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1. Background 

The Irish Services Advisory Committee was established on 20 June 2022, in accordance 

with the provisions of the Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021, which was signed 

into law in December 2021. 

According to the Act, the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media is 

responsible for providing the secretariat to the Committee and it is he/she who determines 

the procedures of the Advisory Committee. 

1.1. Membership of Advisory Committee  

In accordance with what was specified under Section 18B of the Act, the membership of 

the Committee consists of: 

 representatives from the 3 bodies mentioned specifically in the Act, namely 

o the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

(Chairperson*); 

o the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; and 

o the Public Appointments Service 

 

 representatives from 6 other public bodies deemed by the Ministers to be central 

to the process, namely: 

o The Department of Social Protection; 

o The Department of Education; 

o Health Service Executive; 

o An Garda Síochána; 

o The Local Government Management Agency;  

o Foras na Gaeilge; 

 

 one representative of Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas; and 

 

 one representative for areas of the State that are not Gaeltacht Language Planning 

Areas. 

The membership of the Committee will be reviewed, in terms of the 6 public bodies that 

the Ministers decided would be central to this process, as necessary. 

* Under Section 18B(2), the Minister nominates one member of the Advisory Committee, who is competent 

in Irish, as Chairperson. 
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2. Committee Terms of Reference 

   

 

2.1. Specific functions in the Act  

2.1.1. Section 18(C): Functions of Advisory Committee 

The specific functions of the Committee are set out under Section 18C of the Act. These 

are accepted as the Committee's statutory terms of reference. They are: 

18C(1) The Advisory Committee shall—  

(a) as soon as may be but not later than 2 years after the establishment day 

prepare and submit to the Minister for approval a National Plan for the 

provision of public services through the medium of the Irish language (in this 

Act referred to as the ‘National Plan’) for a period specified in the National Plan 

(being not more than 6 years) in order to—  

(i) identify services provided by a public body or class of public bodies that 

are not provided through the medium of the Irish language and in 

relation to which the Advisory Committee is of the view that a language 

standard should be prescribed under section 19A(2), and  

(ii) specify, for the period to which the National Plan relates, strategies 

public bodies may employ (including how to make best use of resources 

available to the bodies) so that services of the public bodies concerned 

that are not provided through the medium of the Irish language may be 

so provided,  

(b) advise public bodies with respect to how services that are not provided by the 

bodies through the medium of the Irish language may be so provided, 

including—  

(i) advice with respect to the number and grade of staff who are competent 

in the Irish language that the body would require to provide such 

services through the medium of the Irish language,  

(ii) having regard to the objective referred to in subsection (3)(b), 

recommendations as to how to increase the number of staff who are 

competent in the Irish language, and  

(iii) advice as to the level of competence, having regard to the system of 

standards known as the Common European Framework of Reference 
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for Languages, required by a person in order for him or her to provide 

such services through the medium of the Irish language,  

(c) conduct, or commission the conduct of, such research as the Advisory 

Committee deems appropriate in order to carry out its functions under 

paragraphs (a) and (b), and  

(d) every 5 years after the establishment day, carry out and submit to the Minister 

a survey on the level of competence in the Irish language of staff of public 

bodies, and such survey shall include the following:  

(i) the total number of staff of public bodies who are competent in the Irish 

language;  

(ii) the total number of staff of public bodies who have undertaken an Irish 

language training course;  

(iii) the total number of staff of public bodies who speak the Irish language 

in the workplace, whether when carrying out their duties or otherwise, 

and the frequency with which they speak the Irish language. 

(2) The Advisory Committee shall prepare each subsequent National Plan not earlier 

than 6 months, and not later than 3 months, before the expiration of the period 

specified in the National Plan and section 18D shall apply, with any necessary 

modifications, in relation to each subsequent National Plan as if any reference, to 

the National Plan, in that section were a reference to a subsequent National Plan.  

(3) The Advisory Committee shall, in performing its functions under this Act, have 

regard to the following objectives—  

(a) increasing the services provided by public bodies through the medium of the 

Irish language, having particular regard to services provided by public bodies in 

Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, Gaeltacht Service Towns and Irish 

Language Networks, and  

(b) increasing the number of staff of public bodies who are competent in the Irish 

language so that, as soon as practicable after the establishment day, but no 

later than 31 December 2030, at least 20 per cent of staff recruited to public 

bodies are so competent.  

(4) The Advisory Committee shall have all such powers as are necessary or expedient 

for the performance of its functions.  

2.1.2. Section 18D, 18E & 19A(2) 

In carrying out the aforementioned functions, the Committee will also have regard for the 

following other relevant sections of the Act:  
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 Section 18D which relates to the duty of the Minister in relation to the National 

Plan; 

 Section 18E which relates to deadlines to be set by the Minister, having regard to 

the National Plan, under which public offices located in the Gaeltacht will operate 

through the medium of Irish and under which all public services in the Gaeltacht 

and for the Gaeltacht will be provided through the Irish language.  

 Section 19A(2), specifically mentioned under Section 18C(1)(a)(i) (above), which 

relates to language standards.  

2.1.3. Section 18(F): Report of the Advisory Committee   

In addition to the specific functions set out for the Committee under Section 18(C), the 

Committee has a duty under the Act to provide an Annual Report regarding its work to the 

Minister and the Commissioner under Section 18(F). That is:  

18F. (1) The Advisory Committee shall, not later than 30 June of each year, provide a 

progress report to the Minister and to the Commissioner with regard to its work during 

the preceding year or, in the case of its first progress report, its work from the 

establishment day up to and including 31 December of the following year.  

 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Advisory Committee may, from time to time, 

furnish to the Minister such information about the performance of its functions as 

it considers appropriate and shall furnish to the Minister any information about the 

performance of its functions requested by the Minister.  

(3) The Commissioner shall, within 6 months of receiving the report referred to in 

subsection (1), prepare and submit to the Minister a commentary on the report.  

(4) The Minister shall, within 3 months of receiving the commentary referred to in 

subsection (3), submit the commentary and the report referred to in subsection (1) 

to the Government and, as soon as may be thereafter—  

(a) cause copies of the report and commentary to be laid before each House of the 

Oireachtas, and  

(b) publish copies of the report and commentary on the website of the Department 

of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.”. 

2.2. Other Functions  

In relation to the above, the Committee/members of the Committee will: 

 

 ensure, as far as possible, that the organisations/areas they represent take full 

part in the implementation of the amended Act, together with organisations that 

fall under the umbrella of those organisations as well; 
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 share and exchange information between the parties for the purpose of achieving 

the aims of the Committee; 

 support the identification of additional activities and initiatives to advance the 

overall implementation of the Act, as appropriate; 

 give advice and make recommendations in relation to new initiatives/policies that 

could be implemented in support of the implementation of the Act, as 

appropriate. 

In addition to this, on the whole, the members of the Committee will be ambassadors for 

the purpose of implementing the Act in their own organisations/areas, and in general, and 

they will lead by example in relation to what is to be done and what is to be achieved under 

the Act.  

2.3. Conflicts of Interest  

A member of the Committee whose interests may be affected directly or indirectly by a 

decision of the Committee in relation to any matter before the Committee, shall, before 

the matter is discussed by the Committee, disclose to it the fact and the nature of the 

interest, and the disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes of the Committee. 

2.4. Confidentiality   

A member of the Committee shall not disclose any information obtained by him/her in the 

performance of his/her functions except in so far as may be necessary for the performance 

of those functions or unless permission has been obtained from the Minister to do so in 

advance.  
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3. Procedures  

3.1. Conducting of Committee Meetings  

 Frequency: The Committee will meet once a month. Meetings will usually last 

around 2 hours. Apart from the first meeting, the members of the Committee will 

agree a date for the next meeting at the end of the previous meeting. 

 

 Venue: In general, the meetings will be held in Dublin City centre but meetings may 

take place outside of this as the Committee so decides. 

 

 Attendance at Meetings: The Committee's meetings will mostly be face-to-face 

meetings. If a member is unable to attend a meeting of the Committee, he/she will 

appoint a representative at the appropriate senior level (Principal or Assistant 

Principal Officer level – or equivalent) at the meeting in his/her place. Although it 

will not be the norm, the right is retained to hold Committee meetings online from 

time to time and/or to give members the option of remote connection to attend the 

meetings as needed.  

 

 Documentation: Any relevant documentation for the Committee's meetings will be 

distributed to the members in electronic format at least one week before meetings 

and the level of preparation will depend on the size and type of the Agenda. In an 

effort to keep the Committee's processes as 'green' as possible, it is not intended 

for hard copies of the documentation to be made available. It is also worth noting 

that, in accordance with good practice and in order to be transparent and to create 

public confidence in the Committee's work, any relevant documentation that is 

deemed appropriate for release will be uploaded on the Department’s website after 

the Committee meeting. Included here are, for example, minutes, agenda, terms of 

reference etc. 

 

 Interpretation Services: It is specified under Section 18A(3) of the 2021 Act that 

interpretation services will be made available for the events of the Committee at 

the request of a member of the Committee.  

 

 

3.2. Changes to the Procedures  

As mentioned at the beginning, it is the Minister of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 

and Media who will determine the procedures of the Advisory Committee. He/she will 

retain the right to amend/update the above from time to time and as necessary.  


