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Frequency Asked Questions 

Tillage Incentive Scheme  

 

Q. What is the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. The Tillage Incentive Scheme (TIS) is a new support measure for farmers to encourage them 

to sow additional eligible tillage crops in 2022 on land that was in grassland and other non-

tillage crops1 in 2021 so as to reduce the dependency on imported animal feed materials. 

 

Q. How can I apply for the Tillage Incentive Scheme?  

A. Plant additional tillage crops in 2022 on land that was in grassland or other non-tillage 

crops in 2021. Simply declare all the crops planted on your 2022 Basic Payment Scheme online 

application. You are required to do this anyway. Don’t forget to update your maps to show 

the correct parcels for 2022. The Department will then write to eligible farmers in June 2022, 

inviting them to apply for the scheme.   

 

Q. How will I know if I am eligible for the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. Eligibility for the Tillage Incentive Scheme will be determined by comparing the person’s 

BPS applications in 2021 and 2022. The Department will write to eligible farmers in June 2022, 

inviting them to apply for the scheme. Ask yourself will you have more hectares of tillage in 

2022, if the answer is yes, how many of those extra hectares were in grassland or non-tillage 

crops in 2021. This will be the number of hectares payable under this scheme.   

 

Q. Why are you not paying simply on increased tillage hectares? 

A. The scheme is to incentivise additional tillage crops so as to reduce the risk of a shortage 

of animal feed. If the Department simply paid every farmer who increased his/her tillage area 

for 2022 without checking to see if this additional land was also in tillage the previous year, 

the payment could well result in no net gain. The only way to ensure that the payment will 

result in increased tillage area is to check at farm level that there was an increase in tillage 

hectares and if so, how many of these hectares were in grass the previous year.  

 

 
1 See page 3 below for full list of crops that are considered as grassland for the purposes of this scheme. 
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Q. Can a farmer who did not submit a 2022 BPS application join the Tillage Incentive 

Scheme? 

A. No, a farmer must submit a valid 2022 BPS application to be considered eligible for this 

tillage scheme.  

 

Q. Can a farmer who did not submit a 2021 BPS application join the Tillage Incentive 

Scheme? 

A. Yes, where the land being declared in 2022 was not on a BPS application in 2021, the 

Department may require evidence from the applicant to prove that the lands were not in crop 

production in 2021. 

 

Q. If I take over my parents’ farm in 2022 can I apply? 

A. Yes, apply for the 2022 BPS declaring all your land and crops as required, making sure that 

the transfer of the herd number and entitlements has also been done. The Department will 

then determine your eligibility for this scheme based on your 2022 BPS application compared 

to your parent’s BPS application in 2021.  

 

Q. I am a new entrant in 2022. Am I eligible? 

A.  Yes, if you are setting up in 2022 and not taking over an existing farm you can apply.  Simply 

declare all your parcels on your 2022 BPS application and give details of all your land including 

the tillage crops you planted in 2022. The Department will check if your tillage parcels were 

in grassland or tillage in 2021 and will pay on them if they were in grassland in 2021.    

 

Q. Can farmers amend their 2022 BPS application? 

A. Yes,  if you  have already submitted your BPS application for this year and now want to 

take on additional land, you can log back in to www.agfood.ie  to make any amendments but 

you must make sure you do so before the deadline of 16th May 2022. 

 

 

Q. What are the eligibility requirements for the scheme? 

A. There are two key eligibility requirements: 

http://www.agfood.ie/
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1. There must be an increase in the total tillage crops grown on the holding in 2022 versus 

2021. Tillage crops are defined as the Tillage Incentive Scheme eligible crops (barley, wheat, 

oats, rye, oilseed rape, maize, and beet), and the following protein Crops, i.e. peas, beans, 

lupins and protein/cereal mix (50:50) crop.  

2. The increased area eligible for payment is determined by the area of grassland or non-

tillage 2021 parcels converted to eligible crops. Taking the example of a 10 Hectares increase 

from above. 

a. If 10 Hectares increase is due to conversion of 10 Hectares grassland parcel(s) then 

the full 10 Hectares increase will be deemed eligible for payment. 

b. If 10 Hectares increase is due to rent, lease, purchase of tillage parcel as declared 

on 2021 BPS, then the increased area will not be eligible for payment 

c. If 4 Hectares of the 10 Hectares increase is due to conversion of grassland to eligible 

crops, and 6 Hectares from acquisition of a 2021 BPS tillage parcel then only 4 Hectares 

of the increased area in 2022 will be deemed eligible.  

 

Q. Are protein crops eligible for the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. Protein crops planted on grassland or other non-tillage crops are not eligible for payment 

under the Tillage Incentive Scheme. Support for protein crops is provided separately under 

the Protein Aid Scheme. 

 

Q. What crops are considered grassland and other non-tillage crops? 

A. The crops considered as grassland and other non-tillage crops in 2021 include Alfalfa, 

Clover, Fallow, Grass (Year 1-5), Grassmeal, Hemp, Lucerne, Miscanthus Sinensis, Permanent 

Pasture, Potatoes, Red Clover and Willow. 

 

Q. What crops are eligible for the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. The eligible crops include Oats – spring, Oats – winter, Wheat – winter, Wheat –spring, Rye, 

Barley – winter, Barley – spring, Oilseed Rape – winter, Oilseed Rape – spring, Maize, 

Fodder/sugar beet.  

 

Q. Will the Department be carrying out checks? 
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A. Yes, the Department will be using all available resources and technologies to check that an 

eligible tillage crop was properly established and harvested. 

 

Q. What inspections and controls will be in place? 

A. Remote sensing (satellite) and field inspections will be carried out to ensure crops are 

grown to a good commercial standard, in terms of adequate seeding rate, crop establishment 

and management. The Department will expect farmers to grow a crop to best commercial 

practice to achieve a reasonable crop yield. Crops may be subject to inspection to determine 

that growers have followed best practice in terms of seed rate, and other inputs. 

Q. Will mixed crops be eligible? 

A. No, mixed crops e.g., arable silage, mixed cropping etc. are not allowed. 

 

Q. Are combi crops eligible? 

A.  No, combi crops are defined as mix of a protein peas, beans with a cereal. They are not 

eligible for the Tillage Incentive Scheme but are eligible for €150 per Hectare payment as a 

protein crop.  

 

Q. Are beans, peas, lupins or a mix of protein and a cereal crop eligible? 

A. No, but they are eligible for support as protein crops.  

 

Q. Can crops be undersown with grass? 

A. Yes, crops may be undersown with grass but the eligible tillage crop must be sown and 

maintained to a commercial standard in terms of plant stand, weed control etc,  e.g. in the 

case of spring barley a plant count of 300-350 per square metre must be established 

 

Q. Natura land e.g. SAC, SPA etc: Can this be converted to eligible crops under Tillage 

Incentive Scheme? 

A. There is no specific exemption for this scheme. You must comply with requirements and 

seek permission from National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
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Q. Is it permissible to whole-crop the eligible crop? 

A. Yes, the eligible crop can either be harvested or whole-cropped and ensiled. 

 

Q. Can the crop be sold or must it be kept on farm? 

A.  The crop can be grown for feed on-farm, traded farm-to -farm or sold to a merchant. 

 

 

Q. If a tillage farmer sows maize and beet on tillage ground, is this area eligible? 

A. No, the land on which the additional eligible crops are grown for this scheme must have 

been in grassland or one of the other non-tillage crops in 2021. 

 

Q. If a tillage farmer reseeds 10 Hectares of tillage land but ploughs 10 Hectares of grassland 

will he be deemed eligible on the 10 Hectares of grassland converted to tillage?  

A. No, there must an overall increase in tillage crop area declared by the applicant as well as 

grassland converted to growing an eligible crop. 

 

Q. Is it okay to split parcels? 

A. Yes, where a large parcel is sub-divided into A and B etc. the sub-divided parcel is eligible. 

 

Q. Is there a minimum area required for eligibility? 

A. No, but it is expected parcels will be large enough to justify effort of planting harvesting 

etc. 

 

Q. What will the payment rate be? 

A. The proposed payment rate is €400 per hectare, which reflects a contribution towards the 

increase in the cost of growing tillage crops in 2022 on land that was in grassland in 2021. 

 

Q. Are partnerships eligible to apply? 
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A. Farmers in a farm partnership registered with the Department are eligible for the Tillage 

Incentive Scheme provided that the partnership submitted a valid BPS application in 2021 and 

2022. 

 

Q. Can existing tillage farmers join the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. Yes, an existing tillage farmer can join the Tillage Incentive Scheme if (i) there is an increase 

in the total area of tillage crops grown on the holding in 2022 versus 2021, and (ii) the land 

on which the additional eligible crops are grown for this scheme must have been in grassland 

or one of the other non-tillage crops in 2021. 

 

Q. Can grassland farmers join the Tillage Incentive Scheme? 

A. Yes, grassland farmers can join the Tillage Incentive Scheme if (i) there is an increase in the 

total area of tillage crops grown on the holding in 2022 versus 2021, and (ii) the land on which 

the additional eligible crops are grown for this scheme must have been in grassland or one of 

the other non-tillage crops in 2021. 

 

Q. Is there any relaxation on nitrates regulations e.g. Max 20% tillage area for derogation 

farmers or imports of organic manure? 

A. No relaxation on nitrates regulations. Existing regulations must be followed. 

 

Q. Will a farmer lose ANC payment if s/he sows a cereal crop? 

A. No, tillage lands situated in designated areas are eligible for ANC payment in 2022. 

 

Q. Are GLAS requirements on wild bird cover, environmental management of fallow etc still 

in place? 

A. Yes, GLAS requirements remain in place and must be adhered to in order to avoid penalties 

and possible payment clawbacks. 
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