carry out a 

review of language standards prescribed under subsection (2).  

(b) When carrying out the review referred to in paragraph (a), the Minister shall seek 

the advice of the Advisory Committee.  

(10) Notwithstanding this section, the Minister may, with the consent of the Minister 

for Public Expenditure and Reform, in relation to those of its services delivered 

exclusively through the medium of the English language, direct a public body to draw 

up a plan for the delivery of those services in addition through the medium of the Irish 

language together with an estimate of the period of time required to implement the 

plan.  


