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Overall implementation rates  
 

  
Measures 

Completed in 
the Quarter 

Measures 
Subsequently 

Delivered 

Total 
Measures 

Delivered to 
date 

 

Measures 
still delayed 

Delivery 
Rate to 

date 

Q4 2021 194 10 204 27 88% 

Q1 2022 113 23 136 55 71% 

Q2 2022 73 N/A 73 89 45% 

Total Climate 
Action Plan 
2021 Delivery 
to date 

380 33 413 171 71% 
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Glossary  
AA Appropriate Assessment 

AD   Anaerobic Digestion 

AHI   Animal Health Ireland 

BER Building Energy Rating 

BIM Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

CCMA County and City Management Association 

CRU Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

DCEDIY Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 

DECC Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

D/Education Department of Education 

DETE Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment 

DFA Department of Foreign Affairs 

DFHERIS 
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science 

DFIN Department of Finance 

DHLGH Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

DPER Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

DRCD Department of Rural and Community Development 

DSP Department of Social Protection 

D/Taoiseach  Department of the Taoiseach  

DTCAGSM Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

D/Transport Department of Transport 

EI Enterprise Ireland 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency  

ESB Electricity Supply Board 

ESBN Electricity Supply Board Networks 

ESRI Economic and Social Research Institute 

ETS Emissions Trading System 

EV Electric Vehicle  

GHG Greenhouse Gases 

IDA Industrial Development Agency 

NESC National Economic and Social Council 

NSAI National Standards Authority of Ireland 

NTA National Transport Authority 

NZEB Nearly Zero Energy Building 

OPW Office of Public Works 

PSO Public Service Obligation 

PV Photovoltaic 

RESS Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

SDG Sustainable Development Goals 

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment 

SEAI Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

SI Statutory Instrument 

SME Small and medium-sized enterprises 

TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
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Agriculture 
 

Action 307 Increase the use of protected urea fertiliser 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish an information Portal on Protected Nitrogen Products  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This is currently being developed, expected by end of Q3 2022. The delay is due to change 
in personnel. This has been prioritised for Q3 2022. 

 

Action 313 Progress the development of feed additives on methane emissions for use during 
the housing period 

Q2 2022 measure: Evaluate the effects of 3-NOP at reducing methane emissions and animal 
performance in beef cattle (indoors)  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: 30% reduction in methane emissions in indoor systems throughout 3 month trial and 
supplemented animals showed no negative impact on production. A report on this trial is 
forthcoming shortly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Action 313 Progress the development of feed additives on methane emissions for use during 
the housing period 

Q2 2022 measure: Examine the effects of feed ingredients/ additives (seaweeds, seaweed extracts, 
oils, and halides) in sheep and cattle  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The sheep trial is complete and one beef trial is on-going with a final beef trial to follow. 
All trials should be completed by September 2022.   
 
The trials are showing a modest level of mitigation (~14% or less) observed with brown seaweeds, 
and other feed additives such as oils, mootral and agolin. However, our trials have also showed 
that methane measurement in sheep using the portable accumulation chambers is more a ranking 
methodology and better used for spot measurements on large numbers of animals (e.g. for 
breeding purposes).  
 
Also having ad libitum access to silage in these studies has reduced the effects of the feed 
additives. Greenfeed systems which are now used for the cattle trials are superior. Data will be 
available on these trials in autumn. Preliminary results data from cattle studies show positive 
results for methane mitigation using linseed oil (20-22% reduction) and a seaweed extract (~14%).  
There was a delay in over 6 months in delivery of GreenFeed systems from the US (severely 
delayed due to Covid and issues with shipping), and because of the prioritisation of the 3-NOP trial 
ahead of this particular cattle trial. Results should be available by end of Q3 2022. 

 

Action 314 Introduce measures to promote improved efficiency and reduced emissions in 
livestock via improved animal health and welfare 

Q2 2022 measure: Significantly reduce the incidence of Tuberculosis in cattle in Ireland  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The 12 month herd level prevalence is essentially unchanged from 2021. The 12 month 
herd level tuberculosis prevalence in May 2022 was 4.79% representing  5050 herds. 

 

Action 314 Introduce measures to promote improved efficiency and reduced emissions in 
livestock via improved animal health and welfare 

Q2 2022 measure: Advance Anti-parasitic resistance reduction programme to improve animal 
health outputs  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Parasite Control Programme is up and running. 34 active assessments have 
commenced with more than 3,500 farmers signed up to it. Additional farmers will sign-up to the 
programme during the year. 
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Action 314 Introduce measures to promote improved efficiency and reduced emissions in 
livestock via improved animal health and welfare 

Q2 2022 measure: Further advance Johnes Disease (JD) control programme to develop a long-term 
approach to JD control in Ireland  

Responsible body: AHI 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM works closely with Animal Health Ireland on Johnes Disease. DAFM will be 
communicating with herdowners encouraging them to register with the Irish Johne’s Control 
Programme. The Programme provides supports for a package of testing and advice which can help 
herdowners to further assess the status of their herd and to control the spread and impacts of 
Johne’s disease. 

 

Action 314 Introduce measures to promote improved efficiency and reduced emissions in 
livestock via improved animal health and welfare 

Q2 2022 measure: Progress Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR) control/eradication programme 
to reduce the impact of clinical and subclinical disease in cattle herds in Ireland  

Responsible body: AHI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Significant work on modelling options for a national Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR) 
programme has been carried out by Animal Health Ireland and there is already a significant level of 
vaccine usage (more than 3 million doses sold annually). DAFM has recently initiated national bulk 
tank milk surveillance for Bovine viral diarrhoea, Johne’s disease and IBR. 
 
The voluntary Irish IBR Control programme is led by Animal Health Ireland and supported by 
stakeholders including DAFM. The Programme provides a suite of effective and ongoing disease 
prevention and containment strategies to control the spread IBR in the herds in the programme.   
Decisions on future disease control strategies for IBR are a matter for the IBR implementation 
Group in Animal Health Ireland. DAFM understands that a proposal should be available by the end 
of this year which will need to be agreed by all stakeholders involved before it can be progressed 
and implemented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://animalhealthireland.ie/
https://animalhealthireland.ie/
https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/ibr/#:~:text=This%20is%20a%20voluntary%20scheme,leptospirosis%2C%20neosporosis%20and%20Johne's%20disease.
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Action 314 Introduce measures to promote improved efficiency and reduced emissions in 
livestock via improved animal health and welfare 

Q2 2022 measure: Initiate programme to generally improve livestock health and welfare, via herd 
health planning approach, starting with calf care initiatives, and working across all categories to 
reduce on-farm deaths and production losses  

Responsible body: AHI 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM works closely with Animal Health Ireland to improve animal health standards 
through a co-ordinated national approach including prioritising research projects and undertaking 
action programmes. These include Bovine Viral Diarrhoea, a Johnes Disease Programme, Infectious 
Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR) and the Cell Check programme providing for a co-ordinated effort with 
dairy processors in reducing Somatic Cell Counts. 
 
DAFM has submitted an application for official recognition by the EU of our current official Bovine 
Viral Diarrhoea control programme and we are hopeful that this will be approved shortly. This is 
one of the last steps in the process towards Bovine Viral Diarrhoea free status.  
 
DAFM is also examining a Pilot One Health, One Welfare Programme which would support 
informed decision-making on farms in relation to animal health and the delivery of key Programme 
for Government commitments in this area.    

 

Action 316 Increase the current area under organic production from 74,000 ha to 350,000 ha 
by 2030 

Q2 2022 measure: Provide for a strong focus on Sustainability in new NUI Galway Level 8 B.Sc. Ag  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Organics component was included in the Introduction to Sustainable Agriculture 
Semester Q2 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/ibr/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a20f1-minister-mcconalogue-launches-irelands-first-animal-welfare-strategy/
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Action 318 Conduct further research into biomass and manure feedstocks for biogas 
production through Anaerobic Digestion 

Q2 2022 measure: Seek funding for research on low nitrogen multispecies swards as Anaerobic 
Digestion (AD) feedstock and AD optimisation  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: Teagasc prepared a research proposal on low-nitrogen multispecies swards for their use in 
Anaerobic Digestion (AD) and sought funding support through available research calls.  This project 
was not successful in securing the various categories of co-funding support required and the 
project proposal was withdrawn. 
 
Teagasc through its work at the Anaerobic Digestion Plant at Grange continues to investigate AD. 
Some other research work is investigating agronomy and greenhouse gas emissions from multi-
species swards receiving digestate from AD (Walsh Scholarship PhD), and some limited 
investigation of the biomethane potential of different grassland species is being investigated 
(Walsh Scholarship PhD). 

 

Action 318 Conduct further research into biomass and manure feedstocks for biogas 
production through Anaerobic Digestion 

Q2 2022 measure: Start-up of the Teagasc biomethane anaerobic digestion pilot plant in Grange  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Teagasc through its work at the Anaerobic Digestion Plant at Grange continues to 
investigate AD. Some other research work is investigating agronomy and greenhouse gas emissions 
from multi-species swards receiving digestate from AD (Walsh Scholarship PhD), and some limited 
investigation of the biomethane potential of different grassland species is being investigated 
(Walsh Scholarship PhD). 

 

Action 321 Produce detailed plans to manage the sustainable environmental footprint of the 
dairy and the beef sectors 

Q2 2022 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Food Vision Dairy Group was established in late January 2022 and tasked with 
producing a detailed plan to manage the sustainable environmental footprint of the dairy sector. 
The interim report was submitted to Minister McConalogue on 27 May and published on the gov.ie 
website. The final report is scheduled for completion in Q3 2022. 
 
The Food Vision Beef and Sheep Group was established in June 2022 and is tasked with producing a 
detailed plan to manage the sustainable environmental footprint of the beef sector. The first 
meeting took place in June and the Group are working towards an interim report in Q3 and a final 
report in Q4 of 2022. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/968f6-interim-report-of-food-vision-dairy-group-published/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/27d30-minister-mcconalogue-announces-food-vision-beef-and-sheep-group/
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Action 324 Ensure optimisation of forage production to improve quality and quantity of 
forage in animal diet to improve enteric fermentation efficiency (reduces 
methane), through grassland management and inclusion of clover in reseeded 
swards 

Q2 2022 measure: Promote the use of grassland measurement, through further uptake of Teagasc 
Pasturebase tool to increase the quality and quantity of forage from grassland  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: PastureBase Ireland usage increased in 2022, there were 400 more farmers logged onto 
the system in Jan/Feb 2022. Measured covers were increased by 15% so far in 2022.  
 
Much of this increase is due to the mandatory action of grassland measurement in the Nitrates 
Action Programme. But also there is more uptake of better grassland management practice. Over 
2800 covers were completed weekly in May 2022, so continual progress been made in this area. 

 

Action 324 Ensure optimisation of forage production to improve quality and quantity of 
forage in animal diet to improve enteric fermentation efficiency (reduces 
methane), through grassland management and inclusion of clover in reseeded 
swards 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Require grass measurement on intensive holdings  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Regulation amendments to implement the Commission’s Derogation Decision are 
currently on eSubmission to be signed by Minister. They will be signed in early Q3 subject to his 
approval. 

 

Action 326 Expand research calls and national funding in line with Department of Agriculture 
priority areas and climate action research goals 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop a pilot strategic studies research call to address urgent policy 
concerns/ needs in the areas of climate adaptation/mitigation and bio/circular economy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: New framework for a Policy and Strategic Studies Research Call developed and submitted 
for approval in the Department. It is expected to be approved at Management Board on 31 May 
2022. The Call will be rolled out on an open and continuous basis for proposals. 

 

 

 

 

https://pasturebase.teagasc.ie/V2/login.aspx
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f1d01-fifth-nitrates-action-programme-2022-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f1d01-fifth-nitrates-action-programme-2022-2025/
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Action 327 Expand international research funding opportunities in priority areas including 
climate related areas 

Q2 2022 measure: Identify and develop new international funding partnerships and collaborative 
opportunities with other countries that align with DAFM priority areas and climate action goals  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Joint Research Initiative between Ireland and New Zealand agreed with the signing of a 
Memorandum of Arrangement. The first Joint Research Call under the initiative was launched on 12 
May 2022, with a funding commitment of €6m for joint proposals between Irish and New Zealand 
researchers.  
 
An Ireland - Northern Ireland - UK bilateral workshop was attended in March 2022 by officials from 
DAFM and Teagasc to explore collaborative opportunities in GHG mitigation and carbon 
sequestration from agriculture. Follow-up meetings are planned on feed additives to reduce 
methane from ruminants later this year. 
 
Meetings were held bilaterally with officials from both the Australian and Mexican Embassies in Q1 
and Q2 2022 to explore research opportunities and possible collaboration. This is currently at a 
preliminary stage of discussions. 
 
Ireland has joined the Research Working Group of the international Agroecology Coalition with 
representatives from DAFM. Currently the Working Group is looking at new research opportunities 
and synergies with other international research organisations. 

 

Action 334 Increasing Climate resilience in our Forest Estate 

Q2 2022 measure: Include climate change adaptation measures aimed at increasing the resilience 
of new and existing forests in the new Forest Strategy (2022-2030)  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DAFM have carried out an extensive period of consultation on a new vision for forestry. An 
online public consultation on the new vision for forestry was carried out between March and April 
2022 and received over 3000 submissions. These submissions are currently being reviewed. A 
deliberative dialogue event took place on 10 and 14 May 2022, similar to a citizen assembly, where 
100 people deliberated on a range of forestry topics.  
 
A draft forestry strategy is currently being prepared and includes the importance of forests in 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. The Forest Strategy will be finalised and published in Q4 
2022. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4454f-ireland-new-zealand-joint-research-mechanism/


11 
 

Action 336 Improve climate resilience in crop production 

Q2 2022 measure: Continue with Value for Cultivation and Use (VCU) trials to identify varieties of 
various crops suitable for Irish Conditions  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Winter Oilseed Rape Recommended List completed and published at gov.ie - Crops 
(www.gov.ie). 

 

Action 339 Identify priority steps towards building resilience from the seafood section of the 
Agriculture, Forest, and Seafood Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Review and prioritise the Steps Towards Building Resilience in the 
seafood case studies  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Drafting of the report, which identifies the priority steps towards building resilience from 
the seafood case studies in the Sectoral Adaptation Plan, is completed. The report is currently 
undergoing final review by stakeholders with a view to formal sign-off in July 2022. 

 

Action 342 Adopt the new EU Fertiliser Product regulation to allow a more resource efficient 
use of nutrients, which has the beneficial effect of reducing the number of 
fertilisers used and hence their environmental impact 

Q2 2022 measure: Implement the new Fertiliser Product Regulation (Regulation (EU) No. 
2019/1009)  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This Regulation comes into effect in July 2022 and will be implemented from then. A 
Statutory Instrument to give effect is being drafted at present for delivery in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 342 Adopt the new EU Fertiliser Product regulation to allow a more resource efficient 
use of nutrients, which has the beneficial effect of reducing the number of 
fertilisers used and hence their environmental impact 

Q2 2022 measure: Consult with the fertiliser industry to ensure the smooth transition to the new 
regulatory regime  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: There are weekly meetings with industry and in addition a workshop on implementation 
of the new Regulation took place in May 2022. DAFM presented to industry and had a discussion 
following the presentations. A FAQ will be developed.  
 
A further workshop with industry will take place in Q3/Q4 2022. 

 

http://www.gov.ie/
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Action 342 Adopt the new EU Fertiliser Product regulation to allow a more resource efficient 
use of nutrients, which has the beneficial effect of reducing the number of 
fertilisers used and hence their environmental impact 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop inspection procedures and product testing protocols for market 
surveillance of EU fertilising products  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Current procedures and protocols have been reviewed. Updated procedures and protocols 
are in place and will be rolled out to appropriate personnel in mid July. 

 

Action 353 Assess the economic and employment implications of the transition to a low-
carbon economy 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Conclude Phase 2 of the assessment of the implications of climate 
mitigation options on socioeconomic value of agricultural production and the rural economy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The report finalised and is awaiting internal sign-off.  It is currently planned that following 
sign-off in early July, the report will be published. 

 

Action 355 Develop Egg Carbon Footprint for Sustainable Egg Assurance Scheme members 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop Egg Carbon Footprint  

Responsible body: Bord Bia 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Egg Carbon Footprint model was reaccredited to Publicly Available Specification (PAS) 
2050 by the Carbon Trust at the end of Q1 2022, with a number of improvements made involving 
updating emissions factors for farming inputs.  
 
The updated model will be coded into the Egg Producer Portal page in Q3/Q4 so that members of 
the Sustainable Egg Assurance Scheme can begin uploading data to generate a carbon footprint 
feedback report for their houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bordbia.ie/farmers-growers/get-involved/become-quality-assured/sustainable-egg-assurance-scheme-seas/
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Action 356 Develop a Farmer eLearning Platform 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop Farm Modules to raise understanding and improve farm performance 
on sustainability  

Responsible body: Bord Bia 

Status: Complete 

Update: New modules on water quality and soil health were launched on the farm sustainability 
learning hub in April 2022. This expands the catalogue of elearning modules to 7: 

• Water Quality 

• Soil Health 

• Introduction to Greenhouse Gases 

• The Teagasc MACC (Marginal Abatement Cost Curve) 

• Introduction to Farmland Biodiversity 

• Responsible Use of Antibiotics 

• Energy Efficiency in Agriculture 
 
Bord Bia will continue to work with Teagasc and other stakeholders to develop new eLearning 
content for members of the Sustainable Assurance Schemes through 2022. 

 

Action 356 Develop a Farmer eLearning Platform 

Q2 2022 measure: Launch and promote the eLearning Platform  

Responsible body: Bord Bia 

Status: Complete 

Update: The eLearning Hub was launched in Q4 2021 and can be accessed by members through 
their Farmer Portal page. The farmer portal also provides farmers with resources related to their 
sustainable assurance scheme audit such as their farmer feedback report, sustainability survey and 
audit close-out.   
 
Course completion rates can be recorded against specific herd numbers due to the single sign-on 
between the farmer portal page and the Learning Management System. 
 
To date, approximately 2000 farmers have registered on the Farm Sustainability Learning Hub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.origingreen.ie/what-is-origin-green/behind-the-programme/sustainable-assurance-schemes/
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Action 357 Develop Farm Sustainability Planner 

Q2 2022 measure: Collate sustainability fact sheets and develop actions list  

Responsible body: Bord Bia 

Status: Complete 

Update: The list of relevant fact sheets has been collated along with action lists for the inventory, 
which will form a key part of the Farm Sustainability Planner. Final workshops with Teagasc, Bord 
Bia and information technology developers took place in Q2 to finalise the specification for building 
the Farm Sustainability Planning Tool.   
 
This platform aims to recommend sustainability actions which reflect current best practice industry 
guidelines (e.g. the Teagasc ‘MACC’) for farmers to browse and add to their farm-specific 
sustainability plans.   
 
Bord Bia have finalised the action inventory list for improving water quality with Teagasc’s 
Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme advisors and the remaining action list 
for piloting. 

 

Action 362 Train farm advisors to support farmers in the implementation of climate 
mitigation practices at farm level. 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Develop and roll-out a Training of Farm Advisors Programme to 400 
public and private advisors in 2021 to upskill in key areas such as climate change, health and safety, 
biodiversity, and soil and water challenges  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Following two procurement processes, contracts have been signed with an online training 
platform provider and a training content provider. The continuous professional development 
Programme is due to be launched in July 2022, with the roll out of the first training module on 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. Further modules will be released in Q3 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/publications/2018/An-Analysis-of-Abatement-Potential-of-Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions-in-Irish-Agriculture-2021-2030.pdf
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Action 363 Support Regional Assemblies to identify areas of potential growth in the 
bioeconomy 

Q2 2022 measure: Identify sustainable value chains based on available bioresources in each 
regional area through the ABC Economy research project  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Agri Bio Circular (ABC) Economy project held an end of project event on 11 May 2022, 
presenting the following information: 

• Introduction to the ABC Economy Project & Event - Dr. Fionnuala Murphy, University 
College Dublin 

• ABC Economy Results - Dr. Rosanna Kleemann, University College Dublin 

• Techno-Economic Analysis of Anearobic Digestion in Co. Tipperary - Seán Douglas, 
University College Dublin 

• Draft Bioeconomy Innovation Blueprint  
 
The project team are coordinating with another research project to examine the assessment of the 
impact of novel circular economy sectors within the Irish bioeconomy and issues in relation to 
scale-up. This coordination activity will feed into the generation of the innovation blueprint.  
 
The Draft Bioeconomy Innovation Blueprint, which will  encompass a model for the assessment of 
regional bioeconomy value chains based on examining this matter in two Counties Tipperary & 
Monaghan, is now being finalised by the project team based on the feedback received at the final 
event in May. It will be completed in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 363 Support Regional Assemblies to identify areas of potential growth in the 
bioeconomy 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete Fast Track to Policy Circular Bioeconomy Outlook Study  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The report was provided to the EPA at the end of May 2022.  The report was reviewed by 
the steering group in June 2022 and is back with the project team to be finalised by start of 
September 2022. 
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Transport 
 

Action 231 Continue the improvement and expansion of the Active Travel and Greenway 
Network 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop the National Cycling Manual  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Development of the new cycle infrastructure manual has been quite complex. Full 
publication is now expected in Q3 2022, but noted that on-site works are not delayed as they are 
being designed to current guidelines. 

 

Action 231 Continue the improvement and expansion of the Active Travel and Greenway 
Network 

Q2 2022 measure: Development of TII technical standards for Greenway development and Active 
Travel  

Responsible body: TII 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft standards undergoing final approval in TII and expected to be published by end July. 

 

Action 232 Develop a coherent and connected National Cycle Network Strategy 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete consultation on a draft National Cycle Network strategy to support 
development of a strategic national network of signed, mainly segregated or low-traffic routes 
primarily for cycling but also accessible and attractive for those walking, scooting  

Responsible body: TII 

Status: Complete 

Update: The public consultation for the National Cycle Network ran from 4 May to 7 June 
(https://ncn.consultation.ai/), with over 9,000 unique visitors to consultation page and over 1,300 
submissions received. Final plan expected for end 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ncn.consultation.ai/
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Action 233 Construct an additional 1,000km of cycling and walking infrastructure 

Q2 2022 measure: Create Dublin “Bike Life” cycle report  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Walking and Cycling Index (formally Bike Life Report) was launched on 19 May 2022. 
Report notes that Walking and Cycling in the Dublin Metropolitan Area helps to take 330,000 cars 
off the road every day. A copy of the report is available here: 
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/220504-
WACI22_DublinMetropolitanArea_v35_DIGITAL_v2.pdf  

 

Action 234 Encourage an increased level of modal shift towards Active Travel (walking and 
cycling) and away from private car use 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Publish the NTA’s 5-Year Walking and Cycling Delivery Plan  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Plan being substantially revised to better reflect the Climate Action Plan direction on the 
re-allocation of road space. Publication continues to be expected in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 236 Legislate to improve the Active Travel environment in urban centres 

Q2 2022 measure: Publish amended legislation which increases fixed notices for parking on a 
footpath, cycle track or bus lane  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: Regulations signed and fixed charge notices increases commenced 1 February 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/220504-WACI22_DublinMetropolitanArea_v35_DIGITAL_v2.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/220504-WACI22_DublinMetropolitanArea_v35_DIGITAL_v2.pdf
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Action 237 Enable use of e-scooters and e-bikes 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Legislative provisions for Powered Personal Transporters (PPTs) 
included in Road Traffic Miscellaneous Provisions Bill  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Completion of this action is dependent on the passage of the bill through the Oireachtas. 
Minister Ryan completed committee-stage debate with the Transport and Communications 
Committee on 22 June.  
 
It is expected to complete the Dáil stages before the summer recess, with a view to finalisation and 
enactment in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 240 Commence delivery of BusConnects Network Redesign in Cork, Galway, Limerick & 
Waterford 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete the public consultation for bus network redesign in Cork  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Cork New Network was published for public consultation in June 2022 and will run to 
September 2022. The New Cork Bus Network will be delivered on a phased approach during 2023 
and 2024. 

 

Action 242 Commence delivery of BusConnects in Cork (Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure 
Works) 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Commence initial public consultation on proposals for Core Bus 
Corridors in Cork  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Complete 

Update: The public consultation on the 12 Sustainable Transport Corridors in Cork commenced 
end-June and will run to 9 September (www.busconnects.ie/cork).  
 
The public consultation will include significant public engagement with public information events, 
emerging preferred route designs and details per route. There will also be established community 
forums to get feedback and insights at a local level from residents, commuters and businesses 
across the 12 proposed transport corridors. 

 

 

 

https://busconnects.ie/cork/busconnects-cork-new-bus-network/
http://www.busconnects.ie/cork
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Action 244 Commence delivery of BusConnects in Galway (Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure 
Works) 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Submit planning consent application for Cross City Link, a central part 
of BusConnects Galway  

Responsible body: Galway City Council 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A non-statutory public consultation process was undertaken during 2020. Following 
consultation feedback, the scheme is now being finalised and planning consent will be sought 
during Q3 2022.   
 
On the assumption of planning consent being granted, construction work would commence prior to 
the end of 2023 or early in 2024, subject to the planning process. 

 

Action 245 Implement an enhanced rural transport system through delivery of Connecting 
Ireland Rural Mobility Plan 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Complete the preliminary business case supporting Connecting Ireland  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: As of March 2022, the Connecting Ireland final business case has been received by 
D/Transport and is currently undergoing an internal review. Subject to Public Spending Code 
guidance on current expenditure schemes. 

 

Action 246 Commence delivery of DART+ Programme and continue heavy rail fleet 
investment 

Q2 2022 measure: Seek Railway Order for DART + West  

Responsible body: Iarnród Éireann 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Railway Order is now finalised and following approval of NTA Board in July, the 
Railway Order for DART+ West will be submitted to An Bord Pleanála in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 247 Commence delivery of MetroLink 

Q2 2022 measure: Submit railway order application for MetroLink  

Responsible body: TII 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Preliminary Business Case for MetroLink will be brought to Government for approval 
on 4 July 2022. If approved, the Railway Order application is expected to be submitted to An Bord 
Pleanála in September this year. 

 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/connecting-ireland/
https://www.metrolink.ie/#/home
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Action 251 Publish the impact of speed and speed limits on greenhouse gas emissions and 
pollutants 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Publish results and identify regulatory barriers and develop proposals 
to address them  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: TII’s Strategic and Transport Planning Section completed this report in March 2022.  
Report available from: https://www.tii.ie/tii-library/strategic-planning/transport-research-and-
information-notes(trins)/Impact-of-National-Road-Speed-Limit-Reductions-on-Greenhouse-Gas-
Emissions.pdf  

 

Action 252 Continue rollout of variable speed limits/dynamic traffic management 
infrastructure on the M50 Motorway to increase safety and reduce congestion 

Q2 2022 measure: High-level scoping for potential introduction on other motorways / national 
roads  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Report in preparation by TII, but subject to a few weeks' delay. Publication now expected 
Q3 2022. 

 

Action 252 Continue rollout of variable speed limits/dynamic traffic management 
infrastructure on the M50 Motorway to increase safety and reduce congestion 

Q2 2022 measure: Legislate to allow TII to set enforceable speed limits  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft legislative text prepared and formally incorporated into the Road Traffic and Roads 
Bill 2021. Completion of this action is dependent on the passage of the bill through the Oireachtas. 
Minister Ryan completed committee-stage debate with the Transport and Communications 
Committee on 22 June. It is expected to complete the Dáil stages before the summer recess, with a 
view to finalisation and enactment in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 254 Require all cities with a population exceeding 75,000 to produce a sustainable 
transport plan for review by National Transport Authority and D/Transport 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Finalise and publish sustainable transport plan for Limerick  

Responsible body: Local Authorities 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Revised Draft Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy published by NTA 
for public consultation on 26 April, which ran until 10 June. Submissions are being considered in 
advance of finalisation. 

https://www.tii.ie/tii-library/strategic-planning/transport-research-and-information-notes(trins)/Impact-of-National-Road-Speed-Limit-Reductions-on-Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions.pdf
https://www.tii.ie/tii-library/strategic-planning/transport-research-and-information-notes(trins)/Impact-of-National-Road-Speed-Limit-Reductions-on-Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions.pdf
https://www.tii.ie/tii-library/strategic-planning/transport-research-and-information-notes(trins)/Impact-of-National-Road-Speed-Limit-Reductions-on-Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions.pdf
https://consult.nationaltransport.ie/en/consultation/draft-limerick-shannon-metropolitan-area-transport-strategy-lsmats
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Action 255 Balance better movement priorities within urban areas to transition the built 
environment and public domain from one that is “vehicle centred” to being 
“people centred” to align with the goal of net zero by 2050 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop section 28 Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable and 
Compact Settlement Guidance, including guidance on connectivity and ease of movement for 
sustainable modes and place making  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is progressing on finalising an advanced draft of the Sustainable and Compact 
Settlement Guidance with the intention to commence the environmental assessments in Q3. 

 

Action 256 Ensure all metropolitan transport strategies reflect Climate Action Plan sectoral 
emission reduction targets 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Review Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Review of Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area ongoing. The NTA has 
considered the public consultation responses and have submitted a final draft to the Minister of 
Transport. Final publication now expected early Q3 2022. 

 

Action 256 Ensure all metropolitan transport strategies reflect Climate Action Plan sectoral 
emission reduction targets 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Revised Draft Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy published by NTA 
for public consultation on 26 April, which ran until 10 June. Submissions are being considered in 
advance of finalisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://consult.nationaltransport.ie/en/consultation/draft-limerick-shannon-metropolitan-area-transport-strategy-lsmats
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Action 257 Review and, if necessary, develop a regulatory framework for low-emission zones 

Q2 2022 measure: Review primary and secondary legislation with a view to ensuring that local 
authorities have the necessary powers to introduce low- and zero-emission traffic zones  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: The purpose of this review was to investigate whether the existing body of road traffic 
legislation provides for an adequate regulatory framework for the possible introduction of low- and 
zero-emission zones without recourse to additional primary legislation.  
 
The review considered three possible legislative routes to low- and zero-emission zones and 
assessed the extent to which they might provide for these regulatory elements.  The review 
recommends seeking formal legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General and, subject to 
the outcome of this advice, maps out the necessary regulations to be made in order to have a full 
legislative framework in place in line with the agreed Climate Action Plan deadlines. 

 

 

Action 262 Deliver sustainable bus priority measures on the National Road Network 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Update design standards to facilitate Bus priority measures with 
associated dynamic traffic management on the national road network  

Responsible body: TII 

Status: Delayed 

Update: TII have informed the department that the guidance note complete and will be published 
imminently. 

 

 

Action 264 Award a contract to support the replacement of 78,000 lights in the southwest 
region as part of the national public lighting energy efficiency project and progress 
remaining 202,000 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete a retrofit of the remaining public lighting network 202,000 lights to 
energy efficient light-emitting diode (LED) lights  

Responsible body: CCMA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 
Region 1 (South West): Contract awarded December 2021. Planned Completion: 2024                                 
Region 2 (Eastern) Tender published Q3 2021. Contract awarded July 2022.                                                       
Region 3 (North West) Government support from Climate Action Fund being finalised. Tender to be 
issued July 2022. 
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Action 267 Ensure our regulatory regime for buildings requires the installation of EV charging 
infrastructure 

Q2 2022 measure: Provide for EV Charging Infrastructure in dwellings with parking spaces within 
curtilage  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Public Consultation is complete and regulation has been drafted. This will be published in 
the same Technical Guidance Document alongside Action 189c in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 268 Transition Dublin Metropolitan PSO bus services to low/zero emission bus fleet 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Introduce hybrid buses into full service  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 215 out of the 219 hybrid buses on order for Dublin Metropolitan Area PSO services are 
now in service. Parts availability issues impacting entry of final buses into service. 

 

Action 270 Transition PSO town bus services to low-emission bus fleet 

Q2 2022 measure: Award framework for the purchase of single deck midi and short length buses 
and place first order  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Procurement of Single Deck (Shorter Lengths) Electric Bus Framework commenced in April 
2022 with the intention of awarding contract by end 2022. 
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Action 271 Transition PSO Local Link bus services to low-/zero- emission bus fleets 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Deploy two electric vehicle buses on the Dingle peninsula, Co. Kerry  

Responsible body: NTA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Continued delays to Dingle Electric Bus Pilot due to several factors combined. Expected 
completion now into Q3 2022.           

• Site selection process – the search for a site to host the charging infrastructure took longer 
than expected. The only suitable site in terms of proximity to service, security, size, and 
cooperative landowner was not connected to the ESB grid. Therefore additional time and 
resources were required to arrange and construct a new connection. 

• Global supply issues – the delivery of the electric buses themselves were delayed by 
around six months as a result of global shortages and supply line issues. 

 

Action 275 Develop and launch an extensive communication and engagement campaign, 
whole of Government in coverage, to drive the availability and understanding of 
key information regarding EVs, tailored to household, business, and public sector 
consumers 

Q2 2022 measure: Roll out a communication and engagement strategy to drive EV uptake  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This campaign will be launched through Zero Emissions Vehicles Ireland- a new office 
being established in D/Transport. Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland is expected to be launched on 21 
July 2022. 

 

Action 276 Enable greater EV infrastructure roll-out for passenger cars and vans 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Review planning guidelines for residential and non-residential parking 
locations for Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure and issue guidance to Local Authorities  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: Text integrated as part of the finalised Development Plan Guidelines at: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-planning-
authorities/  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-planning-authorities/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-planning-authorities/
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Action 278 Launch a Destination Charger Scheme to install publicly accessible EV charging 
infrastructure 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop and launch the scheme  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Department engaging with Pobal and are getting legal advice on the Scheme. Expected 
launch now September/Q3 2022. 

 

Action 279 Amend the Home Charger Grant Scheme to include apartments 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop a pilot scheme to model the benefits of installing EV 
infrastructure to agencies/housing associations  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Final legal checks in progress. D/Transport engaging with DETE on State Aid. Expected 
launch to follow establishment of Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 280 Support the transition to electric vehicles in Gaeltacht communities through 
investment in EV infrastructure 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Establish fund to support the installation of electric car charging points 
at existing sports and recreational facilities across the Gaeltacht  

Responsible body: DTCAGSM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Following engagement with D/Transport on their Destination Charging Scheme, proposals 
to align this action with the national EV strategy and implementation plan are being progressed. 
This scheme will see the installation of EV charge points at a range of destinations and amenities 
such as sports facilities, Gaeltacht community and cultural centres, tourist sites and hotels. Delivery 
Date expected: Q4 2022 
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Action 281 Identify measures to support the shift to 95,000 electric vans 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Establish an industry forum to encourage the uptake of electric 
vehicles as a form of communication / outreach to industry  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Department of Transport is currently working to establish Zero Emission Vehicles 
Ireland (ZEVI). This office will have overall responsibility for the delivery of the Government’s 
commitments in respect of the transition to electric vehicles for private passenger cars and vans. It 
is intended to establish ZEVI in July 2022. Establishing an industry forum for vans will form part of 
the engagement activities on the work programme of that office. 

 

Action 282 Set a roadmap for more LEVs in Public Sector Fleets 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Issue circular to all Local Authorities and Public Sector Bodies calling for 
the cessation of Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) vehicle procurement in the car and van fleets – 
with excepts for certain vehicle categories  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be completed very early in Q3. The Public Sector Mandate includes the 
requirement to purchase only zero-emission vehicles where available and operationally feasible.  
The Memo for Government for decision on the Public Sector Climate Action Mandate will go before 
Cabinet on 5th July. The Public Sector Strategy (due Q3 2022) will provide further guidance and 
DECC will also consult with DPER, Local Authorities etc. on this. 

 

Action 283 Set out the planned level of biofuel use for the period to 2030 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Transpose the biofuel elements of the Renewable Energy Directive  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Biofuels elements will be included in a draft SI to transpose a number of arcticles from 
the Renewable Energy Directive II. Discussions with a legislative drafter to transpose the 
Renewable Energy Directive are ongoing. 

 

 

 

 

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/welcome-jec-website/reference-regulatory-framework/renewable-energy-recast-2030-red-ii_en
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Action 288 Publish the 10-year Haulage Strategy for Heavy Goods Vehicles 

Q2 2022 measure: Publish the 10-year Strategy for the Haulage Sector  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The timeline for the delivery of this strategy has been revised. A summary of the public 
consultation that was held last year will be published by the end of June. It is  anticipated that the 
full strategy will be completed and published in Q4 2022. 

 

Action 294 Carry out a review of the supply of renewable transport fuels in Ireland, such as 
biofuels, advanced biofuels, e-fuels, synthetic fuels, green hydrogen, and biogas 

Q2 2022 measure: Engage with the European Commission and European partners on sustainability 
provisions for renewable transport fuels as set out in EU legislation  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: Engagement is ongoing. The Department of Transport sits on the European Commission's 
Renewable Energy Directive II Sustainability Committee. The department also continues to engage 
in negotiations for Renewable Energy Directive III through DECC. 

 

Action 294 Carry out a review of the supply of renewable transport fuels in Ireland, such as 
biofuels, advanced biofuels, e-fuels, synthetic fuels, green hydrogen, and biogas 

Q2 2022 measure: Progress a study reviewing the profile, sustainability, and supply of renewable 
transport fuels in Ireland, such as biofuels, advanced biofuels, e-fuels, synthetic fuels, biogas, and 
green hydrogen  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft report to be submitted by contracted consultants in early July. 
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Action 300 Commission research on adaptation in the Transport sector to fill existing 
knowledge gaps 

Q2 2022 measure: Scope out a design for a concise comparative study between output of the EPA 
CIviC project and other resources such as Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management and Irish 
Coastal Protection Strategy Study maps to create a climate services resource for transport 
operators  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The project is underway. TII is working with Met Éireann and the TRANSLATE Project team 
to prove the project concept with design scope results expected by year-end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.marei.ie/project/translate/
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Electricity 
 

Action 99 Review the policy context for Large Energy Users (including Data Centres), 
ensuring alignment of enterprise policy and wider regulatory environment with 
electricity emission targets and security of supply 

Q2 2022 measure: Review the Government Statement on the role of Data Centres in Enterprise 
Policy, ensuring alignment with revised renewable electricity targets and sectoral emissions ceilings  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Review on the Government Statement on the role of Data Centres in Enterprise Policy, 
to ensure alignment with revised renewable electricity targets and sectoral emissions ceilings, is 
nearing completion. Stakeholder engagement has been ongoing and inputs have been received. 
The aim is to bring the revised statement to Cabinet in July. 

 

Action 101 Enable and incentivise demand side flexibility 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop operational and market technology delivery plan for national flexibility 
rollout  

Responsible body: ESBN 

Status: Complete 

Update: This was completed and published in January following full public consultation and 
extensive engagement with stakeholders and technology experts.  Follow on actions are now in 
place, to implement the technology on the roadmap, for example the pre qualification 
questionnaire for key operational technologies introduced in the roadmap (including an advanced 
distribution management system and DER management system) was released to vendors in Q2. 
Implementation recommendations paper is also now in place for procuring and implementing a 
"market management system". 

 

Action 101 Enable and incentivise demand side flexibility 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop ‘flexibility dashboards’ delivery plan for local, regional and community-
specific information including renewables and electricity carbon intensity  

Responsible body: ESBN 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The initial flexibility dashboards delivery plan was published in January 2022, following 
public consultation.  An update to this plan will be published as part of a wider Multiyear Flexibility 
Implementation Plan to be published in late Q3. Technical solution planning and customer/user 
research are now underway for the initial local and regional dashboards to be introduced from Q4 
2022 onwards.  It is planned that this should support peak demand reduction campaigns in winter 
2022, 2023 and 2024. 

 

https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/Publications/Publication-files/Government-Statement-Data-Centres-Enterprise-Strategy.pdf
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Action 102 Ensure supportive spatial planning framework for onshore renewable electricity 
generation development 

Q2 2022 measure: Designate a single contact point to guide applicants through and facilitate the 
entire permit granting process for renewable electricity installations  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft SI to implement Renewable Energy Directive II with drafter, expected to be 
published by end of Q3 

 

Action 103 Transpose Internal Market for Electricity Directive (EU) 2019/944 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop Statutory Instruments transposing remaining articles in Directive  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The majority of the Directive has now been transposed, with the following SIs notifed this 
year: SI 20/2022, SI 37/2022, SI 76/2022 and SI 227/2022.  
 
On foot of Attorney General advice, primary legislation is now required to complete the remaining 
elements of transposition,  and is being developed as a matter of urgency to create an 
authorisation framework for new market participants in the Directive, which will allow the 
transposition of the final articles in the Directive which depend on this framework being in place. 

 

Action 103 Transpose Internal Market for Electricity Directive (EU) 2019/944 

Q2 2022 measure: Submit completed correlation table and notify transposition measures to the 
European Commission  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The majority of the Directive has now been transposed and notifed to the Commission, 
with four further SIs transposed and notified this year so far.  
 
Despite regular engagement with the European Commission, a letter of formal notice was received 
for partial transposition on 19 May 2022, and the Department is now engaging intensively with the 
CRU and legal unit to complete and notify the outsanding elements of transposition and respond to 
the Letter of Formal Notice. 
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Action 104 Deliver regular Onshore Renewable Electricity Support Scheme auctions that 
aligns with spatial and planning policy and efficient use of the network 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete RESS 2 Auction  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Auction complete, Final results approved by Government on 14 June and published on 15 
June. Letters of Offer have been issued to all successful applicants. 

 

Action 105 Deliver a Microgeneration Policy Framework 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Publish the final High-Level Design for a Microgeneration Support 
Scheme  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC is working with the CRU to finalise the Final Scheme Design (FSD) document to 
ensure alignment with the Clean Export Tariff implementation plan to be delivered under response 
28 of the National Energy Security Framework. Whilst CRU has provided substantial input to date, 
they have significant resource gaps and are currently recruiting to staff up this area. DECC expect to 
publish the FSD in Q3 

 

Action 105 Deliver a Microgeneration Policy Framework 

Q2 2022 measure: Commence transition of existing Solar PV domestic grant scheme to 
microgeneration support scheme grant scheme  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: The SEAI extended the pilot domestic solar PV scheme to the microgeneration support 
scheme domestic grant scheme on the 16 February, to  include the changes that were agreed in the 
Government approval of the microgeneration support scheme, i.e., the removal of the minimum 
BER C requirements and to allow access to the scheme for houses built up to the end of 2020. For 
more info, see: https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/solar-electricity-grant/   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea9e4-national-energy-security-framework/
https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/solar-electricity-grant/
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Action 105 Deliver a Microgeneration Policy Framework 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete the implementation of interim micro-generation system & market 
change solution  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Complete 

Update: Confirmed the interim microgeneration settlement solution went live on the 28 June 2022. 

 

Action 106 Ensure communities benefit from renewable energy projects in RESS – benefit 
funds and ownership 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish Community Enabling Framework Trusted Advisor Framework  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Enabling Framework launched in April, including Trusted Advisory framework. More 
information can be found at https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/ress/enabling-framework/  

 

Action 106 Ensure communities benefit from renewable energy projects in RESS – benefit 
funds and ownership 

Quarterly measure: Progress reporting on status of Community Enabling Framework  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Steering Board met on Thursday 16 June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/ress/enabling-framework/
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Action 107 Conclude the review of the current planning exemptions relating to solar panels, 
to ensure that households, schools, and communities can be strong champions of 
climate action 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Introduce interim regulations amending solar panel planning 
exemptions, with defined exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes for solar installations  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The review is complete and substantial changes to the planning exemptions for solar 
panels are proposed.  
 
It has been determined that a full Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) on the draft 
regulations is required. The Appropriate Assessment (AA) screening has now been concluded by 
DHLGH's Ecological Assessment Unit and the need for AA has been screened out.   
 
A public consultation as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the draft solar planning 
exemption regulations launched on 15 June 2022 and will run until 5pm on 13 July 2022. Written 
submissions or observations will be taken into consideration before finalisation of the draft 
regulations. 
 
The draft regulations will be submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas for approval, as required 
under the Planning Acts, following the conclusion of the SEA and AA  processes. 

 

Action 107 Conclude the review of the current planning exemptions relating to solar panels, 
to ensure that households, schools, and communities can be strong champions of 
climate action 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop necessary aviation safeguarding maps in conjunction with external 
consultants and introduce final regulations concerning solar panel planning exemptions, 
incorporating said maps  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: While the regulations under Action 107a are being advanced, DHLGH is concurrently 
examining the scope to draft supplementary regulations to further expand the exemptions by way 
of reducing the proposed restriction zones around airports. 

 

Action 108 Deliver a Solar and Small-Scale Generation Policy Framework 

Q2 2022 measure: Publish a draft Small-Scale Generation (SSG) scheme for consultation to support 
the deployment of rooftop and groundmounted solar PV in cohorts that are not as suited to 
measures such as the Microgeneration Support Scheme and RESS  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Elements of supporting economic analysis outstanding. Consultation due to launch early 
Q3 2022.  
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Action 109 Ensure security of electricity supply 

Q2 2022 measure: Undertake all necessary steps to ensure secure and reliable supplies of 
electricity to all consumers  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Complete 

Update: A range of actions to ensure security of electricity supply are being progressed under the 
CRU Security of Electricity Supply: Programme of Actions by CRU in cooperation with DECC & 
EirGrid. Actions range from short to long term.  
 
Outputs will be reflected in terms of the updated capacity margin projections via future Generation 
Capacity Statements for the duration of the Programme. 

 

Action 113 Facilitate very high penetration of variable renewable electricity through system 
services and market arrangements 

Q2 2022 measure: Detailed design of new market arrangements for the evolution of System 
Services to enable renewable electricity targets and zero carbon system services  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Engagement ongoing between EirGrid and CRU on plans for detailed design of System 
Services Future Arrangements which is due for publication before end of 2022 subject to 
resourcing. 

 

Action 115 Review the policy position on the development of private networks/direct lines 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Draft and publish consultation paper on policy options on Private Wires  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Publication of consultation to take place in Q3 2022 subject to additional resources. 

 

Action 117 Facilitate the development of offshore wind, including the connection of at least 5 
Gigawatts of offshore wind, based on competitive auctions, to the grid by 2030 

Quarterly measure: Continued analysis of onshore transmission system capacity to integrate 5 
Gigawatts of offshore wind, including any necessary reinforcements  

Responsible body: EirGrid 

Status: Complete 

Update: Eirgrid has provided DECC with a number of updates on this workstream during Q2, and 
has further engaged with Phase One projects. 
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Action 118 Develop a clear Offshore Renewable Energy Grid Connection Policy 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop a grid connection policy for First Offshore Renewable Energy Auction 
following Government decision on grid policy  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Complete 

Update: This action has been completed by the CRU, which will conduct additional offshore grid 
related actions/workstreams ahead of the first offshore RESS auction:                                                                                                                          
https://www.cru.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CRU202214-Decision-Offshore-Grid-
Connection-Assessment-Phase-1-Projects2.pdf  

 

Action 120 Ensure offshore renewable energy requirements are delivered in the Maritime 
Area Planning Bill 

Q2 2022 measure: Finalise Offshore Renewable Energy specific secondary legislation and 
Regulations within 4 months of the Maritime Area Planning Bill being enacted   

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Work on required secondary legislation has been completed 

 

Action 121 Develop a new consenting system for offshore renewable energy post Maritime 
Area Planning Bill enactment 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop process and guidance for Maritime Area Consent applications for 
Offshore Renewable Energy under the new Maritime Area Planning legislation  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The new Maritime Area Consent application window was opened by the Minister of 
Environment, Climate and Communications on 25 April 2022 and will close on 22 June. Decisions on 
applications will be made in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 122 Finalise design and rollout of dedicated offshore RESS auction 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop terms and conditions for dedicated offshore RESS auction  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: In order to take due consideration of offshore Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) 1 terms and conditions modifications that may be required in light of market conditions 
(indexation) and outcomes in RESS 2 (constraint and curtailment assumptions); approval and 
publication of Final offshore RESS 1  terms and conditions may extend to Q3. This will not affect the 
auction timing itself, which, in this case, would remain scheduled for launch in Q4 2022. 

 

https://www.cru.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CRU202214-Decision-Offshore-Grid-Connection-Assessment-Phase-1-Projects2.pdf
https://www.cru.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CRU202214-Decision-Offshore-Grid-Connection-Assessment-Phase-1-Projects2.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/f55dc-public-consultation-on-the-draft-terms-and-conditions-of-the-first-offshore-competition-under-the-renewable-electricity-support-scheme-oress-1/
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Action 124 Develop a storage policy framework that supports the achievement of electricity 
emissions targets 

Q2 2022 measure: Consult on a policy framework for electricity based on electricity system needs  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Consultation paper very near completion. However, further input needed from regulator 
and various stakeholder bodies to finalise content. To be published in early Q3 2022 

 

Action 125 Facilitate the connection of hybrid technologies that minimise grid reinforcement 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Determine contractual framework approach to accommodate Multiple 
Legal Entities behind a single connection point  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Delayed 

Update: There were delays in the submission of the proposed contractual framework from the 
System Operators to CRU, which arrived end of Q2 2022. This proposal will require review from 
CRU before the System Operators proceed. 

 

Action 125 Facilitate the connection of hybrid technologies that minimise grid reinforcement 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Scoping of Work Package for trading of Maximum Export Capacity 
(MEC) in Ireland  

Responsible body: EirGrid 

Status: Complete 

Update: EirGrid and ESB Networks approved a Joint Scoping document for “Technical Assessment 
of Options for Sharing of MEC behind a Single Connection Point” on schedule in March 2022 

 

Action 125 Facilitate the connection of hybrid technologies that minimise grid reinforcement 

Q2 2022 measure: Issue System Operators recommendations to CRU on proposed changes to Over 
Install policy (ESBN and Eirgrid)  

Responsible body: EirGrid 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Technical studies to assess the potential impact of increasing the current over-install 
limitations in the policy have been completed and a recommendations paper is being finalised. We 
currently expect this to be submitted to CRU / Utility Regulator [Northern Ireland] by the end of 
July. 
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Action 128 Establish Cross-Departmental Offshore Renewable Energy Team 

Q2 2022 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: A cross-Departmental Offshore Wind Delivery Taskforce has been established by DECC in 
order to drive delivery and capture wider and longer term economic and business opportunities 
associated with the development of offshore renewables in Ireland. This will include the 
identification of supporting infrastructure development and supply chain opportunities as Ireland’s 
offshore wind industry is developed.  
 
The Taskforce has met twice since its establishment, with the next meeting scheduled for July 
2022. The Taskforce will report through DECC’s internal governance and oversight structures. This 
structure will support reporting by the Department to the Climate Action Delivery Board and by the 
Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to the Cabinet Committee on 
Environment and Climate Action. 
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Land Use, Land Use Change, Forestry, and the Marine 
 

Action 364 Project Woodland to develop a shared national approach for trees, woods, and 
forest 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Carry out a public consultation in preparation of the Forest Strategy 
and the new Forestry Programme (post-2022)  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: An online public consultation on the new vision for forestry was carried out between 16 
March and 27 April 2022 and received over 3000 submissions. These submissions are currently 
being reviewed.  
 
A deliberative dialogue event took place on the 10 and 14 May 2022, similar to a citizen assembly, 
where 100 people deliberated on a range of forestry topics.  
 
A public attitudes survey took place in December 2021 where 1,000 people were asked a range of 
questions on forestry. 

 
Action 364 Project Woodland to develop a shared national approach for trees, woods, and 

forest 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Carry out a SEA in preparation of the Forest Strategy and the Forestry 
Programme (post- 2022)  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The SEA and AA is currently taking place and is now expected to conclude in Q4 2022. A 
draft of the Forestry Strategy and Forestry Programme is currently being prepared which will be 
shaped by the public consultation that has taken place to date.  
 
The next phase of the SEA and AA process will examine the draft strategy and programme before 
being submitted for statutory public consultation. 
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Action 364 Project Woodland to develop a shared national approach for trees, woods, and 
forest 

Q2 2022 measure: Launch the new Forest Strategy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DAFM have carried out an extensive period of consultation on a new vision for forestry. A 
draft forestry strategy is currently being prepared and will be finalised and published in Q4 2022.  
 
The draft Forest Strategy will be subjected to a Strategic Environmental Evaluation and Appropriate 
Assessment which will be subject to statutory public consultation in Q4 2022. 

 

Action 366 Implement Forestry Programme 2014-2022 (includes 2-year extension) 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Increase participation of existing schemes and measures  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DAFM continue to the monitor participation across all schemes and publish a weekly 
detailed dashboard of licences issued and published information on scheme participation.  While 
the applications for schemes such as Roads, Creation of Woodlands on Public Lands and the 
Reconstitution Scheme have increased, afforestation applications have reduced. 
 
DAFM is developing a communications strategy for the new Forestry Programme 2023-2027 and 
proposed new Forest Strategy which will have a particular focus to increase farmer participation 
across all schemes. 

 

Action 367 Increase the level of afforestation to meet targets 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Start the planting of 1,500ha of native woodland on Bord na Mona cut-
over bogs as part of an integrated land use plan which includes rewetting and habitat restoration  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Afforestation application for phase 1 pilot (circa 300 ha) now being considered by the 
Forest Service (public consultation underway). If an afforestation consent is issued and not 
appealed by end of August 2022 it will be possible to establish 300ha of native woodlands in the 
winter 2022/2023 season.  
 
Each month of delay after August will reduce the ability to plant in the winter 2022/2023 season by 
approximately 25%. If consent is not received by January 2023 the opportunity to do any planting 
will have passed and next opportunity will be in the winter 2023/2024 season. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/a9b36-public-consultation-on-a-shared-national-vision-for-the-role-of-trees-and-forests-in-irelands-future-and-in-developing-a-new-forest-strategy/
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Action 373 Develop and support forests and forest owners in the sustainable management of 
woodland and the importance of climate mitigation and adaptation 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Assess the training needs of foresters and review the DAFM scheme for 
the continuous professional development of registered foresters  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DAFM have engaged a consultant to carry out a Training Needs Analysis to support the 
needs of an effective forestry licensing process. The objectives of the Training Needs Analysis is: 

• To review current training provision and identify gaps in line with the forestry licensing 
process.  

• To make recommendations for required training provision to support the submission of 
quality applications relating to afforestation forest roads and felling licences. 

• To assess the need for awareness building of the forestry licensing system amongst the 
primary prescribed bodies, who may be consulted by DAFM during the licensing process 
i.e.  the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, An Taisce, Local 
Authorities and the National Monument Service. 

 
The results of the analysis will inform training requirements of registered foresters which will also 
include the importance of adaptation and tree selection. The training needs analysis will be 
completed by Q4 2022. 

 

Action 374 Conduct research into species selection to increase resilience to climate change 

Q2 2022 measure: Assess Adaptation/Appropriate species selection for climate change  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Recruitment delays have delayed this action. A research officer is in the process of being 
recruited for the FitForest project.  
 
Some species trials have been assessed or are in the process of being assessed, notably Oak, Beech, 
Sitka spruce and some minor species. Climate scenarios and their effects on bud burst have been 
quantified and the effect of CO2 concentrations on temperature elevation and corresponding 
effect on growing season length, which is predicted to change depending on Representative 
Concentration Pathway.  
 
Further information will be available after the assessment of experimental trials and into 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/research/fit-forests-project/
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Action 378 Support the development and use of harvested wood products 

Q2 2022 measure: Showcasing of Irish timber in the design of the new Fáilte Ireland flagship 
destination in Coillte's Avondale  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Complete 

Update: The €16m redevelopment of Avondale House and Forest Park Project is now complete and 
opened on 21 June 2022. An official opening will occur on 6 July 2022 and will be opened by the 
President.  
 
The project showcases a range of low carbon structural engineered timber applications 
manufactured from homegrown timber. Highly durable Douglas fir was used for the exterior glulam 
structures supporting the treetop walkway and the decking structure of both the walkway and 38m 
tower.  
 
Internally, C16 strength graded Sitka spruce, our most common commercial species, was laminated 
to form high strength glulam beams. The longest spans ever produced from Sitka spruce are clearly 
visible in the seed café to further showcase the potential for our fibre. 
 
Planning in now underway for a ‘Wood’ Promotion Event at Avondale to showcase timber 
innovation and to discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the sector in developing an 
engineered wood industry. This event is being targeted to take place in October 2022. 

 

Action 389 Establish a national soil moisture monitoring network 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish the national soil moisture monitoring network  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Nine sites have been fully instrumented and are up and running. One site will be 
completed by July 2022. 

 

Action 391 Further refine hedgerow carbon sequestration 

Q2 2022 measure: Publication of a review paper on hedgerow carbon sequestration  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A project manuscript has been submitted and is currently under review. It distinguishes 
two hedgerow types with wider more irregular shaped hedgerows as having greater potential for 
climate regulation. 

 

https://www.failteireland.ie/Utility/News-Library/%E2%82%AC16m-redevelopment-avondale-forest-park.aspx
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Action 394 Promotion of forestry activity 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Establish agroforestry research and demonstration sites to improve 
adoption of forestry and integration of animal and forestry agriculture, subject to planting approval  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The agroforestry demonstration/research site at Johnstown Castle is currently being 
established. The ash-dieback affected stand has been felled whilst selected healthy-looking trees 
were retained. Stumps have been drilled. Brash and the site has been mulched.  
 
The site is currently being prepared for planned pasture reseeding during Q2 2022 and tree 
planting in Winter 2022/23. 

 

Action 402 Coordinate the actions in the Programme for Government regarding peatlands to 
maximise the benefits for biodiversity 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: The Peatlands Strategy Implementation Group will report on progress 
in the implementation of actions regarding peatlands additional to those set out in the National 
Peatlands Strategy 2015  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A report which sets out progress on the main actions for peatlands which maximise 
benefits for biodiversity will be published in Q3 2022 as part of the National Peatlands Strategy 
mid-term review. 

 

Action 406 Restore and enhance natural systems to increase resilience – starting with 
managing hydrological processes, carbon processes and pollination 

Q2 2022 measure: Restoration plan published for 60ha of blanket bog in the Wicklow Mountains 
National Park  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Baseline monitoring to be complete in July 2022. Restoration management Request for 
Tender  to be advertised before August 2022. Successful completion of works expected before 
December 2022. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/johnstown/
https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-council/national-peatlands-strategy
https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-council/national-peatlands-strategy


43 
 

Action 413 Increase ocean knowledge and support research and innovation, investing in 
research and innovation 

Q2 2022 measure: Ensure that the successor to the National Marine Research & Innovation 
Strategy 2017- 2021 will have the key objective of “advancing towards a climate neutral ocean 
economy”  

Responsible body: Marine Institute 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A report by Steelesrock Consultants, commissioned by the Marine Institute - ‘Towards a 
successor to the National Marine Research & Innovation Strategy 2017-2021’ - was finalised in 
March 2022 (Phase 1). The new Strategy needs to align with and connect to ‘Impact 2030 – 
Ireland’s Research & Innovation Strategy’ which was launched by Simon Harris TD, Minister for 
Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science on 18 May 2022. Hence, further 
progress was put on hold pending the publication of the national strategy.   
 
Planning is now underway to implement a second phase of the preparation process, in 
collaboration with relevant national agencies and Government Departments, with the aim of 
having an advanced draft of the new Strategy by the end of 2022. 

 

Action 420 Develop a Demonstration Natural Capital Accounts model for the seafood sector 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Preparation of the demonstration Natural Capital Account  

Responsible body: BIM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Natural Capital Accounting establishes a set of principles and processes to organise social, 
economic, and environmental data, ensures the information is spatially and temporally 
comparable, and generates outputs. 
 
The purpose of the accounts are to support the Irish seafood industry in the management of ocean 
resources sustainably, and to support seafood industry operators to create value.  The use case 
assessment, accounts and methods and synthesis reports are complete and are published at: 
https://bim.ie/aquaculture/sustainability-and-certification/natural-capital-accounting/. 
 
This project has and will continue to inform the seafood sector, Bord Iascaigh Mhara and the Irish 
natural capital accounting community about the value and application of Natural Capital 
Accounting and its potential future uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/national-marine-research-strategy/national-marine-research-innovation
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/27c78-impact-2030-irelands-new-research-and-innovation-strategy/#:~:text='Impact%202030%3A%20Ireland's%20Research%20and,innovation%20on%20many%20national%20priorities.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/27c78-impact-2030-irelands-new-research-and-innovation-strategy/#:~:text='Impact%202030%3A%20Ireland's%20Research%20and,innovation%20on%20many%20national%20priorities.
https://bim.ie/aquaculture/sustainability-and-certification/natural-capital-accounting/
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Action 421 Identify areas of climate action appropriate to the Seafood Development 
Programme 2021-28 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Finalise SEA and AA Assessment Reports  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEA consultants were appointed in February 2022. A draft of the SEA Environmental 
Report and Appropriate Assessment are expected to be ready for final public consultation by early 
July 2022. The draft Programme and SEA will be published in July 2022 for public consultation over 
the July / August period.  
 
The Programme is expected to be brought to Government and submitted to the Commission in 
September 2022.  Adoption by the Commission is anticipated by end 2022. 
 
Preparation of the Programme had been delayed by the negative outcome of the Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement for our seafood sector, with the related Seafood Task Force Report 
received only in October 2021. The SEA process was delayed by an unsuccessful procurement 
process in 2021, which failed to receive any bids, and necessitated going back to the market with a 
second tender process. 

 

Action 421 Identify areas of climate action appropriate to the Seafood Development 
Programme 2021-29 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Engage in a Public Consultation process  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEA consultants were appointed in February 2022. A draft of the  SEA Environmental 
report and appropriate assessment are expected to be ready for final public consultation by early 
July 2022. The draft Programme and SEA will be published in July 2022 for public consultation over 
the July / August period.  
 
The SEA process was delayed by an unsuccessful procurement process in 2021, which failed to 
receive any bids, and necessitated going back to the market with a second tender process. 

 

Action 421 Identify areas of climate action appropriate to the Seafood Development 
Programme 2021-30 

Q2 2022 measure: Submit the Seafood Development Programme to European Commission  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The draft Programme and SEA will be published in July 2022 for public consultation over 
the July / August period. The Programme is expected to be brought to Government and submitted 
to the Commission in September 2022. Adoption by the Commission is anticipated by end 2022. 
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Action 422 Complete the National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture, including 
climate measures 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Complete SEA, AA and Draft Plan following public consultation  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEA and AA process ongoing. It is anticipated that the public consultation and publication 
of the plan will take place in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 422 Complete the National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture, including 
climate measures 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Publish SEA, AA and final NSPA and submit to the EU  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEA and AA process ongoing.  It is anticipated that the public consultation and publication 
of the plan will take place in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 423 Publish the Seafood Carbon Footprint Study, providing a detailed analysis of the 
carbon footprint of the catching and aquaculture sectors 

Q2 2022 measure: Finalise carbon footprint report, life cycle assessment and predictive model  

Responsible body: BIM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This Carbon project is slightly delayed. However, the initial draft of the report has been 
received by BIM and is currently being reviewed by the BIM steering group, in anticipation that the 
final report will be ready in August 2022. 

 

Action 425 Maintain participation rate of 96% in the Clean Oceans Initiative and bring the 
fishery harbour centres in line with the Port Reception Facilities Directive 

Quarterly measure: Continue to support vessel owners, promote and monitor participation in the 
initiative  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Quarterly reports issued to DAFM on implementation of Clean Oceans Initiative.  
Two meetings held with the Clean Oceans ports to discuss the implementation of the Port 
Reception Facilities Directive implementation and schedule pilot collection scheme for end of life 
fishing gear. 

 

https://bim.ie/fisheries/sustainability-and-certification/clean-oceans-initiative/
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Built Environment 
 

Action 184 Develop and enhance initiatives to educate and enable organisations to contribute 
to our national energy and emissions targets 

Q2 2022 measure: Review the performance of the Support Scheme for Energy Audits and 
implement any required changes subject to availability of exchequer funding  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The SEAI finalised the mid-term review of the Support Scheme for Energy Audits and 
submitted to DECC for consideration and analysis on the 30 June. DECC to consider 
recommendations and any substantial amendments to the scheme would require Ministerial 
approval. 

 

Action 186 Support the delivery of district heating projects under the Climate Action Fund 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Commence the Dublin District Heating System project, supported by 
the Climate Action Fund, which will provide low carbon heat to businesses and homes in Dublin city  

Responsible body: Dublin City Council 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A meeting between Dublin City Council, the National Development Finance Agency and 
DECC took place in June.  It was agreed that the preliminary business case will now be submitted in 
early Q3 2022. 

 

Action 186 Support the delivery of district heating projects under the Climate Action Fund 

Q2 2022 measure: Continue to support delivery of the Tallaght District Heating Scheme, which is 
supported by the Climate Action Fund, and aimed at using waste heat from a Data Centre to heat 
surrounding buildings  

Responsible body: South Dublin County Council 

Status: Delayed 

Update: First milestone claim for Climate Action Fund support was submitted by South Dublin 
County Council to DECC  in June, who advise the remainder of the funding will be drawn down in 
Q3.   
 
Although the project overall has been impacted  by delays relating to ESB and Irish Water 
connections,  the Project Programme is still targeting Q3 for commissioning of heat network. 
Completion of "Phase 1" would require drawdown of the full amount of funding. 
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Action 188 Conduct appropriate research to inform and support the growth and development 
of district heating in Ireland 

Q2 2022 measure: Use the outcome of the National Comprehensive Assessment and National Heat 
Study to examine targets for district heating rollout  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A Research Working Group, led by SEAI and reporting to the District Heating Steering 
Group, has been established to ensure that targeted policy insights are provided to the Steering 
Group to inform setting of district heating targets. The Steering Group will prepare its final report 
towards end 2022. Detailed analysis needed to provide an updated target for district heating. The 
target will be contained in the Report for Government due on Q4, and this action should be 
updated to Q4. 

 

Action 189 Develop a regulatory framework to protect consumers, and to ensure that district 
heating is developed in a structured way 

Q2 2022 measure: Transpose Article 15.4 of Renewable Energy Directive RED II to provide that 
Building Regulations shall permit minimum requirements for renewable energy to be fulfilled 
through efficient district heating and cooling as defined in the Energy Efficiency Dire  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Regulation published for public consultation. It is expected that regulation will be 
completed in Q3. 

 

Action 189 Develop a regulatory framework to protect consumers, and to ensure that district 
heating is developed in a structured way 

Q2 2022 measure: Review Primary Energy Factor (PEF) for District Heating Systems and verification 
system for PEF  

Responsible body: DHLGH/DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEAI are in the process of developing a simplified solution. It is expected this will be 
available in Q3. 
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Action 189 Develop a regulatory framework to protect consumers, and to ensure that district 
heating is developed in a structured way 

Q2 2022 measure: Designate a regulator for district heating networks  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A regulatory framework on the basis of transposition of the 2018 Energy Efficiency 
Directive and Renewable Energy Directive is being progressed; drafting instructions have been 
issued with respect to both. A fuller regulatory regime is being developed in the context of 
stakeholder engagement through the District Heating Steering Group, and recommendations in 
that regard will be made in its final report, towards end 2022.  Draft SI completed, due for 
finalisation in coming weeks. 

 

Action 189 Develop a regulatory framework to protect consumers, and to ensure that district 
heating is developed in a structured way 

Q2 2022 measure: Transpose the district heating related requirements of the Renewable Energy 
Directive and Energy Efficiency Directive  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A regulatory framework on the basis of transposition of the 2018 Energy Efficiency 
Directive and Renewable Energy Directive is being progressed; drafting instructions have been 
issued with respect to both. A fuller regulatory regime is being developed in the context of 
stakeholder engagement through the District Heating Steering Group, and recommendations in 
that regard will be made in its final report, towards end 2022.  Draft SI completed, due for 
finalisation in coming weeks. 

 

Action 190 Ensure national, regional, and local planning frameworks encourage and facilitate 
the development of district heating where appropriate to facilitating compact 
urban development 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Provide that Local Authorities consider policies where appropriate to 
enable the development of district heating systems, in the context of Local Authorities Climate 
Action Plan as part of the City/County Development Plan process, in tandem with the regulatory 
framework being established  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: Development Planning Guidelines published in Q2 2022 as per 78a update, with specific 
reference to District heating set out in Section 6.3.2. ‘Energy and Communications’ and Section 
8.1.6. ‘Energy Related Objectives’. 

 

 

 

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-targets-directive-and-rules/energy-efficiency-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-targets-directive-and-rules/energy-efficiency-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-targets-directive-and-rules/energy-efficiency-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-targets-directive-and-rules/energy-efficiency-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules_en
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Action 192 Assess the viability of district heating systems within higher density 
urban/periurban developments through a demonstration project 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Complete Feasibility assessment for small scale efficient district heating 
system  

Responsible body: LDA 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Value Engineering exercise is complete and a contractor has been appointed. The 
small scale efficient district heating  system remains as part of the contracted works. The proposed 
district heating  system may be subject to some design development and options appraisal by the 
contractor and their design team during the design build and construction stages of the 
development. If this has any fundamental impact on the nature of the proposed system DHLGH will 
advise accordingly. 

 

Action 193 Develop a policy and regulatory framework for geothermal energy to support its 
use as a secure, environmentally sustainable, and cost-effective source of 
renewable energy 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete SEA/AA  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be published in Q4 2022.  Finalisation of the SEA and AA follows the 
finalisation of the Policy Statement. 

 

Action 193 Develop a policy and regulatory framework for geothermal energy to support its 
use as a secure, environmentally sustainable, and cost-effective source of 
renewable energy 

Q2 2022 measure: Finalise policy statement  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be finalised in Q4 2022.  Finalisation delayed due to delay in finalising 
membership nominations and convening a first meeting of the  Advisory Group for Geothermal 
Energy and due to the amount of time needed to analyse consultation submissions received. 

 

Action 194 Undertake regulatory review of cost optimal performance requirements for Part L 
(Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the Building Regulations 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Support a culture of competence and compliance with the Building 
Regulations by placing the Construction Industry Register Ireland (CIRI) on a statutory footing  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: Regulation of providers of construction works bill passed in the Dáil on 29 June 2022. 
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Action 196 Develop a framework methodology and certification scheme for products, as an 
essential step towards implementing a performance-based approach on a phased 
basis for measuring and limiting the embodied carbon emissions of building 
projects and construction products  

Q2 2022 measure: Support research, development, and innovation into low carbon construction in 
the third level sector  

Responsible body: SEAI, Construction Sector Group 

Status: Complete 

Update: A relevant Thematic Topic was included in the 2021 SEAI National Energy Research, 
Development & Demonstration (RD&D) Funding Programme Call: Topic 2 - Examining life cycle 
analysis and embodied energy in buildings to compare the use of sustainable building materials.  
Following close of this call, a project led by National University of Ireland Galway was awarded and 
is now underway - UPFRONT – CO2e Understanding Potential For Realising Our National Targets on 
Embodied Energy and Global Warming Potential.  

 

Action 197 Work with industry stakeholders to increase the use of low carbon materials, 
taking into account international best practice 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop a roadmap to promote greater use of lower-carbon building 
material in construction  

Responsible body: OPW 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A draft report/roadmap is advancing. Consultation with key stakeholders is ongoing.  
Feedback is currently being incorporated along with editing and graphics. The expected delivery 
date is Q4 2022, subject to further feeback from stakeholders 

 

Action 200 Design and construct two exemplar public sector buildings using alternative 
construction techniques and materials, and monitor their performance 

Q2 2022 measure: Scope alternative construction materials and techniques most suitable for use in 
pilot construction projects  

Responsible body: OPW 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Project 1 - Casino in Marino Visitor Facilities - It is proposed to design and construct this 
project utilising, where appropriate, low carbon materials (eg. Timber).  The intial scope will set 
carbon targets and this will be monitored throughout the design and construction process.  Results 
will be disseminated as part of a lesssons learned report.   
 
Project 2 - The OPW is undertaking a programme of work for the provision of modular housing for 
Ukrainian Refugees.  This will require the provision of 500 units on various sites across the country.  
As this programme is being delivered, it is proposed, to work with the modular industry to develop 
a protoype unit using low carbon materials that could serve as an exemplar for  use on simaliar 
programmes of work in the future. 

 

https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/research-development-and-demonstration-fund/
https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/research-development-and-demonstration-fund/
https://casinomarino.ie/
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Action 202 Evaluate potential for further emissions savings through changing consumer 
behaviour to lower household heat demand 

Q2 2022 measure: Undertake analysis to evaluate further abatement potential, considering need 
to avoid double-counting of emissions savings and behaviour change opportunities in existing and 
planned awareness initiatives  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update:  

• The National Heat Study was published in February 2022, providing a comprehensive 
analysis of heating in Ireland, including modelling of scenarios for pathways to achieve net 
zero emissions from the heat sector nationally by 2050.  This included some analysis on 
consumer behaviours.  

• SEAI completed an assessment for Community Based Social Marketing (CBSM) which will 
be trialled in Q1 2023.  

• SEAI launched a project to assess behavioural options to maximise residential retrofits, 
delivery expected in Q4 2022.   

• SEAI has contributed to the Reduce Your Use campaign, under the National Energy Security 
Framework. 

• A high level synthesis report on potential for behavioural change will be commissioned by 
SEAI Q3 2022 

 

Action 203 Develop specific climate maps and data for use in building design to enhance 
resilience in support of climate change adaptation 

Q2 2022 measure: Produce driving rain intensity map  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Complete 

Update: Driving rain intensity map produced based on Ireland’s 1991-2020 normal climate and will 
be available on met.ie.  

 

Action 204 Assess and monitor climate impacts on heritage sites and identify threatened 
heritage sites 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Undertake monitoring of climate change and its impacts at selected 
heritage properties  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: As per Q1 update, external assistance has recently been procured (mid-May) to assist with 
development of this action. Sites will be selected by end of Q4 2022. 

 

 

 

https://www.seai.ie/data-and-insights/national-heat-study/
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Action 204 Assess and monitor climate impacts on heritage sites and identify threatened 
heritage sites 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Monitor ongoing maintenance and repair works undertaken and 
emergency response  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: As per Q1 update, external assistance has recently been procured (mid-May) to assist with 
development of this action. 
 
Work continuing through expanded 2022 heritage grant schemes to identify vulnerable heritage, 
with repair works undertaken. 

 

Action 205 Cooperate actively and share knowledge with international partners and climate 
proof planning procedures for heritage properties 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop Memoranda of Understanding with Northern Ireland and 
Welsh governments  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: As per Q1, Norther Ireland Memorandum of Understanding signed, (as with Scotland) and 
continuing to work with Welsh Heritage Authorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding/funding-schemes
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National Retrofit Plan 
 

Action 209 Provide a personalised roadmap for homeowners on how to upgrade their home 
to a BER B2 in the new BER advisory report 

Q2 2022 measure: Launch a new interactive BER tool for homeowners  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: New tool in development. 

 

Action 212 Utilise Sustainable Energy Communities to drive Community Activation 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish a National (and Regional) Sustainable Energy Communities Forum and 
National Steering Group with membership from the Network, SEAI, DECC and Relevant Supporting 
Departments and Organisations with the mandate to take learnings and ideas from the Network 
and recommend local and national actions that will assist in accelerating their rollout 

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Due to the priorities of the Department and SEAI to progress the National Retrofit Plan 
and reforms to the SEAI energy efficiency schemes, it has been necessary to delay work on the 
establishment of the Sustainable Energy Communities Forum. Work to progress the establishment 
of the forum is not expected to commence until the end of 2022. 

 

Action 212 Utilise Sustainable Energy Communities to drive Community Activation 

Q2 2022 measure: Launch a call for smaller projects under the Communities Energy Grant Scheme 
for SECs  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Under the National Retrofit Plan, a targeted and more streamlined strand of the  
Communities Grant scheme focused on smaller projects for retrofitting homes  will be introduced 
in Quarter 3 2022. Working on the design of the new stream is being finalised by the department 
and SEAI. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5052a-national-retrofit-plan/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5052a-national-retrofit-plan/
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/communities-grant-scheme/#:~:text=%E2%80%8BThe%20Communities%20Grant%20Scheme,poverty%2C%20community%20facilities%20and%20businesses.
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Action 213 Support those least able to afford to retrofit 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Complete a review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat 
Energy Poverty to inform next steps in relation to the development of a new strategy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty will be 
completed in the coming weeks to inform future policy in this area. 

 

Action 213 Support those least able to afford to retrofit 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Warmth and Wellbeing research study completed  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Report on research study is being finalised by the London School of Tropical Medicine, 
with a view to finalisation in Q3 2022. 

 

Action 213 Support those least able to afford to retrofit 

Q2 2022 measure: SEAI grant support will be available for retrofits of rental properties to help 
address the split incentive issue  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Grant supports are available to private landlords and approved housing bodies. 

 

Action 215 Launch a new Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The new Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme regulations are nearing finalisation. The SEAI 
is also developing a new Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme Guidance document. 

 

 

https://www.seai.ie/business-and-public-sector/business-grants-and-supports/energy-efficiency-obligation-scheme/
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Action 217 Carry out research to further understand the needs of homeowners in relation to 
financing retrofit 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Choice modelling, survey and focus groups research is complete. This will inform further 
modelling and Cost Benefit Analysis work which is underway. 

 

Action 222 Deliver the necessary increase in upskilling, reskilling and apprenticeship supports 
for residential retrofitting 

Q2 2022 measure: Provide blended learning and training opportunities for retrofit skills to allow 
greater flexibility and geographic reach  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: Complete 

Update: Under the National Recovery and Resilience Plan 2021, €29m was committed to NZEB and 
retrofit upskilling and reskilling programmes. Under the Plan, 4,550 retrofit and NZEB standard 
places are to be provided by the end of 2022, by 6 Centres of Excellence ( Waterford & Wexford, 
Laois & Offaly, Limerick & Clare, Cork, Mayo Sligo & Leitrim and City of Dublin Educational Training 
Boards).  
 
Monthly NZEB figures are reported on the 1st Wednesday of every month. As of the end of June, 
there are 892 NZEB starters across the 3 Centres of Excellence which are currently up and running 
(Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board, Laois and Offaly Education and Training 
Board and Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board). 
 
These centres are all delivering NZEB courses (to include retrofit) using a blended delivery model. 
For e.g. NZEB Plastering in Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board, learners have the option 
of 4 half days online & 1 day in training centre. 

 

Action 224 Launch a study into the Heat Loss Indicator criteria for the installation of heat 
pumps 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Heat Loss Indicator research project was postponed pending the launch of the 
national home energy upgrade scheme. It is now expected to launch in Q3 2022. 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d4939-national-recovery-and-resilience-plan-2021/
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Action 225 Publish new Standards and Guidance Documents for retrofit 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Publish new guidance for the retrofitting of traditional buildings (See 
also Action 131)  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DHLGH are currently finalising the guidance to take account of  public consultation 
feedback and the addition of an extra case study. Publication will be later in 2022. 

 

Action 227 Establish a cross-Departmental group to oversee implementation of the National 
Retrofit Plan 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC has continued to engage bilaterally with key Departments and Agencies in relation 
to the implementation of the National Retrofit Plan. The new cross-Departmental group will be 
established in Q3. 

 

Action 229 Enhance the collection and monitoring of retrofit activity data delivered with 
Government support 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Consolidate the data in order to determine the overall current level of 
Government supported retrofit  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Enhanced reporting arrangements for Government supported retrofit will be in place in 
Q3 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5052a-national-retrofit-plan/
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Enterprise 
 

Action 135 Continue to develop and support its Offshore Wind Industry Cluster which 
comprises over 50 Irish supply chain companies 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Hold the Enterprise Ireland Offshore Wind Showcase Event, convening 
delegates from across the Irish and UK offshore wind industry  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Enterprise Ireland Offshore Wind Forum was held in Croke Park, Dublin, over  8 and 9 June 
2022. 
 
Gael Offshore Network was launched by Enterprise Ireland at this event; which has been 
established to bring together and grow expertise in Offshore Wind in Ireland. The cluster is made 
up of over 65 member companies.  
 
Enterprise Ireland also co-exhibited with 10 Irish SMEs at the National Irish pavilion at Global 
Offshore Wind Trade Exhibition in Manchester, on 21 and 22 June 2022. 

 

Action 136 Assist SEAI through registration of insulation installers for retrofit of buildings 

Q2 2022 measure: Certify insulation installers  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Register of installers available on the NSAI website at: 
https://www.nsai.ie/certification/agrement-certification/agrement-registered-installers/  

 

Action 138 Publish a standard recommendation for the design, installation, and 
commissioning of solar PV panels in new and existing dwellings 

Q2 2022 measure: Promotion of Standard  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: NSAI, in collaboration with the SEAI, ran a webinar to inform stakeholders of the newly 
published standard recommendation. The event was held on 28 June 2022. 

 

 

 

https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/News/PressReleases/2022-Press-Releases/Enterprise-Ireland-launches-Gael-Offshore-Network-at-Offshore-Wind-Forum.html
https://marine-ireland.ie/node/620
https://events.renewableuk.com/gow22
https://events.renewableuk.com/gow22
https://www.nsai.ie/certification/agrement-certification/agrement-registered-installers/
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Action 139 Adopt the international technical standard - "ISO TS 14092:2020” - to provide 
guidance for local governments and communities in planning for adaptation for 
climate change (e.g., sea level rise, coastal erosion, and flooding) 

Q2 2022 measure: Promotion of Standard to local authorities  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: ISO TS 14092 was adopted as a National Technical Specification and published in May 
2022. Details avaialble here: https://www.nsai.ie/about/news/nsai-adopts-iso-ts-14092-as-an-
nsai-technical-specification/  
 
The Tehcnical Standard forms part of an overall package of Irish Standards that can be used by 
Local Authorities in applying best practice guidance on assessing the risks related to the potential 
impacts of climate change. 
 
Local Authorities targeted directly through a direct marketing campaign and this will continue into 
Q3 (i.e. continuous social media campaign). 

 

Action 140 Define and develop inspection methodology and regulations for compliance of 
electric charging meters for charging electric vehicles 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete scoping of current inspection approaches and regulations in EU  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Through Legal Metrology’s involvement in a European Project titled, “LegalEVcharge: 
Practical legal metrology framework for electric vehicle charging stations”, the NSAI now have an 
understanding of the current inspection approaches in this sector while also understanding the 
current regulations that support EV charging points for electric vehicles around Europe. 

 

Action 141 Offer the certification scheme “ISO14064:2019 – Specification with guidance at the 
organization level for quantification and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions 
and removals to assist enterprises to quantify and report their Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

Q2 2022 measure: Recruit and train staff to roll out certification scheme  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: NSAI offer the scheme and an existing auditor has been trained to conduct audits to 
scheme requirements. Details on scheme here: 
https://www.nsai.ie/certification/management-systems/carbon-accounting/  
 
It will be necessary to assess market demand in the coming  6-12 months before a decision is made 
to recruit new staff. 

 

 

https://www.nsai.ie/about/news/nsai-adopts-iso-ts-14092-as-an-nsai-technical-specification/
https://www.nsai.ie/about/news/nsai-adopts-iso-ts-14092-as-an-nsai-technical-specification/
https://www.nsai.ie/certification/management-systems/carbon-accounting/
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Action 145 Promote a focus on CO2 reduction / sustainability credentials across venture 
capital funds delivered under the EI Seed & Venture Capital programme 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Explore the feasibility of attracting funds with a focus on CO2 reduction 
/ sustainability  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: An evaluation of the Seed & Venture Capital  scheme is being undertaken in 2022. The 
evaluation will be conducted by DETE and EI.  
 
Consideration of  CO2 reduction / sustainability credentials across venture capital funds will form 
part of the overall evaluation of the scheme.  
 
The evaulation is being undertaken externally by a third party, thus involving a procurement 
process being carried out. Tender for evaluation has been issued - closing date end July. The 
projected timeline for completion of the evaluation is Q4. 

 

Action 146 Deliver the programmes to decarbonise enterprise outlined in the NDP and 
Resilience and Recovery Fund Submissions 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Deliver the Carbon Reduction Fund  

Responsible body: EI/IDA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Fund launched by the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment Leo 
Varadkar TD, Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality with responsibility for Law 
Reform, James Browne TD and Minister of State for Land Use and Biodiversity, Senator Pippa 
Hackett on 16 June 2022. 
 
Please see: https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-
News/2022/June/20220616.html  

 

Action 151 Incorporate measurement of climate-related impacts into capital grant decisions 
by the enterprise agencies 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop the climate-related parameters and include in agencies’ appraisal 
system  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Complete 

Update: A preliminary set of climate parameters have been developed and integrated into the 
Economic Appraisal Model. This adapted model is being piloted in EI and IDA throughout Q2 to 
further the development of the final model and will not inform enterprise agencies’ decision to 
fund projects at this point.  
 
Findings from the pilot will be reviewed by a steering group established to oversee the design and 
implementation of the climate model and will inform the final climate parameters. 

 

https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2022/June/20220616.html
https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2022/June/20220616.html
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Action 153 Align Enterprise Ireland and IDA grant funding and supports with progress towards 
achieving the carbon abatement targets for enterprise, ensuring resilience in the 
transition to a low carbon economy 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Revise policy and develop proportionate approach to due diligence to 
include decarbonisation requirement so that EI and IDA will direct State investments to projects 
which will deliver economic value consistent with the transition to a low carbon economy  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is ongoing on this project. Applications under the Green Transition Fund now include 
information on the carbon footprint of the applicant companies.  
 
IDA Ireland has introduced new measures that involve the sustainability and climate action 
practices and policies of potential investors being assessed as part of IDA Ireland’s investment 
evaluation process. An updated economic appraisal model, to include quantitative assessment of 
the climate impact of projects financially supported by the enterprise agencies, is currently being 
piloted by IDA, in agreement with DETE.  
 
The scope of the overall action is to cover agency funding supports across a range of areas, and will 
require further changes to application and assessment processes, including both qualitative and 
quantitative measures. It is a significant change process and the projected timeline for completion 
is Q4 2022. 

 

Action 158 Enable the preparation of detailed firm-level decarbonisation implementation 
strategies by large food & drink businesses 

Q2 2022 measure: Support investment in decarbonised processes through, for example, the 
Government’s Scheme for the Agri-food sector, the Carbon Reduction Fund (NRRF), and the SEAI 
EXEED programme  

Responsible body: EI/SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: A significant piece of work has been undertaken with 11 Food & Drink companies. EI 
continues to engage with Bord Bia and SEAI as we progress towards a comprehensive 
understanding of client needs in terms of decarbonisation and appropriate supports delivered by 
various State agencies to accelerate progress. 

 

Action 162 Develop and publish the IntertradeIreland 2022 Business Plan, to include a priority 
of ‘Adaption to the low carbon Economy’ 

Q2 2022 measure: Set out commitments to assist firms in adapting to both low carbon actions and 
opportunities for sector growth  

Responsible body: Intertrade Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: InterTradeIreland's 2022 Business Plan included a priority of 'Adaptation to the low carbon 
Economy'. The Plan has been submitted and approved by the Department. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/465a3-government-announces-new-funding-to-help-businesses-move-away-from-fossil-fuels/
https://intertradeireland.com/corporate-information/corporate-plans
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Action 164 Enable the preparation of detailed decarbonisation implementation strategies by 
client companies in high-impact sectors such as Pharmaceuticals, Cement, 
Construction, Engineering, and other manufacturing 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Enable analysis at company level with a focus on the investment 
options, cost, technical feasibility, barriers, and impact on company competitiveness of significant 
carbon abatement through switching energy or production technologies, including electrification or 
use of decarbonised gas before 2030 

Responsible body: EI/IDA 

Status: Complete 

Update: IDA has three company decarbonisation plans, covering over 80% of client ETS emissions. 
The new Climate Planning Fund for Business includes Strategic Consultancy grants as part of its 
range of offers to companies. The purpose this offer is to enable companies to prepare detailed 
decarbonisation strategies. Launch date of fund was 16 June 2022. 

 

Action 167 Engage with the alumina manufacturing sector and key stakeholders to progress 
measures to support the achievement of the identified potential abatement 

Q2 2022 measure: Agree high level decarbonisation plan with the sector and energy sector 
stakeholders, with commitments on key actions to support the development of renewable energy 
supply options and project costing  

Responsible body: IDA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A changing geopolitical situation has delayed this action. 

 

Action 168 Support businesses to decarbonise through the provision of capital support 
programmes to enhance energy efficiency 

Q2 2022 measure: Support businesses to adopt the Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED) 
Certification subject to the availability of exchequer funding  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: The SEAI review of EXEED has been completed and is now under consideration by DECC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/465a3-government-announces-new-funding-to-help-businesses-move-away-from-fossil-fuels/
https://www.seai.ie/business-and-public-sector/standards/exeed-certified-program/
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Action 168 Support businesses to decarbonise through the provision of capital support 
programmes to enhance energy efficiency 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH), subject to the 
availability of exchequer funding, with an increased focus on large energy users  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The SEAI review of SSRH has been completed and is now under consideration by DECC.  
The Minister has approved the continuation of the SSRH at the current tariff levels to the end of 
September 2022 in line with the commitment in response 29 of the National Energy Security 
Framework, that supports for biomass/biogas in the heat sector under the SSRH are appraised by 
end Q3 2022.  This will facilitate a detailed review of the proposals outlined in the Tariff review.   
In addition the Minister has requested that SEAI proceed to implement the broad suite of non-tariff 
recommendations to enhance scheme uptake. 

 

Action 169 Develop renewable gas in the gas grid 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish an official certification scheme for renewable gas in the gas grid  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Secondary legislation was drafted by DECC in 2021 and was sent to the Attorney General's 
office for completion. It is understood that the Office of the Parlimentary Council are progressing 
this in conjunction with other measures under the Renewable Energy Directive II. 

 

Action 171 Continue development of the second phase of the Irish Manufacturing Research 
Technology Centre as a hub of sustainable manufacturing expertise 

Q2 2022 measure: Rollout of national circular economy platform for manufacturing (‘CIRCULÉIRE’) 
and rollout of second Phase of the Irish Manufacturing Research IMR Technology Centre  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Complete 

Update: The national circular economy platform for manufacturing CIRCULÉIRE has been launched 
and 40 companies are engaged in the circular economy network. The rollout of the second phase of 
the Irish Manufacturing Reseach IMR Technology Centre has also commenced. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seai.ie/business-and-public-sector/business-grants-and-supports/support-scheme-renewable-heat/
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Action 172 Consider introducing a renewable energy obligation in the heat sector 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Determine if renewable energy obligation should be introduced in the 
heat sector  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A public consultation on a renewable energy obligation scheme was completed in late 
2021 and consideration is now being given to some early technical queries. In line with the National 
Energy Security Framework, the introduction of supports for biomethane will also being appraised 
on foot of the changed outlook for natural gas supply and prices. This appraisal will be done in 
tandem with consideration of the public consultation on the renewable heat obligation. 

 

Action 177 Introduce new legislation to reform the judicial review process, in compliance with 
EU legal requirements, so that reforms come into effect on the establishment of a 
new Division of the High Court dealing with planning and environmental issues 

Q2 2022 measure: Introduce new legislation to reform the judicial review process, in compliance 
with EU legal requirements, so that reforms come into effect on the establishment of a new 
Division of the High Court dealing with planning and en vironmental issues  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: On the matter of judicial review reform, it is now intended that the substantive legislative 
changes will be enacted by end 2022 in the context of the Attorney General’s Office review of 
planning legislation.  
 
This review is anticipated to be completed in Q3 2022 with corresponding legislation as appropriate 
enacted by year end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea9e4-national-energy-security-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea9e4-national-energy-security-framework/
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Action 179 Promote and market sustainable tourism 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Undertake media and trade familiarisation programmes which feature 
sustainable tourism product  

Responsible body: Tourism Ireland, Fáilte Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: A number of trade shows featuring sustainable tourism products have been undertaken by 
Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland. Fáilte Ireland delivered a number of trade familiarisation 
programmes (fams) around Meitheal this year (Q2), the first fams in two years.  
 
Through the fams, Fáilte Ireland featured products which could demonstrate sustainability in their 
product offering across the 4 Regional Experience Brands. Fáilte Ireland will continue to work with 
sustainable product providers in future activity.  
 
Failte Ireland have already hosted three journalists, from India, Germany and the Netherlands, this 
year who focused on sustainability tourism products during their stays. These included electric car 
and charging points while visiting sustainable projects, natural landscapes and Dublins most 
sustainable hotel. Their combined reach/circulation is just shy of two million. 
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Public Sector Leading by Example 
 

Action 53 Develop a strategy to achieve at least a 51% reduction in GHG emissions and a 
50% improvement in public sector energy efficiency by 2030 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Communicate measurement and systems to all Public Sector Bodies  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This action is expected to finalised very early in Q3 2022. The Ministerial letter on the 
Public Sector Mandate (Action 55b) will also communicate measurement and systems. The Memo 
for Government for decision on the Public Sector Mandate will go before Cabinet on 5 July. The 
Ministerial letter will issue once the Mandate has Cabinet approval. 

 

Action 53 Develop a strategy to achieve at least a 51% reduction in GHG emissions and a 
50% improvement in public sector energy efficiency by 2030 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Seek Government approval and publish new Public Sector Strategy for 
delivery  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A working group to prepare the Public Sector Strategy has been established and meets 
fortnightly. The strategy will be finalised in Q3 2022 and will be included as a standalone chapter in 
Climate Action Plan 23. 

 

Action 55 Introduce Climate Action Mandate for every public body 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Develop framework for commercial semi-state sector to address 
climate action objectives  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work on the Framework has been completed and will shortly be brought to Government 
by the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications for approval. 
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Action 55 Introduce Climate Action Mandate for every public body 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Issue a policy direction or equivalent to all public bodies requiring a 
public body to adopt mandate and notify Climate Action Delivery Board  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be finalised very early in Q3. The Memo for Government for decision on the 
Public Sector Climate Action Mandate will go before Cabinet on 5 July. The Ministerial letter will 
issue once the  Cabinet approval. The Climate Action Delivery Board will be notified also. 

 

Action 57 Support the retrofit of public sector buildings 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Examine how and when fossil-fuel heating systems could be phased-
out of public buildings, including disallowing the installation of any new fossil-fuel heating systems  

Responsible body: OPW 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Final Report with recommendations was issued on 13 April 2022.  
 
Fossil-fuel heating can be phased out of public sector buildings using a combination of proven and 
emerging technologies – by adopting an approach based on the following five pillars: 
• Enabling measures to overcome barriers to renewable heat. 
• No new fossil-based heating systems in new buildings, subject to some limited 
exceptions. 
• A portfolio-based approach to replacing fossil fuels in existing buildings as part of broader 
retrofitting initiative that improves efficiency, reduces fossil-fuel consumption, makes 
buildings ‘renewables ready’ and integrates renewable heat. 
• Restrictions on leasing buildings with fossil-based heating systems. 
• Provision of funding for phased retrofit programmes. 
 
The report sets out 29 recommendations for implementing an approach based on these pillars. 
Please see: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98694-climate-action-plan-action-57a-phasing-
out-of-fossil-fuel-heating-from-public-buildings/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98694-climate-action-plan-action-57a-phasing-out-of-fossil-fuel-heating-from-public-buildings/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98694-climate-action-plan-action-57a-phasing-out-of-fossil-fuel-heating-from-public-buildings/
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Action 57 Support the retrofit of public sector buildings 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop an approach to cost-effectively retrofitting the public sector building 
stock to 2030 based on completed research including establishing the role of energy performance 
contracting  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Development of the approach is underway, with the SEAI undertaking a review of the 
Public Sector Pathfinder Retrofit Programme, which will form part of the approach being 
developed. 

 

Action 58 Mandate the inclusion of green criteria in all procurements using public funds, 
introducing requirements on a phased basis, and providing appropriate support to 
procurers 

Q2 2022 measure: Report on Green Public Procurement activity during 2020  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Report on Departmental Procurement published by EPA 22 March 2022. Please see: 
https://www.epa.ie/publications/circular-economy/resources/green-public-procurement-
monitoring-and-reporting-by-government-departments-.php  

 

Action 59 Devise a revised mileage rate structure that reflects changing driving patterns 
including increased use of EVs and hybrids 

Q2 2022 measure: Devise and agree revised mileage rate structure that reflects changing driving 
patterns including increased use of EVs and Hybrids  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Discussions with Staff Representatives on a revised mileage rate structure will commence 
in Q3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seai.ie/business-and-public-sector/building-retrofit/pathfinder-programme/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/circular-economy/resources/green-public-procurement-monitoring-and-reporting-by-government-departments-.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/circular-economy/resources/green-public-procurement-monitoring-and-reporting-by-government-departments-.php
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Action 60 Enhance communications on Climate Agenda in schools’ sector with a particular 
focus on pilot deep energy retrofit projects delivered under Pathfinder Programme 
in partnership with SEAI 

Quarterly measure: Individual areas of work/projects identified and showcased in national media  

Responsible body: D/Education 

Status: Complete 

Update: This quarter features St Columba's Comprehensive School in Glenties, Donegal. The 
completed project has resulted in the building BER value improving from a C3 to a B1 Energy 
Rating. This will greatly improve the school’s energy performance with an expected building carbon 
emission reduction of approximately 90% with the new biomass heating system. 
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a5ed6-ministers-foley-and-ryan-highlight-energy-retrofit-
improvements-made-at-donegal-school-under-pathfinder-programme/.  

 

Action 63 Understand the effects of climate change on telecoms networks 

Q2 2022 measure: Conduct a study on the impact climate change and adaptation have on telecom 
networks in Ireland  

Responsible body: ComReg 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Challenges to the timing of this project have occurred, due to both the pandemic and 
resourcing issues caused by unforeseen priority workstreams, such as Nuisance Communications.    
Procurement has been completed and the project is underway. It is being carried out by ComReg’s 
Network Operations Unit (NOU), and the study is titled ‘Climate Change and its Effect on Network 
Resilience in Ireland’. It is expected to last through to Q4 2022. ComReg sent a letter to network 
operator CEOs on 9 May 2022 to communicate the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a5ed6-ministers-foley-and-ryan-highlight-energy-retrofit-improvements-made-at-donegal-school-under-pathfinder-programme/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a5ed6-ministers-foley-and-ryan-highlight-energy-retrofit-improvements-made-at-donegal-school-under-pathfinder-programme/
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The Circular Economy 
 

Action 428 Enact the Circular Economy Bill 2021 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Enact the Circular Economy Bill 2021  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Pre-Legislative Scrutiny (PLS) Process for the Bill was completed 16 Dec 2021. Publication 
of the Bill required PLS to have taken place. Scheduled for Committee Stage in Seanda for 30 June 
2022, and enactment will be completed by 13 July. 

 

Action 430 Strengthen the regulatory and enforcement frameworks for the waste collection 
and management system, to maximise circular economy principles 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Scoping exercise on geochemical characterisation of the Dublin Boulder 
Clay, with view to refining the management of excavated soil and stone, a key C&D waste material, 
in urban Dublin  

Responsible body: Geological Survey Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: Report is in production (formatting) and will be published shortly. Recommendations are 
as follows:  

• Higher quality chemical data is needed for the Dublin Boulder Clay, particularly for certain 
chemical elements (antimony, mercury, molybdenum and selenium). 2.Sampling and 
analysis of Irish Sea till subsoil in urban Dublin to be carried out to characterize its 
geochemistry as this is a data gap.  

• Comparison of the Dublin Boulder Clay data with forthcoming high-resolution Tellus urban 
Dublin survey data, in order to further understand the geochemical context of the Dublin 
Boulder Clay. 

 

Action 431 Reduce demand for virgin raw materials and support re-use, by keeping material 
out of waste streams through streamlined End-of-Waste and By-Product decision 
making processes and national End-of-Waste decisions for specific Construction 
and Demolition waste streams 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Enact necessary legislative changes via the Circular Economy Bill 2021  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Will be progressed following enactment of enabling provisions in the Circular Economy Bill 
(428a). Revised Delivery Date Q4 2022. 
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Action 434 The High-Level National Bioeconomy Implementation Group will report to 
Government and develop a detailed Bioeconomy Action Plan in 2022 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Report to Government with an update on the implementation of the 
National Bioeconomy Policy Statement  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Report due to Government in the coming weeks - likely to be during July 

 

Action 435 The Bioeconomy Forum will contribute to the development of actions in future 
iterations of key policies and strategies 

Q2 2022 measure: Provide recommendations and advice to aid the advancement of the 
Bioeconomy. This process will result in recommendations for future iterations of the Climate Action 
Plan, key policies and other key Government strategies  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Report on Bioeconomy Forum contribution to policy due to Government in the coming 
weeks - likely will be during July. 

 

Action 436 The Bioeconomy will be reflected across circular economy strategies and policies 
where relevant, and regulatory barriers will be examined 

Q2 2022 measure: Identify the key regulatory barriers to the development of the bioeconomy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The key regulatory barriers to the development of the bioeconomy have been identified  
through a series of workshops and meetings. The first  workshop was held on  7 April, with the 
draft report circulated by 20 May. The final report will be presented at the next Bioeconomy 
Implementaion Group forum. 
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Action 437 Funding mechanisms for bioeconomy innovation at demonstration level will be 
explored, aiming to achieve coherence across national funds 

Q2 2022 measure: Engage with funding structures with a view to include demonstration actions 
within the Bioeconomy, corresponding to Technology Readiness Level levels 6 to 7  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Mapping of the funding structures will be completed by end of August 2022 in cooperation 
with the Irish Bioeconomy Foundation.  
 
A case study example is being examined in relation to the following areas with the relevant range 
of concerned funders.: 

• Blue Bioeconomy (EI, BIM, Marine Institute, Udaras Na Gaeltachta) 

• Agronomic Crops & Horticulture & Bioeconomy (DAFM, EI examining research and 
demonstration funding) 

• A Bioeconomy Forum working group concerning sectoral and cross-sectoral collaboration 
including funding and finance took place on 25 May. The final paper from this activity has 
been prepared in June 2022 and the outputs have been fed into the Bioeconomy Forum 
report that is now also finalised.    

• Engagement with funding bodies in Q3 2022 to take place in once parts 1-3 above are 
complete.   

 
Engagement is now taking place with DECC and the Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly  
concerning the EU Just Transition Fund submission to the EU COM and how this fund could 
consider research, development, innovation, cooperation, demonstration activities aligned with 
communication and coordination activities and alignment with education, training & skills 
developments for the development of Bioeconomy Demonstration Initiatives in the territorial 
context of this programme.  
 
Held promotion and support event (with InterTrade Ireland, Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs (Northern Ireland), BiOrbic, Irish Bioeconomy Foundation, Circular 
Bioeconomy Cluster South West, Marine Institute) for the Circular Biobased Europe Joint 
Undertaking funding programme on 24 June. Tender for support to develop north/south proposals 
to this programme at research, demonstration and flagship level is being offered on 7 July with a 
view to supporting three substantial North/South proposals to this programme in September 2022. 
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Action 439 Develop a policy statement on mineral exploration and mining that supports the 
sustainable supply of minerals required to transition to a climate neutral 
economy, particularly in terms of the materials required for renewable energy, 
energy storage (batteries), the move to a digital economy, and electrifying the 
transport system 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Finalise policy statement  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be finalised in Q3.  Finalisation delayed due to delay in confirming 
nominations to the Advisory Group on Mineral Exploration and Mining and our response to the 
submissions received during the public consultation requiring more analysis with the GeoScience 
Regulation Office. On target for delivery in Q3 2022.   
 
There was significant engagement with the public consultation on the draft policy statement, with 
36 substantive submissions received from environmental groups, industry, government bodies and 
individuals.   
 
Significant public controversies in relation to mineral exploration arose following the draft policy 
statement’s publication. The draft policy statement has been extensively revised and an Advisory 
Group on Mineral Exploration and Mining established, within which the Environment, Industry and 
Social Pillars are represented.   
 
The revised policy statement and Advisory Group will provide a context and consultative structure, 
over the next five years, in which the various perspectives can be addressed in detail.  This will 
better support the social legitimacy, and likelihood, of new mines opening in Ireland to supply 
some of the minerals required for the green transition. 

 

Action 439 Develop a policy statement on mineral exploration and mining that supports the 
sustainable supply of minerals required to transition to a climate neutral 
economy, particularly in terms of the materials required for renewable energy, 
energy storage (batteries), the move to a digital economy, and electrifying the 
transport system  

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Complete SEA/AA  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be published in Q3.  Finalisation of the SEA and AA follows the finalisation of 
the Policy Statement. On target for delivery in Q3 2022. The publication of the two documents 
represent the final stages in the SEA and AA processes, and follow the finalisation of the policy 
statement and an assessment of how that deals with the potential impacts on the environment and 
proposed mitigation measures. See Step 439c. 
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Action 439 Develop a policy statement on mineral exploration and mining that supports the 
sustainable supply of minerals required to transition to a climate neutral 
economy, particularly in terms of the materials required for renewable energy, 
energy storage (batteries), the move to a digital economy, and electrifying the 
transport system  

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Support policy development through targeted research into Irelands 
mineral potential and current use and value of Irish mineral production  

Responsible body: Geological Survey Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: Mineral Prospectivity Mapping Project achieved a major data release which went online in 
February 2022. Additional data supporting the Mineral Policy Statement published by Geological 
Survey Ireland includes, Airborne Geophysical Data in March from the Tellus Project and new 
Geological Map data compatible with open source software in June. 

 

Action 440 Develop a Food Waste Prevention Roadmap that sets out a series of actions to 
deliver the reductions necessary to halve our food waste by 2030 and promote our 
transition to a circular economy 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Publish Roadmap and commit resources to the EPA to undertake 
national food waste prevention activities  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Public Consulation on draft Roadmap completed Q1 2022. Publication date for final 
Roadmap under consideration in context of Circular Economy Bill enactment. Bill provides for 
Roadmap to become a statutory document, and publication of first iteration will take place in Q3 to 
allow for statutory basis. 

 

Action 441 Enhance food waste segregation, collection and treatment (anaerobic digestion 
and composting) 

Q2 2022 measure: Implement further roll out of segregation and collection of commercial and 
household food waste, and engage in education and awareness, and enforcement activities  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Forthcoming Circular Economy, Waste Management (Amendment) and Minerals 
Development (Amendment) Bill 2022 provides for a mandatory segregation and incentivised 
charging regime for commercial waste, similar to what exists for the household market, to ensure 
waste minimisation and proper segregation in the sector. The Bill expected to be enacted before 
the end of the Summer term. 
 
The department continue to work with Regional Waste Management Planning Offices  to deliver 
national education and awareness campaigns. In 2022 campaigns will focus on issues such as 
efforts to increase commercial waste segregation, improved waste electrical and electronic 
equipment recycling, improved recycling of plastics and ongoing efforts to deliver on various 
circular economy related projects. 

 

https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/events-and-news/news/Pages/Mineral-Prospectivity-Mapping-(MPM)-Project.aspx#:~:text=The%20MPM%20project%20aims%20to,solution%20to%20the%20energy%20transition.
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Action 442 Develop and implement a new Regional Waste Management Plans that will guide 
our transition to a circular economy 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Publish Regional Waste Management Plans  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A Waste Management Plan for a Circular Plan due to be published in Q4 2022. 

 

Action 443 Develop new and expanded environmental levies to encourage reduced resource 
consumption and incentivise higher levels of re-use and recycling 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Introduction of a new Waste Recovery levy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Will be progressed following enactment of enabling provisions in the Circular Economy Bill 
(428a). Revised Delivery Date 2023. 

 

Action 443 Develop new and expanded environmental levies to encourage reduced resource 
consumption and incentivise higher levels of re-use and recycling 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Introduction of a new levy on disposable coffee cups  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Will be progressed following enactment of enabling provisions in the Circular Economy Bill 
(428a). Revised Delivery Date Q4 2022. 

 

Action 444 Amend the Policy Statement on Petroleum. Exploration and Production and 
amend legislation to copper fasten the Programme for Government commitment 
on petroleum and gas exploration and extraction 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Finalise policy statement on Petroleum and Gas Exploration and 
Production Activities as part of Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Economy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Policy Statement on Petroleum Exploration and Production is expected to be 
published in early Q3 2022 on the basis of obtaining Ministerial clearance in July. 
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Cross Cutting Policies 

 

Governance 
 

Action 1 Finalise Ireland’s long-term climate strategy 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: An updated draft Long Term Strategy was prepared and circulated to Senior Officials 
Group on the Environment and Climate Change for review and comment. A further and final 
iteration, taking account of feedback received is currently being finalised, with a view to submitting 
to the Commission within the next month. 

 

Action 3 Streamline the reporting process to distinguish to between key actions that deliver 
significant emissions abatement, and supporting actions, to allow for greater 
transparency on progress towards decarbonisation 

Quarterly measure: Hold quarterly meetings of the Climate Action Delivery Board  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: A meeting of the Climate Action Delivery Board was held on 8 April 2022, bringing 
together Secretaries General from across Government Departments to focus on climate action.  
The next meeting of the Delivery Board is scheduled for 22 July, in keeping with Q3 2022 
commitments. 

 

Action 3 Streamline the reporting process to distinguish to between key actions that deliver 
significant emissions abatement, and supporting actions, to allow for greater 
transparency on progress towards decarbonisation 

Quarterly measure: Publish progress report each quarter  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: First text updates were received from all Departments on 31 May to give early sight of Q2 
delivery and generate attention to any actions deemed at risk of delay.  
 
Final updates were due from Departments by close of business 1 July 2022, culminating in the 
creation of this Progress Report which was approved by Government for publication on 27 July 
2022.  
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Action 3 Streamline the reporting process to distinguish to between key actions that deliver 
significant emissions abatement, and supporting actions, to allow for greater 
transparency on progress towards decarbonisation 

Q2 2022 measure: Review approach to annual update of Climate Action Plan and reporting 
arrangements and propose improvements, where appropriate  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: 1) DECC has reviewed and made improvements to the Climate Action Plan iteration 
process which will be reflected in Climate Action Pland 23 which will implement the carbon 
budgets and sectoral emissions ceilings. 
 
2) D/Taoiseach has implemented a new progress reporting style on the Climate Action Plan, 
designed to focus on sectoral emissions and profiles, highlighting gaps to target and abatement 
potential identified in the Climate Action Plan 2021. As part of this approach, a number of higher 
impact measures are highlighted at the start of each chapter. These measures are noted for their 
higher mitigation and/or adaptation potential with detail on their progress to date (i.e. complete or 
delayed, and with an explanation of their significance). There is also a dedicated ‘Cross-cutting’ 
chapter, acknowledging that not all high impact measures have direct emissions reduction 
potential but instead are significant in supporting good governance, financing, research, 
engagement and/or adaptation measures.  

 

Action 4 Activate a process, incorporated in Cabinet procedures, to ensure that all 
Government memoranda and major investment decisions are subject to a climate 
mitigation and adaptation evaluation 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Enhance Cabinet procedures to ensure that all Government 
Memoranda are considered against their carbon impact and mitigation potential  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Building on engagement with the Climate Action Unit Network in March, D/Taoiseach has 
engaged bilaterally and has shared draft guidance with DECC.   
 
The draft guidance has not been issued as it is felt that it would benefit from further development, 
including how to incorporate the Carbon Budget/Sectoral Emissions Ceilings into the process and 
ensuring that climate consideration of Government Memoranda does not duplicate other climate 
analysis obligations (Strategic Environmental Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment) or 
create barriers to the timely processing of Government business. 
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Action 4 Activate a process, incorporated in Cabinet procedures, to ensure that all 
Government memoranda and major investment decisions are subject to a climate 
mitigation and adaptation evaluation 

Q2 2022 measure: Identify and put in place appropriate support to assist Departments on the 
inclusion of climate impact in Memoranda  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC is working closely with the D/Taoiseach to put in place the appropriate supports to 
assist Departments consideration of climate impacts on foot of the completion of 4a. 

 

Action 5 Undertake a capacity review across all departments to ensure that both the 
people and systems are configured to deliver on climate action 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: All Departments 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The procurement of external expertise to assist in the execution of this capacity review 
across Departments continued to cause delays in Q2. 
 
The procurement arrangement is due to clear week of 4 July, with the review now expected to 
complete in Q3. The Climate Action Unit Network will be used to expedite participation across 
Government Departments. 

 

Action 5 Undertake a capacity review across all departments to ensure that both the 
people and systems are configured to deliver on climate action 

Q2 2022 measure: Convene an Interdepartmental Working Group to explore the skills deficit and 
existing climate change expertise and training  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: A coordination group has been set up between D/Taoiseach, DECC and DPER over the last 
few months to coordinate actions on capacity, capability and training. 

 

Action 6 Complete the statutory process for the legal adoption of economy-wide carbon 
budgets and sectoral ceilings 

Q2 2022 measure: Finalise Carbon Budgets and sectoral ceilings  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Action expected to be completed in early July.  
(1) Carbon Budgets approved and came into effect on 6 April 2022 following Oireachtas approval.  
(2)Sectoral Ceilings are being prepared and will be submitted for Government approval in July. 
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Action 8 Consult on how individual sectors could bear any compliance costs for the State 
arising from failure to reach sectoral targets 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop a consultation paper on potential methodologies for apportioning any 
cost of compliance across Government Departments  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The consultation is reliant on the publication of the sectoral emissions ceilings and 
therefore will likely be delayed until later in the year. 

 

Action 9 Identify common challenges to climate action implementation within the Civil 
Service and develop a proposal to address any challenges identified 

Q2 2022 measure: Conduct a review across the civil service to establish common challenges to 
climate action implementation  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The capacity review under 5b was expanded to include an assessment of civil service 
capability to meet the requirements of this measure. The procurement of external expertise to 
execute this review continued to cause delays in Q2. 
 
The procurement arrangement is due to clear week of 4 July, with expectations of the review on 
common challenges to climate action implementation to be completed as part of this in Q3. 

 

Ensuring a Just Transition to a Climate Neutral Ireland 
 

Action 10 Establish a Just Transition Commission 

Q2 2022 measure: Approval of policy approach on establishment of Just Transition Commission  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications is currently developing a 
proposed policy approach for the mandate of the Commission. It is intended to consult on these 
proposals in the context of the next meeting of the National Climate Stakeholder Forum in July 
2022, in advance of consideration of proposals by the Government. 
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Action 12 Support the provision of strategic advice and research on just transition in Ireland, 
including future priorities and spatial and sectoral impacts 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Undertake research to explore place-based opportunities for policy and 
practice in transition through rural case studies  

Responsible body: NESC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Exploring Place-based Opportunities for Policy and Practice in Transition, National 
Economic and Social Council research report by Niamh Moore-Cherry et al (2022). Available at: 
http://files.nesc.ie/nesc_research_series/research_24_place_based.pdf  

 

Action 12 Support the provision of strategic advice and research on just transition in Ireland, 
including future priorities and spatial and sectoral impacts 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Explore rural resilience and a just transition  

Responsible body: NESC, D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: Comprehensive report published in April 2022. 
Please see: http://files.nesc.ie/nesc_reports/en/157_shared_island_comprehensive.pdf  

 

Action 12 Support the provision of strategic advice and research on just transition in Ireland, 
including future priorities and spatial and sectoral impacts 

Q2 2022 measure: Establish a Just Transition Working Group to coordinate the provision of 
strategic advice and research to the proposed Just Transition Commission  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Minister is currently considering the appropriate approach to taking forward this 
proposal in the context of the overall approach to the establishment of the Just Transition 
Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://files.nesc.ie/nesc_research_series/research_24_place_based.pdf
http://files.nesc.ie/nesc_reports/en/157_shared_island_comprehensive.pdf
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Action 26 Support delivery of projects under the Just Transition Fund 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Issue funding agreements to successful projects and finalise 
arrangements for delegated management of the Fund  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 55 National Just Transition Fund projects have finalised funding agreements. Further 
details of projects are available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-
fund/   
 
DECC and Offaly County Council are continuing to engage with a view to finalising terms for 
delegated administration of the Fund. 

 

Action 27 Develop the EU Just Transition Fund with a focus on the most impacted territories 
in the Midlands region 

Q2 2022 measure: Prepare the Territorial Just Transition Plan and Operational Programme and 
submit to European Commission for approval  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Territorial Just Transition Plan and Operational Programme has been developed by 
DECC and the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly, taking account of public consultation inputs, 
and in consultation with relevant Government Departments and Agencies and with the European 
Commission.  
 
A full draft of the Plan and Programme was submitted to the European Commission in July 2022, 
following consideration by Government. 

 

Citizen Engagement 
 

Action 34 Advance coordinated climate action communications from the centre of 
Government 

Quarterly measure: Maintenance and update of gov.ie/climate action  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: Regular updates were undertaken on gov.ie/climateaction to reflect updates in the climate 
action area. In Q2 2022 the platform was updated to highlight the first progress report of the 2021 
Climate Action Plan and associated annex of actions. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/
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Action 34 Advance coordinated climate action communications from the centre of 
Government 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop a climate communications strategy  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: In Q1, a cross Government climate communications strategy discussion document was 
circulated to nominated representatives of the Climate Communications Coordination committee. 
A draft communications framework has been drafted, with final framework due for completion in 
the coming weeks. 

 

Action 36 Build Climate Literacy through primary and secondary curriculum 

Q2 2022 measure: Commence roll out of actions set out in the ‘Educational Sustainable 
Development to 2030’ implementation plan  

Responsible body: D/Education /DFHERIS 

Status: Complete 

Update: Educational Sustainable Development to 2030 Implementation Plan 2022 - 2026 published 
on 29 June 2022. The following actions have been achieved to date:  

• The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment are in the process of establishing the 
subject development board for the new Leaving Certificate curriculum "Climate Action and 
Sustainable Development". 

• Irish Secondary Students Union have been included as members of the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessmen Council - https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c5ba5-minister-
foley-announces-addition-of-the-irish-second-level-students-union-to-the-national-council-
for-curriculum-and-assessment/ 

• A request for tender has been issued for the provision of a communications strategy, 
website and e-learning modules in order to incorporate sustainability into resources to 
support the Universal Design Guidelines for Early Learning and Care Settings.The 
Department is currently working on the design of three National Development Plan (NDP) 
schemes having secured €70m in the NDP allocation. Investment under the NDP will consist 
of three pillars: Modernisation, New Capacity and First 5 / Innovation Initiatives. 
Investment under the NDP will include for improvements to premises in energy efficiency 
and sustainability.  

• A public consultation has recently concluded on regulatory requirements in relation to 
outdoor services and outdoor spaces in early learning and care. 

• National Council for Curriculum and Assessmen are currently in the process of updating 
Aistear, the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework. 
 

Educational Sustainable Development to 2030 has an accompanying implementation plan with 
short term (18 months), medium term (36 months) and long term actions (to 2026) with updates 
provided at each stage.  An overall review will be carried out in late 2026 and a new 
implementation plan to 2030 developed.  Action is complete as roll out of actions has now 
commenced with publication of the strategy and implementation plan.  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c5ba5-minister-foley-announces-addition-of-the-irish-second-level-students-union-to-the-national-council-for-curriculum-and-assessment/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c5ba5-minister-foley-announces-addition-of-the-irish-second-level-students-union-to-the-national-council-for-curriculum-and-assessment/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c5ba5-minister-foley-announces-addition-of-the-irish-second-level-students-union-to-the-national-council-for-curriculum-and-assessment/
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Action 37 Support, through the education system, the required initiatives to support the 
development of a climate neutral economy 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among others through education for sustainable development 
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development 

Responsible body: D/Education /DFHERIS 

Status: Complete 

Update: Second National Strategy - Education for Sustainable Development to 2030 and 
accompanying Implementation Plan published on 29 June 2022:   
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/02952d-national-strategy-on-education-for-sustainable-
development-in-irelan/#national-strategy.  
Implementation Plan includes climate action focussed actions as follows:  

• Organise Climate Action Week as an opportunity to support actions and communications 
across GreenSchools, GreenCampus and Young Reporter for the Environment Fund. 

• Support DECC in implementation of the National Dialogue on Climate Action under the 
Climate Action Plan, embedding climate action in education and promoting climate literacy. 

• Develop communications strategy to mark, celebrate and communicate climate action in 
schools. 

• Consider opportunities for young people to develop educational campaigns to promote 
and link the SDGs, Education for Sustainable Development, climate action, global 
citizenship and related actions. 

• Support citizen science initiatives to address the climate crisis, including protecting 
biodiversity and the environment. 

• Work with Research Funders to consider criteria for sustainability, as part of the research 
lifecycle (e.g. in research project design, eligibility, assessment criteria). 

• Develop new Senior Cycle curriculum on climate change and sustainable development. 

• Further integrate and mainstream Education for Sustainable Development / SDGs (themes, 
principles, approaches) into specialist, non-specialist and interdisciplinary higher education 
courses and programmes, including flexible and parttime options.Progress development of 
micro-credentials on topics such as climate change, biodiversity, SDGs, gender equality, 
human rights, to support upskilling and reskilling for a sustainable economy and society. 

• Organise and cohost National Youth Assembly event on Climate each year. 

• Support the Climate Ambassador Programme by providing training, network events, public 
outreach, podcast, and Climate Ambassador Awards. 

• Promote online Climate Action Hub (Climate Toolkit for Business) for enterprises with 
relevant tools and content. 

• Experiment with initiatives to incorporate new content or modules relating to climate and 
sustainability into Client Management Development Programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/02952d-national-strategy-on-education-for-sustainable-development-in-irelan/#national-strategy
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/02952d-national-strategy-on-education-for-sustainable-development-in-irelan/#national-strategy
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Action 37 Support, through the education system, the required initiatives to support the 
development of a climate neutral economy 

Quarterly measure: Ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among others through education for sustainable development 
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development 

Responsible body: D/Education 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Q2 Education for Sustainable Development Newsletter included 32 articles on 
Educational Sustainable Development related matters including:  

• Information on summer courses for primary teachers on "Multimedia projects on Climate 
and Sustainability" and "Climate Science Champions" 

• Update from Colaiste Chiaráin on their National Tree Week event 

• An overview of Outdoor Learning at South Lee Educate Together National School in Cork 

• An update on the Worldwise Global Schools programe 

• GoGreen Course options for students on CareersPortal 

• Junk Kouture - Irish Final update 

• Update on the SDG National Implementation Plan 

• Circular Economy News from the Rediscovery Centre 

• CEDEFOP (European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training) information on 
Employment Opportunities and the Green Transition 

• Young Social Innovators report on young peoples attitudes to Climate Change and the 
environment 

• Launch of the Atlantic Technological University - a "Climate Action" University for the West 
and North West Region 

• Update on SEAIs "Finding your climate superpower" event  

• Promotion of Bike Week 14th to 22nd May 

• Update on National Youth Council of Ireland’s Youth Climate Justice project 

• Update on Trinity College's Climate Smart project 

• Launch of Erasmus+ Just Action project - Teachers and Students towards a sustainable 
transition 

• Information on Grants for research projects in Health and Climate 

• Dublin Gazette - Making Dublin Greener competition for primary schools 

• Irish Schools Sustainability Network - Climate and Nature Summit in November 2022 

• Student Conference on Digital and Green in June 2022 

• SDG Art Competition – DECC 
 
All newsletters issued to schools and subscribers and available on a range of websites:  
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/a1d6e-education-for-sustainable-development-newsletter/  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/a1d6e-education-for-sustainable-development-newsletter/
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Action 40 Build a new national and local citizen engagement model through the National 
Dialogue on Climate Action 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Reconvene and expand Inter-departmental Working Group (IDWG) 
chaired by the DECC to support implementation of National Dialogue on Climate Action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Inter-departmental Working Group convened for the first time on 10 May and 
included representatives from D/Taoiseach, DCEDIY, DRCD, DTCAGSM, EPA, Local Authorities, SEAI,  
Creative Ireland, DAFM  and Havas (consultants delivering the Climate Conversations 2022) and 
was chaired by DECC. The Inter-departmental Working Group held it's second meeting on 31 May  
and will continue to meet on a regular basis.  

 

Action 40 Build a new national and local citizen engagement model through the National 
Dialogue on Climate Action 

Q2 2022 measure: Organise and host a National Climate Conversation Event focusing on national 
and local priorities  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The first National Climate Stakeholder forum took place on 22 March  2022, opened by 
Minister Ryan, and Chaired by Alan Barret (Director of the ESRI). It included over 120 participants 
from government departments, agencies, and stakeholders who engaged actively in a series of 
deliberative workshops examining practical solutions to the acceleration of the actions in the areas 
of retrofitting, offshore energy, citizen engagement, and sustainable mobility. 
  
An internal report on the event has been finalsed which will be presented to the second National 
Climate Stakeholder forum by the Minister, which is taking place on 27 July  at the Aviva Stadium 
with the Minister in attendance. The Taoiseach and Táiniste are being invited to attend and  
Invitations will issue to stakeholders the first week in July. 
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Action 40 Build a new national and local citizen engagement model through the National 
Dialogue on Climate Action 

Q2 2022 measure: Organise and host a Youth Climate Assembly  

Responsible body: DCEDIY 

Status: Complete 

Update: On the 2 March 2022 Minister Roderic O’Gorman of the DCEDIY and Minister Eamon Ryan 
of DECC convened the first National Youth Assembly on Climate. The Assembly consisted of 35 
young delegates aged between 12 and 24, from 18 counties representing 28 organisations. The 
National Youth Assembly on Climate is the first major milestone in the year long programme of 
activities involving young people. 

 

Action 41 Design and conduct annual Climate Conversations and Public Consultation on the 
Climate Action Plan 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Design a call for evidence to seek expert views from organisations and 
citizens to feed into the design of the Climate Action Plan  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The first meeting of National Social and Behavioural Advisory Group on Climate Action was 
convened 26 May 2022 and is providing insights into public engagement. As part of the Climate 
Conversations 2022 10 experts in the field will be interviewed in June/July. 10 experts in their field 
were selected by the department following  consultation with the Inter Departmental Working 
Group , the National Social and Behavioural Advisory Group on Climate Action. The "Call for 
Evidence drafted" output will be replaced by semi-structured interviews due to be completed by 
end of July 2022. 

 

Action 41 Design and conduct annual Climate Conversations and Public Consultation on the 
Climate Action Plan 

Q2 2022 measure: Launch public consultation seeking citizen and expert views to inform the design 
of policies, measures, and actions as part of the Climate Action Plan  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Climate Conversations 2022 began 31 May beginning with Public Participation Network 
workshops and focus groups completed in June and the online questionnaire open to the public 
launched on the 1 July 2022, remaining open until the 9 Sept 2022.  The timeline for Reporting is 
Q4 2022. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/4f46a-national-youth-assembly-of-ireland-convenes-for-the-first-time-as-the-youth-assembly-on-climate/
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Action 41 Design and conduct annual Climate Conversations and Public Consultation on the 
Climate Action Plan 

Q2 2022 measure: Organise and host Broad Online Conversations  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Climate Conversations 2022 began 31 May beginning with Public Participation Network 
workshops and focus groups completed in June and the online questionnaire open to the public 
launched on the 1 July 2022, remaining open until the 9 Sept 2022.  The timeline for Reporting is 
Q4 2022. 

 

Action 41 Design and conduct annual Climate Conversations and Public Consultation on the 
Climate Action Plan 

Q2 2022 measure: Facilitate consultation with communities on climate policy through the Public 
Participation Networks  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Climate Conversations 2022 began 31 May beginning with Public Participation Network 
workshops and focus groups completed in June and the online questionnaire open to the public 
launched on the 1 July 2022, remaining open until the 9 Sept 2022.  The timeline for Reporting is 
Q4 2022. 

 

Action 44 Employ the latest research to provide an evidence base to support work of the 
National Dialogue on Climate Action, communications and the Inter-departmental 
Working Group, drive sectoral demand shifts and behavioural change, and provide 
input into policy 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Establish a National Climate Change Behavioural Insights and 
Implementation Unit  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Delays from Q4 2021 are due to the challenges of  recruiting appropriate personnel.The 
EPA have appointed a Research Manager who is due to commence in leading the National Climate 
Change Behavioural Insights and Implementation Unit in early July 2022.  They are still in the 
process of recruiting a Research Officer. 
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Action 44 Employ the latest research to provide an evidence base to support work of the 
National Dialogue on Climate Action, communications and the Inter-departmental 
Working Group, drive sectoral demand shifts and behavioural change, and provide 
input into policy 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Establish a National Social and Behavioural Advisory Group on Climate 
Action  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The first meeting of the National Social and Behavioural Advisory Group on Climate Action  
was convened on the 26th of May, included representatves from the EPA, SEAI, ESRI, University 
College Cork, University College Dublin, Envecon chaired by DECC. The National Social and 
Behavioural Advisory Group on Climate Action will continue to meet on a regular basis.  

 

Action 45 Design and implement a robust project management system to monitor National 
Dialogue on Climate Action progress 

Quarterly measure: Collate, and analyse social and behavioural research insights by key themes 
and sectors including Just Transition, energy, waste, transport, built environment and agriculture  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Climate Change in the Irish Minds (CCIM) study was published in December 2021 and 
the findings presented to a broad range of policy makers and stakeholders. This research is also to 
inform Climate Communicaitons Coordination Committee  chaired by D/Taoiseach. The second 
report which will include a detailed segmentation analysis will be published shortly and provide 
further insights for sectoral areas and by region to inform local authorities int he development of 
heir Climate Action Plans.  
 
Further, as part of the work on the Climate Conversations 2022 (CC22), DECC has produced a 
literature review examining research on engagement with climate action. The public consultation 
CC22 has been based on these findings and will capture insights across all key sectoral areas 
relating to the Climate Action Plan. 

 

Action 46 Provide funding to the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland for a round of the Sound 
and Vision Scheme with the core theme of Climate Change and Climate Action 

Q2 2022 measure: Issue a call for a specific round of the Sound and Vision Scheme to support the 
development of programmes for broadcast media addressing the issue of Climate Change  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: On 23 May the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland  announced details of the new Sound & 
Vision Scheme funding round focusing on climate change and climate action. The Sound & Vision 
Scheme under the auspice of the  Broadcasting Authority of Ireland  remains open for applications. 
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Action 47 Promote sustainable destination management 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop and promote a sustainability pledge for both inbound and 
domestic tourists and tour operators to support Ireland’s efforts to help preserve the environment 
and act in a responsible and sustainable manner  

Responsible body: Sustainable Tourism Working Group 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Extensive consumer research into visitor pledges and the success of initiatives undertaken 
by other destinations was completed by Tourism Ireland and reviewed by The Sustainable Tourism 
Working Group. The Group no longer proposes to pursue this action. Instead, it will look to support 
schemes and initiatives already in place, such as "Leave no Trace". Delivery Date expected: Q4 2022 

 

Action 47 Promote sustainable destination management 

Q2 2022 measure: Evaluate the benefits of introducing a national tourism enterprise sustainability 
programme along the lines of ‘Origin Green’  

Responsible body: Sustainable Tourism Working Group 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This action was delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, which meant that all available 
resources were invested in ensuring the survival of the Tourism sector up until Q2 2022.  
Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland will collaborate on research to see if an official “origin green” 
mark adds values to the consumer and to look over previous research and explore what is needed, 
gain insight on a “national brand” or determine if it is something that needs to be commissioned. 
Delivery Date expected: Q4 2022 

 

Action 47 Promote sustainable destination management 

Q2 2022 measure: Organise workshops with local stakeholders including community 
groups/farmers etc. to maximise the potential of nature-based solutions in local tourism  

Responsible body: Fáilte Ireland 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Wild Atlantic Nature LIFE Integrated Project officially launched on 13 May 2022. It is a 
nine-year environmental project (2021-2029) led by DHLGH. It aims to improve Ireland’s 
performance in conserving habitats, and to improve the conservation status in the Special Areas of 
Conservation Network of blanket bog.  
 
Fáilte Ireland is currently drafting guidelines to support communities to develop and manage 
tourism and recreational activities in Natura 2000 sites. These guidelines will inform and be 
disseminated to local stakeholders via the workshops scheduled for Q4 2022.  Delivery Date 
expected: Q4 2022 
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Action 48 Further develop and embed a comprehensive well-being framework for Ireland, 
with a strong focus on sustainability 

Q2 2022 measure: Complete a second follow-on report on the Well-being Framework for Ireland  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Second Report on the Well-being Framework for Ireland was approved by 
Government on 31 May and published on 2 June 2022 along with a high level analysis of the 
accompanying dashboard.  
 
These reports implemented a sustainability tagging system (one of two cross-cutting themes of the 
Framework) to provide consistent reminders to maintain focus on the long-term impacts of policy 
decisions (environmental, economic and social).  
 
Available at: www.gov.ie/wellbeing-framework  

 

Action 49 Progress the establishment of a Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Conclude and analyse youth engagement on scope of Assembly  

Responsible body: National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The planning and organisation of the Young Persons’ Assembly for Biodiversity has 
commenced. An advisory board of young people is currently being convened to ensure their 
concerns feed into the ongoing rollout and autumn events.  
 
The initial ‘step’ was to assess the scope of the Citizens’ Assembly. However, the aim of the Young 
Persons’ Assembly for Biodiversity has since changed. In its current format, the aim is for it to 
mirror the Citizens Assembly and help inform development of national policy on biodiversity.   

 

Action 50 Supporting Climate and Biodiversity progress through relevant strategic advice to 
enhance evidence-based decision-making 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Provide advice on ‘how-to’ progress strategic or challenging projects 
(which may be identified during the current planning, modelling and bottom-up process)  

Responsible body: NESC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Advice in three parts:  

• Research report on  place-based opportunities in a just transition is complete and available 
online (Action 12a).    

• Interim report on engagement and advice on agriculture and just transition in Q4  (Action 
405)-on schedule.  

• Advisory  report on just transition methods and engagement drawing on body of just 
transition work (Q4)-on schedule. 

http://www.gov.ie/wellbeing-framework
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Carbon Pricing  
 

Action 68 Continue to reform budgetary process and procedures to provide transparency on 
the Government’s financial commitments to the climate change agenda 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Develop and publish a methodology to identify expenditures that are 
having a negative impact on emissions and identify these expenditures through the budgetary 
process on an ongoing basis  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The intention is to publish this paper as part of the Budgetary process 2022. 

 

Action 69 Keep the Public Spending Code under ongoing review in line with international 
best practice to ensure that it includes tools to evaluate the climate and 
environmental consequences of investments 

Q2 2022 measure: Revise shadow price of carbon in light of enhanced climate ambition in the 
Climate Act 2021 and informed by updated research on marginal abatement cost of reaching these 
higher targets  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The shadow price of carbon values are reliant on the finalisation of the sectoral emissions 
ceilings. While DPER will endeavour to perform the analysis as quickly as possible following a 
Government decision, it is likely the modelling won’t be finalised until Q3. 

 

Action 69 Keep the Public Spending Code under ongoing review in line with international 
best practice to ensure that it includes tools to evaluate the climate and 
environmental consequences of investments 

Q2 2022 measure: Publish a new iteration of the Common Appraisal Framework for Transport 
Projects and Programmes, reflecting developments in the Public Spending Code and transport since 
2016  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Project timeline currently being revised to incorporate DPER review of Public Spending 
Code and detailed feedback on full draft framework. Completion anticipated by end-2022. 

 

 

 

 

 



91 
 

Action 73 Use the mandate of the New Economy and Recovery Authority (NewERA) to 
support the mobilisation of private finance for climate-related investment 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: NewERA will work with the commercial State companies, the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, and other public bodies to 
mobilise private investment towards assisting in meeting our climate objectives  

Responsible body: NewERA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Final NewERA report received. The report is commercially sensitive and is not available to 
the public however, the below was given by Minister Donoghue as part of a written response to 
question from Deputy Ó Cathasaigh on 16 June. Full response available using the link at the end. 
 

• Bord na Móna has named eight Irish companies chosen for its climate action and 
sustainability accelerator programme, Accelerate Green.  

• Early stage investments are also receiving support from the Halo Business Angel Network, a 
joint initiative of Enterprise Ireland, InterTradeIreland and Invest Northern Ireland, which 
launched a new Impact Syndicate to invest in Environmental, Social & Governance start-
ups on the island of Ireland over the next three years, in February this year. The Network's 
Impact Syndicate will collectively invest €10m in start-ups focusing on sectors such as 
climate, energy, the blue economy and cleantech. 

• DECC, with assistance from NewERA, is working with the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland to develop a loan guarantee scheme of at least €500m to provide a competitive 
funding offer to help increase the volume and depth of retrofit activity – the Residential 
Retrofit Loan Guarantee Scheme. 

• The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland published an Open Call earlier this year to 
identify lenders to participate in the €150m SME Energy Efficiency Loan Scheme. 

• The St James’s Hospital €15m retrofit, financed by the Ireland Energy Efficiency Fund, in 
which the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications is an investor, was 
completed in March. This will reportedly result in energy and operational savings of at least 
€26m over the next 20 years and a reduction of almost 6,000 tonnes of CO2 every year. 

• The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund committed €20m to a major new fund that will 
improve the energy efficiency of buildings and homes in February this year. The Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund is also an investor in the €90m Irish Innovation Seed Fund 
Programme, a new fund for Irish start-ups targeted at a number of areas including climate 
change.  
 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2022-06-16/57/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2022-06-16/57/


92 
 

Action 75 Promote the further development of the sustainable finance sector to facilitate 
increased investment in zero-emission sectors in Ireland 

Quarterly measure: Implement the Actions set out in Ireland's Sustainable Finance Roadmap so 
that Ireland becomes a world leader in Sustainable Finance by 2025  

Responsible body: DFIN 

Status: Complete 

Update: Actions delivered during Q2 2022 include:  

• Build capacity and ensure best practice in reporting and disclosure: on 27 June the final 
Irish Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures capacity building session was held. 
The Sustainable Finance Skillnet has secured funding to develop a Postgrad in the area of 
reporting and disclosure.  

• Develop a Sustainable Finance Fintech strategy: co-developed with the FinTech & 
Payments Association Ireland and with PwC providing support, strategy development is 
currently underway. Subject to final approval, the goal is to launch it on 18 October 2022 
during Climate Finance Week. Ongoing into Q3. 

• Establish a public-private Climate and Sustainable Finance Group: The DFIN chaired group 
had its most recent meeting in early June. 

• Embed sustainable finance and climate risk into the supervisory and financial stability 
assessments: on 29 June, the Central Bank’s Climate Forum met for the first time. 24 
private sector entities/trade bodies are members with three Observers – DFIN, the 
National Treasury Management Agency and Sustainable Finance Ireland. 

• Climate Finance Week Ireland: now in its fifth year. Skillnet Ireland supporting. Planning 
started in Q2 and ongoing into Q3. 

 

Action 78 Implement the National Planning Framework 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Provide that LAs consider GHG emissions, in the context of Local 
Authority Climate Action Plan as part of the City/County Development Plan process  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: Guidelines published in Q2 2022. They are intended as the ‘go-to’ reference manual for all 
those who may be involved in the often complex process of producing a county or city 
development plan. From a climate aciton perspective, the guidelines, revised for the first time since 
2007, include: 

• a clear approach to ensuring that every development plan includes a sustainable long-term 
housing strategy, consistent with national housing targets and policies 

• facilitation of development activity in cities, towns and urban areas, which creates compact 
and integrated communities, aides brownfield regeneration, activating greenfield land-
banks for housing and supporting place-making and the growth of sustainable 
communities.  

• assistance to local authorities and communities in adapting key national polices, like Town 
Centre First and the Climate Action Plan, into their local development strategy. 

 
Please see: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-
planning-authorities/  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-planning-authorities/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9aac-development-plans-guidelines-for-planning-authorities/
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Action 78 Implement the National Planning Framework 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Establish a working group to examine implementation of climate 
actions in the National Planning Framework  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DHLGH is currently progressing a number of competing priorities, including implementing 
the Housing for All strategy in line with commitments in the Programme for Government, 
legislative amendments and developing Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines.  
 
As these priorities are at an advanced stage, it is envisaged that there will be capacity in Q3 2022 to 
establish the working group as per the action.This action also ties into the analysis to be 
undertaken to inform the review of the National Planning Framework. 

 

Action 80 Support, monitor and assess Local Authority Climate Action 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Conduct a review of Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) to consider 
establishment of climate action SPCs in each Local Authority  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A scoping of the project to review Strategic Policy Committees is nearing completion. 
Documents, including draft Terms of Reference, to issue to identified stakeholders for their 
consideration by mid Q3 2022. 

 

Action 80 Support, monitor and assess Local Authority Climate Action 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Each Local Authority will identify and develop plans for one 
“Decarbonising Zone”  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Identification of Decarbonising Zones is materially complete for 30 of 31 Local Authority 
Decarbonising Zones. The development of plans awaits the development of statutory guidelines by 
DECC for Local Authority Climate Action Plans in Q4 2022  as set out in the Climate Action 
Amendment Act 2021 and Action 80e of the Climate Action Plan 2021. 
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Action 82 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to meet 
climate action objectives 

Q2 2022 measure: Implement EPA research strategy to 2030  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The  EPA  are intending to publish the 2021 Climate Research Report  in July.  Delay mainly 
due to receipt of data from other research funders nationally. 

 

Action 82 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to meet 
climate action objectives 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Articulate and support co-ordination and collaboration of climate 
related research across relevant Government Departments and Agencies in the next national 
Research and Innovation Strategy  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: Complete 

Update: Impact 2030: Ireland’s Research and Innovation Strategy was published in May 2022. The 
strategy commits to maximising the impact of R&I on our economy, society and the environment, 
of which climate change is a key element.  
 
New governance structures will be established to ensure not only that research and innovation 
(R&I) is positioned as a key enabler of addressing national priorities, climate change being one of 
the key ones but that the R&I system is strengthened and supported to optimise the contribution 
of R&I as effectively and efficiently as possible. 

 

Action 83 Support climate and biodiversity progress through relevant strategic advice to 
enhance evidence-based decision-making 

Q2 2022 measure: Provide advice on natural capital (nature) accounting frameworks  

Responsible body: NESC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This work will be undertaken in Q4 2022 and completed in Q1 2023. This timing will more 
effective following the publication of the Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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Action 84 Continue to provide research funding and to coordinate national initiatives for the 
delivery and continuous improvement of national predictive capability and 
capacity in the areas of weather, climate, and hydrology 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Initiate the coordination of Ireland’s National Framework for Climate 
Services (NFCS) in consultation with stakeholders  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Memo on the establishment of a National Framework for Climate Services approved by 
Government, June 2022. Kick off meeting planned for Q3 2022. 

 

Action 84 Continue to provide research funding and to coordinate national initiatives for the 
delivery and continuous improvement of national predictive capability and 
capacity in the areas of weather, climate, and hydrology 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Implement the coordination of Ireland’s WMO Integrated Global 
Observing System (WIGOS) activities  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Complete 

Update: Invitation letters have been sent and responses have been received. Members of the 
World Meteorological Organization Integrated Global Observing System Governance Committee 
are now in place for CCMA, Commissioners of Irish Lights, Marine Institute, Teagasc, OPW. 

 

Action 87 Create a national Sustainable Tourism Policy 

Q2 2022 measure: Undertake public consultation on new national sustainable tourism policy  

Responsible body: DTCAGSM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Officials in DTCAGSM are currently preparing the initial consultation with key stakeholders 
with a view to participating in an informal consultation.Following the completion of this initial 
informal consultation and a review of the previous policy (People Place and Policy 2025), which was 
delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a formal public consultation will take place with a view to 
publishing the Sustainable Tourism Policy in 2023. Delivery Date expected: Q4 2022 
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Action 89 Minimise negative environmental impact of tourism 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Carry out a feasibility study on the infrastructure required to be able to 
travel and tour Ireland's experience regions by sustainable modes of transport  

Responsible body: Fáilte Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: The study has identified the infrastructure required and frequency of e-charging points to 
support sustainable car touring so that international and domestic visitors can travel freely and 
without range anxiety through Irelands tourist routes.  
 
An awareness /communications campaign from a tourism perspective is envisaged and will ensure 
alignment with Electrical Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Strategy currently being prepared by 
Department of Transport.  
 
A number of other areas of related work ongoing also focus on public transport, cycling and 
walking and in collaboration with transport providers such as TII, NTA e.g. Fáilte Ireland is currently 
engaging with TII on the National Cycle Network. 

 

Action 89 Minimise negative environmental impact of tourism 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Undertake research and analysis to investigate options for tourists 
within Ireland, to minimise and offset their carbon emissions  

Responsible body: Fáilte Ireland 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This was delayed due to resourcing commitments on other projects which were being 
finalised in 2021/2022. Work completed under Action 88 to analyse the carbon footprint of the 
Tourism Industry will be developed into typical Tourist personas to allow Tourists to complete the 
emissions associated with a range of options including accommodation, travel and destination 
choices. Delivery Date expected: Q4 2022 

 

Action 90 Grow the awareness and understanding of sustainability in tourism 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Incorporate the guiding principles for sustainable tourism development 
in business support programmes  

Responsible body: Fáilte Ireland 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is ongoing on the development of a How To “Climate Action Playbook” under an 
industry facing umbrella of “Tourism Green” which is composed of 10 individual Playbooks, with 
testing with the industry taking place.  
 
A suite of practical supports including a new Carbon Calculator to measure and manage carbon 
emissions at the business level will also be available to industry. Delivery Date expected: Q3 2022 
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Action 92 Support the modification of sports facilities in order to reduce energy 
consumption 

Q2 2022 measure: Development of a new sustainability strategy for the Sport Ireland Campus  

Responsible body: Sport Ireland 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Sport Ireland has identified additional opportunities to enhance its sustainability 
performance, and has phased the delivery of its Sustainability Strategy with building performance 
criteria delivered in Q2 2022, and the broader policy to be delivered in Q3 2022. Delivery Date 
expected: Q3 2022 

 

Ireland's International Action on Climate Breakdown 
 

Action 446 Place climate action, especially for Least Developed Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, at the heart of all development cooperation and policy 
partnerships, as well as our engagement in multilateral processes 

Q2 2022 measure: Ensure climate action, especially for Least Developed Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, is reflected in the new Climate Diplomacy Strategy  

Responsible body: DFA 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Climate Diplomacy Strategy is included as part of the Climate Finance Roadmap, 
approved by Cabinet as noted above. It reflects the central place of climate action, especially for 
Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States, at the heart of our development 
cooperation and policy partnerships, as well as engagement in multilateral processes.  

 

Action 448 Double, at least, the percentage of Official Development Assistance spending on 
climate finance by 2030, and report on our expenditure each year 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Climate Finance Roadmap developed in collaboration with other 
Departments  

Responsible body: DFA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Climate Finance Roadmap has been developed in consultation with other Government 
Departments and has been approved by Cabinet. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishaid.ie/news-publications/press/pressreleasearchive/2022/july/government-publishes-its-international-climate-finance-roadmap.html
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Action 449 Develop and implement approaches to climate-proof all Official Development 
Assistance, and continue to include climate as a core theme in strategy 
development in countries where Ireland has a significant development 
cooperation programme 

Q2 2022 measure: Develop and implement methodology for climate proofing Official Development 
Assistance 

Responsible body: DFA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Climate proofing plan drafted by DFA and agreed with other Government Departments. 
Subsequently a tender for implementation support was launched in June 2022. Climate Proofing 
will be an ongoing process, with external support to be delivered over the next 18 months. 
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Adaptation 
 

Action 455 Review National Adaptation Framework 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Public Consultation on existing National Adaptation Framework  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Public consultation was  launched on 25 May, 2022 (available through Irish and English) 
and will close on 20 July.  Consultation link: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/133c7-public-
consultation-on-review-of-the-national-adaptation-framework/  

 

Action 456 Commence pilot project to identify a suitable approach for the use of 
Climate Change Adaptation Indicators at national level 

Q2 2022 measure: Scope out and agree Climate Indicators in an existing national adaptation sector  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Department of Transport has agreed to be the pilot adaptation sector for this work 
and it is engaging with Transport Infrastructure Ireland, Climate Ireland and the EPA to agree the 
scope of the work to quickly produce a draft set of indicators for the roads sector. This will then 
lead to the development of guidance material for use in other sectors. 

 

Action 460 Undertake a Scheme Adaptation Plan during the detailed development of new 
flood relief schemes, setting out how climate change has been taken into account 
during the design and construction, and what adaptation measures might be 
needed into the future 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Complete a pilot Scheme Adaptation Plan for a new flood relief 
scheme, including a review of national and international best practice, to inform the preparation of 
a Guidance Note to project teams  

Responsible body: OPW 

Status: Complete 

Update: A pilot Scheme Climate Change Adaptation Plan has been completed for the proposed 
Midleton Flood Relief Scheme, which developed and tested a robust methodology for the 
assessment of climate change adaptation measures, in line with international best practice, to be 
implemented consistently across all new flood relief schemes.  
 
The report on the lessons and recommendations from the pilot has been completed, and a draft of 
a Guidance Note has been prepared. 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/133c7-public-consultation-on-review-of-the-national-adaptation-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/133c7-public-consultation-on-review-of-the-national-adaptation-framework/
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Action 469 Continue to improve the understanding of, and the communication around, 
Ireland’s changing climate and the co-creation and delivery of climate services 

Q2 2022 measure: Continue to work in state-of-the-art climate modelling  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 

• EC-Earth-Veg CMIP6 SSP simulations have been completed. 

• HCLIM SSP2-4.5 downscaling simulation has been completed. 

• HCLIM SSP5-8.5 downscaling simulation has been completed. 

• HCLIM model development: collaboration with HCLIM community has started. 

• Future Weather Research Fellowship: interviews were held in 2021 and the position was 
offered with a starting date of Q1 2022. The candidate subsequently declined to take the 
position; it will now be re-advertised in Q3 2022 with interviews planned for Q3 2022 and 
a revised starting date of Q4 2022 / Q1 2023. 

 

Action 469 Continue to improve the understanding of, and the communication around, 
Ireland’s changing climate and the co-creation and delivery of climate services 

Q2 2022 measure: Continue to develop and provide climate services in support of climate-sensitive 
decisions with regards to flooding, droughts, heatwaves, etc  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Complete 

Update: TRANSLATE Interim progress reports available for both standardised climate projections 
and climate service development. See https://www.met.ie/science/translate.  

 

Action 470 Continue to improve Ireland’s national climate monitoring capabilities through the 
delivery of advanced, sustainable, and long-term, climate and environmental 
monitoring programmes 

Q2 2022 measure: Continue the modernisation of the weather radar network by procuring 
Shannon replacement dual-pol radar  

Responsible body: DHLGH - Met Éireann 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Civil works to commence in Q3 2022 to Shannon radar tower under OPW. Radar 
installation Q4 2022 / Q1 2023. The reason for the delay is due to the scope of civil works required 
at the airport site, led by OPW, to bring the radar tower up to modern building regulations before 
the new radar can be installed. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.met.ie/science/translate
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Action 476 Adopt the four regional plans under Irish Water’s National Water Resources 
Framework Plan 

Q2 2022 measure: Publication of final Regional Water Resources Plan: Eastern and Midlands  

Responsible body: Irish Water 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Consultation on draft ' Regional Water Resources Plan: Eastern and Midlands' closed on 8 
April. Submission assessment and deliberation underway. Final  'Regional Water Resources Plan: 
Eastern and Midlands' will be adopted in July 2022. 

 

Action 476 Adopt the four regional plans under Irish Water’s National Water Resources 
Framework Plan 

Q2 2022 measure: Public consultation on the draft Regional Water Resources Plan: South West  

Responsible body: Irish Water 

Status: Complete 

Update: Draft 'Regional Water Resources Plan: South West' launched on 1 June, consultation 
activities underway, including public consultation webinars. 

 

Action 477 Develop clear leadership across the health sector 

Q2 2022 measure: All organisations to which this plan applies to identify a person with lead 
responsibility for climate change action  

Responsible body: D/Health 

Status: Complete 

Update: Contact points identified and engaged with to establish relevance of climate agenda and 
to build environment and policy responsibility. Formal notification of liaison status carried out in 
Q2 2022. 
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Action 477 Develop clear leadership across the health sector 

Q2 2022 measure: Health sector bodies state-funded or grant aided to reflect on and embed 
relevant adaptation actions within their strategic and operational planning  

Responsible body: D/Health 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Department of Health has 17 bodies under its aegis, 11 of which report to the SEAI in 
relation to their carbon footprint. Of the remainder climate adaptation is of relevance to the 
National Cancer Registry Board, and is considered in the context of skin cancer policy.  
 
The HSE has the main responsibility for the delivery of health sector climate adaptation action and 
is developing its Climate Action and Sustainability Implementation Plan. This plan, to be completed 
in August 2022, will drive ambitious adaptation and mitigation action. 

 

Action 480 Identify and build collaborative relationships with key stakeholders to guide 
implementation of health-related climate policies 

Q2 2022 measure: Identify arrangements for ongoing engagement with key stakeholder groups 
and ways to ensure integration of their work  

Responsible body: D/Health 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Stakeholder engagement will be jointly carried out by Department and the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) upon the finalisation of the HSE Climate Action and Sustainability Implementation 
Plan. 

 

Action 486 Build and refine Irish-specific climate change epidemiology relating to air pollution 
and identify risk groups 

Q2 2022 measure: Assess adequacy of number of ambient air quality monitoring stations  

Responsible body: D/Health 

Status: Delayed 

Update: To be taken forward in conjunction with DECC following the finalisation of the Clean Air 
Strategy. 
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Action 487 Undertake climate change adaptation research in the electricity and gas networks 
sector 

Q4 2021 Delayed measure: Identify energy specific climate research required  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC are currently awaiting the establishment of the Energy Technical Advisory Division 
and therefore resources are not available to progress action. This will be delayed until the Energy 
Technical Advisory Devision have the resources to update. 

 

Action 488 Continue to build on adaptation measures in the electricity and gas networks 
sector already in place 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Identify measures that are working well in other jurisdictions and 
assess whether they can also be deployed in Ireland  

Responsible body: Energy network, companies, private generators & agencies 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC are currently awaiting the establishment of the Energy Technical Advisory Division 
and therefore resources are not available to progress action. This will be delayed until the Energy 
Technical Advisory Devision have the resources to update. 

 

Action 489 Mainstream climate change adaptation into general energy policy, and strategic 
objectives to 2050 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Assess level of climate change adaptation in energy policy and make 
recommendations, as appropriate  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC are currently awaiting the establishment of the Energy Technical Advisory Division 
and therefore resources are not available to progress action. This will be delayed until the Energy 
Technical Advisory Devision have the resources to update. 

 

Action 490 Harmonise the collection of baseline data on the costs to business and the public 
arising from past extreme weather events in the electricity and gas networks 
sector 

Q1 2022 Delayed measure: Develop justification criteria for mitigation measures by utilities based 
on avoided costs to wider economy from such mitigation measures  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DECC are currently awaiting the establishment of the Energy Technical Advisory Division 
and therefore resources are not available to progress action. This will be delayed until the Energy 
Technical Advisory Devision have the resources to update. 

 


