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Quantitative Tracker 
The nationally representative sample of 1,600 people conducted on behalf of the Department of 
Health by Amarach Research on 14 Feb 2022 published here has revealed:  
 
Amarach Tracker  

- The level of worry is down to 4.8, similar to last August and around the lowest level seen 

throughout the pandemic 

- 75% of the population think the worst of the pandemic is behind us, 4% think it is ahead of 

us 

- 55% think Ireland is returning to normal at about the right pace, 14% think it too slow and 

31% think it too quick 

- 72% say they will continue to social distance in queues and 52% say they will continue to 

wear a face mask in public 

Vaccine module 
- 27% of the population say they have tested positive for Covid, 66% know someone in their 

immediate circle who have tested positive for Covid 
- 58% of those under 35 think they will probably be infected with Covid 
- The main reasons for not getting boosters are  

o I don’t think the booster will make any difference 
o I have had Covid and have to wait 
o I feel safe enough as I am already fully vaccinated 

- 30% of adults have taken an antigen test for Covid-19 in the last week, 7% were positive for 
Covid. Approx three quarters of those with a positive result registered it on the HSE portal 
 
 

Qualitative Data (based on Focus Groups on 7 Feb) 
1. The Irish people are in buoyant mood – especially the young who embrace living in the 

active voice again. Most do so with an awareness that although the pandemic has abated, 
it’s not over, over – and hence a mindset of caution is appropriate 

2. Covid, its effects diluted by Omicron and the high levels of vaccination, has become a 
disease which people do not want to transmit to others - rather than one that excites dread 
in of itself. Antigen testing has proven to be a powerful, pragmatic tool for people to keep 
this in check 

3. In the opinion of these citizens, Contact Tracing is no longer functioning, and should likely be 
stepped down. It is intuitive to most, given Omicron’s speed of transmission, that contact 
tracing is an act of personal responsibility 

4. It will take society some time to learn the normalcy of socialising which is acceptable. It may 
be that ‘social proximity consent’ develops, whereby the way in which we greet and connect 
is communicated in a more bespoke manner. In short, some people are not ready for hugs  

5. Citizens who are booster resistant were also vaccine resistant. The difference is that the case 
for boosters has not been made for them – and the incentives to take the booster have 
declined sharply. To make headway with this cohort, benefit-led, evidence-based 
communication is required 

 
Campaigns currently on air 
1. HSE: COVID-19 Vaccines and booster invitations 
2. Stay home if symptomatic 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6b4401-view-the-amarach-public-opinion-survey/

