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NOTE: As with all documentation, the wording of the Terms and Conditions, the Framework, for 

the measure should be read in its entirety, not parts in isolation. The wording of the Framework 

takes precedence over all documentation. 

 

Brief Overview 
 

What is the total funding available for Measure A8 for the period 2022-2025? 

 The total funding for the project 2022-2025 is €50m 

 The measure will be co-funded as set out in the Framework 

(Framework Page 34) 

 In exceptional circumstances the Department will consider giving a 

supplemental grant up to a maximum of 90% of the cost  

(Framework Pages 34-35) 

 It is likely that at least 10 Demonstration Projects will be supported under 

Measure A8 in the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme  

What is the Funding Eligibility? 

 Funding is limited to villages/settlements with a ‘core area’ that has at least 

150 population equivalent (PE) based on its existing population 

 Villages/settlements must be expressly listed in the County’s current 

Development plan and are a ‘priority location’ as detailed in the Framework 

document (Framework Page 37) 

OR 

 Villages/settlements not listed in the County’s current Development plan 

where a need has been identified and is objectively evidenced, will only be 

considered on an exceptional and objectively evidenced basis 

 Submissions (applications) for funding can be under Category 1 and 2 or 

under one category only, as the local authority considers appropriate to their 

circumstances (Framework Pages 35-36) 

What is the application process for the submission of bids? 

 Your local authority is now invited to submit project proposals. 

 A Template for Applications for Funding is provided at Appendix B of the 

Framework. 

 A comprehensive community consultation is required 

 Completion of a Feasibility Study is required 

 Local Authorities are limited to a maximum of two applications.   

 The Deadline for Submission of bids is COB on Thursday, 15 September 

2022 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q1. What is the ‘core area’? 

 

The ‘core area’ is the more compact developed part of a village/settlement 
inside a fairly distinct boundary beyond which the construction of a network for 
central waste water treatment would not be environmentally or economically 
viable (Section 2.17 of the Framework). 

 

Q2. Can another village be substituted if an approved project cannot 

proceed? 

No. The first tranche of funding for Measure A8 will focus on, and target, the 
areas of most need. Reflecting this need at local level, local authorities must 
list their applications for funding, a maximum of two, in order of priority. 
 

Q3. Why is community consultation required from the outset? 

Community consultation contributes to empowering communities and building 
public trust on activities and projects that impact on their lives. It encourages 
community buy-in at the earliest possible stage (Framework Pages 26-28). 

 
Q4. How is it envisaged that community engagement consultations take 

place? 

 

Local authorities are best placed to decide how they engage with and involve 

their local communities in the decision making process. The Framework 

document sets the basis of this consultation at Sections 2.2 and 2.3.   

Q5. Will the local authority co-funding be capped at 15% of the total project 
costs?  

 

The Framework document requires local authorities to co-fund approved 
projects (see Sections 1.5 and 2.14). Note the provisions for a basic grant and 
the supplemental grant.  It is a matter for each local authority to decide on 
how they address the co-funding requirement where the Department are 
providing at least 85% funding. 

 
Q6. In a settlement that has a number of non-domestic properties, e.g. 

schools etc. how will the funding of €20,000 per unit be apportioned?  
 
Funding under the measure is based on the numbers of houses that are 
normal places of residence, and are connected to the completed collection 
network. Non-domestic connections are excluded. 
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Q7. What is the definition of normal place of residence and can this include 
rental properties or holiday homes? 

 
A property connected to the collection system is eligible to be included for 
funding purposes as a domestic connection only if it is used as a normal place 
of residence. For the purposes of the measure normal place of residence: 

 includes long-term rentals, 
 does not include properties otherwise solely operated on a commercial 

basis (e.g. holiday homes, self-catering properties, caravan sites etc.), 
 does not include domestic connections where the property is 

unoccupied on a long-term basis. 
 
Q8. What will the allowable limit be of the supplemental grant? 
 

This will be a matter for the Expert Panel to consider when reviewing 

Applications for Funding. 

Q9. How will unconnected domestic premises be dealt with? 

The intention is that there is uptake of connections to the fullest extent and the 

importance of community engagement from the outset is key.  A condition of 

funding is that '...premises in the ‘core area’ and the decommissioning of 

existing Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems must be achieved to the 

fullest extent that is practically possible..'. As part of this the local authority will 

be required to reach early formal agreements with premises (see Section 2.3 of 

the Framework). 

Q10. If additional resources are required by the Local Authority will these be 

funded under the new Measure? 

The Multi-annual Rural Water Programme funds reasonable staff and 

overheads costs of local authorities delivering the programme. 

Q11. How will the ranking of applications be determined? 

The applications will be assessed and ranked by the Expert Panel based on 
the information provided by local authorities in their application form and 
feasibility study (see Section 3 of the Framework). 
 

Q12. When should letters of consent be obtained from domestic customers to 

connect to the proposed new infrastructure? 

 

The agreement of householders, including letters of consent, can be obtained 

as the project progresses to completion.  However, as set out in Section 2.2 of 

the Framework, an initial consultation should take place with householders in 

advance of the Application for Fund to gauge interest. 
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Q13. Can projects that have planning, wayleaves, land acquisition etc. 

already in place apply for funding? 

 

Yes, once the project otherwise meets the eligibility criteria set out in the 

Framework.  While it would be excellent to have these steps in place, they are 

not required to be in place before the Application for Funding is submitted. 

 

Q14. Are small scale projects eligible to apply? 

 

Yes. Local authorities are free to submit applications for projects that meet the 

criteria in the Framework document. The circa €5 million cost per project 

mentioned in the Framework is just an estimate. 

 

Q15. What funding is available for the design/environment and cost estimate 

elements of the project for local authorities? 

 

All valid project costs, including planning/design costs, for approved projects 

are fundable. Local authorities should note the undertaking in the Framework 

document on the Feasibility Study costs (see Section 2.23). 

 

Q16. At what stage does a detailed design of a project commence? 

 

The detailed design of a project commences after the approval of the project 

by the Minster. 

 

Q17. Will Irish Water be members of the Expert Panel? 

 

Yes. Irish Water will be part of the Expert Panel for the evaluation of 

Applications for Funding under this measure. This will be in a similar manner 

to their Panel evaluation role under previous Multi-Annual Rural Water 

Programmes. 

 

Q18. In the case of the criteria for a project, not expressly listed in the 

Development Plan, where a need has been identified and is objectively 

evidenced, does this also need to be a priority location? 

 

In the case of a proposed project that falls under this second criteria, the local 

authority must provide robust objective evidence in support of their Application 

for Funding.  Locations submitted as fulfilling the exceptional basis 
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requirements of this criteria go forward after consideration and verification by 

the Expert Panel.  (Section 2.16 of the Framework for details on Funding Eligibility). 

 

Q19. Is a village/settlement that has a local authority housing development 

with its own standalone waste water collection and treatment system, 

which is in receipt of a Certificate of Authorisation from the EPA, eligible 

for inclusion in Measure A8? 

 

No. These situations are premature for the current Application for Funding 

under the measure. The situation described falls into a number of unresolved 

legacies arising from the transition of water services from local authorities to 

Irish Water in 2014. A wider examination of these issues involving all 

stakeholders is required. However, this response does not apply to situations 

where a Certificate of Discharge Authorisation from the EPA is NOT in place.    

        

Q20. Is a village/settlement that has a private housing development with its 

own standalone developer-provided waste water collection and 

treatment system, which has not been taken in charge by the local 

authority, with no Certificate of Discharge Authorisation from the EPA in 

place, eligible for inclusion in Measure A8? 

 

No. A separate multi-annual programme, the Multi-annual Developer Provided 

Water Services Infrastructure Resolution Programme, is available to facilitate 

the progressive resolution, in a sustainable manner to facilitate the taking in 

charge process of the estate. 

 

However, if the village/settlement is not included in the current funding 

allocations under the Multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 

Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021, they will be eligible for 

inclusion if they meet the criteria in the Framework. 

 

Q21. Does the local authority need to have a connection agreement in place 

with Irish Water in order to address the issue of categorisation of 

villages/settlements in the feasibility study? 

 

No. While local authorities are not required to have a connection agreement in 

place with Irish Water at the Application for Funding stage, they may wish to 

make a pre-connection enquiry to Irish Water. 

 

Q22. Will the Irish Water connection charge under this programme be 

covered by householders? 
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The Framework does not prescribe for householders to contribute to the cost 

of projects, Irish Water connection charges or otherwise. It is a matter for the 

local authority to decide on this aspect for a project approved for funding. 

 

Q23. Who pays for any works required within the boundary of the private 
property and decommissioning of existing private infrastructure? 

 
 In line with long established water sector practice, the householder is 

responsible for any works necessary within the boundary of their property. 
 
Q24. What are the primary differences between the criteria for this new 

measure and the existing community wastewater measure (e.g. a 

number of households on the outskirts of an existing town/small 

unnamed settlement that is not currently connected to the existing town 

Waste Water infrastructure).  How should the LA apply the criteria in 

order to decide if they are eligible under this new measure? 

 

The Community Waste Water Connections (CWWC) measure provides 

funding for the waste water collection needs of existing houses (typically 

ribbon development) at the edge of towns/villages with access to public waste 

water services.  

 

The CWWC measure is envisaged as generally small low cost projects 

consisting of relatively short gravity extensions in/edge of the public road. The 

new measure is intended to address more ambitious higher cost waste water 

collection and treatment projects to meet the needs of villages and 

settlements without access to public waste water services. 
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