
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 

Trader Notice MH 07/2022 

 

To: All operators of DAFM-approved beef establishments 

 

Subject: Revised health certificate for exports of beef and beef products to the Philippines 

 

Introduction 

The Department has reached agreement with the Bureau of Animal Industry on a revised 

veterinary health certificate (VHC) for Irish beef exports to the Philippines. 

 

Background  

The World Organisation for Animal Health issued a certificate of Negligible Bovine 

Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Risk Status to Ireland in May 2021. 

 

The change to Ireland’s BSE Risk Status was codified under European Union law when the 

EU Commission issued Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/1321 in August 2021.  

 

As result, the definition of bovine Specified Risk Materials (SRM) appliable for beef and beef 

products derived from animals originating in Ireland changed to reflect the country’s 

Negligible BSE Risk Status, applicable to the domestic and EU markets as well as most Third 

Country markets, apart from those with certification requirements specifying a different SRM 

definition or BSE-related controls  – see Trader Notice MH 14/2021.  

 

Veterinary Health Certificate 

Ireland’s VHC for the export of fresh chilled/frozen beef, minced meat, meat preparations and 

meat products of bovine origin to the Republic of the Philippines has been updated to align 

with the EU regulatory definition of bovine SRM from animals originating in Ireland. The 

definition has been changed to: 

 

specified risk materials (the skull excluding the mandible and including the brain and eyes, 

and the spinal cord of animals aged over 12 months) have been systematically removed from 

products without contamination of the meat. 

 

This is only change to the certificate. 

 

The text of the new VHC will be published concurrently with this Trader Notice on the DAFM 

website. Copies of the updated VHC, printed on secure stationery, will be made available to 

certifying officers on request through the usual channels.  

 

The updated VHC is effective from 1 August 2022. From this date the previous version of the 

VHC (see Trader Notice 28/2014) is invalid. 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D1321&from=EN
https://assets.gov.ie/195530/f11c3b50-9ce8-48ad-855f-01969f38fc76.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20201125163350/https:/www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/foodsafetyconsumerissues/meathygiene/tradernotices/2014/RevisedTNreexportofmeattoPhilippines280814.pdf


Approved plants 

Beef establishments already approved to export beef to the Philippines must revise the relevant 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), prior to exporting under the updated certificate, to reflect 

the updated SRM definition in consultation with the responsible DAFM Veterinary Inspector 

(VI). 

 

DAFM supervised establishments wanting to be added to the approved list for the export of 

beef to the Philippines should: 

1. Draw up an SOP for export of beef to the Philippines in conjunction with the plant 

Veterinary Inspector. 

2. Submit their request to be listed to export beef to the Philippines to 

meatmarketaccess@agriculture.gov.ie (copying their plant VI). 

 

Please ensure familiarisation with the Philippines labelling requirements before commencing 

any meat exports to the Philippines - see Trader Notice MH 15/2021. 

 

  

Meat Market Access Section 

Meat & Milk Policy Division 

30 June 2022 

 

 

mailto:meatmarketaccess@agriculture.gov.ie
https://assets.gov.ie/197080/c29165bd-8887-4605-b583-6ba218aa3a73.pdf

