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Introduction 
The Marine Planning Policy and Legislation (MPPL) unit is delighted to launch this 
marine policy themed newsletter, which will issue quarterly from 2022. We would like 
to welcome each reader to our initial offering, and hope that you find it useful and 
informative.  

As you are likely aware, the past two years in particular have seen some of the most 
significant and comprehensive maritime legislative reforms in the history of the State. 
However, this is very much only the beginning of further extensive legislative work 
over the coming months and years, more of which later.  

In Part 1 of this first edition, we recap on some of those recent legislative 
developments, feature some recent policy documents produced by MPPL that will be 
of interest to marine stakeholders, and provide an overview of our interactive Marine 
Planning Digital Tool. We also highlight our team’s commitment to ongoing 
community engagement in this case, focusing on the recent Green Schools art 
competition, run in conjunction with An Taisce. The winners of those competitions 
are listed, with photos from the winning entrants showcasing their talents. As  
Covid-19 restrictions have thankfully lifted, we look forward to resuming physical 
interactions with marine communities and stakeholders, and perhaps we can take 
some inspiration from the next generation of aspiring marine planners! 

Part 2 focuses on some of the current and future policy projects of the MPPL unit, 
including details of the Seafood/Offshore Renewable Energy working group, the 
ongoing development of Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPs) and the 
forthcoming development of the Marine Planning Policy Statement. We also outline 
current work on secondary legislation, focusing on public participation requirements, 
planning regulations and the recent announcement by the Department of the 
Environment, Climate and Communications on Maritime Area Consent (MAC) 
applications for Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) Relevant Projects. This section 
concludes with a brief overview of our participation in Supporting the Reform of 
Marine Management in Ireland project, in addition to outlining one of several 
maritime fora that MPPL regularly contribute to, in this case, the Irish Sea Maritime 
Forum.  

This newsletter will also include a regular overview of European Marine Spatial 
Planning and Maritime Affairs, and in this first edition, in Part 3, we meet Ireland’s 
Brussels-based Maritime Attaché, Eoin Leahy, who provides an introduction to his 
role and work in the European Commission.  
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Part 1 – Recent Legislative & Policy Developments: 
This section of the newsletter highlights the most significant legislative and marine 
policy developments that have taken place over the past year. 

 

The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A copy of The National Marine Planning 
Framework (NMPF) is available to all interested 
parties. 

 

The National Marine Planning Framework 
(NMPF) was officially launched on 1 July, 
2021, by An Taoiseach Micheál Martin, TD 
and fellow Ministers Darragh O’Brien, 
Eamon Ryan and Peter Burke. The 
National Marine Planning Framework is 
Ireland’s first national framework for 
managing marine activities, and outlines 
the Government’s vision for how we want to 
use, protect and enjoy our seas in the 
years up to 2040. This single framework 
brings together all marine-based human 
activities, and presents specific objectives 
and planning policies for each activity. 
Among those activities included are: 
offshore renewable energy; marine 
protected areas; fisheries; ports, harbours 
and shipping; safety at sea; sport and 
recreation; tourism; and wastewater 
treatment. The NMPF and all relevant 
details of its development history can be 
viewed here . Should you wish to acquire a 
hard copy of the NMPF, please email 
msp@housing.gov.ie and we will be happy 
to post one out to you.  

Requests for a copy of the NMPF “as Gaeilge” 
will also be facilitated.  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a4a9a-national-marine-planning-framework/
mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie
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Journey to the National Marine Planning Framework   

 

Evidence base for the National Marine Planning Framework 

Throughout this journey, we worked with the Marine Institute to collate marine data 
for Ireland’s marine spatial plan.  120+ spatial layers were published and 30+ maps 
were developed for the final NMPF.  Thank you to the 40 different organisations who 
provided their data!  The European Maritime Fisheries Fund also provided the 
technical capacity to carry out this work, more information here. 

 

https://emff.marine.ie/blue-growth
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NMPF Policy Handbook 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NMPF is a comprehensive document, totalling over 200 pages. In recognition of the 
fact that for some decision-makers and planners, a more concise version of NMPF 
policies and objectives would be beneficial in specific circumstances, the Marine 
Planning Policy and Legislation team has also developed the NMPF Policy handbook. 
This handbook collates each of the aims, objectives and policies of the NMPF and 
serves as a quick reference guide to same. Similarly to the NMPF, should you wish to 
acquire a physical copy of the NMPF Policy Handbook, please email 
msp@housing.gov.ie with your request. 

mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie
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The Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 

2021 was a very significant year in the legislative work programme of the MPPL Unit 
as it marked the conclusion of the Oireachtas journey for the Maritime Area Planning 
(MAP) Act 2021 which was signed by the President on 23 December 2021. 

This Act completed a Programme for Government commitment for cross-
Government priority to be afforded to the drafting of a balanced and Aarhus-
compliant Bill, and it brought great satisfaction to the team that it was possible to fully 
achieve this before the year end.   

The Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Act is intended to regulate the maritime area 
through a commitment to coherent, inter-related planning, covering forward planning, 
development management and enforcement. Further information on the 
development of the MAP Act is available on the Oireachtas website at the following 
link: MAP Act 2021  

The MAP Act establishes a new marine planning system underpinned by a statutory 
Marine Planning Policy Statement and guided by the National Marine Planning 
Framework (NMPF).   

The MAP Act will help to facilitate a reduction in reliance on carbon fuels and will be 
a critical enabler for delivering on Ireland’s target to increase offshore wind capacity 
to 5 GW by 2030. 
 
Furthermore, it establishes a new licensing and development management regime, 
to be administered by a new Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA), in 
conjunction with An Bord Pleanála and the coastal local authorities. 

The signing of the Act into law by President Higgins came at the end of an intensive 
drafting process as well as lengthy Oireachtas Committee and Report stages where 
over 300 amendments were discussed at great detail. 

Certain parts of the Act have already commenced (on 10 March 2022) to allow the 
Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to use his powers under 
the Act, in advance of the establishment of MARA, to invite MAC applications for 
seven offshore wind projects granted "Relevant Project" status.  

Further details of this announcement are provided in Part 2 of this newsletter.  

 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/50/enacted/en/html
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NMPF Public Consultation Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public participation was an integral element 
of the NMPF engagement and public 
consultation process, which ran from 12 
November 2019 to 30 April 2020, having 
been twice extended due to Covid-19 
related restrictions. The Marine Planning 
Policy and Legislation team recently 
completed the NMPF consultation report.  
225 formal submissions to the draft NMPF 
public consultation were received by the 
Department from a range of stakeholders 
such as the public, local community groups 
and non-Governmental Organisations. 
These submissions were subsequently 
collated and assessed, being further broken 
down into over 3,500 individual comments 
specific to each relevant section of the 
NMPF.  Comments varied considerably in 
terms of length, complexity and the variety 
of issues addressed.  

 The consultation report documents the process of consultation undertaken on the draft 
NMPF including the level of stakeholder participation that took place and presents the 
output of the process.  

Included in this comprehensive report is: 

• Legislative background context; 
• Overview of the public consultation process; 
• Information on the communications processes utilised to promote public awareness; 
• Events participated in by the Marine Planning Policy and Legislation team over the 

course of the NMPF development process;  
• Graphs showing a breakdown of submission responses and categories; and 
• Identification of significant changes made to the draft NMPF following the public 

consultation, further categorising the changes as following: 
• Changes to Objectives; 
• Changes to Policy; 
• Changes to Key References; 
• Changes to Supporting Text; 
• Changes not made (sample comments); and 
• Response/Reasoning for changes not made. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/735c3-national-marine-planning-framework-consultation-report-published/
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The Marine Planning Digital Tool 

On Friday 18th February 2022 the Government launched http://marineplan.ie, Ireland’s 
first online interactive marine spatial planning portal.  

The subject of spatial and designated planning for the Maritime Area has been 
debated far and wide but has not until recently been given any serious attention. With 
the Programme for Government goals to reduce carbon emissions and increase 
renewable energy offshore it is important that we look at all aspects of how to achieve 
this and what impact or effect it could have on other users of this space. To do this we 
need to look at how to effectively manage this resource and ensure a fair and 
equitable share of the Maritime area to all, both above and below the surface. 

Having finalised and produced the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) we 
worked on a digital tool incorporating the policies and activities from the NMPF along 
with a digital version of the maps using GIS elements with Open Data sets which are 
now available for download and reuse at https://data-housinggovie.opendata.arcgis.com/ 
in line with the Departments Open Data policy. 

By taking data from a number of reliable resources and combining them together in a 
geographic way we can easily see the areas where activities are currently taking place 
and layer one data set over another to see if there is any impact. 

For instance, here we can see where Aquaculture is licenced as well as the current 
Wind Farms undergoing the planning process and what stage they are at ie: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://marineplan.ie/
https://data-housinggovie.opendata.arcgis.com/
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Other areas of the site provide an interactive way of reading the relevant policies 
from the NMPF along with the maps for each sector defining the boundaries of each 
activity or location. 

Further enhancements to this include the addition of heritage assets, such as 
Martello towers and signal stations along the coast and a plethora of shipwrecks in 
Irish waters for the public and interested parties to browse. 

Both the public and planners will be able to see where specific protected areas are, 
such as nature reserves, Special Areas of Conservations (SACs) or Natural Heritage 
Areas. The various sea fisheries spawning and nursery grounds are included, as are 
the biodiversity layers for seabird breeding and seal, dolphin and turtle distribution 
and ranges. 

This is only Phase 1 and further development and content for this important public 
tool remains ongoing. We welcome constructive feedback and suggestions to us at 
MSP@housing.gov.ie. 

 

Engagement with the Community 

The Green Schools Programme   

The objectives of marine planning are to try to balance the different demands for 
using the sea - including the need to protect the marine environment. In its broadest 
form, marine planning is about when and where human activities take place at sea, 
and making the best use, in a sustainable way, of the wide variety of marine assets 
that Ireland possesses. 

One of the things our team learned from the many stakeholder and community 
engagement events held during the development of the NMPF was that reaching 
certain sectors of the community can have its difficulties at times, particularly with a 
concept as new as Ireland’s first National Marine Plan. 

For example, children, as our next generation, can often be overlooked when it 
comes to legislative developments such as these, and something we became aware 
of very quickly was the importance of getting our message about marine planning 
and this new marine plan into schools. To address this, we ran our first poster and 
3D model competition through An Taisce and the Green Schools Programme in 
2019.  

Our hope was that the competition would help start a conversation in classrooms 
and homes around Ireland so that as many people as possible realised that Ireland 
was developing a marine plan and that they could play a part in that and to get 
young people thinking about the challenge that is involved in looking at what we do 
in our seas and where might be best to do it. 

 

mailto:MSP@housing.gov.ie
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Our latest competition, entitled ‘Our Ocean, My Community – My Marine Plan’ 
was held in the last months of 2021. It received over 1,200 poster entries and 85 3D 
models. Entries were received from schools all around the country with great 
creativity on display. We were also delighted to note that some of the winning entries 
were from counties without a coastline, which in itself demonstrates a growing 
awareness of the importance of our maritime space.  

The awards ceremony took place in the Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford, on 11th May 
2022.  

We were delighted that Minister of State Peter Burke was on hand to present the 
prizes to the category winners, along with An Taisce Director Michael John 
O’Mahony  

The prize-winning students and schools for 2022 are: 

 

  

Infant Category 1st Place – Agata Szyczewska, Scoil Mhuire 

 

 
Junior Primary Category 1st Place – Luke Dunne,  
Derrylamogue National School 
 

Category: Infants Category 

1st prize: Agata Szyczewska, 
Scoil Mhuire, Carrick on 
Shannon, Leitrim 

2nd prize: Ódhran Maguire, 
Emper National School, 
Westmeath 

3rd prize: Louis Mac Dónaill, 
Ghaelscoil Dhún Dealgan, 
Dundalk, Louth 

 

Category: Junior Primary 

1st prize: Luke Dunne, 
Derrylamogue National School, 
Laois 

2nd prize: Rose Mullin, St. Marys 
Convent Primary School, Trim, 
Co. Meath 

3rd prize: Ruby Byrne, St. Marys 
Convent Primary School, Trim, 
Co. Meath 
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Senior Primary Category 1st Place – Conor Maher, Scoil Chrónáin Naofa 

 

Other winners on the day were: 
 

Junior Primary 3D Model Awards 

1st place:  Lucia Silke and Amy Burke, Barnaderg National School, Galway 

2nd place:  Junior infants, Derrylamogue National School, Laois 

3rd place:  Saibh McKeever, Our Lady of Good Counsel Girls National School,  
       Dun Laoghaire, Dublin 

 

Senior Primary 3D Model Awards 

1st place:  St. Canices National School, New Ross, Wexford 

2nd place:  James Brisson, St Oliver Plunkett National School, Ballina, Mayo 

3rd place:  Scoil Bhride, Dunleer, Louth 

 

Special Innovation Awards 

• St Johns National School, Kenmare, Kerry 

• Balbriggan Educate Together National School, Dublin 

 

 

 

 

Category: Senior Primary 

1st prize: Conor Maher, Scoil 
Chrónáin Naofa, Drumkeenan, 
Tipperary 

2nd prize: Sophie Higgins, 
Kingsland National School, Boyle, 
Roscommon 

3rd prize: Luuk Van Meijel, St 
Colmcille’s Senior National School, 
Knocklyon, Dublin 
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Part 2 – Current & Future Policy Developments: 
 

The Seafood/Offshore Renewable Energy working group 

 
 

During the public consultation process of the NMPF, the MPPL team had substantial 
engagements with representatives from both of these industries. As a result, the 
Department identified a need for effective joint engagement between the Seafood and 
ORE industries, in order to fully understand potential impacts, both positive and 
negative, co-existence opportunities and displacement considerations, and to guide 
appropriate mitigation responses. Working closely with Government colleagues in the 
Departments of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Environment, Climate and 
Communications, this Department announced the intention to form a working group to 
address these issues.  

While progress on the formation of the group was delayed on a number of occasions 
by Covid-19 related restrictions and business priorities such as the NMPF and the 
progression of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 through the Houses of the 
Oireachtas, the position of Chairperson for this group, was recently publicly advertised 
on the Department’s website. Following the shortlisting and interview process, we are 
pleased to announce that Captain Robert McCabe has been appointed as Chairperson 
of this group. The Department recently issued a press release to note this 
appointment, and that can be viewed here. We very much welcome Captain Robert’s 
appointment and wish him every success with the commencement of this group. The 
inception meeting of the working group is due to be held in the coming weeks and a 
short summary of those meetings will also be included in future issues of this 
newsletter. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d125f-minister-obrien-seeks-the-appointment-of-chairperson-to-seafood-offshore-renewable-energy-working-group/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/6a71e-minister-obrien-appoints-captain-robert-mccabe-as-chairperson-of-the-seafood-offshore-renewable-energy-working-group/


  

12 
 

The Marine Planning Policy Statement 

In November 2019, the Government published Ireland’s first Marine Planning Policy 
Statement (MPPS), which applied to all aspects of marine planning. The MPPS was 
introduced on a non-statutory basis, pending the development of the National Marine 
Planning Framework (NMPF) and the introduction of new maritime legislation in the 
form of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (MAP Act). 

The Marine Planning Policy Statement described the (then) existing components of 
Ireland’s marine planning system, outlined the vision for the future development of 
Ireland’s marine planning system, and set out the overarching policies and principles 
the Government expected marine planning bodies and other public bodies that 
engage with the marine planning system to observe. The MPPS set out high-level 
priorities for the enhancement of the marine planning system in Ireland, including the 
development of a National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) and legislative 
reform of Ireland’s marine management.  

Following the publication of the NMPF and the adoption of the MAP Act, the relevant 
legislation is now in place to provide for the preparation, adoption and review of 
statutory marine planning policy statements on six-yearly cycles. The forthcoming 
development of the Marine Planning Policy Statement (MPPS) will be Ireland’s first 
statutory MPPS. It is expected that a draft version of the MPPS will be finalised by 
Q3 2022, with the draft then going to public consultation in Q4 2022. Following that 
public consultation, the draft MPPS will undergo pre-legislative scrutiny and be 
adopted in Q1 2023.  The broad outline of the forthcoming development of the MPPS 
is in the diagram on the following page. Further details of the timeframes for these 
steps will be published in this newsletter in due course.  

Credit: Karl Philips 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3e262-marine-planning-policy-statement/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3e262-marine-planning-policy-statement/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2021/104/


  

13 
 

Marine Planning Policy Statement - Indicative Development Timeline: 
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Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAP) 

The increasing demands on maritime space from a range of activities requires an 
integrated and innovative planning and management approach. The Maritime Area 
Planning Act 2021 provides that the Minister may designate public bodies as 
competent authorities for the purpose of preparing Designated Maritime Area Plans 
(DMAPs). A DMAP is a forward-looking sub-national plan that will contribute to the 
overall management framework for the Irish maritime area. DMAPs will support the 
sustainable development of the maritime area and facilitate coherent and transparent 
decision-making. 

DMAPs may have a sectoral or geographic focus. The DMAP proposal will be 
required to set out the objectives of the NMPF that the DMAP will seek to attain, the 
geographical areas proposed to be the subject of the DMAP, the protected sites to 
be taken into consideration and the maritime usages proposed to be the subject of 
the DMAP. The draft DMAP shall be consistent with the MPPS, NMPF, any relevant 
Ministerial guidelines or policy directives. All DMAPs will be subject to environmental 
assessments. Public participation will be at the forefront of the DMAP process. All 
DMAP proposals are required to include a public participation statement that outlines 
how the public will be consulted and included in the DMAP process. The Department 
is currently working on guidelines for DMAPs, and will publish those in due course. 
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Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAP) continued 
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Development of Secondary Legislation 

Now that the MAP Act is in force, work is underway in the MPPL unit to scope out 
the secondary legislation and administrative enablers that will be required to 
commence the new legislation. The focus of the unit at this point is on regulations 
required under Part 2 (forward planning) and Part 8 (amendments to the Planning 
and Development Act). Some further details on these regulations currently under 
consideration are provided below: 

Part 2- Regulations for Public Participation Statements (PPS) 

The proposed use of Public Participation Statements (PPS) provided for in Part 2 of 
the Maritime Area Planning Act is novel in Irish planning legislation. 

The MAP Act provides for regulations to be drafted on PPSs for two scenarios – one 
for Competent Authority (M) in relation to Maritime Spatial Planning and the other for 
Competent Authorities (D) in relation to Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPs).  

The rationale for Public Participation Statements (PPS) is to provide a structure 
around participation so that the competent authority in question can set out their 
consultation commitments for either MSP or DMAPs as appropriate. The proposed 
consultation must be fully in compliance with the State’s commitment to the Aarhus 
Convention and other appropriate Directives. 

How Public Participation Statements fit within the MSP Review process for  
Competent Authority (M): 
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How Public Participation Statements fit into DMAP process for  
Competent Authority (D): 

The PPS regulations will seek to put a coherent structure around the consultation 
process encompassing notification, use of appropriate media, consultation periods, 
treatment of responses and post consultation obligations. 

Other regulations currently under consideration arising from Part 2 are for non-
material amendments (s28) and for the establishment of the Maritime Area Database 
(s36). 

Part 8 - Planning Regulations 

The amendments arising under Part 8 of the MAP Act primarily comprise additional 
provisions extending the existing terrestrial regime into the maritime area and further 
technical changes to the existing legislation providing for the practical differences 
between land and marine based procedures.    

An Bord Pleanála will examine planning applications for specified infrastructure for, 
all Strategic Infrastructure Developments (SID) that cross into the maritime area and 
all offshore (i.e. outside three nautical miles) projects.  These development types are 
set out in Schedule 8 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the process is 
closely aligned with existing Strategic Infrastructure Development provisions. Coastal 
planning authorities will examine all other applications within their designated 
nearshore area. The Board will examine any development that covers more than one 
coastal planning authority area. 

Secondary legislation to support the new maritime area planning regime is currently 
being developed and is expected to be published in Q3 2022. 
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Related Legislative and Policy Developments 

Announcement on MAC applications for ORE Relevant Projects 

Our colleagues in the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 
have been working very hard on establishing the MAC assessment process for 
relevant projects so that applications can start to be welcomed.  

Pending the establishment of the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority, the MAP Act 
enables the Minister of the Environment, Climate and Communication to issue 
Maritime Area Consents (MACs) to certain renewable energy developers who also 
meet the relevant assessment criteria.  

The Minister will assess MAC applicants in key areas, including financial and 
technical competency. This assessment of potential offshore developers will ensure 
that only the most viable offshore projects will have the opportunity to apply for 
permission from An Bord Pleanála.  

The first MACs are expected to be issued in the second half of this year. 

Further information on the assessment of relevant projects can be found here:  
Press Release on Relevant Projects 

 

Supporting Reform of Marine Management in Ireland (SRMMI) 

The MPPL team is currently working on 
the Supporting Reform of Marine 
Management in Ireland (SRMMI) DG-
REFORM sponsored technical support 
project. The objective is to support the 
Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage to put in place 
a single-point entry system for applicants 
to interact with the Government when 
seeking consent for developments and 
activity in the maritime area. By 

strengthening the Irish national marine planning framework and particularly in 
relation to offshore renewable energy, this project aims to contribute overall to the 
EU Green Deal Strategy, especially the EU Strategy on Offshore Renewable Energy. 
Furthermore, the improvement of maritime spatial planning and streamlining of 
administrative procedures supports the implementation of the Maritime Spatial 
Planning Directive as well as the Renewable Energy Directive. 

Credit: Andrew Power 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/f2288-minister-ryan-launches-consultation-on-maritime-area-consent-mac-regime-for-first-phase-of-offshore-renewable-energy-projects/
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/organisation/dg-reform-structural-reform-support_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/organisation/dg-reform-structural-reform-support_en
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The technical support is delivered through private consultancy services provided by 
AARC and supported by the Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications, An Bord Pleanála, and the Marine Institute.  

The project is funded by the European Union via the Technical Support Instrument 
and implemented by AARC, the contractor, in co-operation with the European 
Commission. The support consists of Deliverable 1, analysing the Irish legislation 
and existing marine management regime;  Deliverable 2, assessing the business 
processes and capabilities against the requirements set by the new regime as 
defined in the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (MAP);  Deliverable 3, identifying 
how existing marine management in Ireland should transition to meet the 
requirements set by the recently adopted MAP Act; and Deliverable 4, specifying the 
digital tools and services needed to deliver the required changes in marine 
management.   

The team is currently working with partners on Deliverable 4, which is based on 
knowledge exchanges between Ireland and colleagues in England, the Netherlands 
and Germany. An efficient marine development management system will, inter alia, 
contribute to the sustainable use of natural resources; higher investments in all types 
of marine-related developments and activity, including renewable energy 
investments; achievement of national and EU energy and climate goals; and growth 
in the ocean economy. 

 

Irish Sea Maritime Forum (ISMF) 

The Irish Sea Maritime Forum (ISMF) is an important international group with our 
nearest neighbours - Northern Ireland, Scotland, England, Wales and the Isle of 
Man. The MPPL unit’s involvement with this group facilitates the overarching vision 
of the Irish Sea Maritime Forum: an Irish Sea which has a healthy marine 
environment; a coherent energy policy; a safe, clean and efficient transport; 
sustainable fisheries; and a sea that is well-managed to deliver sustainable 
development for the benefit of all. 

The ISMF Secretariat is run jointly in rotation by Ulster University, Cardiff University, 
and Aberystwyth University. The Forum’s Chairperson is Irish Senator Gerry Horkan. 
A Steering Group made up of representatives from each administration and different 
sectors (e.g. fisheries, conservation, academia, and planning authorities) oversees 
the work of the Forum, which is guided by an annual Work Programme. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.aarcconsultancy.com/about-us/
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Our participation in the ISMF Steering Group upholds the objectives of the Irish Sea 
Maritime Forum from an Irish perspective: 

• To provide a broad based forum for all Irish Sea users and provide an 
opportunity for voices to be heard, 

• To facilitate knowledge exchange and capacity building across all 
administrative areas and sectors about marine planning, 

• To facilitate sharing of data and information, 
• To encourage and maintain political support for transnational partnership 

working in support of marine planning, with the aim of promoting sustainable 
development in the Irish Sea region, and 

• To facilitate a more co-ordinated, efficient planning process for transnational 
issues/projects and good working relationships among Irish Sea partners. 
 

Please see ‘’The Future and Changing Context of the Irish Sea in the 2020s’’ for 
more information on developing a comprehensive picture of the future for the Irish 
Sea and its communities on a whole Irish Sea scale. 

We are also hosting the Irish Sea Maritime Forum – Virtual Conference –  

“MSP in the Irish Sea: Where are we now?” This will take place on Thursday 15th 
September at 10.00- 12.30, via Zoom. Please contact Marie Duffin at 
MSP@Housing.gov.ie  if you would like to come along to this event.

http://www.irishseamaritimeforum.org/the-future-and-changing-context-of-the-irish-sea-in-the-2020s-report-available/
mailto:MSP@Housing.gov.ie
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Part 3 – European Maritime Policy 
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An Overview of European Maritime Policy by Maritime 
Affairs Attaché, Eoin Leahy                                   

Firstly a brief introduction, my name is Eoin Leahy and I took up 
the Maritime Affairs Attaché post at the Permanent 
Representation (Perm. Rep) in Brussels in December 2021. Prior 
to this role, I spent 12 years with the Department of Transport 
working as a ship surveyor and naval architect.    

My role here at the Perm. Rep is divided into three main areas - the Integrated 
Maritime Policy Working Party, the EU Maritime Security Strategy Working Party and 
sitting on the Atlantic Strategy Committee.  Across these areas, I also look out for 
opportunities for Ireland such as collaboration with other member states or the EU 
institutions or funding through various initiatives such as EMFAF (European 
Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund) and Horizon Europe programs.   
 
This role allows me to promote “Maritime Ireland” here in the EU institutions and 
across other Member States to ensure our interests are best served.  

The Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) area is an interesting one. IMP is a holistic 
approach to all sea-related EU policies. It is based on the idea that we can draw 
higher returns from our maritime space, with less impact on the environment, by 
coordinating the wide range of interlinked activities related to oceans, seas and 
coasts. IMP aims at strengthening the blue economy, encompassing all sea-based 
economic activities.  As my role here is an interdepartmental one, and these topics 
are horizontal in nature - it gives me visibility of the important work that is being done 
at home within our Government Departments and agencies that have maritime 
interests, allowing me to represent those interests here in the EU institutions.  

This EU approach to IMP can be reflected in our work at home. If we consider the 
recently published MAP Act, how that fits with our offshore renewables ambitions 
and how that will work with marine protected areas (which in turn can protect 
biodiversity and safeguard our natural resources, which ultimately support our Blue 
Economy) - it is clear that we already coordinate on a less formal basis. A truly 
integrated approach is one that we can bear in mind, as a more coordinated 
approach can offer even more benefits.   

Some other topics being discussed here in Brussels that may be of interest include 
the plan to update the EU Maritime Security Strategy.  As well as the geo-political 
situation and the emergence of new security threats, a significant driver in the need 
to update the EUMSS (European Union Maritime Security Strategy) is to ensure that 
it is aligned with the EU’s climate change ambition. 
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The EU view is that security and climate change are closely linked, and further 
supports the concept of integrated maritime policy.  Ireland is actively engaged in the 
discussions on this update and work gathers pace throughout 2022.   

The next round of calls for Horizon Europe Mission Protect our Oceans and Waters 
are due to be released in May.   

Again, work is on-going across our Departments to ensure that we are best prepared 
to position Ireland for access to this funding which can support our work that is 
relevant to this initiative.  We have some really good experience within our 
Departments and agencies that can support this ambition. 

The EU Commission have called for input to the 2022 Blue Economy Report recently 
and we are working to ensure that Ireland’s interests are reflected in this important 
document.  This report allows us to see growth areas and to inform policy decisions. 
The 2021 report is a very interesting read and well worth looking up as it shows the 
value and scale of the Blue Economy across the EU.  

Ireland had been due to host European Maritime Day in 2020; however the Covid-19 
pandemic scuppered those plans. The EU Commission has recently announced a 
call for member states to express interest in hosting EMD (European Maritime Day) 
during the next cycle from 2025-2029.   

Work is ongoing to prepare a strong submission to host this. It would be a great 
opportunity to raise awareness at home and abroad and put on a showcase of the 
best of Maritime Ireland - watch this space! 
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Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Peter Burke TD with 
members of An Taisce and the Marine Planning, Policy & Legislation Section at the recent Green-
Schools Marine Spatial Planning Poster Competition Awards Ceremony in the Ferrycarrig Hotel, 
Wexford in early May 2022.    

In our next Issue! IRELAND/NORWAY SEMINAR 

 
The Marine Planning, Policy & Legislation Section of the Department of Housing, 
Local Government & Heritage hosted a very successful 2-day seminar in Wexford 
town during the first week of June with delegates from Norway and all over the 
country in attendance. 

Pictured are Conor McCabe, Principal Officer with the Marine Planning Section; Her 
Excellency Dr Marie Skåre, Norwegian Ambassador to Ireland; Philip Nugent, 
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Assistant Secretary, Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications; 
Tom Enright, CEO Wexford County Council.   

We will have more detail and photos in our next issue!! 

 

Concluding note from MPPL 

Thank you very much for reading our initial newsletter and we look forward to 
receiving your feedback at msp@housing.gov.ie .  

Another newsletter will issue in later 2022, before we settle into the quarterly  
updates in 2023.  

Kind Regards,  

The Marine Planning Policy and Legislation Team.  

For more updates or info, go to: www.marineplan.ie

mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie
http://www.marineplan.ie/


  

26 
 

 
 
 

 

 

gov.ie/housing 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

https://housing.cloud.gov.ie/Pages/Home.aspx
https://housing.cloud.gov.ie/Pages/Home.aspx

	Introduction
	Part 1 – Recent Legislative & Policy Developments:
	The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF)
	Journey to the National Marine Planning Framework
	Evidence base for the National Marine Planning Framework
	NMPF Policy Handbook
	The Maritime Area Planning Act 2021
	NMPF Public Consultation Report
	The Marine Planning Digital Tool
	On Friday 18th February 2022 the Government launched http://marineplan.ie, Ireland’s first online interactive marine spatial planning portal.
	The subject of spatial and designated planning for the Maritime Area has been debated far and wide but has not until recently been given any serious attention. With the Programme for Government goals to reduce carbon emissions and increase renewable e...
	Having finalised and produced the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) we worked on a digital tool incorporating the policies and activities from the NMPF along with a digital version of the maps using GIS elements with Open Data sets which are n...
	By taking data from a number of reliable resources and combining them together in a geographic way we can easily see the areas where activities are currently taking place and layer one data set over another to see if there is any impact.

	Engagement with the Community
	The Green Schools Programme

	Part 2 – Current & Future Policy Developments:
	The Seafood/Offshore Renewable Energy working group
	The Marine Planning Policy Statement
	Marine Planning Policy Statement - Indicative Development Timeline:
	Development of Secondary Legislation
	Part 2- Regulations for Public Participation Statements (PPS)
	Part 8 - Planning Regulations
	Announcement on MAC applications for ORE Relevant Projects
	Supporting Reform of Marine Management in Ireland (SRMMI)
	Irish Sea Maritime Forum (ISMF)

	Part 3 – European Maritime Policy
	An Overview of European Maritime Policy by Maritime Affairs Attaché, Eoin Leahy
	In our next Issue! IRELAND/NORWAY SEMINAR
	Concluding note from MPPL


