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Executive Summary  
Ireland’s Well-being Framework allows high-level, systematic consideration and 
assessment of progress in Ireland across economic, environmental and social issues. 
The Framework includes 11 overall dimensions, from which the Well-being Dashboard 
flows.  

By way of context, developing a well-being framework for Ireland was a Programme 
for Government Commitment. A First Report on its development was published last 
year and was followed by the development and launch of the Well-being Portal, the 
CSO’s Well-being Information Hub, a comprehensive Public Conversation, and the 
progression of several strands of research. A Second Report has now been published 
capturing the outcomes of this work and plans for embedding the Framework over 
time. The initiative seeks to help inform priorities and goals, and to think about longer-
term challenges that face the country in a new way, by reviewing these areas together 
and by placing a focus on broad sustainability and equality.  

This analysis of the Dashboard is intended to provide an overall picture of the 
country’s progress, using data that facilitates a longer-term view of quality of life. It 
will form a valuable input to the Budget process. The analysis reviews trends over 
approximately 5-year periods and international comparisons. The dashboard includes 
35 indicators (see Section 5 for full Dashboard) divided across the 11 dimensions of 
the Framework.  

 

The purpose of this initiative is to provide a medium-term view of the country, and 
therefore data chosen is often annual, and frequently with long lead-in times. The 
reference periods that the analysis considers vary across the indicators from 2018 to 
2022. Where data is available both over time and internationally, this can show a 
positive, negative or mixed/neutral performance (the latter, in the case where the 
trend is positive but Ireland performs below the EU average or vice versa). 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/fb19a-first-report-on-well-being-framework-for-ireland-july-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/1fb9b-a-well-being-framework-for-ireland-join-the-conversation/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/wellbeing-framework/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-wbhub/well-beinginformationhub/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/1fb9b-a-well-being-framework-for-ireland-join-the-conversation/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/wellbeing-framework/
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Overall, the dashboard paints a generally positive picture of quality of life in Ireland. 
Across the 35 indicators, Ireland performs well in 20 indicators, including the lifelong 
learning rate, average weekly earnings and satisfaction with democracy in Ireland. 6 
indicators show negative performance, including net Government wealth, greenhouse 
gas emissions and experience of discrimination. The performance of the other 9 
indicators are more nuanced (due to performing well over time but negatively 
compared to the EU average or vice versa, or in some cases due to lack of data).1 These 
include unmet need for medical examination or care and the labour underutilisation 
rate.   

There are particularly positive indications across the Knowledge, Skills and Innovation; 
Work and Job Quality and Safety and Security dimensions. Only one dimension reveals 
a negative overall picture: the Environment, Climate and Biodiversity dimension (in 
particular issues with environmental quality and greenhouse gas emissions).  

The CSO Well-being Information Hub also breaks down each indicator by specific 
cohorts, chosen on the basis of relevance, research and data availability. This allows an 
examination of equality across dimensions by identifying specific cohorts who 
experience inequality across multiple indicators or dimensions. Through an 
examination of this data, several cohorts were identified that experience inequality 
across a high proportion of indicators. These are women, single-parent households, 
households with lower incomes, people with permanent sickness or disability, 
immigrants/non-Irish, and households in rented accommodation. 

Finally, certain indicators are ‘tagged’ to highlight their importance for sustainable 
well-being (economic, environmental, social & democratic). The performance of these 
indicators provides insight into whether progress is broadly sustainable (supports 
maintenance of well-being at least at current levels into the future). Of the 14 
‘sustainable’ indicators, 3 show an overall negative performance. These are net 
Government wealth, greenhouse gas emissions and water quality.  

A further three sustainability indicators have a neutral performance, indicating either 
a negative trend or an unfavourable comparison with the EU average. Again, negative 
performing indicators are concentrated in environmental sustainability. 

Overall, while the dashboard provides a positive picture of the country, it points 
towards specific areas that suggest sustained issues over the medium-term across 
quality of life, sustainability and equality, which are discussed in detail through the 
remainder of this paper.  

It is important to note that the Dashboard cannot provide the full breadth of data 
available across the quality of life issues that it covers. Instead, each dimension 
contains between 2 and 4 indicators to provide a high-level view of progress in Ireland. 
It is important to be aware that some data (e.g. in the work and job quality dimension) 
covers the period where Covid 19 restrictions were prevalent whereas the most 

                                                           
1 Indicators that do not have sufficient data for assessment are: Average distance to everyday services; 
population who worry they could be a victim of a crime; Proportion of population providing at least 20 
hours care per week; Population who feel lonely; Perceived social inclusion. 
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recent indicators for other dimensions (e.g. subjective well-being) are from 2018. 
Therefore, care should be taken in interpreting and comparing the performance of the 
dimensions. 

In addition, tensions exist across the dashboard. Some areas are mutually reinforcing 
while performance in other areas may pull against each other. There are also tensions 
between sustainability and current quality of life indicators. This is the nature of a 
multi-dimensional dashboard approach. 
The first section of this paper gives a visual snapshot of life in Ireland and provides 
accompanying analysis on overall progress in Ireland. The second section provides 
more detailed exploration of sustainability (Environmental, Economic, Social & 
Democratic), and the third section reviews equality aspects of the Dashboard, followed 
by a conclusion. The final section provides the raw dashboard data, taken from the 
CSO’s Well-being Hub, available here. 

 

  

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-wbhub/well-beinginformationhub/


 

 

                                                           
2 The colour indicates how overall the 35 indicators perform over time (generally 5 years) and compared to the EU average, depending on data availability.  
3 A subset of the indicators (14) have been identified as particularly important for sustainability (Economic, Environmental, Social). The circle shows performance 
of these indicators. 
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1. Understanding Progress in Ireland 
This section reviews the 35 indicators that make up the Dashboard and the dimensions 
of the Well-being Framework, highlighting where trends over the medium-term are 
positive or negative, and how Ireland performs in comparison to other EU countries. 
The approach also supports understanding of sustainability and equality, which is dealt 
with in the later sections.  

The purpose of this initiative is to provide a medium-term view of the country, and 
therefore data chosen is often annual, and frequently with long lead in times.  This 
focus on understanding progress towards longer term goals and living standards, 
complements analysis focused on current challenges.  It also highlights data gaps 
where they occur, and provides context for the summary infographic above. All data 
(except where explicitly noted) is available via the CSO Well-being Information Hub. A 
full breakdown of the data is also available at the table at the end of this paper. 

 

Subjective Well-being 
An individual's personal perspective of their mental state, how their life is going and 
their outlook for the future. 

 

There are positive indications for subjective well-being for adults in Ireland. This is 
much higher than the EU average (25%), 4 and in fact, Ireland had the highest 
proportion of adults who rated their overall life satisfaction as high (9 or 10 out of 10) 
in 2018. Ireland’s trend in also improving, 
increasing from 30.8% in 2013 to 44.4% in 2018. 

In addition, the proportion of adults (over 16 
years) who indicated that they had not felt 
depressed or downhearted increased by 10.4% 
between 2013 and 2018.   

Children’s well-being, by comparison, is on a slight 
downward trend. The proportion of children aged 
10-17 years who reported being happy with their 
lives at present reduced slightly since first 
recorded in 2010. At that time, 91.3% of children felt happy with their lives, reducing 
to 88.2% in 2018. This reduction is driven by changes in happiness of girls, reducing 
from 92.4% to 85.6% over the period. 

                                                           
4 Throughout this analysis, where reference year is before 2020, the UK is included in EU comparisons. 

Key 
Indicator performs positively over time and/or compared to EU average. 
Indicator performs negatively over time and/or compared to EU average. 
Indicator performs positively over time, and negatively compared to EU average (or 
vice versa). 
Data unavailable to indicate performance. 

Subjective Well-being 
Indicators 
Population Rating their Overall 
Life Satisfaction as High 
Population who did not Feel 
Depressed or Downhearted in 
the Last 4 Weeks 
School aged Children who 
report being Happy with their 
Life at Present 

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-wbhub/well-beinginformationhub/
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Mental and Physical Health 
The capacity of an individual to be and feel well, with good mental and physical health, 
living a life unencumbered by illness. Collectively, the good mental and physical health of 
the population also contributes to future well-being. 

 

Overall, there is a mixed picture for the mental and physical health dimension in 
Ireland. While there are positive trends for physical health, there is also evidence of 
unmet need for medical examination, and the data for mental health does not have 
international comparisons or trend available. In 2020, Ireland had the sixth highest 
healthy life years5 in the EU at just over 66 years, behind Sweden, Malta, Norway, Italy 
and Spain. This figure has been consistently increasing from just under 64 years to just 
over 69 years over the period 2008-2019. A break in the time series in 2020 means 
that the 2020 figure cannot be included in the trend analysis. 

The proportion of people over 15-year olds 
reporting mild, moderate, moderately severe or 
severe depression was 14% in 2019. This 
indicator is not available over time or across EU 
countries. 

The proportion of people with an unmet need for 
medical examination or care due to financial, 
geographic or waiting time reasons in 2020 was 2.0% - approximately the same as it 
was in 2015 (2.7%) and similar to the EU average (1.9%).6  
 

Income and Wealth 
The financial resources that shape the range of choices an individual or society has to 
meet their day-to-day needs and wants, and the ability to mitigate personal and broader 
economic and societal risks, both now and in the future. 

 

The indicators contained in the income and wealth dimension reveals a generally 
positive picture, however net Government wealth and, to some extent, economic 
security reveals some challenges.  

Median household income increased by 22% to more than €42,000 over the period 
2014-2019.7 In 2021 this stood at €46,471 (however, due to a break in the time series, 

                                                           
5 Measures the number of years that a person at birth is still expected to live in a healthy condition. HLY 
is a health expectancy indicator which combines information on mortality and morbidity. 
6 This data is from Eurostat SILC data ‘Self-reported unmet need for medical examination and care’ 
[SDG_03_60] available at: 
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=sdg_03_60&lang=en. The data available on 
this issue on the CSO Well-being Information Hub does not have a trend or EU comparison, and is used 
to examine issues relating to equality. 
7 Real Household Disposable Income includes income from employment, net taxes and transfers, and 
other types of income such as rental income, and is adjusted for inflation. 

Mental and Physical Health 
Indicators 
Healthy Life Years 

Population reporting depression 
Unmet need for medical 
attention 

http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=sdg_03_60&lang=en
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the data is not comparable to the 2019 figure).  In 2020, Ireland had the third highest 
median equivalised income across the EU, behind only Luxembourg and Denmark.8  

Median household net wealth rose from 102,600 in 2013, to 178,400 in 2018 and 
again to €193,100 in 2020. In 2017, Ireland had the 5th highest median net wealth 
across Eurozone countries behind Luxembourg, Malta, Belgium and Cyprus.9  

The proportion of people who were making ends meet with great difficulty has been on 
a downward trend since 2012, falling by almost 
10 percentage points to 7.5% in 2019. In 2021, 
this stood at 5.6% (however, due to a break in the 
time series, the data is not comparable to the 
2019 figure). In 2020 Ireland had a lower 
proportion of households unable to make ends 
meet (6.1%) than the EU average (7.6%). 10 

Net Government financial position, declined from -€152,110 million in 2016 to -
€169,158 million in 2021. Prior to the pandemic, public finances were on reasonably 
solid footing, reflecting the building-up of fiscal buffers, budgetary surpluses and the 
establishment of the rainy day fund.  Since the onset of the pandemic, Ireland’s public 
indebtedness has increased significantly as the government took on additional debt 
and mobilised large fiscal supports to limited the economic disruption for both 
businesses and households. 

 

Knowledge, Skills and Innovation 
The cognitive and motor skills acquired and developed over the course of a person’s life 
that promotes agency and ability to self-actualise and progress in society. 

 

Ireland performs well across all of the indicators in the knowledge and skills dimension. 
In 2018, 15-year olds in Ireland ranked 3rd compared to other EU countries for reading 
literacy (behind Estonia and Finland), and 11th for mathematics performance. The 
trend shows relative stability between 2012 and 2018.11 

For adults, the lifelong learning rate increased from 9% in Quarter 4 2016 to 11.5% in 
Quarter 4 2021. In 2020 (latest comparable data available) Ireland ranked 10th in the 
EU and is 2 percentage points above the EU average. 

                                                           
8 Eurostat calculates median equivalised income which adjusts for the number of persons living in the 
household. Eurostat table [ilc_di04] available at: 
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_di04.   
9 CBI HSBC data available here: https://oenb.shinyapps.io/HFCS_Keyfigures/#section-countries  
10 Eurostat [ilc_mdes09] available at: 
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_mdes09&lang=en  
11 Data taken from PISA mean score in reading and maths performance available from report available 
here https://www.oecd.org/education/pisa-2018-results-volume-i-5f07c754-en.htm pp. 217, 218, 238, 
242. Well-being Information Hub explores specific proficiency levels rather than mean scores. 

Income and Wealth Indicators 
Median real household 
disposable income 
Median household net wealth 
Households making ends meet 
with great difficulty 
Government net wealth 

https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_di04
https://oenb.shinyapps.io/HFCS_Keyfigures/#section-countries
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_mdes09&lang=en
https://www.oecd.org/education/pisa-2018-results-volume-i-5f07c754-en.htm
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The CSO’s Well-being Information Hub includes 
the headcount of individuals working in research 
in business, higher education and in the public 
service as a proxy for innovation, which has 
increased by 5.8% between 2015 and 2019, to 
50,663 individuals. The highest number are 
employed by the business sector (27,755), 
followed by the higher education sector (21,387), with 1,521 research personnel 
employed in the public sector. In 2020, Ireland had more researchers as a proportion of 
total employment (1.1%) than the EU average (0.99%).12 

 

Housing and the Built Environment 
Housing captures the physical infrastructure that shapes the ability of an individual to 
meet basic needs such as shelter, security and social belonging. The local built 
environment determines access to infrastructure and broader services, for example safe, 
sustainable and accessible transport choices. 

 

While the indicators in the dashboard associated with this dimension perform 
relatively well in terms of trend over time and 
international comparisons, it is important to put 
this in the context of data availability and 
demand.  

New dwelling completions have been increasing 
consistently since 2013, rising from 4,575 per 
year to over 20,000 in 2021, but this is from a 
very low base. In addition, research taking 
account of changing demographics has suggested 
that this needs to be closer to 33,000 per year in order to meet rising demand.13 

Although the housing affordability indicators discussed below perform relatively well 
in aggregate, affordability challenges can be seen in specific types of households – for 
example, those in rented accommodation (discussed in more detail in Section 3 of the 
paper).  

The proportion of the population who spends more than 40% of income14 on housing 
was 4.2% for Ireland in 2019, down from 6.4% in 2014. Compared to other EU 
countries, Ireland performs well with only five other countries having a lower rate 

                                                           
12 Eurostat table [rd_p_perslf] available at: 
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=rd_p_perslf&lang=en. 
13 ESRI (2020), Regional demographics and structural housing demand at a county level, available at: 
https://www.esri.ie/publications/regional-demographics-and-structural-housing-demand-at-a-county-
level  
14 The indicator for housing affordability in the Well-being Information Hub is currently the at risk of 
poverty rate after housing costs. This will be reviewed, including consideration of the proportion of the 
population spending over 30% of income on housing as published in the First Report. 

Knowledge, Skills and 
Innovation Indicators 
Reading and maths performance 
in 15-year olds 
Lifelong learning rate 
Research and Development 
personnel 

Housing and the Built 
Environment Indicators 
New dwelling completions* 
A or B domestic dwelling energy 
rating 
At risk of poverty rate after rent 
and mortgage interest 
Average distance to everyday 
services 

https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=rd_p_perslf&lang=en
https://www.esri.ie/publications/regional-demographics-and-structural-housing-demand-at-a-county-level
https://www.esri.ie/publications/regional-demographics-and-structural-housing-demand-at-a-county-level
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(Slovakia, Malta, Lithuania and Cyprus) and consistently staying well below the EU 
average which was 10% in 2020.15 

The at risk of poverty rate after rent and mortgage interest is excluded was 19% in 
2021, approximately the same as 2020 (19.3%)16 and below the EU average of 30%.17 
However, the rate for those who are renting or rent-free stands at 41.6%, while owner-
occupied households stand at 9.3%. Similarly, children (0-17 years) have a higher rate 
at 23.7%, while older people (65 years and older) have a lower rate (15.2%%) than 
working age people (c. 18%).  

This highlights the importance of the Framework’s focus on equality, and the ability of 
the Well-being Information Hub to break down indicators by cohort. This is explored in 
detail in the third section of this paper, where people in rented accommodation are 
identified as one of six cohorts that consistently experience inequality across a number 
of indicators within the Dashboard. 

On housing quality, there has been an increase in the number of rated buildings with A 
or B Domestic Building Energy Ratings (BER) since 2016, up from 12,650 (16.8% of 
rated buildings) to 31,571 (39.2% of rated buildings) in 2021.18 

The average distance of residential dwellings to everyday services varies depending on 
the service and whether the residence is in an urban or rural area. For example, a 
supermarket/convenience store is the everyday service that is closest on average to 
urban dwellings at 0.7km, whereas primary schools are the closest service for rural 
dwellings (2.4km). Maternity hospitals, Adult emergency department hospitals and 
train stations are the services that are on average furthest away from both rural and 
urban dwellings. As there is only one reference point, and no international comparison, 
no clear conclusions on progress can be drawn. 

 

Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 
The environment that an individual lives in shapes their ability to interact with nature 
alongside access to basic needs such as clean water and air. The quality of this 
environment – both now and in the future – is shaped by human influence and actions. 

The performance of the indicators in this dimension reveals the only overall negative 
picture across the dimensions of the dashboard.  

                                                           
15 This statistic is the ‘housing cost overburden rate’ available through Eurostat [ilc_lvho07c] available 
at: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ILC_LVHO07C/default/table?lang=en. 
16 This has only been calculated by the CSO since 2020. 
17 This indicator is calculated based on an alternative measure of equivalised income, excluding the total 
rent paid and mortgage interest. The total rent paid includes housing supports such as the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP), Rent Supplement, Rental Assistance Scheme (RAS) which are included in the 
household income. Any person with an equivalised income after rent and mortgage interest of less than 
60% of the median before rent and mortgage interest is considered at risk of poverty after rent and 
mortgage interest (i.e. the same threshold is used for calculating the rate before and after rent and 
mortgage interest is deducted). Eurostat comparison at [ilc_li48] available at: 
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_li48&lang=en. 
18 Available on CSO table here: https://data.cso.ie/table/EBA02.   

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ILC_LVHO07C/default/table?lang=en
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_li48&lang=en
https://data.cso.ie/table/EBA02
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The proportion of people who report experiencing pollution, grime or other 
environmental problems in their area has increased from 4.7% in 2014 to 6% in 2019. 
In 2020, this stood at 8.2% (a break in the data series means this is not comparable to 
earlier years) which was below the EU average of 13.7%.  

The proportion of rivers in Ireland with ‘high’ or ‘good’ ambient water quality19 based 
on the Water Framework Directive has decreased from 60% during the 2010-2012 
period, to 53% between 2013 and 2018. 

Ireland performs poorly in terms of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Emissions increased by 1.7 million 
tonnes between 2014 and 2019. This can be 
compared to other EU countries by examining this 
on a per capita basis for 2019, where Ireland 
produces 12.8 tonnes per capita, the second 
highest in the EU behind only Luxembourg.20 It 
should be noted that there is likely to be a short-
term reduction to emissions visible when data 
from during the Covid 19 restrictions are published. 

Finally, the proportion of waste that is sent to landfill in Ireland has been reducing 
consistently since 2009, when it was 58.4%, down considerably to 15.3% by 2019. 
However, 2020 estimates have seen an increase to 22.5% (still slightly down on 2016 
where it stood at 25.7%) This is approximately the same as the EU average of 22.8%. 
 

Safety and Security 
The factors that shape an individual’s ability to live life and engage in activities without 
fear of harm and to mitigate the risks and impacts associated with infrastructural, 
mechanical and natural hazards. Harm can come from crime, conflict, violence, 
terrorism, accidents or natural disasters, and can occur online as well as offline and can 
be emotional as well as physical. As a dimension of well-being, safety tends to be 
concerned with the risk of victimisation and perceptions of safety.  

 

The indicators within this dimension reveal a generally positive picture. 

The murder rate per 100,000 decreased in Ireland from 0.7 in 2016 to 0.46 in 2021.  

Ireland also performs well internationally, with the murder rate below the EU average 
of 0.89. 

Overall the number of people injured or killed on roads has hovered around 8,000 per 
year for the years 2014 to 2019 (from 8,271 to 7,719). The number of people killed on 
the road has reduced from 192 to 140 over the same period. 

                                                           
19 This classification is based on the EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC). Under the directive, 
water quality is ranked from best to worst as ‘high’, ‘good’, ‘moderate’, ‘poor’ and ‘bad’. 
20 Eurostat table [t2020_rd300] available at: 
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=t2020_rd300&lang=en. 

Environment, Climate and 
Biodiversity Indicators 
Pollution, grime or other 
environmental problems 
Water bodies assessed as ‘High’ 
or ‘Good’ 
Greenhouse gas emissions 
Proportion of waste to landfill 

http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=t2020_rd300&lang=en
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In 2019, 15% of the population worried that they would be a victim of a crime causing 
physical injury often or all of the time. The 
proportion increased for other crimes such as 
fraud targeting their personal finances (20%), 
crime arising from internet use (20%) or crime 
that could result in damage or loss of property 
(23%). This data has only been collected once, so a 
trend is unavailable. 

 

Work and Job Quality  
The productive activities (both paid and unpaid) that shape how an individual progresses 
through their life (i.e., develop their skills and abilities, fulfil their ambitions) as well as 
building and supporting their self-esteem and their sense of contributing to society. 

 

Overall, indicators in this dimension show positive performance, revealing a strong 
labour market, but with some indication of slower progress on the unmet need for 
employment. 

The employment rate has increased from 66.9% in Quarter 1 2017 to 72.8% in Quarter 
1 2022, and above the EU average which stood at 
69.2%. 

Over the five-year period to Quarter 4 2021, 
average gross weekly earnings, a proxy of work 
quality, increased from €717.52 to €864.51.21 In 
2021 Ireland had the third highest annual net earnings in the EU (€22,099), behind 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands and well above the EU average (€14,437).22 

However, the labour market underutilisation rate23 captures the unmet need for 
employment in the country. This indicator stood at 12.4% in Quarter 4 2021, 
approximately the same (12.2%) as in Quarter 4 2016. This indicator was at 
approximately the same rate as the EU average.  

Caution must be applied in interpreting labour market statistics during the pandemic 
period, as they were substantially affected by the crisis and associated Government 
support schemes. 

 

 

 

                                                           
21 This refers to Earnings Hours and Employment Cost Survey results available here: 
https://data.cso.ie/table/EHQ03. This is used here instead of the Earnings Administrative Data in the 
Well-being Information Hub, due to timeliness.  
22 Eurostat annual net earnings [EARN_NT_NET]. 
23 This indicator refers to the number of persons classified as unemployed, plus those classified as part-
time under employed, plus those outside the labour force who are available for work but not seeking 
work as a percentage share of the total labour force. 

Safety and Security Indicators 

Murder rate per 100,000 of 
population 

Persons killed or injured on 
roads 
Population who worry they 
could be a victim of a crime 

Work and Job Quality 
Indicators 
Labour underutilisation rate 
Employment rate 
Mean weekly earnings 

https://data.cso.ie/table/EHQ03
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Time Use 
The ability of an individual to manage the demands placed on their time, and their 
access to time for personal development, leisure or hobbies, subject to the constraint of a 
fixed quantity of time available in any single day. This includes work-life balance. 

 

This dimension reveals a mixed picture overall, however, it is clear that there are 
significant demands on time, with evidence of this increasing in some cases. 

In terms of paid work, the proportion of people employed who work more than 49 
hours per week increased sharply over the year from 8.6% in Quarter 4 2016 to 11.1% 
in Quarter 4 2017. Since then, the figure has 
gradually reduced to 9.5% in Quarter 4 2021. 
Ireland does not compare well in the EU here 
either. In 2021, 8.6% of the population worked 
very long hours, higher than the EU average of 
7.4%.24 

Again, caution should be taken in interpreting the statistics above given the impact of 
the pandemic restrictions and related labour market supports. 

There is less data on time demands for unpaid work. A similar figure as that available 
for paid work exploring the proportion of people undertaking very long hours of 
unpaid work, or an indicator combining hours spent in paid and unpaid work, would be 
beneficial. However, 2019 figures showed that over 30% of people provide at least 20 
hours of care per week. 

However, despite these demands, the average rating of satisfaction with the amount of 
leisure time has increased slightly from 7 to 7.5 (out of 10) between the years 2013 
and 2018. This was the third highest average rating across the EU, behind Finland and 
Denmark.25 

 

Connections, Community and Participation 
The ability and opportunities that an individual has to meet the basic needs of personal 
connection and engagement with family, friends and wider community. In the modern 
era, this includes online social connections and interactions. This dimension also covers 
connection to the community, for example, through volunteering or other community 
activities. 

 

It is difficult to provide a high-level picture of progress for the indicators in this 
dimension as both indicators are only currently available for one reference period. In 
addition, due to current data availability, the dashboard does not capture the breadth 

                                                           
24 Eurostat table [lfsa_qoe_3a2]. 
25 Eurostat comparison [ILC_PW02] available at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ILC_PW02__custom_2549942/default/table?lang=en  

Time Use Indicators 
Long working hours in main job 
Providing at least 20 hours of 
care per week 
Population satisfied with leisure 
time 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ILC_PW02__custom_2549942/default/table?lang=en
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of the dimension (in particular, identifying an appropriate aggregate/high-level 
indicator that covers community/participation). 

The proportion of the population who feel lonely 
at least some of the time – was 16.6% in 2018. 

The proportion of the population with more than 
two people they are close enough to that they 
could count on if they had a serious problem was 
77% in 2019. The OECD highlights the proportion of people that believe they know 
someone they could rely on in a time of need, and Ireland performed third best on this, 
below only Iceland and the Czech Republic. 

 

Civic Engagement, Trust and Cultural Expression 
The rights and opportunities an individual has to impact the political functioning of their 
society, the existence of institutional arrangements that foster cooperation and freedom 
of expression of identity and non-discrimination, and trust in those institutions and 
across broader society. 

 

This dimension reveals a mixed picture, with strong satisfaction in democracy, but 
evidence of increased discrimination. 

The percentage of people who are satisfied with 
the way that democracy works in Ireland is at  

76% (2021), making it the fifth highest in the EU 
behind Denmark, Luxembourg, Sweden and 
Netherlands.  

However, the proportion of the population who 
experienced discrimination in the past two years 
has increased from 12% in Quarter 4 2014 to almost 18% in Quarter 1 2019.  

Average perceived social inclusion in Ireland in 2018 was 7.5 out of 10.  

 

  

Connections, Community and 
Participation Indicators 
Population who feel lonely 
Population with at least two 
people they can rely on 

Civic Engagement, Trust and 
Cultural Expression Indicators 
Persons who experienced 
discrimination in the last two 
years 
Satisfaction with how 
democracy works in Ireland 
Perceived social inclusion 
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2. Understanding Sustainability in Ireland 
A subset of 14, of the overall 35 indicators in the dashboard, have been identified as 
particularly important for sustainable well-being. These were identified as part of a study 
undertaken by the Department of Finance.26 Here, sustainability covers economic, 
environmental and social (including democratic) sustainability and is defined as well-being 
which can be maintained into the future at least at the current level of well-being. It is rooted 
in well-being today which does not come at the expense of well-being tomorrow.   

Reviewing the performance of these 14 indicators, and understanding what type of 
sustainability they convey - economic, social, environmental or democratic, provides a first 
step towards understanding whether quality of life today is undermining resources for future 
generations. 

Of the 14 sustainability indicators, 8 perform positively (measured through a review of 5-year 
trends and/or a comparison with the EU average), 3 perform negatively and a further 3 
indicators have a neutral performance. Although this implies an overall positive picture, a 
closer look reveals specific issues in environmental and economic sustainability. 
 

Environmental Sustainability 
As with the overall picture, the environmental indicators for sustainability perform worse 
overall than the other areas of sustainability (economic, social and democratic). Of the four 
indicators identified that cover environmental sustainability, two perform negatively and two 
perform positively.  

In terms of positive performance, the number of A or B domestic dwelling energy rating has 
increased consistently over time, and the proportion 
of waste to landfill has been decreasing.  

By comparison, the proportion of good quality water 
bodies has decreased over the last five years, and 
greenhouse gas emissions have increased. Per capita, 
Ireland produces the second highest greenhouse gas 
emission in the EU, behind Luxembourg.  The 
performance of these indicators further emphasises the challenges facing the country to 
protect the environment, climate and biodiversity.  
 

Economic Sustainability 
Of the four indicators identified that cover economic sustainability, two perform positively, 
one performs negatively, and the final indicator (average distance to everyday services) cannot 
be assessed as it has only one reference period. 

The net Government financial position has declined over the last five years, this to a large 
extent reflects the fiscal supports mobilised to limit the economic disruption caused by the 
pandemic. 

 

                                                           
26 Department of Finance (2022), Sustainability in the Irish Well-being Framework: A Review 

Environmental Sustainability 
A or B domestic dwelling energy 
rating 
Proportion of water bodies rated 
‘good’ or ‘high 
Greenhouse gas emissions 
Proportion of waste to landfill 

https://taoiseach-gov-ie.fortimailcloud.com/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVA0Pz0+NCh4MzwgPihnajM+PzQ+Pyh9Z2lgb3p7fGszaGpvb2xqN2s5Om1sPDpqOT85NzttOm8/OWw+Ojo/aGo9OzZoO204byh6Mz84Ozo+Pz08Nzwof2dqMzw6WEh+bT1rPj45Nz08Izw6WEh+bT1oPj45Nz08KHxtfnozKG0zOz8oZmpiMz4=&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gov.ie%2fen%2fpublication%2f3da98-sustainability-in-the-irish-well-being-framework-a-review%2f
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By comparison, median household net wealth has increased significantly (by almost 90%), and 
is higher than the EU average. This can provide a buffer for households during economic 
shocks both now and in the future. 

Finally, the number of Research and Development 
personnel in the country has increased slightly over 
the last 5 years, with more researchers per 1,000 
people employed than the EU average. Similar to R&D 
investment figures,27 this is driven by the private 
sector. 

 

Social Sustainability 
There is relatively strong performance across the social sustainability indicators, with some 
issues remaining in labour market slack following the Covid 19 crisis period. Of the four 
indicators identified as important for social sustainability, two perform positively, one reveals 
a neutral performance and the final indicator does not allow assessment of progress due to 
data availability. 

Two indicators relating to health (mental and physical) have been identified as particularly 
important for sustainability. Healthy life years has 
increased steadily over the last five years, and 
performs well in comparison to other EU countries. 
Data availability for mental health means that there is 
no trend or international comparison for population 
reporting depression (16% in 2019). However, overall 
there are indication of a generally healthy and resilient 
population. 

Performance in maths and reading of 15-year olds saw no significant change over the years 
2014-2018, but was high compared to other OECD and EU countries. 

Finally, the labour underutilisation rate28 in 2021 returned to similar levels as was seen in 
2016 following the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on the labour market. The rate was 
approximately the same as the EU average. Generally, this would highlight space for further 
uptake in the labour market across the unemployed, part-time underemployed, and people 
part of the potential additional labour force. However, caution must be applied in interpreting 
labour market statistics during the pandemic period, as they were substantially affected by the 
crisis and associated Government support schemes.  
 

Democratic Sustainability 
There are gaps in available data in the area of democratic sustainability, however a positive 
picture emerges across the two indicators within the dashboard identified as important for 
sustainability. 

                                                           
27 Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (2021), The Research and Development Budget (R&D) 
2019-2020: Government Budget Allocations for R&D. 
28 This indicator refers to the number of persons classified as unemployed, plus those classified as part-
time under employed, plus those outside the labour force who are available for work but not seeking 
work as a percentage share of the total labour force. 

Economic Sustainability 

Median household wealth 

Government net wealth 
Research and Development 
Personnel 
Average distance to everyday 
services 

Social Sustainability 
Healthy life years 

Population reporting depression 
Maths and reading skills of 15-year 
olds 
Labour underutilisation rate 
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There is positive performance in the proportion of the population who are satisfied with how 
democracy works in Ireland. Across the EU, Ireland performs very well, with Denmark, 
Luxembourg, Sweden and the Netherlands the only countries that perform better.  

There is only one reference point for average 
perceived social inclusion, and international 
comparison is not available. However, this was rated 
7.5 out of 10, indicating a generally high level of 
perceived social inclusion. 

 

 

  

Democratic Sustainability 
Satisfaction with how democracy 
works in Ireland 
Perceived social inclusion 
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3. Understanding Equality in Ireland 
 

The CSO Well-being Information Hub also breaks down each indicator by specific cohorts 
chosen for relevance, research and data availability. This allows an examination of equality 
across dimensions, identifying particular cohorts that perform less well than other comparable 
groups across multiple dimensions.  

Through an examination of this data, several cohorts were identified that experience 
inequality across a high proportion of indicators. These are women, single-parent households, 
households with lower incomes, people with long-term sickness or disability, immigrants/non-
Irish, and households in rented accommodation. 

The cohorts explored in the Well-being Information Hub provides a selection of areas where 
inequality may exist within the 35 indicators. This is not intended to be an exhaustive 
exploration of inequality across all of the dimensions found in the Well-being Framework. 
Instead, this seeks to highlight specific cohorts that experience inequality across multiple 
indicators.29 Further exploration of these cohorts across a wider dataset covering all of the 
dimensions would be useful. All of the data explored in this section is available on the CSO 
Well-being Information Hub. 

 

Women 
The dashboard highlights inequality by sex, with women experiencing inequality across 10 out 
of the 12 indicators where there is a breakdown by sex. Inequalities occur across six 
dimensions: 30 

• Subjective Well-being 
 The proportion of school-aged girls happy with their life (85.6%) was lower than 

boys (91.1%) in 2018; 
 

• Mental and Physical Health  
 A higher proportion of females reported depression (16%) than males (11%) in 

2019; 
 A higher proportion of females reported an unmet need for medical attention (2.3%) 

than males (1.7%) in 2020; 
 

• Safety and Security  
 A higher proportion of females were worried often or all of the time that they could 

be a victim of a crime causing physical injury (19%) than males (11%) in 2019; 
 

• Work and Job Quality  
 Females had a higher labour underutilisation rate (14.3%) than males (10.8%) in 

Quarter 4 2021;  

                                                           
29 Number of indicators where a given cohort is experiencing inequality, as a proportion of the number 
of indicators in the CSO Well-being Hub where a breakdown of the cohort is provided. For example, 
breakdown by sex is provided over 12 indicators, and females experience inequality over 10 of these. 
30 Many of the indicators in the dashboard are available by sex, allowing a more thorough examination of 
gender inequality than other groups highlighted in this section. 
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 Similarly, the female employment rate was lower (68.6%) than male (77.2%) in 
Quarter 1 2022;  

 Mean weekly earnings for females was also lower (€696.91) than for males 
(€801.41) in 2020; 
 

• Time Use  
 37% of females reported providing at least 20 hours of care per week in comparison 

with 23% of males in 2019;31  
 33% of females reported a high satisfaction with their time use in comparison with 

36.5% of males in 2018;  
 

• Community, Connections and Participation  
 A higher proportion of females reported feeling lonely at least some of the time 

(19.9%) than males (13.3%) in 2018. 

Inequality in favour of women is seen in two indicators: the number of healthy life years and 
long working hours in main job. 
 

Single-parent Households 
Single-parent households are shown to encounter inequality across 5 out of the 6 indicators 
that are broken down by household type. Inequalities occur across three dimensions: 

• Income and Wealth  
 Single-parent households had lower median equivalised household disposable 

income32 (€19,211) than other households with children (between €22,213 and 
€26,319) in 2021; 

 Single-parent households had the lowest median household net wealth (€4,000) 
compared with other household types (ranging from between €96,800 and 
€361,800) in 2020;  

 Single-parent households reported having great difficulty making ends meet (15.9%) 
than other household types (between 2.4% and 7.9%) in 2021. 
 

• Housing and the Built Environment  
 51% of single-parent households were at risk of poverty after housing costs in 2020 

compared to other types of households (between 9.3% and 41.7%) in 2021. 
 

• Time Use 
 A lower proportion of single-parent households had a high level of satisfaction with 

their time use (23.9%) than other household types (between 24.5% and 57.4%) in 
2018. 

This suggests a particularly entrenched issue with income and wealth for single-parent 
households, given that the housing and built environment indicator also captures housing 
affordability. However, analysis of single-parent households here is limited to indicators in the 
dashboard that are available at household level (often SILC data relating to income). 
 

                                                           
31 As mentioned in Section 1, an indicator which showed those performing very long hours in unpaid 
work (as is available for paid work) would be beneficial. 
32 Equivalised household income is used here as it accounts for the number of adults and children living 
in the household, allowing for more meaningful comparison. 
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Poverty 
Households at risk of poverty or on lower incomes (by quintile)33 encounter inequality across 4 
of the 5 indicators that highlight these issues. These occur across four dimensions: 

• Subjective Well-being 
 In 2018, 50.2% of people at risk of poverty did not feel depressed or downhearted in 

the previous 4 weeks, in comparison with 65.5% of those not at risk of poverty. 
 

• Mental and Physical Health 
 The proportion of the population that experienced depression decreased by income 

quintile, ranging from 11% (very affluent) to 18% (very disadvantaged) in 2019. 
 

• Income and Wealth 
 In a similar pattern, in 2021 the proportion of households making ends meet with 

great difficulty increased over quintiles ranging from 1.4% in the top quintile to 
10.5% in the bottom quintile. 
 

• Time Use  
 Households in the lowest quintile were more likely to provide at least 20 hours of 

care per week (36%) in 2019. This figure decreased over quintiles, with those in the 
highest quintile providing 23%. 

These results highlight how lower incomes impact quality of life across areas beyond purely 
economic issues, in particular mental health. 
 

People with Disability or Poor Health  
People with a disability, a long-term sickness, or poor health encounter inequality across all 4 
of the indicators which provide insights into this group. These occur across four dimensions: 

• Subjective Well-being  
 In 2018, 23.3% of people with fair, bad and very bad self-perceived health status 

rated their overall life satisfaction as high (9 or 10 out of 10), compared to 37.4% or 
57.9% for those with good or very good self-perceived health status respectively. 
 

• Income and Wealth  
 Households headed by an individual unable to work due to permanent sickness or 

disability had the lowest median household disposable income (€19,357) in 2021 
compared to other households ranging from €30,283 to €60,823. 
 

• Knowledge, Skills and Innovation  
 In Quarter 3 2021, the Lifelong Learning Rate of those unable to work due to 

permanent sickness or disability was 3.4%, compared to other economic status’ 
where the rate ranged from 5.9% to 12% (excluding those categorised as students). 
 
 

 

                                                           
33 Based on total disposable income, data of each person’s income are ordered according to the value of 
disposable income. The first quintile group represents the 20% of the population with the lowest 
income, and the fifth quintile group represents the 20% of the population with the highest income. 
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• Civic Engagement, Trust and Cultural Expression  

 People unable to work due to permanent sickness or disability experienced lower 
self-reported social inclusion (6.3 out of 10) than other groups (unemployed had an 
average rank of 6.4, and people with other economic statuses ranged from 7.1 to 8). 

These results suggest disadvantage across a variety of dimensions for this cohort. There is less 
readily available data relating to ability, and a more detailed analysis across the dimensions for 
this cohort would be useful to more thoroughly examine these issues. 
 

Immigrant/Non-Irish 
Immigrant or non-Irish population encounter inequality across all 3 indicators that are 
available for relevant disaggregation on the Well-being Information Hub. These occur across 
three dimensions: 

• Subjective Well-being 
 Immigrant children were less likely to report being happy with their life (84.8%) than 

other population groups (traveller children 88.6%, children with a disability or 
chronic illness, 89.4%), or the average for all children (88.2%) in 2018; 
 

• Work and Job Quality  
 Workers from outside the UK and Ireland had lower mean weekly earnings 

(between €683.55 and €796.79) than Irish or UK nationalities (€815.66 and 
€904.35) in 2020. 
 

• Civic Engagement, Trust and Cultural Expression  
 In Quarter 1 2019, almost twice the proportion of non-Irish people reported 

experiencing discrimination over the previous four weeks (27%) than Irish people 
(16%).  

The results here show issues across a range of areas. However, there is a lack of data on 
nationality and, especially, ethnicity. Further development of this data would support better 
understanding of issues around ethnic and immigrant inequalities. 
 

Rented Accommodation 
Households in rented accommodation are shown to encounter inequality across all 3 
indicators that can be broken down by tenure status. These occur across three dimensions: 

• Income and Wealth  
 Those in rented accommodation have more than 40 times less median household 

net wealth (€5,300) than owner-occupied households (€303,900) in 2020;  
 

• Housing and Built Environment 
 In 2021, the at risk of poverty rate after housing costs was 41.6% for those in rented 

or rent-free accommodation, in comparison with 9.3% for those in owner-occupied 
accommodation.  
 

• Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 
 The proportion of rented or rent-free accommodation that reported problems with 

pollution from traffic or industry was higher (7.6%) than those in owner-occupied 
accommodation (5.4%) in 2019.  
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The results here highlight in particular the impact of tenure status on long-term wealth 
accumulation and economic security.  
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4. Conclusion 
Overall, the dashboard provides a positive picture of the country’s medium-term progress. 
However, the purpose of the well-being initiative is to promote continuous improvement, and 
there are specific areas that have been identified that may support improving living standards, 
equality or sustainability. 

Firstly, the issue of the environment, climate and biodiversity has been highlighted as an area 
of significant and persistent concern both in terms of quality of life today, and sustainability for 
future generations. This is a sustained and increasingly urgent concern. 

Other areas of concern are spread across four further dimensions. In particular, increasing 
levels of Government debt raises issues not just for current quality of life, but also for 
sustainable well-being for future generations.  Other issues include issues with work/life 
balance, a small decrease in childhood life satisfaction, and increasing experience of 
discrimination. 

Importantly, this report also highlights that living standards are not equal, with inequality 
encountered in particular for women, single-parents, people with a disability, immigrants, 
those in rented accommodation, and those experiencing poverty. 

Given its purpose, this Dashboard cannot, and does not intend to, be fully comprehensive. It is 
an addition to, not a replacement of, the in depth economic and statistical analysis supporting 
policy decisions that is undertaken across the Government system and beyond. It is intended 
to provide context to help inform discussions and decisions on priorities and goals, and to think 
about longer-term challenges that face the country, such as climate change, social inclusion 
and protecting future living standard, in a new way by reviewing these areas together in a 
holistic manner. 

This paper provides a first attempt at using the CSO Well-being Information Hub to provide 
high-level, medium-term evidence of progress, sustainability and equality in Ireland 
systematically across economic, environmental and social issues. Over time, data 
improvements and further complementary research can strengthen the value of the well-being 
initiative. This analysis will form a valuable input into the Budget process. 
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5. Well-being Dashboard 
The table below reports the raw data that is discussed in the above analysis. In general, this 
data is taken from the Well-being Information Hub. In many cases, the EU average discussed in 
above analysis is from a different reference period, or slightly different measurements have 
been used. In these cases, the EU average is reported alongside the Irish data, and where 
relevant, the reference period. Where the measurement is different, the figure is italicised and 
explained in the end note. 

 
Indicatori Measure c. 5 Year Change EU averageii 

Subjective Well-being 
Population rating their overall life 
satisfaction as high (%) (SILC, 2018) 

44.4% +13.6 pp 25.5% 

Children aged 10-17 who report 
being happy with their lives at 
present (%) (HBSC, 2018) 

88.2% -3.1 pp Not available 

Population who did not feel 
depressed or downhearted in the 
last 4 weeks (%) (SILC, 2018) 

 
63.4% 

 
+10.4 pp 

Not available 

Mental and Physical Health 

Healthy life years (Eurostat, 2020) 66.2 
+2.7 

(69.6) 
2019iii 

64 

People with mild, moderate, 
moderately severe or severe levels 
of depression in previous two weeks 
(%) (IHS, 2019) 

14% Not available Not available 

Self-reported unmet need for 
medical examination and care (%) 
(SILC, 2020)iv 

2.0% -0.1pp 1.9% 

Knowledge, Skills and Innovation 
Performance in reading/maths of 
15-year olds (PISA, OECD,2018)v 

518/500 
Not statistically 

sig. 
487/489vi 

Lifelong Learning Rate (LFS, Q4 
2021) 

11.5% 2.5 pp 9.2% 

Headcount of R&D personnel in 
Business Sector, Higher Education 
Sector and Public Service (CSO & 
DFHERIS, 2019) 

50,663 +5.8% 
0.99% 

(IE 1.1%) 
2020vii 

Income and Wealth 

Households making ends meet with 
great difficulty (%) (SILC, 2021) 

5.6% 
-9.2 pp 
(7.5%) 

2019viii 

7.6% 
(IE 6.1%) 

2020 

Median real household disposable 
income (SILC, 2021) 

€46,471 
+22% 

(€42,000) 
2019ix 

€17,677 
(IE €26,655) 

2020x 

Median household net wealth 
(HFCS, 2020) 

 
€193,100 

 
+88.2%xi 

€99,460 
(IE €179,090) 

2017 

Net government wealth (2021) -€175,247m      -13.3% 
-36% GDP 

(IE -47% GDP) 
2020xii 

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-wbhub/well-beinginformationhub/


Understanding Life in Ireland: The Well-being Dashboard 2022 

 
25 

Housing and the Built Environment 
New dwelling completions (CSO, 
2021)xiii 

20,433xiv +15,858 Not available 

A or B Domestic Building Energy 
Ratings (%)xv (BER, 2021) 

 
39.2% 

 
+22.4 pp 

Not available 

At risk of poverty rate after rent and 
mortgage interest (%) (SILC, 2021) 
 

 
19% 

 

 
Not available 

 
30%xvi 

Average distance to everyday 
services (CSO) xvii 

 Not available Not available 

Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 
Pollution, grime or other 
environmental problems (%) (SILC, 
2019) 

6% +1.3pp 
13.7% 

(IE 8.2%) 
2020 

Proportion of water bodies assessed 
as ‘high’ or ‘good’ (%) (EPA, 2013-
2018) 

53% 
 

-7 ppxviii 
 

Not available 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions (CO2, 
N2O, CH4, HFC, PFC, SF6) ('000 
Tonnes CO2 Equivalents) 
(EPA, 2019) 

59,777 +1,715 
8.2 

(IE 12.8)xix 

Waste sent to landfill (% of managed 
waste) (Eurostat/EPA, 2020) 

22.5% 
-3.2% 

(2016) 
22.8% 

Safety and Security 

Murder rate per 100,000 population 
(CSO Crime Statistics, 2021) 

0.7 0.46 
0.89 

(IE 0.69) 
2019 

Number of persons injured or killed 
on roads (RSA 2019) 

7,710 -552 Not available 

Population who worry they could be 
a victim of a crime causing physical 
injury often or all the time (%) (Crime 
and Victimisation, 2019) 

15% Not available 
74% 

(IE 76%)xx 

Work and Job Quality 

Employment rate (15-64 years) (%) 
(LFS, Q1 2022) 

72.8% +5.9 pp 
69.2% 

(IE 72.8%) 
Q42021xxi 

Labour market underutilisation rate 
(share of underemployed, 
unemployed or potential additional 
labour force) (%) (LFS, Q4 2021)xxii 

12.4% +0.2% 
13% 

(IE 13.5%)xxiii 

Mean weekly earnings (EHECS, Q4 
2021) 

€864.51 +€146.99 
€14,437 

(IE €22,099) 
2021xxiv 

Time Use 
Long working hours in main job (% 
employed persons) (LFS, 2020)xxv 

9.5% +0.9% 
7.4% 

(IE 8.6%)xxvi 
Carers providing at least 20 hours of 
care per week (Irish Health Survey, 
2019) 

31% Not available Not available 

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-mdsi/measuringdistancetoeverydayservicesinireland/generalresults/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-mdsi/measuringdistancetoeverydayservicesinireland/generalresults/
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Population satisfied with time use 
(amount of leisure time) (rating 0 -
10) (SILC, 2018) 

7.5 +0.5 6.8 

Connections, Community and Participation 
Population who feel lonely at least 
some of the time (%) (SILC, 2018) 

16.6% Not available Not available 

Population with more than two 
people they are close enough to that 
they could count on, if they had a 
serious problem (%) (Irish Health 
Survey, 2019) 

77% Not available 
91% 

(IE 96%)xxvii 

Civic Engagement, Trust and Cultural Expression 
Population satisfied with the way 
democracy works in Ireland (%) 
(Eurobarometer, Spring 2021) 

76% Not available 55% 

Perceived social inclusion (rating 0 - 
10) (SIL, 2018) 

7.6 Not available Not available 

Population who experienced 
discrimination in the past two years 
(%) (Equality and Discrimination 
Module, Q1 2019) 

18% +6 pp Not available 

 
As at May 2022 

 

i Statistics relate to population aged over 15 years, unless stated otherwise.  
ii For reference years up to 2019, compared with EU-28. For reference years 2020 and afterwards, compared 
with EU-27. 
iii A time series break in 2020 means that the trend must be measured to 2019, but comparison with EU 
average can be assessed for 2020. 
iv This data is from Eurostat SILC data ‘Self-reported unmet need for medical examination and care’ 
[SDG_03_60]. The data available on this issue on the CSO Well-being Information Hub does not have a trend or 
EU comparison, and is used to examine issues relating to equality. 
v Data taken from PISA mean score in reading and maths performance from report available here 
https://www.oecd.org/education/pisa-2018-results-volume-i-5f07c754-en.htm pp. 217, 218, 238, 242. Well-
being Information Hub explores specific proficiency levels rather than mean scores. 
vi OECD average.  
vii Number of researchers as a proportion of people employed. Eurostat table [rd_p_perslf]. 
viii Due to a break in time series, the trend here is for 2014-2019 rather than 2021. 
ix Due to a break in time series, the trend here is for 2014-2019 rather than 2021. 
x Eurostat calculates median equivalised income which adjusts for the number of persons living in the 
household. Eurostat table [ilc_di04].   
xi Only available for 2013, 2018 and 2020. Therefore, the reference year here is 2013. 
xii OECD median general government financial wealth. Given problems with measuring Ireland’s growth using 
GDP, this figure provides a more positive picture than alternative measures such as GNI*. Data available here: 
https://data.oecd.org/gga/general-government-financial-wealth.htm 
xiii Construction of housing is particularly affected by economic cycles, and therefore a five-year trend here 
might be misleading. For context, in 2010, 14,602 new dwellings were completed and in 2005, 85,957 new 
dwellings were completed. This indicator does not consider changes in population, and resulting changes in 
demand. 
xiv The CSO well-being hub provides quarterly data, this figure represents the sum of the data from the four 
quarters of 2021 
xv Percentage of houses with BER ratings. 
xvi Eurostat table [ilc_li48]. 

                                                           

https://www.oecd.org/education/pisa-2018-results-volume-i-5f07c754-en.htm
https://data.oecd.org/gga/general-government-financial-wealth.htm
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xvii This indicator shows the average distance from a variety of everyday services. Rather than choosing one 
particular service to highlight here, this text links to the CSO release. 
xviii Comparison between 2013-2018 and 2010-2012 
xix Tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions per capita. Eurostat table [t2020_rd300]. 
xx Proportion of people who feel safe walking alone at night, OECD average. 
xxi Available at Eurostat [LFSI_EMP_Q]  
xxii As a proportion of total labour force plus Potential Additional Labour Force (PALF). 
xxiii Available at Eurostat [LFSI_SLA_Q] 
xxiv Annual net earnings. Available at Eurostat [EARN_NT_NET]. 
xxv Defined as the proportion of employed persons usually working 49 hours or more per week in their main 
job. 
xxvi Eurostat table [lfsa_qoe_3a2]. 
xxvii Proportion of people who believe they know someone they could rely on in a time of need. OECD average. 
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