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Assessment of existing public health measures for COVID-19 in Ireland 
for consideration by NPHET 24 March 2020 

 
 
1. HPSC data  
 
The following data was extracted from the HPSC database on 22 Mar 2020 at 16:12.  

Data on mode of transmission (associated with travel, community transmission and contact with 
confirmed case) was not submitted to the DOH but has been requested for subsequent reports.  
 
Table 1.  Age and gender of all confirmed cases to date Table 2. Location (county of 

residence) of all confirmed 
cases to date 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3. Summary  

Patients hospitalised with Covid-19 243 
No. of cases in ICU at 6:10 on 22nd March 21 
No. of healthcare workers confirmed cases 178 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Carlow 4 
Cavan 5 
Clare 9 
Cork 122 
Donegal 8 
Dublin 510 
Galway 34 
Kerry 12 
Kildare 23 
Kilkenny 15 
Laois 8 
Leitrim 1 
Limerick 18 
Longford 3 
Louth 13 
Mayo 7 
Meath 16 
Monaghan 2 
Offaly 10 
Roscommon 1 
Sligo 8 
Tipperary 20 
Waterford 9 
Westmeath 21 
Wexford 3 
Wicklow 24 
Grand Total 906 

Age group Males Females Not 
specified 

Total 

0-4 4 1   5 
5-9 2 5 

 
7 

10-14 6 4 
 

10 
15-19 5 10 

 
15 

20-24 30 26 1 57 
25-29 40 55 

 
95 

30-34 46 39 1 86 
35-39 55 29 4 88 
40-44 43 48 

 
91 

45-49 47 36 3 86 
50-54 55 34 1 90 
55-59 49 25 1 75 
60-64 28 24 

 
52 

65-69 16 9 2 27 
70-74 20 10 

 
30 

75-79 9 17 
 

26 
80-84 13 19 

 
32 

85+ 18 15 
 

33 
Unknown   1   1 
Grand Total 486 407 13 906 
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2. Contact tracing  

Contact tracing is part of the public health measures to identify contacts from a confirmed case.  

Over the last two weeks, the HSE has been focusing efforts on quickly ramping up capacity to deal 
with immediate volume of cases and at the same time designing a sustainable structure and 
resource pool to support contact tracing over the coming weeks and months. There are a number of 
aspects to this.  

The 8 Public Health Departments (PHDs) have been sourcing additional clinical support from other 
areas of HSE and from universities locally to support contact tracing as cases increase. In parallel, a 
project team has been put in place to develop an approach to and roll-out of an immediate ramp-up 
in contact tracing capacity.  

This has involved: 
• The development of a network of supporting contact tracing centres, based primarily in 

Higher Education Institutions, but also in agencies such as HIQA. 
• These centres will be linked to and support Departments of Public Health. The 8 

Departments will continue to be the regional structure supporting contact tracing, and will 
continue to deal with complex cases (eg Health Care Workers) while it is hoped that 
satellites centres will deal with the vast majority of cases on behalf of the Departments. 

• The development of training materials and rollout of training. A significant number of clinical 
and non-clinical staff have already been trained, with a further pipeline of staff identified for 
training this week. Staff are being drawn from HEIs and Government Departments and 
agencies at present. 

• The deployment of non-HSE already to contact tracing, including cadets, HEI and HIQA staff. 
These staff are supporting both calls to confirmed cases and to close contacts. 

• The development of IT solutions (CRM) to enable distributed networks of centres. 
 
A paper detailing the overall approach, structure, progress to date and summary of key data on the 
contact tracing process is awaited from the HSE. 
 
 
 
3. Market research data from Amárach (COVID-19 Survey, as of 4pm on 23 March 2020) 

A total of 1273 respondents to the survey, 49% male and 51% female. Survey respondents were 
asked seventeen questions.  
 
The following is a summary of responses in relation to existing public health measures: 

• Which of the following are you doing more often as a result of the Coronavirus? 
o Washing hands    93% 
o Using sanitizer    70% 
o Sitting further apart from others 71% 
o Social distancing when in a queue 84% 
o Staying at home rather than going out 88% 
o Contacting older relatives and friends to see they are okay 66% 

• Nearly ¾ of people are washing hands regularly after they come home and before they 
handle food, with roughly half doing so before they go to or start work or after blowing their 
nose; nearly all are washing their hands after using the toilet. 

• 44% are confident that they would know what steps to take if they developed symptoms. 
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The following points were also identified.  
• 57% believe social distancing measures are too weak with 43% think they are about right, 

and 82% believe there should be tighter restrictions. 

• 13% people responded that they have been in situations where they did not know the 
appropriate behaviour to take in relation to risks about getting or spreading the Coronavirus 

 
4. Evidence of compliance and non-compliance from media reports in last 48 hours 

(Saturday 21st to Monday 23rd March at midday) 

A number of media sources referred to non-compliance with guidance on ‘social distancing’ and 
include:  

• Wicklow County Council closed Upper car park in Glendalough and Gardaí closed the car 
park at Lahinch, Co. Clare due to concerns about social distancing. 

• An Garda Síochána tweeting 23 March about an incident where a youth (awaiting a test 
result) was not adhering to self-isolation. 

• An Garda Síochána tweeting about an incident where a group of youths not adhering to 
social distancing. 

• Various media and social media reports of busyness and lack of social distancing in beaches, 
mountain trails and towns around the country, including Dublin (Howth, Malahide), Wicklow 
(Glendalough, Enniskerry), Clare (Kilkee, Lahinch), Cork (Clonakilty, Youghal), Waterford 
(Tramore, Ardmore), Galway (Connemara, Salthill). 

• Social media reports of increased use of holiday homes in Co. Clare and travel from Limerick 
and Dublin to these areas. 

Examples of compliance: There are also a number of media reports of decreased footfall in city 
centre locations, e.g. Grafton Street, Dublin, Cork city centre, Galway city centre. 

 
 


