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How do I find the courses?
The Adult Education Guidance and Information Service
(AEGIS)provides access to a quality, free, impartial, confidential, 

and professional guidance counselling service. This service provides 
support and information on education courses, careers, skills, and the job 
market in the local and surrounding area and will help guide you in the 
right path. 
Fetch Courses is a search resource designed to help you find the course 
that’s right for you. It will give you information on available        courses, 
their requirements and content, location, and contact details. You can 
apply for courses on this portal. You can also apply on the Central 
Applications Office (CAO) which hosts a wide range of Further Education 
and Training  options at level 5 and 6, or directly to the college you wish to 
attend by email or in person.

What is the Further Education System in Ireland?
Further Education and Training or FET, offers a wide variety of 
life-long education options to anyone over 16 years of age. 
Further Education and Training  includes core literacy and numeracy 
services, community and adult education, Post Leaving Cert1 (PLC) 
courses, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. Further Education 
and Training  courses and programmes are provided through the 
Education and Training Board network throughout the country as well as 
through other local providers including online through SOLAS’ eCollege. 

Further Education and Training  courses are provided at levels one to six 
on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) and are designed for 
anyone over the age of 16 who wants to learn new skills or enhance 
existing skills to get the right job, progress to third-level or to support the 
achievement of personal goals.

1 The Leaving Certificate is the formal State Examination which are completed by students aged approximately 16-19 years
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What types of courses are available?

Basic Adult Learning:
These courses focus on Literacy, Numeracy, English for   
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) & Digital Skills. They are 

available in Adult Learning Centres and other centres in the community 
as Community Education. Fáilte Isteach is a community project, which 
provides migrants with conversational English classes throughout 
Ireland. These courses are very informal and offer a relaxed approach to 
learning.

Returning to Learning: 
These courses focus on providing basic employment skills and basic 
vocational training. They are available in local areas and are conducted 
in Adult Learning Centres, Community Training Centres and Youthreach 
Centres. Youthreach Centres are second-chance education centres for 
those aged 15-21* years of age who have left school. All of these options  
are provided in a group class setting and support is provided by tutors.

Vocational Skills:
These courses provide training in a range of specific disciplines such as 
Business, Science, Engineering, Healthcare, Childcare. They are available 
in Post Leaving Cert (PLC) Colleges and Training Centres and contain a 
substantial work experience component.

Apprenticeships offer accredited programmes of structured education 
and training which combine and alternate learning in the workplace with 
learning in an education and training centre.

eCollege offers an online training that provides a range of high quality 
interactive online learning courses, available any time through 
broadband Internet access, for those who wish to learn at their own 
pace.

*Local eligibility criteria may apply


