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Frequency Asked Questions 

Protein Aid & Protein Cereal Mix (50/50) Crop Schemes 

 

 

Q. What are the eligibility requirements for the scheme? 

A. There are a number of  key eligibility requirements: 

1. You must have submitted a valid 2022 BPS application that complies with all the Terms 

and conditions of that scheme. 

2.  You must have grown one of the eligible Crops Peas, Beans, Lupins or Protein Cereal 

Mix(50/50) and declared them on your 2022 BPS application. 

 

Q. What are the Protein Aid & Protein Cereal Mix (50/50) Crop Schemes? 

A. The Protein Aid Scheme and the Protein/Cereal Mix (50:50) Crop Scheme are support measures 

for farmers to incentivise an increase in protein crops in 2022, to reduce the dependency on 

imported feed material.  

The Protein Aid Scheme is funded by the EU and provides support for the eligible protein crops of 

beans, peas and lupins.  

The Protein/Cereal Mix (50/50) Crop Scheme will be funded from the National Exchequer. 

 

Q. What is A Protein Cereal Mix Crop? 

A. The Protein/Cereal Mix Crop is a crop that has a seed mix with eligible protein crop seed 

accounting for at least 50% of the seeding rate and the remainder made up of a cereal seed. Eligible 

crops for the protein element of the seed mix are Beans, Peas and Lupins while eligible cereals are 

wheat, oats, barley, rye and triticale. A tolerance of 10% in absolute terms of a lower protein crop 

seed inclusion rate (i.e. not less than 40% protein crop element) will be permitted.   

 

 

Q. How can I apply for the Protein Aid & Protein Cereal Mix(50/50) Crop Schemes?  

A. Simply declare all the crops planted on your 2022 Basic Payment Scheme online 

application. You are required to do this anyway. Don’t forget to update your maps to show 

the correct parcels for 2022. As with previous years, where you have declared crops eligible 
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under the Protein Aid Scheme (Peas beans, or Lupins) you will be eligible for payment under 

this Scheme. Once you have complied with the terms and conditions for this scheme. 

However, for the nationally funded crop type (Protein/Cereal Crop Mix(50/50)), the 

Department will then write to eligible farmers in June 2022, inviting them to apply for the 

scheme.   

 

 

Q. Can a farmer who did not submit a 2022 BPS application join the Protein Aid & Protein 

Cereal Mix (50/50) Crop Schemes 

A. No, a farmer must have submitted a valid 2022 BPS application to be considered eligible 

for the Protein schemes.  

 

Q. If I take over my parents’ farm in 2022 can I apply? 

A. Yes, apply for the 2022 BPS declaring all your land and crops as required, making sure 

that the transfer of the herd number and entitlements has also been done. The Department 

will then determine your eligibility for this scheme based on your 2022 BPS application. 

 

Q. I am a new entrant in 2022. Am I eligible? 

A.  Yes, once you submit a valid 2022 BPS application and declare the eligible crops. 

 

Q. Can farmers amend their 2022 BPS application? 

A. Yes,  if you  have already submitted your BPS application for this year and now want to 

amend your application, you can log back in to www.agfood.ie  to make any amendments 

but you must make sure you do so before the deadline of 31st  May 2022. 

 

 

Q. Is it permissible to whole-crop the eligible crop? 

A. Yes, the eligible crop can either be harvested or whole-cropped and ensiled. 

 

http://www.agfood.ie/
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Q. Can the crop be sold or must it be kept on farm? 

A.  The crop can be grown for feed on-farm, traded farm-to -farm or sold to a merchant. 

 

Q. Is it okay to split parcels? 

A. Yes, where a large parcel is sub-divided into A and B etc. the sub-divided parcel is eligible. 

 

 

Q. Are partnerships eligible to apply? 

A. Farmers in a farm partnership registered with the Department are eligible provided that 

the partnership submitted a valid BPS application in 2021 and 2022. 

 

 

Q. Will a farmer lose ANC payment if s/he sows a protein crop? 

A. No, tillage lands situated in designated areas are eligible for ANC payment in 2022. 

 

Q. Is Arable Silage(no grass) eligible? 

A. Arable Silage (no grass) may also be eligible, if the seed mix is line with the requirements above. If 

so, applicants should amend their BPS application to select the correct crop type i.e. Protein/Cereal 

Mix (50:50). Payment will not be made on area declared as Arable Silage (no grass). 

 

 

 

 

 


