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1.  Introduction 

This report presents the findings of an online survey open to the general public as part of the 

first phase of the national public consultation on ESD to 2030: Ireland’s New Strategy on 

Education for Sustainable Development, developed and administered by the Department of 

Education, and the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 

Science. 

The general public and other key stakeholders were invited to complete this online survey 

and/or to make detailed, written submissions, outlining/detailing their views on the 

development of the new strategy. A public consultation paper was also developed which 

provided background information on ESD and guidance on the format for submissions.  

The data gathered through this survey was both quantitative and qualitative in nature.  

The joint public consultation was launched on April 22nd, 2021 by the Minister for Education, 

and the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science on the 

development of a second National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development to 

2030, and the survey remained open until the first phase of the consultation closed on June 

30th.  

1.1  Background information 

The National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 2014 – 2020 is now 

at an end and there is committment to developing a follow-on strategy for the period up to 

2030.  

Following discussions between the Department of Education and the Department of Further 

and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, it was agreed that Ireland’s new 

national strategy for ESD to 2030 should be a joint-strategy between the two Departments, 

given that ESD constitutes a lifelong education strategy from Early Years to Further and 

Higher Education. 

ESD is central to the delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 Agenda and 

therefore ESD needs to be part of the current national conversation that is taking place 

about sustainability, and in particular, climate change. Education on such important societal 

challenges cannot be left unaddressed. ESD is key to equipping learners of all ages with 

“the relevant knowledge (the ‘what’), the key dispositions and skills (the ‘how’) and the 

values (the ‘why’) that will motivate and empower them throughout their lives to become 

informed active citizens who take action for a more sustainable future”. 

The ESD to 2030 Public Consultation Paper and ESD Survey was developed with input from 

the Departments’ ESD Advisory Committee (which is comprised of representatives from 

other Government Departments, educational programmes, the Higher Education, the 

Teacher Unions, the Irish Second-Level Students’ Union, and a range of NGOs), in tandem 



ESD to 2030: Ireland’ New Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development: Report on Public Consultation Survey, 
April – June 2021 

 

 

with a smaller self-elected, Consultation Working Group which met on a fortnightly basis to 

develop the paper and survey.  

It was agreed that the first phase of the public consultation process would consist of targeted 

stakeholder engagement, the school sector, and the general public. Methodology 

2.1 Survey administration 

The survey was administered online via the platform EU Survey.   

The survey contained a range of item styles including single choice questions, multiple 

choice questions, ranking-style questions, options to provide a response which was not 

listed (by selecting other) and free text responses (with answers limited to a specified word 

count).  

In some cases, respondents were given the opportunity to select more than one or multiple 

options or answers. A negative response or statement was an option for all questions.   

The survey was available in Irish and English. Respondents were given the opportunity to 

submit a response anonymously or to provide their contact details by way of an email 

address in the event that they wished to take part in a focus group at a future date.  

2.2 Profile of respondents 

 There were a total of 141 responses to the survey. Respondents identified 

themselves as being from the following groups in the opening section (Area 1) of the 

survey (each numbered listing below denotes a single category of respondents):  

 

(1) Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Worker 

(2) Parents/Guardian 

(3) Students/Pupil 

(4) Body/Organisation 

(5) Member of the Public 

 

 As reflected in the table below, the highest level of response was from 

theTeacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Worker group, while the lowest number of 

responses submitted were from members of the general public.  

Table 1 

Group No. of respondents Percentage of overall 

survey respondents 
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Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth 

Worker 

78 55% 

Parent/Guardian 13 9% 

Student/Pupil 18 13% 

Body/Organisation 26 18% 

Member of the Public 6 4% 

 

 

2.3 Limitations of the survey 

The administration of the survey, as part of the public consultation process, was delayed as 

a result of the COVID-19 pandemic with schools remaining closed until mid-March (primary 

level) and mid-April (post-primary).  

The overall level of response was less than anticipated and the data gathered from the 141 

respondents therefore constituted a smaller pool for analysis.  

While the level of response from the Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Worker group was 

particularly high, the numbers of student/pupil respondents was disproportionately low with 

the number of individual responses submitted therefore representing only a very small cohort 

of this demographic.  

A separate focus group was held during the consultation process with students through the 

Irish Second-Level Students’ Union which resulted in a detailed submission. The Union of 

Students in Ireland (USI) also made a detailed submission to the process and contributed to 

a consultation event for the higher education sector.  

A further period of targeted engagement with the Education sector will take place in Autumn 

2021 as part of Phase 2 of the public consultation process.  

2.4 Analysis of data 

The data obtained from the survey was analysed using the software provided on the EU 

survey platform. The data was subsequently collated, reviewed and used to inform this 

report.  
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Findings of the survey 

Findings from the survey are presented using the following headings: 

 Response to Area 2: Level of Education 

 Response to Area 3 (A): Teacher/Academic/Educator/Youth Worker 

 Response to Area 3 (B): Parent/Guardian 

 Response to Area 3 (C): Student/Pupil 

 Response to Area 3 (D): Body/Organisation 

 Response to Area 3 (E): Member of the Public 

 Response to Area 4: Ireland’s ESD Strategy to 2030 

 Response to Area 5: UNESCO Key Priority Areas and other priority areas identified 

The following quantitative terms are used: 

Percentage1 Language used 

More than 90% Almost all 

75% - 90% Most 

51% - 74% The majority/more than half 

50% Half 

25% - 49% Less than half/a significant minority 

16% - 24% A small number/less than a quarter 

Less than 15% A  very small number/a few 

  

In all cases and unless otherwise stated, the perctanges cited refer to the percentage of 

responses provided to a question, rather than the number of individual respondents. 

Qualitative data including the number of responses provided to each question can be seen in 

Appendix B: Survey Reponse: Qualitative Data.  

An * after each piece of qualitative data cited in this report indicates that the respondent had, 

in the case of that particular question, the option of selecting multiple affirmative answers.  

                                                   

 

1 Percentages are rounded for ease of reading. 
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In Area/Question 2, all respondents were asked to state what level(s) or area(s) of 

education* were of particular interest to them. Respondents could select more than one 

level/area.  

 The majority (53%) expressed an interest in Post-primary level, a signifigant minority 

in Higher Education (38%), Primary (33%), less than half in Higher Education: 

Teacher Education (31%), Early Years (26%), Further Education including Adult and 

Community Education (26%), and Non-formal Education (26%) 

 A few (4%) respondents indicated that they were not interested in any particular level 

or area of education.  

3.2. Response to Area 3(A): 
Teacher/Academic/Educator/Youth Worker 

The majority (55%) of those who responded to the survey identified as being as a teacher, 

an academic, and educator, and/or a youth worker.  

The majority of respondents who provided the area of education in which they worked 

indicated that they worked in a post-primary setting, while the second highest group (17%) of 

those who opted to provide their area of education worked in Early Years.  

Table 2 

Area of Education No. of respondents Percentage response 

Early Years 13 17% 

Primary 5 6% 

Post-primary 31 40% 

Further Education (including 

Adult and Community 

Education) 

4 5% 

Professional Development: 

Teacher Education 

5 6% 

No answer 20 26% 

 

When asked if they had completed any courses or modules in relation to ESD* in the 

following: Initial Teacher Education, Continuing Professional Development, a Further 

Education qualification or a Higher Education qualification, the response was as follows:  
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 Less than half (43%) of the respondents had completed CPD in relation to ESD; less 

than half had a higher level qualification in ESD (34%); a very small number (10%) 

had completed an ESD-related course or module as part of ITE; a very small number 

(8%) had completed another type of course or training; a very small number (8%) 

stated that they had not received training in sustainable development while only a a 

few (4%) had received a Further Education qualification in ESD. 

 

 Of those (8%) who cited that they had recevived another form of training, the 

responses were that they had: 

- Not completed formal courses but have read widely on the topic;  

- Taught courses that included aspects of sustainable development; 

- Facilitated a Level 9 10-credit module 'Education for Sustainability' as part of an MA 

  in Teaching and Learning programme. 

When asked whether they had participated in any ESD-related professional development 

programmes*, 48 of the 78 participants, the 61% of those who responded as a 

Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Worker answered this question indicating that they had 

engaged with multiple programmes, while 4% indicated that they had not engaged in any 

ESD-related teacher education, CPD or other professional development programmes; 35% 

of Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Workers did not provide a response to this question.  

 The Green Schools programme emerged as the prgrogramme with which the largest 

number of respondents had engaged (27%), the second most popular being the 

World Wise Global Schools programme (17%), while 11% of respondents had 

engaged with another professional development programme.  

 

 The full response in relation to the programmes below is as follows: 

Table 3 

Title of programme Percentage response 

Green Schools 27% 

World Wise Global Schools Programme (WWGS) 17% 

Other (e.g. PDST/JCT ESD-related CPD) 11% 

SEAI Schools Programme 9% 

Trócaire Education Programme 9% 

Concern Education Programme 9% 

Global Sustainable Development: Interdisciplinary Perspectives 
(UCC) 

6% 

UN Global Schools Programme 6% 

ECO-UNESCO Eco-Schools Programme 6% 

Saolta Programme: Dvelopment Perspectives 5% 
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I have not engaged in any ESD-related teacher education, CPD or 
other programmes 

4% 

National Youth Council of Ireland’s (NYCI) Youth 2030 2% 

Ubuntu Network initiatives 2% 

Sustainability and Science Project (DCU) 2% 

Blue Star Programme 0% 

Dice Programme 0% 

Training/Engagement with civil society organisation(s) (please state 
which one(s)) 

0% 

 

 Of those (11%) who stated that they had received another form of training, 

responses were:  

- DCU Changemaker School Network - Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation; 

- Wellbeing Policy Statement and Framework for Practice; 

- INTO summer course 'Our Environment, Our Lives!';  

- Diversity and Inclusion;  

- Global Action Plan;  

- Healthy Ireland; 

- Siolta accreditation. 

 60% of respondents reported that they were involved in research linked to ESD 
or the SDGs.  

 Of those who responded to a question as to whether their higher education 
institution was involved in the Green Campus programme, the majority (89%) 
answered affirmatively.  

3.2. Response to Area 3(B): Parent/Guardian 

A very small number (9%) of the survey respondents were parents or guardians; 13 

individuals responded to the survey as such.  

When asked to rate the importance of ESD on a sliding scale of with 1 being of little 

importance and 5 being of significant importance:  

 The majority (62%) of respondents felt that ESD was of great importance and 

merited a 5, a small number (15% in both cases) awarded it 4 or 3, no respondents 

(0%) rated it 2, while a single repondent (8%) felt that ESD was of little importance 

and valued it at 1.  

In response to a question on whether one’s child or children were involved in a youth group 

or other activity outside schools in which sustainability is or could be integrated*: 

 27% were involved with the GAA 



ESD to 2030: Ireland’ New Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development: Report on Public Consultation Survey, 
April – June 2021 

 

 

 22% were a member of the Scouts or Girl Guides 

 22% were engaged in a cultural activity group (e.g. dance class, music group etc.) 

3.3: Response to Area 3(C): Student/Pupil 

A very small number (13%) of the respondents were students or pupils; 18 individuals 

responded to the survey as such.  

 The highest volume of respondents were students at post-primary level.  

Students or pupils identified themselves as being one of the below in the percentage 

apportioned to the overall volume of response from students/pupils:  

Table 4 

Category or type of student/pupil  Percentage response  

Primary Student 21% 

Post-primary student 47% 

Student of Further Education (including 

Adult and Community Education) 

5% 

Student at third level 26% 

 

When asked to rate the importance of ESD on a sliding scale of with 1 being of little 

importance and 5 being of significant importance:  

 The majority (55%) of respondents felt that ESD was of great importance and 

merited a 5, less than a quarter (22%) awarded it a 4, a small number rated it 3, no 

respondents (0%) rated it 2, and a single respondent (6%) felt that ESD was of little 

importance and valued it at 1.  

When asked how they learnt about sustainable development*, students/pupils reported that: 

 They learnt in the school environment and by communicating with others online in 

equal measure (22% in both cases).  

 16% felt that they learnt at home. 

 8% (3 responses provided) felt that they learnt inside college and 11% (4 responses) 

felt that they learnt outside college. 

 3% (a single respondent) indicated that they did not feel that they learnt about 

sustainable development at all.  
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In terms of their contribution to sustainable development*: 

 The highest proportion of respondents (27%) indicated that they tried to live 

sustainably. 

 A very small number (4%/A single respondent) felt that they do not contribute to 

sustainable development. 

Of those who responded, student/pupils indicated that they*: 

Table 5 

Try to live sustainably 27% 

Participate in activities outside the home 

which promote sustainability 

21% 

Are a member of group that takes action for 

sustainability 

19% 

Are active on online sustainable 

development platforms 

19% 

Actively welcome migrant and minority 

groups into the community 

8% 

 

When asked what sources of information have assisted them in developing their 

understanding of ESD*, and providing them with insight into the area, the response was that: 

 A high volume and the largest number of student/pupil respondents (30%) felt that 

online content assisted them most as an information resource.  

 The second highest proportion of respondents (24%) found that word or mouth or 

interpersonal discussion assisted in developing their insight. 

 Less than a quarter of students/pupils (22%) cited school, college, adult or 

community education as a source of information.  

 10% (5 reponses provided) cited TV or Radio as an information resource.  

Students/pupils felt that the following supports* would help them to contribute more to ESD 

in the percentage response outlined below:  
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Table 6 

Supports Percentage response 

Increased availability of resources 37% 

Increased opportunity for networking 31% 

Increased availability of information 23% 

 

 A very small number of respondents (5%) expressed that other supports such as 

training would prove beneficial while a single respondent felt that the ESD Goals 

were not in their best interest.  

 A few (3%) of respondents felt there was nothing in terms of further supports that 

would assist them.  

 

 

 

 

3.4: Response to Area 3(D): Body/Organisation 

Less than a quarter of the responses (19%/26 responses) were obtained from bodies or 

organisations. 

Respondents to this section were asked to describe the membership or audience profile of 

their body or organization*. The result of this is broken down as follows: 

Table 7 

Audience/Membership Profile Percentage response 

Educators 26% 

Students/Youth 26% 

General Public 18% 
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Non-Government Organisastion (NGO) 16% 

Other* 7% 

 

*Reponses provided for ‘Other’ were: State agencies, governmental departments, the sport 

sector and international audiences, CEOs, business networks, sustainability practitioners 

When asked what challenges they faced in delivering on their sustainability targets: 

 Less than half (36%) felt that a lack of (or adequate) resources presented the biggest 

challenge, just over a quarter (26%) cited demands on time as being an issue, a very 

small number (17%) felt that exposure/visibility posed a challenge while a few (9%) 

felt that expertise posed a challenge.  

 A very small number (11%) of respondents mentioned facing other challenges such 

as:  

- A general lack of awareness around role of sport in ESD;  

- A lack of understanding of public sector duty in higher education institutions; 

- A lack of Resources in terms of funding, particularly for research; 

- Fragmentation and siloing, and lack of flow of knowledge from experts to users;  

- Geography on the secondary curricula as addressing ESD specifically as a core 

feature of the discipline rather than an as add-on (as is the case in other subjects).  

-  Capacity building’s dependency on buy-in from schools/teachers to take part in 

programming. 

 None of the respondents to this section felt that they did not encounter any 

challenges in delivering on their sustainability targets.  

Participants cited the following as being of potential assistance in enabling them to make a 

greater contribution to ESD*:  

 Resources: A significant minority (40%) felt that that the availability of resources and 

quality of same would be of benefit. 

 Networking: Over a quarter (29%) thought that increased opportunities for 

networking would make a positive difference.  

 Information: A small number (18%) felt that increased availability of information 

would prove of assistance.  

 When asked what other supports could assist in enabling them to make a greater 

contribution, respondents mentioned the following:  

- Grant funding;  

- Cross sectoral engagement from all areas of government and state agencies (not 

just those seen as directly relevant to sustainability);  

- Support of Government for pilot for the development of action competence for 

ESD in schools, where sustainability practitioners can work alongside teachers and 

deliver programmes to teachers during summer months and where teachers can 

earn new accreditations as part of their continuous development. Broker 
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organisations or intermediary bodies could be the facilitator for this experiment, 

using a team of highly educated experienced sustainability practitioners, and 

participation from businesses who want to do more on ESD and support it in 

schools to develop the talent pipeline;  

- It is essential that geography be returned to the core of the Junior Cycle 

curriculum so that all students can have their entitlement to education for 

sustainable development met in a holistic and synthesising manner in formal 

education;  

 - More state funding and state support for non-formal education in the adult and 

community sector including more funding for innovative/exploratory programmes, 

and for staff time, with appropriate remuneration and working conditions.  

 

 

3.5: Response to Area 3(E): Member of the Public 

Only a very small number (4%) of responses were submitted by members of the general 

public; 6 individual responses were provided to this area.  

When asked to rate the importance of ESD on a sliding scale of with 1 being of little 

importance and 5 being of significant importance:  

 A strong majority (83%) of respondents felt that ESD was of great importance and 

merited a 5, while a small number (17%) placed it at 4. None of the respondents felt 

that it was of lesser importance and rated it 1 – 3.  

All respondents to this section felt that they made an active contribution to sustainable 

development in a number of different ways*: 

 Just under a quarter (23%) felt that they try to live sustainably while the same 

percentage (23%) are a member of a group that takes action for sustainability. 

 A small number (18%) stated that they were active on sustainable development 

platforms. 

 Less than a quarter (18%) participate in activities outside the home which promote 

sustainability.  

 A very small number felt that they actively welcome migrants and minority groups 

into their community.  

 A few respondents also contribute to sustainability by/in doing:  

- Learning as much as they can around the complexities of sustainability and; 

- Looking for ways to action them; 

- Encouraging and implementing sustainability education and practices in their 

working environment. 
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When asked what sources of information have assisted them in developing their 

understanding of ESD*, and providing them with insight into the area, the response was that: 

 A high volume and the largest number of respondents (25%) felt that online content 

has most assisted them as an information resource.  

 The second highest of percentage of students/pupils (21%) cited word or mouth or 

interpersonal discussion as having assisted them in developing their insight. 

 A small number (16%) felt that print media assisted them in this regard 

 A very small number (13%) felt that school, college, adult or community education 

was of benefit here 

 Only a few (10%) cited TV or radio as an information resource.  

 Two respondents cited that the following had also been of help:  

- Packaging information;  

- Maintaining a good working knowledge of ESD and keeping up-to-date with several 

organisations and online resources; 

- Actively campaigning for better up-to-date news on RTE about sustainability issues 

especially the climate and biodiversity crises. 

Members of the public were divided equally in that: 

 Exactly half (50%) felt that there was more than they could do to actively contribute 

to sustainability. 

 The other half (50%) felt that there was nothing further they could do to contribute.  

All those who responded to the survey as members of the public felt that there were further 

supports* that would help them contribute more to ESD:   

 Resources: A significant minority (45%) felt that that the availability of resources and 

quality of same would be of benefit. 

 Networking: A significant minority (45%) also thought that increased opportunities for 

networking would make a positive difference.  

 Information: A small number (16%) felt that increased availability of information 

would prove of assistance.  

 Other: A very small number (10%) thought that the following would also be of help:  

- Highlighting climate action and other sustainability issues on news programmes in 

the media would help foster an interest in these areas.  

 

3.6: Response to Area 4: Ireland’s ESD Strategy to 2030 

110 participants (78%) of overall survey participants provided a valid response to the first 

question (4.1) in Area 4.  
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In question 4.1, respondents were asked to rank specific areas of focus or ‘Key Priority 

Areas’ in order of their importance on a sliding scale of 1 – 5, with 1 being of the least priority 

and 5 of the greatest.  

 

Chart 1      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• As detailed in Chart 1 above, the highest number of respondents (36%) felt that 

Education and Training constituted the area of greatest priority and awarded it a 5. Almost 

a quarter of respondents (21%) felt that Policy was the area of most importance. This was 

closely followed by the 20% who felt Educators were the top priority, while 18% felt that 

Communities necessitated the most focus. Just 15% felt that Youth was the most important 

of the five areas. 

• Chart 2 below indicates the percentages of respondents as they ranked the 5 Priority Areas 

on a sliding scale of 1- 5 with 1 being of the least importance, and with a 5 being awarded to 

the area they felt was of greatest importance. 
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Chart 2 

 

 

In resonse to additional questions posed in Area 4:  

 The majority (57%) of respondents felt that the global pandemic had affected their 

personal habits, attitudes towards and/or engagement with ESD. Less than half 

(25%) felt that it had not while a small number (18%) were uncertain.  

 

 A strong majority (78%) of respondents thought that ESD merited an increased focus 

as a result of the pandemic, a very small number (9%) felt that it did not, while a few 

(14%) were uncertain.  

Respondents were asked at the end of this section whether they would be interested in 

taking part in a focus group in the future with the majority (64%) responding yes, while 

less than half (36%) declined.  
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3.7: Response to Area 5: UNESCO Key Priority Areas 

and other priority areas one may have identified 

Area 5 and its questions 5(a) and 5(b) were optional. Participants were encouraged to 

provide a response but were advised that should they chose not to do so, their response to 

the survey itself would still be valid and would be accepted upon its submission.  

Participants were invited to review the 5 Key Priority Areas of action as identified and 

outlined by UNESCO for ESD to 2030. See https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-

sustainable-development/toolbox/priorities. These 5 areas are detailed in Appendix A – 

UNESCO Key Priority Areas for ESD for 2030. Respondents were advised that these 

areas will serve as a guide to what will constitute Ireland's focus for ESD to 2030, and were 

invited to consider these and offer their own input in answering (in a response of no more 

than 1000 words) Questions 5(a) and 5(b) which were:  

Q5(a): What action can we take in respect of advancing and further developing these 5 Key 

Priority Areas? 

Q5(b): What other priority areas, if any, do you feel can be identified? 

 A significant minority (33%) of overall survey participants elected to provide a 

response to this area and answered both questions 5(a) and 5(b).  

Response to 5(a):  

 Action that could be taken in order to advance and further develop the 5 Key Priority 

areas included the following: 

 

Area Proposed Action 

Policy: Advancing policy/policy 

coherence 

 Increased policy coherence 

between government 

departments as ESD is 

multidisciplinary.  

 Development of policy that 

allows for communities to solve 

their own problems with 

requisite level of support, and 

policy which develops sustainted 

interest and commitment.  

 Draw upon and apply Design 

Thinking principles to study a 

range of different approaches 

over a designated period.  

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox/priorities
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox/priorities
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Education and Training:Transforming 

learning and training environments 

 Leadership in place that 

supports a distributed leadership 

throughout the school and the 

entire wider learning community 

 Support of the teacher in 

recognising their role as a 

learning orchestrator 

 Support and recognition of the 

4Cs of 21st Century Learning 

(Communication, Collaboration , 

Creativity and and Critical-

thinking).  

 Development of students’ skills 

through self-directed learning.  

 Increased focus on outdoor and 

experiential learning. 

 Consideration given to and 

exploration of partnerships 

between private companies and 

educational institutions.  

 All educational institutions 

should have commitees which 

involve whole-of-institution 

approaches to decision-making.  

 Encourage more non academic 

activities and courses for all age 

groups. 

Educators: Capacity building for 

Educators and Trainers 

 Involvement of educators in 

hands on projects and examples 

 An increased focus on teacher 

training is essential, particulary 

at ITE level. 

 Continous CPD is required in 

order for educators and trainer 

to stay ‘current’.  

 Recognition of ESD as a lifelong 

learning process and integral 

part of quality education.  

Youth: Empowering and mobilising 

youth 

 Recognition of and focus on 

youth voice, and young people 

as key change agents.  

 Involvement of children (from a 

young age) in hands on projects 

and examples.  
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 Scaling up of engagememt 

programmes by mainstreaming 

to all schools.  

 Building of knowledge and skills 

to remove barriers to taking 

climate action.  

 Recognition of differentiation in 

the availability and range of 

supports for young people in 

their home lives/environments.  

 Employment of Action 

Competence approach to 

empower and mobilise youth to 

engage outside the classroom.  

 Increaed availability fo 

resources.  

Communities: Accelerating 

sustainable solutions at local level and 

engaging the wider community 

 

 Strive for creation and 

development of closer links 

between formal and non-formal 

education sectors to ensure a 

more holistic, cross-sectoral 

approach to ESD.  

 Educators in the formal sphere 

need to establish links between 

Community Educators and 

Community development 

workers at local level.  

 

Reponse to 5(b):  

 Other areas of priority identified included:  

Note: those listed with a * were mentioned by the largest number of respondents.  

 

- Monitoring and Evaluation (of the new strategy) 

- Awareness raising 

- Culture: The changing of attitudes, values and behaviours/transformative action* 

- Inequality: the rise in global inequality since 2014 and made increasingly apparent 

by the Covid-19 pandemic 

- Technology, social media and online learning* 

- Climate Change 

- Engagment with acceptance of the SDGs as the universal framework for 

sustainability* 

- Geography as a core/key subject and a compulsory subject for junior cycle* 
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- Global collaboration: working with international agencies to create a collective 

sense of global empowerment.   
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4.   Key findings and conclusions 

4.1 Key findings 

 A very small number (10%) of those who responded as 

Teacher/Educator/Academic/Youth Worker had completed an ESD-related course or 

module as part of ITE.  

 More than half (61%) of the Teachers/Educators/Adademics/Youth Workers who 

responded to being asked whether they had engaged with ESD-related teacher 

education indicated that they had been involved with multiple programmes, while 4% 

had not engaged with any teacher education, professional development programme 

or CPD related to this area.   

 A high volume (60%) cited that they were currently involved in research related to 

sustainabilty in some way.  

 The majority of parents/guardians who responded to the survey indicated that their 

child was involved in a group which actively engaged with sustainability.  

 The majority of students/pupils (55%) felt that ESD was of great importance with just 

over a quarter (27%) stating that they actively try to live sustainably.  

 Less than a quarter of those who responded as members of the general public 

participate in activities outside the home which promote sustainability but half felt 

that they could actively do more to contribute.  

 Repondents from Bodies/Organisatons felt that the lack of adequate resources 

presented the biggest challenge to delivering on their sustainability targets.  

 The overall majority of respondents cited the availability of increased funding and 

learning reources and the quality of same, closely seconded by opportunities for 

networking, as being of greatest potenial assistance to their increased understanding 

and engagement with sustainability issues. 

 Online platforms, hubs, and publications emerged as the most heavily utillised 

means of obtaining information on sustainability by respondents in all areas (followed 

by word of mouth and interpersonal discussion), and that the COVID-19 pandemic 

has showcased how successful, beneficial and wide-reaching online platoforms, 

tools and reources can be.  

 The global pandemic itself has highlighted ESD-related issues, affected participants 

engagement with and interest in this area to a significant extent, with a strong 

majority feeling that ESD (as well as Development Education and Global Citizenship 

Education) now merits an increased focus.  

 Regarding Ireland’s new Strategy for ESD to 2030, the highest number of 

respondents felt that Education and Training should constitute the area of greatest 

priority, followed by Policy. Educators closely followed by Youth emerged as the 

areas which necessitated the second highest degree of focus.  

 There is presently a lack of linkeages between formal and non-formal education 

sectors which acts as a barrier to cross-sectoral approaches to ESD, and which in 

turn negatively affects and impedes progress at community level.  
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4.2 Conclusions and recommendations 

 The recognition of young people as key agents of change, and engagement with the 

youth voice in formal, non formal and informal educational environments, is essential 

in terms of motivating them to take action.  

 Alignment of policy across all Governenment Departments should be reflected in the 

new strategy, and links should be strengthened between existing strategies.  

 A whole of institution approach to ESD in all educational establishments is vital. 

 Increased availability of digital resources (and ICT support) would prove beneficial.  

 The new ESD strategy should encourage stronger bridges between the education 

sector and the wider community, both locally and globally.  

 Local and national leadership engagement should be included as a priority for the 

new strategy.  

 Engagement with Civil Society should be prioritised as part of the new strategy.   

 Public awareness campaigns to promote ESD supported by the new strategy should 

aim to emphasise the interconnectedness of sustainability and equality/inequality, 

and foster deep and lasting engagement with these areas.   

 Development Education and Global Citizenship Education are instrinsically linked 

with ESD, and this should be reflected in policy, educational programmes, materials 

and pedagogy.  

 Research should constitute an area of priority, the provision of increased funding for 

same, particularly research into the impact of ESD.  

 More emphasis could be placed on ESD at ITE level. 

 Serious consideration should be given to the reinstatement of Georgraphy as a core 

subject at Junior Cycle. 

 Both the urgency of climate and biodiversity crises as well as students wellbing in 

terms of eco anxiety are not being adequately addressed by the current curriculum, 

and there is scope for reform.  

 Programmes such as Green Schools and WWGS could benefit from increased 

funding and expansion.  

 Increased global collaboration is essential to and would benefit the implementation of 

the new strategy.  

 Consistent monitoring and evaluation of the impact of the new strategy as it 

progresses will be pivotal to its successful implementation and outcomes.  

 Increased opportunities for networking/engagement should be included as part of the 

new strategy.  
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Appendix A: UNESCO Key Priority Areas for 
ESD to 2030 

Key Priority Area 1: Policy: Advancing policy/policy coherence 

How can we mainstream ESD into both education and sustainable development policies, to 

create an enabling environment for ESD and to bring about systemic change? 

How can educational institutions be encouraged to foster the development of their learners’ 

capacities as agents of change? How can partnership between civil society, private 

companies and educational institutions be strengthened to encourage collaboration between 

formal, non-formal and informal education? How can the above ensure that ESD is 

integrated into all policies that address the advancement and achievement of the SDGs, and 

policy-makers foster inter-sectoral and intergovernmental multi-stakeholder partnership to 

advocate for ESD? 

How can educational institutions be encouraged to foster the development of their learners’ 

capacities as agents of change? How can partnership between civil society, private 

companies and educational institutions be strengthened to encourage collaboration between 

formal, non-formal and informal education? How can the above ensure that ESD is 

integrated into all policies that address the advancement and achievement of the SDGs, and 

policy-makers foster inter-sectoral and intergovernmental multi-stakeholder partnership to 

advocate for ESD? 

Key Priority Area 2: Education & Training: Transforming learning and training 

environments. How can we integrate sustainability principles into education and 

training settings? 

How can we ensure that leaders of learning institutions align their governance and culture 

with sustainable development principles, adhering to time-bound plans and set goals? How 

can we encourage learning institutions to cooperate with local leaders, members’ 

communities families, as well as non-governmental and private sector actors working for 

sustainability? How can we create enabling environments for educators to integrate a whole-

institution approach on ESD? 

Key Priority Area 3: Capacity Building for Educators and Trainers 

How can we build the capacities of educators and trainers and increase their ability to more 

effectively deliver? 

How can we ensure that leaders of learning institutions align their governance and culture 

with sustainable development principles, adhering to time-bound plans and set goals? How 

can we encourage learning institutions to cooperate with local leaders, members’ 

communities families, as well as non-governmental and private sector actors working for 
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sustainability? How can we create enabling environments for educators to integrate a whole-

institution approach on ESD? 

How can the trainers of educators provide opportunities for peer-to-peer learning where 

educators can share their own challenges and successes, and demonstrate that ESD, while 

ambitious, can be integrated into daily teaching practice? How can educators themselves be 

enabled, motivated and celebrated to successfully integrate ESD into their teaching? 

Key Priority Area 4: Youth: Empowering and mobilising youth 

How can we multiply ESD actions among our youth? 

How can we empower young people to use online platforms and other channels of 

communication to share messages on the urgency of sustainability challenges, advocate for 

the inclusion of ESD in their educational environments, and empower themselves to 

transformative action? 

How can we create opportunities for youth-led and youth-oriented groups, organisations and 

networks to equip young people with transformational knowledge, skills, values and attitudes 

to promote and encourage their participation in awareness raising and sustainable 

development action? How can we ensure that young people are recognised as key 

contributors in all efforts to promote sustainable development, including in the design, 

delivery and monitoring of policies and programmes on education for sustainable 

development? 

Key Priority Area 5: Communities: Accelerating sustainable solutions at local level 

and engaging with the wider community 

At community level, how can we scale up ESD programmes and multi-stakeholder ESD 

networks? 

How can we encourage local public authorities and community stakeholders to develop 

whole-community action plans, based on the learning about and promotion of development 

and the importance of ESD elements for the 2030 initiatives? How can local public 

authorities and stakeholders provide capacity development at this level as well as for the 

wider public on the understanding of the SDGs concrete implications in the local community? 

How can education providers at this level coordinate their programmes in order to address 

all the SDGs, and be supported in these efforts on ESD for 2030, and national contributions 

to the achievement of the SDGs? How can we ensure that all citizens take an active interest 

in the key challenges of sustainability, and develop the skills to compare different future 

scenarios for their community, while taking the necessary action to ensure positive 

outcomes? 
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Appendix B: Survey Response: Quantitative 
Data – counts and percentage ratio response 

Note: The figure provided under Answers denotes the number of individual responses to a particular 
question. The ratio indicates the percentage ratio of respondents to a particular question in relation to the 
overall (100%) response to the survey itself.  
 
Area/Question 1: What is your interest in ESD? 

  Answers Ratio 

Teacher/Educator/Academi
c/Youth Worker 

 78 55.32% 

Parent/Guardian  13 9.22% 

Student/Pupil  18 12.77% 

Body/Organisation  26 18.44% 

Member of the Public  6 4.26% 

 
Area/Question 2: What level(s) or areas of education is/are of particular interest to you?  

  Answers Ratio 

Early Years  36 25.53% 

Primary  46 32.62% 

Post-Primary  75 53.19% 

Further Education 
(including Adult and 
Community Education) 

 36 25.53% 

Higher Education  53 37.59% 

Higher Education: Teacher 
Education 

 44 31.21% 

Non-formal Education  36 25.53% 

I am not interested in any 
particular level or area of 
education 

 6 4.26% 

 
3.A.1: In which area or sector of education do you mainly work?  

  Answers Ratio 

Early Years  13 9.22% 

Primary  5 3.55% 

Post-primary  31 21.99% 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
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Further Education 
(including Adult and 
Community Education) 

 4 2.84% 

Higher Education  19 13.48% 

Professional Development: 
Teacher Education 

 5 3.55% 

 
3.A.2: Have you completed modules/courses relating to ESD in any of the following? Please 
select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

Initial Teacher Education 
(ITE) 

 11 7.8% 

Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) 

 46 32.62% 

Further Education 
Qualification (Levels 5-6 
on NFQ) (please give title 
and awarding body in 
space below) 

 4 2.84% 

Higher Education 
Qualification (Levels 6-10 
on NFQ) (please give title 
and awarding body in 
space below) 

 27 19.15% 

I have not received 
training in sustainable 
development 

 11 7.8% 

Other  8 5.67% 

 
3.A.3: Have you participated in any of the following ESD-related professional development 
programmes? Please select all that apply Note: There are a variety of ESD programmes in 
Ireland aimed at developing the capacity of educators to engage in ESD. We have included a 
representative sample in the options for this question. If a programme with which you have 
engaged is not included, please select 'other' and provide the name of the programme below. 

  Answers Ratio 

Ubuntu Network initiatives  1 0.71% 

Saolta Programme: 
Development Perspectives 

 4 2.84% 

Sustainability and Science 
Project (DCU) 

 1 0.71% 

SEAI Schools Programme  8 5.67% 
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Global Sustainable 
Development: 
Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives (UCC) 

 5 3.55% 

DICE Programme  0 0% 

World Wise Global 
Schools Programme 
(WWGS) 

 15 10.64% 

National Youth Council of 
Ireland (NYCI) Youth 
2030 

 2 1.42% 

Blue Star Schools 
Programme 

 0 0% 

Green Schools  24 17.02% 

ECO UNESCO Eco 
Schools Programme 

 5 3.55% 

UN Global Schools 
Programme 

 5 3.55% 

Trócaire Education 
Programme 

 8 5.67% 

Concern Education 
Programme 

 8 5.67% 

I have not engaged in any 
ESD-related teacher 
education, CPD or other 
programmes 

 6 4.26% 

Training/Engagement with 
civil society 
organisation(s) (please 
state which one(s) below) 

 0 0% 

Other (e.g. PDST/JCT 
ESD-related CPD) (please 
state and give details 
below) 

 10 7.09% 

 
3.A.10: Are you involved in research linked to ESD or the SDGs? If yes, what is the main focus 
of your research? 

  Answers Ratio 

Yes  21 14.89% 

No  7 4.96% 

 
3.A.11: Is your higher education institution involved in the Green Campus programme? 

  Answers Ratio 
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Yes  17 12.06% 

No  2 1.42% 

 
3.B.1: On a scale of 1 - 5 (with 1 being of little to no importance and 5 being of significant 
important), how do you rate the importance of ESD? Please select one only 

  Answers Ratio 

1  1 0.71% 

2  0 0% 

3  2 1.42% 

4  2 1.42% 

5  8 5.67% 

 
3.B.3: Is your child involved in a youth group or other activity outside school where 
sustainability is or could be integrated? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

Scouts/Girl Guides  4 2.84% 

Cultural activity (e.g. 
dance class, music group) 

 4 2.84% 

Youth Club  0 0% 

ECO UNESCO  0 0% 

My child is not involved in 
a group or activity 

 5 3.55% 

GAA  5 3.55% 

Other (please state below)  0 0% 

 
3.B.7: In the past, what sources of information have assisted you in developing your 
understanding of and  gaining insight into ESD? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

TV/Radio  7 4.96% 

School, College, Adult or 
Community Education 

 1 0.71% 

Online content and 
resources e.g. websites, 
blogs, social media 

 11 7.8% 

Print media (e.g. books, 
newsletters, pamphlets) 

 8 5.67% 

Word of 
mouth/interpersonal 
discussion 

 4 2.84% 
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None of the above  0 0% 

Other (please state below)  2 1.42% 

 
3.B.8 What further supports would help you to contribute more to ESD? Please select all that 
apply 

  Answers Ratio 

Information  6 4.26% 

Networking  3 2.13% 

Resources  8 5.67% 

I do not feel that there are 
any further supports that 
would help my 
contribution to ESD 

 1 0.71% 

Other (please state below)  2 1.42% 

 
3.C.1: Are you:  

  Answers Ratio 

A Primary student  4 2.84% 

A Post-primary student  9 6.38% 

A student of Further 
Education (including Adult 
and Community 
Education) 

 1 0.71% 

A student at third level  5 3.55% 

 
3.C.2: On a scale of 1 - 5 (with 1 being of little to no importance and 5 being of significant 
importance), how do you rate the importance of ESD? 

  Answers Ratio 

1  1 0.71% 

2  0 0% 

3  3 2.13% 

4  4 2.84% 

5  10 7.09% 

 
3.C.3: Where do you learn about sustainable development? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

In school  8 5.67% 

Outside school  6 4.26% 
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In college  3 2.13% 

Outside college  4 2.84% 

At home  6 4.26% 

I communicate with others 
online 

 8 5.67% 

I do not feel that I learn 
about sustainable 
development 

 1 0.71% 

Other (please state below)  0 0% 

 
3.C.4: How do you contribute to sustainable development, and/or ensure that your voice on 
sustainability is heard? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

I try to live sustainably  14 9.93% 

I participate in activities, 
outside the home, which 
promote sustainability 

 11 7.8% 

I am a member of a group 
that takes action for 
sustainability 

 10 7.09% 

I am active on online 
sustainable development 
platforms 

 10 7.09% 

I actively welcome 
migrants and minority 
groups into my community 

 4 2.84% 

I do not contribute to 
sustainable development 

 2 1.42% 

Other (please state below)  0 0% 

 
3.C.5: In the past, what sources of information have assisted you in developing your 
understanding of and helped you gain insight into ESD? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

TV/Radio  5 3.55% 

School, College, Adult or 
Community Education 

 11 7.8% 

Online content and 
resources (e.g. websites, 
blogs, social media) 

 15 10.64% 

Print media (e.g. books, 
newsletters, pamphlets) 

 7 4.96% 
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Word of 
mouth/interpersonal 
discussion 

 12 8.51% 

None of the above  0 0% 

Other (please state below)  0 0% 

 
3.C.7: What further supports would help you to contribute more to ESD? Please select all that 
apply 

  Answers Ratio 

Information (i.e. a greater 
amount of relevant 
information available 
either online or in print 
form) 

 9 6.38% 

Networking (e.g. meeting 
with and discussing issues 
surrounding ESD with 
fellow students, teachers, 
educators etc.) 

 12 8.51% 

Resources (e.g. tools or 
activities available online 
or otherwise which inform 
or support your learning in 
this area) 

 14 9.93% 

I do not feel that there are 
any further supports that 
would help my 
contribution to ESD 

 1 0.71% 

Other (please state below)  2 1.42% 

 
3.D.3: What is your membership/audience profile? 

  Answers Ratio 

Students/Youth  21 14.89% 

NGO  11 7.8% 

General Public  13 9.22% 

Educators  21 14.89% 

Other (please state below)  5 3.55% 

 
3.D.4: What challenge(s) do you face in delivering on your sustainability targets? Please select 
all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

Resources  19 13.48% 
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Expertise  5 3.55% 

Time  14 9.93% 

Exposure/Visibility  9 6.38% 

I do not face any 
challenges in delivering on 
sustainability targets 

 0 0% 

Other (please state below)  6 4.26% 

 
3.D.6 What further supports would help you to contribute more to ESD? Please select all that 
apply 

  Answers Ratio 

Information  10 7.09% 

Networking  16 11.35% 

Resources  22 15.6% 

I do not feel that there are 
any further supports that 
would help my 
contribution to ESD 

 0 0% 

Other (please state below)  7 4.96% 

 
3.E.1: On a scale of 1 - 5 (with 1 being of little to no importance and 5 being of significant 
importance), how do you rate the importance of ESD? 

  Answers Ratio 

1  0 0% 

2  0 0% 

3  0 0% 

4  1 0.71% 

5  5 3.55% 

 
3.E.2: Do you actively contribute to sustainable development? If so, how do you ensure that 
your voice on sustainability is heard? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

I try to live sustainably  5 3.55% 

I participate in activities, 
outside the home, which 
promote sustainability 

 4 2.84% 

I am a member of a group 
that takes action for 
sustainability 

 5 3.55% 
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I am active on online 
sustainable development 
platforms 

 4 2.84% 

I actively welcome 
migrants and minority 
groups into my community 

 2 1.42% 

I do not actively contribute 
to sustainable development 

 0 0% 

Other (please state below)  2 1.42% 

 
3.E.3: What sources of information assist in developing your understanding of and help you 
gain insight into ESD? Please select all that apply. 

  Answers Ratio 

TV/Radio  4 2.84% 

School, College, Adult or 
Community Education 

 3 2.13% 

Online content and 
resources (e.g. websites, 
blogs, social media) 

 6 4.26% 

Print media (e.g. books, 
newsletters, pamphlets) 

 4 2.84% 

Word of 
mouth/interpersonal 
discussion 

 5 3.55% 

None of the above  0 0% 

Other (please state below)  2 1.42% 

 
3.E.4: Do you feel that there is more can you do to actively contribute to ESD? If yes, how so? 
(please state below) 

  Answers Ratio 

Yes  3 2.13% 

No  3 2.13% 

 
3.E.5 What further supports would help you to contribute more to ESD? Please select all that 
apply 

  Answers Ratio 

Information  4 2.84% 

Networking  5 3.55% 

Resources  5 3.55% 
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I do not feel that there are 
any further supports that 
would help my 
contribution to ESD 

 0 0% 

Other (please state below)  1 0.71% 

 
4.4 Has the global COVID-19 pandemic affected your personal habits, attitude towards or 
engagement with ESD? 

  Answers Ratio 

Yes  80 56.74% 

No  35 24.82% 

Uncertain  26 18.44% 

 
4.5 Do you think that this area (ESD) merits an increased focus as a direct result of the 
pandemic or its ramifications? 

  Answers Ratio 

Yes  110 78.01% 

No  12 8.51% 

Uncertain  19 13.48% 

 
4.6: Would you be interested in participating in an online focus group to further discuss the new 
ESD strategy? If so, please provide your email address in the space provided below. 

  Answers Ratio 

Yes  90 63.83% 

No  51 36.17% 
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