
 

 

 

 

 

A Guide to Responding to 

Checks by Monitoring Notifications  

For Farmers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What are Checks by Monitoring (CbM)?   

In 2018 the European Commission introduced changes to the Implementing Regulation (EU) No 

809/2014 that allowed Member States the option of using the Checks by Monitoring (CbM) in place 

of the current on-the-spot-controls. The introduction of Checks by Monitoring (CbM) for the Protein 

Aid Scheme in 2021 was the first step in the implementation of the Area Monitoring System 

(AMS) which will be compulsory in the new CAP. For 2022 applicants to the Protein Aid Scheme and 

the Straw Incorporation Measure (SIM) Scheme will be subject to Checks by Monitoring. 

 

Checks by Monitoring is an automated and continuous process which will use Copernicus Sentinel 

Satellite data along with other data sources to determine the agricultural activity on all the declared 

land parcels under the Protein Aid Scheme and Straw Incorporation Measure (SIM) scheme in 2022. 

 

The Checks by Monitoring process allows for the notification of Protein Aid/SIM Scheme applicants of 

any potential non-compliance with the scheme requirements in relation to crop type or activity. 

Where any potential non-compliance with the Protein Aid/SIM Scheme requirements is identified, a 

notification will issue on the BPS online system. The notification will provide an applicant the 

opportunity to amend their claim accordingly without penalty in light of the Checks by Monitoring 

notification. 

 

When do Checks by Monitoring notifications commence?  

Checks by Monitoring notifications will begin to issue in mid-July, all response must be made online 

via AgFood. You can only respond to a Checks by Monitoring notification once and this response must 

be submitted on or before midnight on 31 August 2022.  

 

How will I know if I have a Checks by Monitoring notification? 

SMS notifications will issue where you have opted in to receive them. If you have an authorised 

agricultural agent/advisor, they will receive email notification on your behalf.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/15877-checks-by-monitoring-cbm/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5ce8b-area-monitoring-system-ams/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5ce8b-area-monitoring-system-ams/
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Viewing your Checks by Monitoring notification 
 
Log on to www.agfood.ie and enter your login details (Username, PAC, and Password) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Once logged in, click on the  link to enter the BPS Portal. 

  

http://www.agfood.ie/


If you have Checks by Monitoring notifications that require response, the following screen will 

appear. The overview will identify the number of parcels in each category of the CbM results. 

Parcels are colour coded using the traffic light system: 

• ● Green indicates that the parcel is potentially compliant, e.g., Farmer submitted a claim on 

that parcel for peas, Checks by Monitoring results indicate that there are peas in that parcel. 
 

• ● Yellow indicates inconclusive results, e.g., Checks by Monitoring cannot identify fully if the 

parcel is compliant or not, more evidence may be required. 
 

• ● Red indicates that the parcel is potentially not compliant e.g., Checks by Monitoring found 

that the claimed crop may not be eligible for the Protein Aid/SIM Scheme 

 

Further action is required – click on the ‘View Results’ button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The results of your parcels will then be displayed as shown in the image below. Parcels are colour 

coded using the traffic light system outlined earlier. 

 

 



Responding to your Checks by Monitoring notification  
  
From your results dashboard, select the Respond to Parcel Queries button as shown in the image 

above. 

 

This will present all parcels that require a response following the Checks by Monitoring as shown in 

the image below.  For all parcels listed on the response screen you have the option to agree or 

disagree with the Departments findings.  

 

 

 

Agree with CbM Findings  
 

1. If you agree with the CBM findings, i.e., the crop claimed for on BPS was not found, Select 

“Yes”. 

2. You must enter a Comment  

3. From the Correct Parcel Use, select the correct crop within the parcel from the dropdown list  

o The crop selected here will become the correct parcel use for that parcel  
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Disagree with CbM Findings  
 

1. If you disagree with the CBM findings, i.e., the crop claimed for on BPS is the crop in the 
parcel, select “No”. 

2. You must enter a Comment  

• There is no requirement to select a parcel use when you disagree with the CbM findings   
o Selecting No will generate a request to submit a GeoTag Photo through the AgriSnap 

App.  
 

 

 
Submitting your Checks by Monitoring Response  
 
Once you have responded to each parcel, the Submit button will become active, press Submit to 

continue.  

 

 

After you press Submit, a popup box will appear to inform you that once you submit a response you 

cannot amend it. Click Confirm to continue. 
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Your Checks by Monitoring responses are now submitted, and your dashboard will update as 

shown in the image below.  

• Where you agreed with the CbM, the traffic light updates to green, and the parcel use you 

selected on the response screen is listed as the correct parcel use.  

• Where you disagreed with the CbM, the traffic light updates to gold, notifying you that the 

parcel is under DAFM review, and the status will not change until the AgriSnap request is 

received and reviewed.  

 

 

 
 
 
Viewing your Checks by Monitoring Response PDF  
 
A copy of your response PDF can be found in the ‘My Correspondence’ tab. Select the relevant 

document and click ‘View’.  



 

 

Who to Contact 

 

Below is a list of useful contacts if you need further assistance or advice on your BPS or other area-

based scheme application. 
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Area/Division 

 

Contact Number 

 

Contact Email 

Direct Payments Helpdesk 057 86 74422 directpaymentscorrespondence@agriculture.gov.ie 

AgFood Account Queries 049 43 68288 agfood@agriculture.gov.ie 

Protein  057 86 74422 directpaymentscorrespondence@agriculture.gov.ie 

SIM 057 86 74422 SIM@agriculture.gov.ie 

GeoTag 057 86 74422 geotag@agriculture.gov.ie 

AgriSnap 057 86 74422 AgriSnap@agriculture.gov.ie  

BPS Online Facility 

Assistance 

057 86 74422 bpsonline@agriculture.gov.ie 
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