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Checks by Monitoring (CbM) 

FAQ 

What are Checks by Monitoring? 

Checks by Monitoring (CbM) is an automated and continuous process which uses Copernicus Sentinel 

Satellite data along with other data sources to determine the agricultural activity of land parcels. 

 

For 2022, the Checks by Monitoring process allows for the notification of Protein Aid/SIM Scheme 

applicants of any potential non-compliance with the scheme requirements in relation to crop type or 

activity. Where any potential non-compliance with the Protein Aid/SIM Scheme requirements is 

identified, a notification will issue on the BPS online system. The notification will provide an applicant 

the opportunity to amend their claim accordingly without penalty in light of the Checks by Monitoring 

notification. 

How do Checks by Monitoring work? 

Checks by Monitoring results are based on a traffic light system. Parcel will have a result of Green, 

Yellow or Red. CbM will identify issues between the crop claimed and the crop found based on 

satellite imagery, for example an applicant submits a crop type of peas, and the Checks by Monitoring 

process indicates that the crop found does not match, the applicant will get the opportunity to update 

to the correct crop type without penalty or submit further information to substantiate the claim. 

Where a potentially non-compliant parcel is identified (Red and Yellow parcels), a notification will 

issue on the BPS online system. The notification will provide an applicant with the opportunity to 

agree or disagree with the Department’s findings. Checks by Monitoring is an ongoing process, all 

statuses are subject to change and updated on an ongoing basis.  

What do the color codes mean? 

This colour coding is based on the traffic lights system. Each traffic light colour is explained below 

● Green indicates that the parcel is potentially compliant, e.g., Farmer submitted a claim on 

that parcel for peas, Checks by Monitoring results indicate that there are peas in that parcel. 
 

● Yellow indicates inconclusive results, e.g., Checks by Monitoring cannot identify fully if the 

parcel is compliant or not, more evidence may be required. 
 

● Red indicates that the parcel is potentially not compliant e.g., Checks by Monitoring found 

that the claimed crop may not be eligible for the Protein Aid/SIM Scheme 

 



Who will get Checks by Monitoring notifications? 

For 2022, all applicants under the Protein Aid Scheme and the Straw Incorporation Measure (SIM) 

Scheme will benefit from Checks by Monitoring. Notifications will issue to herd owners in both of 

these schemes where the Checks by Monitoring system has initially returned a potential non-

compliance (Red or Red & Yellow parcels) 

If all parcels under your application are given a Green Status by the Checks by Monitoring result, you 

will not receive a notification. However, you will be able to review your results of Check by Monitoring 

by logging on to your online BPS account via the AgFood system. 

When do Checks by Monitoring notifications commence?  

Checks by Monitoring notifications will begin to issue in mid-July, all response must be made online 

via AgFood. You can only respond to a Checks by Monitoring notification once and this response must 

be submitted on or before midnight on 31 August 2022.  

 

How will I know if I have a CbM notification? 

Where a Checks by Monitoring identifies any potential noncompliance, a notification will issue on the 

BPS online system. SMS notifications will issue where herd owners have opted in to receive them. If a 

herd owner has an authorised agricultural agent/advisor, they will receive email notification on your 

behalf.  

 

Where will I find the CbM notification? 

It will be necessary to log on to your BPS online account to view and read the notification. Where a 

Checks by Monitoring notification has been issued there will be a clear indication of this in the centre 

of the BPS home screen. 

 

How do I respond to CbM notifications? 

Checks by Monitoring responses can only be submitted through the BPS Online system on AgFood. 

For all parcels listed on the response screen a herd owner has the option to agree or disagree with 

the Departments findings.  

 

A step-by-step user guide is available on the department’s website at this link:  

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/a6ed7f-protein-aid-scheme 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/a6ed7f-protein-aid-scheme


What is the closing date for CbM responses? 

You can only respond to a Checks by Monitoring notification once and this response must be 

submitted on or before midnight on 31 August 2022. 

 

What are the implications of a non-response? 

Non-response may result in a reduction/penalty of payment under the Protein Aid Scheme or the 

Straw Incorporation Measure Scheme.  

You should be aware that any changes in relation to your claimed crop may have implications for other 

area-based schemes for which you are an applicant, for example the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), 

Greening Payment, Young Farmer Scheme (YFS), the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme (ANC), the 

Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) etc. 

Full details of Protein Aid Scheme penalties and reductions are set out in the Terms and Conditions of 

the Basic Payment Scheme and other Area-Based Schemes from page 74 onwards. You will find the 

Terms and Conditions on the Department's website 

Does CbM exempt me for other scheme checks? 

Checks by Monitoring in 2022 relates to the Protein Aid Scheme and Straw Incorporation Measure 

Scheme only. Applicants will still be subject to the standard scheme checks in relation to dual claims, 

overclaim, active farmer etc. 

 

Can CbM results affect me for another scheme? 

Yes, for example where you have declared Beans in error and the correct crop is Barley, it may have 

consequences for you obligation under BPS Greening.  

 

Further Information 

Further information is available on the Department’s website https://www.gov.ie/en/service/f16b22-

basic-payment-scheme/   

Any queries can also be addressed via the Department’s Direct Payments Helpdesk at 057 86 744 22.  
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