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This document gives an overview of the proposed Agri-Environmental Climate Measure 
(‘AECM’) contained in Ireland’s draft CAP Strategic Plan (CSP).  The information is based on 
the draft CAP Strategic Plan submitted to the European Commission. All interventions and 
detailed information on rates, eligibility and intervention design are subject to approval to 
the European Commission’s approval of Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan 2023 – 2027 and the 
conclusion of the relevant national legal and administrative processes. These elements will 
be finalised over the coming months.  
 
Terms and Conditions for the AECM, to be known as the Agri-Climate Rural Environment 
Scheme (‘ACRES’), will be made available in due course, following approval of the CAP 
Strategic Plan, relevant national legal and administrative processes, and the finalisation of 
relevant implementing Regulations. The Department has prepared this document to inform 
farmers and advisors about the main points, and the data protection measures taken in 
respect of the proposed ACRES scheme in order to facilitate certain preparatory work. 
 
Such preparatory work must be undertaken by an ACRES advisor on behalf of the farmer 
and, in authorising such, the applicant notes the core conditions of the proposed Scheme 
and agrees to the use and protection of data as outlined in this document.  If advisors or 
proposed participants in ACRES require further information on the process, they may 
contact the Department at ACRES@agriculture.gov.ie. 
  
The final Terms and Conditions will be published on the Department’s website.   
 

mailto:ACRES@agriculture.gov.ie
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IMPORTANT:  THIS BOOKLET HAS BEEN PREPARED AS AN AID TO APPLICANTS AND 
ADVISORS, BUT THE GOVERNING EU REGULATIONS FORM THE DEFINITIVE BASIS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SCHEME IN QUESTION, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO 
ELIGIBILITY AND, WHEN NECESSARY, ANY PENALTIES THAT MAY BE APPLIED.  
 
Overview 
An environmentally ambitious agri-environment climate measure (AECM), to be known as the 
Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (‘ACRES’), will deliver significant long-term 
environmental improvement through participation by a significant number of farmers on the 
most appropriate land, with each making a strong improvement on their farm. This will build 
on, and complement, achievements under Conditionality and the Eco-Scheme. 
 
Using a habitats-based approach, delivered through both multi-functional prescription and 
results-based actions, ACRES aims to contribute significantly to achieving improved 
biodiversity, climate, air and water quality outcomes. These will be achieved through two 
approaches under the scheme: 

• an ACRES General approach offering a range of measures for individual farmers (both 
targeted and general); and 

• an ACRES Co-operation approach, available to farmers in defined high priority 
geographical areas, who opt to undertake measures, as well as bespoke farm, and 
landscape actions. Farmers participating in this approach will have the assistance of a 
Local Cooperation Project (CP) Team, who will assist with implementation of the 
scheme at local level. 

Further information on the proposed approaches is provided below. 
 
 
1. General Provisions 
1.1 The Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (‘ACRES’) shall be administered by the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (‘the Department’) 
1.2 The Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme will be jointly funded by the European 

Union and the National Exchequer. 
1.3 There are two proposed approaches to the national agri-environmental climate 

measure namely:  

• ACRES General, available nationally (outside of the high priority geographical 
area as defined for the ACRES Co-operation Project approach below), which 
offers a range of measures (both targeted and general); and 

• ACRES Co-operation, available to farmers in defined high priority geographical 
areas. 

1.4 A farmer may only apply for the ACRES General if their holding falls outside of the high 
priority geographical area as defined for the ACRES Co-operation approach – see map 
at Annex I.  

1.5 Farmers with 3 hectares or more or 20% or more of the farm holding (whichever is the 
lower) declared as forage/habitat in the 2021 BPS within ACRES Co-operation area may 
only apply for the ACRES Cooperation Project approach. Map in Annex I shows the 8 Co-
operation Project (CP) zones. All other farmers may only apply for the ACRES General 
approach. 
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1.6 A farmer may only enter a contract for one of the approaches and may not participate 
in both ACRES General and ACRES Co-operation approaches. 

1.7 The following conditions apply to both approaches unless otherwise indicated. 
 

 
2. Description of Scheme 
The new AECM framework forms part of the Green Architecture and accordingly builds on 
Conditionality and Eco-schemes, by offering a range of measures that are designed to improve 
habitats for a wide range of species while also targeting water quality and climate mitigation 
and adaptation, in a manner that goes beyond Conditionality and Eco-Scheme requirements.  
 
2.1 ACRES General Approach 

The ACRES General approach introduces a qualitative approach with the inclusion of 
results-based actions.  In addition, the introduction of a Farm Sustainability Plan will help 
achieve the underlying principle of the new AECM framework of “the right measure in the 
right place”.  
 
ACRES General is structured around a hierarchy of three tiers, with Tier 1 receiving priority 
over Tier 2, and Tier 2 over Tier 3. The basis for application under each Tier is as follows: 
 
Tier 1 – Farmers with certain Priority Environmental Assets (PEAs) who must undertake 
mandatory actions associated with those assets. This Tier is important as the actions to be 
undertaken relate to identified priority areas such as sensitive landscapes [Natura and 
commonage lands], protection of priority water areas and conservation of rare breeds. 
Organic farmers will also receive Tier 1 priority access to the scheme.  
 
Tier 2 – Farmers, who do not have a Priority Environmental Asset but whose lands include 
a Vulnerable Water Area may apply for access to the scheme under Tier 2. In such cases, 
appropriate actions as deemed appropriate by Advisor will be chosen to address pressures 
relevant to the Vulnerable Water Areas as identified in the Farm Sustainability Plan.  
 
An applicant may also be considered under Tier 2 if s/he is a participant in the Native 
Woodland Establishment Scheme or GPC 11 – Agro-forestry or if s/he adopts at least one 
of the tree-planting actions i.e. 

• Planting Trees – in Rows, Groups or Parkland 

• Planting Trees in Riparian Buffers 

• Tree Belt for Ammonia Capture at farmyard. 
 
In the absence of a Vulnerable Water Area, an applicant may still be considered for Tier 2 
if s/he has a whole farm stocking rate (whether beef, dairy or sheep) exceeding (›) 130 kg 
Livestock Manure Nitrogen per hectare (ha) produced on the holding, or has more than 30 
hectares (ha) of arable crops, but must adopt at least one of the following mandatory 
actions: 

• Minimum Tillage  

• Catch crops  

• Over winter stubble 

• Grass margins arable or Grass margins grassland  
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• Low input peat grassland 
 
Tier 3 – All other farmers who undertake a range of appropriate actions, selected from a 
list of General actions, to address local/farm specific environmental priorities, with actions 
selected following the completion of a Farm Sustainability Plan.  
 
Detailed information about the relevant/mandatory actions associated with eligibility 
under Tiers 1 and 2 is in Annex II. 

 
This tiered structure combined with the ranking and selection criteria is designed to ensure 
the targeted and prioritised delivery of environmental benefits. The Farm Sustainability 
Plan will inform the most appropriate selection of actions in all cases.  

 
2.2 ACRES Co-operation Approach 

The ACRES Co-operation approach introduces a qualitative aspect whereby land included 
in the Scheme will be assessed using results-based scorecards, with incentives in place to 
increase scores and improve the landscape being farmed.  In addition, the introduction of 
a Farm Sustainability Plan will help achieve the underlying principle of the new AECM 
framework of “the right measure in the right place”.  
 
Land included in the ACRES Co-operation approach falls within eight identified zones, 
which comprise of high nature value farmlands.  Farmers with 3 hectares or more or 20% 
or more of the farm holding (whichever is the lower) declared as forage/habitat in the 2021 
BPS within ACRES Co-operation area may only apply for the ACRES Cooperation approach. 

 
The Farm Sustainability Plan will inform the most appropriate selection of actions designed 
to increase the score for that land.  

 
Ranking and selection criteria will be employed, with all applications assessed in each tranche 
based on predefined selection criteria designed to rank the applications in accordance with 
environmental objectives.  An explanation for the marking system will be published in the 
Terms and Conditions. 
 
3. Objectives of the Scheme  
The objectives of the Scheme are: 
3.1 To contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation, including by reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and enhancing carbon sequestration, as well as to promote 
sustainable energy 

3.2 To foster sustainable development and efficient management of natural resources such 
as water, soil and air, including by reducing chemical dependency 

3.3 To contribute to halting and reversing biodiversity loss, enhance ecosystem services and 
preserve habitats and landscapes 

3.4 To improve the response of Union agriculture to societal demands on food and health, 
including high-quality, safe and nutritious food produced in a sustainable way, to reduce 
food waste, as well as to improve animal welfare and to combat antimicrobial 
resistances. 
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4. Core Requirements  
All farmers participating in ACRES must comply with the following list of mandatory scheme 
conditions:  
4.1 Engage an approved FAS agricultural advisor to prepare and submit the ACRES 

application.  An advisor may not prepare or submit an ACRES application or results 
based scorecard, in respect of their own holding and Business ID and similarly, to avoid 
any conflict of interest, should not prepare or submit them on behalf of a family 
member. 

4.2 A Farm Sustainability Plan must form part of the ACRES application.  
4.3 Participants in the ACRES Co-operation approach must engage and work with the ACRES 

Co-operation Project (CP) Team assigned to achieve the goals and objectives as set out 
in the Local Area Action Plan (LAP). 

4.4 Attendance at a training course (ACRES Training), which is mandatory in the first year 
of participation in Scheme, to facilitate knowledge transfer and acquisition of 
information on specific actions, complemented by on-line demonstrations/advice on 
good environmental practices.  

4.5 Participants in the ACRES Co-operation approach must attend any additional mandatory 
training as organised by the ACRES CP Teams from time-to-time. 

4.6 The farmer must keep required records. 
 
 
5. Eligibility  
To be eligible to participate a farmer shall: 
5.1 Be aged eighteen years or over on date of submission of the application for support. 
5.2 Be the holder of an active Business ID. Herd ‘Owner’ status is required as Herd Keeper 

is not acceptable. 
5.3 Have all lands farmed declared in the applicant’s name on the Integrated Administration 

and Control System (IACS).  
5.4 Have submitted a BPS 2021 application. 
5.5 All lands brought into the scheme must be declared in the applicant’s 2022 BPS and 

declare on the applicant’s BISS application for all subsequent years of participation. 
5.6 1. The ACRES General approach will be open to all categories of active farmers eligible 

in the defined mapped area for ACRES General– see map at Annex I. 
2. The ACRES Co-operation approach will be open to all categories of active farmers 
eligible in the defined mapped area for ACRES CP zones– see map at Annex I 

5.7 Farmers participating in other environmental schemes may apply for ACRES, but if 
approved may have payments adjusted in either scheme to ensure no double funding 
takes place. Advice should be sought from the Department if there are any doubts about 
compatibility of any scheme.  
 
 



Page 7 of 17 

 

 

6. Access Agreement 
The ACRES Access Agreement is an online facility to enable advisors submit an Expression of 
Interest and accept the current scheme rules on behalf of their clients. The Access Agreement 
also outlines that BPS/BISS data may be used by the Department for the purposes for ACRES.  
 
The Access Agreement is the first step in the ACRES application process and must be 
submitted by the advisor for each of their clients in advance of the Farm Sustainability Plan 
and application functions.    
 
To be eligible to submit an application on behalf of his/her clients in due course, an advisor 
must be recorded on the Department’s Corporate Customer Management (CCM)1 as an ‘Agri-
Environment ACRES Agent’ (also known as an ‘ACRES advisor’) and his/her clients must be 
associated with him/her on CCM for ACRES. 
 

 
7. Farm Sustainability Plan 
The Farm Sustainability Plan (FSP) is the selection of the most appropriate actions to be 
included in the ACRES application. This includes a combination of desk and field assessments 
whereby advisors assess the environmental assets/risks and conservation targets on the 
holding. 
 
7.1 The FSP must be fully completed by an approved agricultural advisor and form part of 

the farmer’s ACRES application. 
7.2 The FSP must be completed in accordance with the scheme specifications. 
7.3 To complete the FSP, the agricultural advisor must complete a series of desk checks and 

walk all the fields of the farm to identify and address the environmental priorities/risks 
on the holding, and check fields for suitability for the various actions/options.   

7.4 Part of the field assessment will include the ACRES Advisor walking the farm and taking 
appropriate baseline photographs, in a format to be advised. 

7.5 An advisor must discuss possible actions arising from the FSP process with the applicant. 
The applicant must then decide which actions are to form part of their ACRES 
application.  

7.6 A participant is required to submit soil samples by the date set down by DAFM. The 
rules in relation to the soil sampling requirement are as stated in the ACRES 
Specifications document. 

 
 
8. Amendment of Scheme 
The Minister reserves the right to amend the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme, restrict the 
availability of the Schemes and to vary, where occasion so demands, the amount of financial 
aid wherever specified in the Schemes subject to the provisions of any relevant European Union 
legislation. 
 

 

 

 
1 Formerly the Corporate Customer System (‘CCS’) 
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Information and Data Protection  
 

The following data is specific information in relation to the personal data processed for the 
Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (‘ACRES’). 
 
Specified purpose: 
The personal data sought from the applicant, or previously furnished by you, the applicant, is 
required for the purpose of making an application under ACRES or for ongoing processing of 
your contract under the scheme. Failure to provide all the personal data required to facilitate 
the processing of the application and contract, including data testing, under the scheme will 
result in the Department being unable to further process the application. Failure to provide 
certain information which you are required to provide under the Terms and Conditions of the 
scheme may result in the necessity to repay monies already paid under the scheme.  

 

The Department will use existing customer data held for the purpose of aiding administrative 
efficiencies and the use of the data in this way is considered compatible with its original 
purpose of collection. 
 
The Department may also use data provided in applying under ACRES for the purposes of 
facilitating the processing of an application for participation in other related schemes 
operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) or for the purposes 
of updating information on the relevant databases held by the Department in connection with 
these schemes (e.g., mapping database). Each scheme has its own legal basis as outlined 
under their own Terms and Conditions.  

 
These schemes are:  

• Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC) and the Areas of Specific Constraints 
(Islands) Scheme (ASC)  

• Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 

• Basic Income Support for Sustainability (BISS). 

• Capital Investment Scheme (CIS) 

• Eco Scheme 

• Land Parcel Identification System  

• Locally Led Agri-Environment Schemes 

• National Forestry Programme, or its successor 

• Natura 2000 Scheme  

• Organic Farming Scheme (OFS)  

• Sheep Improvement Scheme (SIS) 

• Sheep Welfare Scheme (SWS) 

• Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes (TAMS)  
 

 
Further to this the operation of the scheme may also require data to be shared with internal 
sections such as: 

• DAFM Agricultural, Environment and Structures 

• DAFM CAP Strategic Plan Division 
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• DAFM Cross Compliance Section 

• DAFM Direct Payments Division  

• DAFM Finance Division 

• DAFM Forestry Division 

• DAFM Rural Development Division 
 
 

Legal basis:  
The ACRES is implemented pursuant to European Parliament and the Council Regulation (EU) 

2021/2115 and operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine. 

The rights of data subjects and how they may be exercised, in this respect, are laid down in 

the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2018. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) legal basis 

to process personal data is Article 6(1) (c) of Regulation (EU) 2016/79 of European Parliament 

and of the Council of 27 April 2016. 

The Department will use existing customer data held for the purpose of aiding administrative 

efficiencies and the use of the data in this way is considered compatible with its original 

purpose of collection, as outlined below. 

The purpose of the ACRES General approach is to receive, analyse and process data from 

applicants, communicate with them and/or their authorised advisors and subsequently 

receive and process the data of the approved participants for the duration of their contracts 

and make payments to them. 

The existing customer data to be used is that submitted for the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS). 

BPS is implemented pursuant to EU Regulation 1306/2013, while the regulatory basis for both 

BISS and ACRES is Regulation (EU) 2021/2115 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

of 2 December 2021 establishing rules on support for strategic plans to be drawn up by 

Member States under the common agricultural policy (CAP Strategic Plans). 

Personal data is provided by applicants to Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), and to be provided 
from January 2023 for its successor scheme BISS, to claim and receive payment under the 
Scheme. The proposed further processing of the personal data for the purpose of the Agri-
Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) will be for the same purpose i.e. for the making 
of payment in respect of participation in ACRES. 

 
 

Recipients:   
Information provided as part of the ACRES application may be shared, with other Divisions 
within the Department, for the purposes of processing other related scheme applications in 
a timely and efficient manner.  

 
When you submit an ACRES application some of your personal data may be made available 
to other Government Departments/Agencies/Local Authorities, but only where there is a 
valid legal basis to do so. Where appropriate a Data Sharing Agreement will be put in place. 
The purpose of this sharing of data is for audit, evaluation purposes, cross compliance 
controls, controls relating to the legislation underpinning cross compliance and all Rural 
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Development measures, as required by Article 65 of Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 809/2014 (will be updated to show reference for implementing Regulation repealing 
Regulation 809/2014 when adopted and published). Also, personal information may be 
released under the terms of the relevant Data Protection legislation in force and the Freedom 
of Information Act 2014.  

 
Information will be shared within the Department for the purposes of monitoring and 
evaluating CAP as per the Regulations (EU Regulations 2021/2115 and 2021/2116) in 
accordance with the Data Protection legislation in force.  

 
Personal data may be used for statistical, research and analysis purposes in some 
circumstances, but will only be done so in compliance with the Data Protection legislation in 
force. Data used for such purposes will be pseudonymised (masked) or anonymised, as 
appropriate, to protect to the security and confidentiality of the data. The use of the data in 
this way may facilitate the Department in informing policy decisions into the future, which 
would benefit the Irish farmer and the Agriculture Sector.  
 
As part of this scheme, if you are approved into the programme, you may be requested by 
the Department or relevant agents acting on its behalf, to supply data in relation to your 
participation to the Scheme, and facilitate on-farm inspections/assessments, where required 
for the purpose of assessment, verification, evaluation or research purposes as provided for 
under the Regulations (EU Regulation 2021/2115 and 2021/2116). Not to supply such 
information may invalidate/cancel your application. 

 
 

Transferred outside the EU:   
Information provided in support of an application under the Agri-Climate Rural Environment 
Scheme (‘ACRES’) is not currently transmitted outside of the EU.  

 
 

Retention Period: 
The data submitted in support of the application by the data subject under Agri-Climate Rural 
Environment Scheme (‘ACRES’) will be retained by DAFM only if there is a business need to 
do so in line with the purposes for which it was collected.  

 
After this time, it will be marked for destruction and will be destroyed in line with internal 
guidelines or guidelines for destruction received from the National Archives Office or 
associated permissions received from them. 

 
 

Data provision being statutory or contractual obligation: 
The data provided for this purpose is being requested under the requirements of EU 
Regulation 2021/2115 and if the customer chooses not to provide this information their 
application/contract for the ACRES Scheme, cannot be processed further.   
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Automated Decision Making:   
Personal data provided in the submission of an application under the ACRES Scheme will be 
processed automatically for the purpose of the efficient running of the scheme, and the timely 
payment of participants.  

 
Automated decision making may be used for the purposes of selecting participants for 

inspection in accordance with the regulations (EU Regulations 2021/2116 & 809/2014) (will 

be updated to show reference for implementing Regulation repealing Regulation 809/2014 

when adopted and published). 

 
 

Information from Third Party: 
Data may be provided to DAFM by a third party on behalf of the individual, for example the 
individual’s Agricultural Advisor, where it can be shown that authorisation has been given by 
the individual for this to take place. 
 

 
Information shared with CP Teams for ACRES CP participants: 
The ACRES CP will be managed by eight Cooperation Project (CP) Teams, one for each of the 
eight CP Zones.  The intention is that the CP Teams will be independent multi-disciplinary 
teams with input from experts such as, but not limited to, ecologists, hydrologists, 
ornithologists, project team leaders and admin staff.   

 
This level of expertise is required to research and establish the detailed conservation and 
biodiversity requirements of each zone and in some instances, sub-zone, on a local level.  
There will be oversight of these CP teams by the Department through steering groups.   

 
The CP Teams will canvass potential farmer participants in each of the eight CP zones.  The 
participant farmers will engage farm advisors to assist with the completion of farm plans. 

 
The CP Teams will therefore receive, analyse, and process data from applicants, communicate 
with them and/or their ACRES advisors, and subsequently receive and process the data of the 
approved participants for the duration of their contracts. The overall objective of the ACRES 
CP itself is to contribute to a range of objectives as outlined in the CAP. 

 
Data, including farmer’s personal information (name, contact details, land information) will 
be shared by the Department with CP Teams.  Farmers will engage an ACRES advisor to 
complete their application including the completion of the Farm Sustainability Plan. 

 
CP Teams may also upload documents, photos, and other media in relation to a participant 
to the CP Team’s own, or the Department’s systems, to enable the processing of the 
participants application or to facilitate payments to the participant. 

 
CP Teams may be involved in the assessment of a participant’s holding, including any 
commonage land included in the application, for the purposes of the farmer’s participation in 
the Scheme. 
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Technical information on data collected: 
Technical information on the cookies used on the Gov.ie website is available at the following 
link:  https://www.gov.ie/en/help/privacy-policy/?section=cookies 

 
  

https://www.gov.ie/en/help/privacy-policy/?section=cookies
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ANNEX I 
A farmer may only apply for the ACRES General approach if his/her holding falls outside of 
the high priority geographical area as defined for the ACRES Co-operation approach as below. 
 
Farmers with 3 hectares or more or 20% or more of the farm holding (whichever is the lower) 
declared as forage/habitat in the 2021 BPS within ACRES Co-operation area may only apply 
for the ACRES Cooperation Project approach – the map below shows the 8 Co-operation 
project zones, as indicated by the colour coding. 
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ANNEX II 

Structure* of Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (‘ACRES’) General  

[*subject to approval of agri-environmental climate measure intervention which formed 

part of Ireland’s draft CAP Strategic Plan] 

ACRES General is structured on a three-tier basis. Applications in Tier 1 will receive priority 
access over Tier 2 applications which in turn receive priority access over Tier 3 applications. 
 

Tier 1
 P

rio
rity  

Tier 1. Priority 
Environmental 
Asset 

Mandatory/relevant actions  

Private Natura 
sites Grassland  

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Natura (SAC/SPA) 
mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry 
to ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. or b. must 
be selected on an area intersecting the Natura mapped area.  

a. Low Input Grassland 

b. Extensively Grazed Pasture 

Private Natura 
sites Tillage 

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within Natura (SAC/SPA) 
mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry 
to the ACRES General approach. 
To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. b. or c. 
must be selected on an area intersecting the Natura mapped area.  

a. Unharvested cereal headlands 

b. Winter Bird Food 

c. Environment Management of Arable Fallow 

Commonage If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of commonage land declared on 
the 2021 BPS he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry to the 
ACRES General approach  

Geese and 
Swans 

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Geese and Swan 
mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry 
to the ACRES General approach if they select the Geese and Swans 
action.  

Breeding 

Waders  

 

 

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Breeding Wader 
hotspot mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 
priority entry to the ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. b. or c. 
must be selected on an area intersecting the Breeding Wader 
Hotspot mapped area. 

a. Low Input Grassland 

b. Extensively Grazed Pasture  

c. Environmental Management of Arable Fallow  
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Catchments 
identified as 
having High 
Status Water 
objectives 
 
 

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the High-Status 
Water objective mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for 
Tier 1 priority entry to the ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, at least one of the actions a. to 
h. which are deemed appropriate as identified in the Farm 
Sustainability Plan must be selected on an area intersecting the 
High-Status objective mapped area.  

a. Riparian buffer strips or zones -grassland 
b. Riparian buffer strips or zones -arable 
c. Management of intensive grassland next to watercourse  
d. Planting trees in riparian buffer zones 
e. Planting new hedgerow 
f. Low input grassland (results-based) 
g. Extensively grazed pasture 
h. Environmental management of arable fallow 

Conservation 
of Rare Breeds 

If an applicant selects Conservation of Rare Breeds action and shows 
proof of membership of breed society at the time of application, 
he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry to the ACRES General 
approach. 

Organic 
Farmers 

If an applicant is registered with and approved as an organic 
operator by one of the Organic Control Bodies and holds a licence at 
the time of application, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority 
entry to the ACRES General approach. 

 
 
 

Tier 2
 A

ccess 

Tier 2 
Environmental 
Asset/Action 

Mandatory/relevant actions 

Vulnerable 
Water Area  
The vulnerable 
areas are 
defined as 
catchment 
areas to 
waterbodies 
identified as 
Areas for 
Action which 
have 
significant 
agricultural 
pressures  

If a participant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Vulnerable 
Water mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 2 
priority entry to the ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, at least one of the actions a. to 
h. which are deemed appropriate as identified in the Farm 
Sustainability Plan must be selected on an area intersecting the 
Vulnerable Water mapped area.  

a. Riparian buffer strips or zones -grassland 
b. Riparian buffer strips or zones -arable 
c. Management of intensive grassland next to watercourse  
d. Planting trees in riparian buffer Zones 
e. Planting new hedgerow 
f. Low input grassland (results-based) 
g. Extensively grazed pasture 
h. Environmental management of arable fallow 

Holdings that 
have a whole 
farm stocking 

If an applicant (whether beef, dairy or sheep) has a whole farm 
stocking rate of 130 kg NPH from grazing livestock or above prior to 
export of livestock manure in 2021 or has greater than 30 hectares 
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rate of 130 kg 
Nitrogen per 
hectare (NPH) 
from grazing 
livestock 
manure or 
above prior to 
export of 
livestock 
manure or 
holdings with 
over 30 
hectares of 
arable crops in 
2021 
 

of arable crops in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 2 priority 
entry to the ACRES General approach. To be considered for Tier 2 
priority access, at least one of the listed actions a. to f. must be 
selected.  

a. Minimum tillage (min 10ha) 

b. Catch crops (min 6ha) 

c. Over winter stubble (min 4ha) 

d. Grass margins arable (min 500m)  

e. Grass margins grassland (min 500m) 

f. Low input peat grassland (min 0.5ha) 

Native 
Woodland 
Establishment 
scheme or 
Agro-forestry 
scheme 

If an applicant is a participant in the Native Woodland Establishment 
Scheme or Agro-forestry GPC 11 at the time of application, he/she 
may be eligible for Tier 2 priority entry to the ACRES General 
approach. 

Tree planting If an applicant adopts at least one of the tree planting actions a. to 

c., he/she may be eligible for Tier 2 priority entry to the ACRES 

General approach 

a. Tree planting (min 100 trees) 

a. Planting trees in riparian buffer zones (min 10 trees) 

b. Tree belts for ammonia capture from farmyards (min 0.18 

ha) 

 
 
Tier 3: 
Please note:  It is open to an ACRES CP participant to carry out actions listed here, on land not 
included in the ACRES CP Zone. 
 

Tier 3
 

Tier 3. General Actions 

• Barn owl nest box 

• Brassica fodder stubble 

• Catch crops 

• Commonage 

• Conservation of rare breeds  

• Coppicing of hedgerows 

• Environmental management of arable fallow 

• Extensively grazed pasture 
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• Geese and swans 

• Grass margin arable  

• Grass margin grassland 

• Laying of hedgerows  

• Low emissions slurry spreading 

• Low input grassland (results based) 

• Low Input peat grassland (results based) 

• Management of intensive grassland next to a watercourse  

• Minimum tillage 

• Planting a new hedgerow 

• Planting a traditional orchard 

• Planting trees in riparian buffer zones 

• Tree planting 

• Over wintered stubble 

• Protection and maintenance of archaeological monuments- arable/grassland 

• Riparian buffer strip – arable  

• Riparian buffer strip – grassland 

• Riparian buffer zone – arable  

• Riparian buffer zone – grassland  

• Ryegrass seed set for birds 

• Traditional dry stone wall maintenance 

• Tree belts for ammonia capture from farmyards  

• Unharvested cereal headlands 

• Winter bird food plot  

• Winter bird food strip 

 

 
 
This tiered structure combined with the ranking and selection criteria is designed to ensure 
the targeted and prioritised delivery of environmental benefits. The Farm Sustainability Plan 
will inform the most appropriate selection of actions in all cases.  
 


