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Minister’s Vision 

 

On 2nd April 2021, World Autism Awareness Day, I 

announced the Government’s intention to launch an 

Autism Innovation Strategy to deliver real and tangible 

solutions to the challenges and barriers faced by 

people with autism across Ireland.  

While improving disability services and the inclusion 

of people with disability in all parts of Irish life is a 

priority for me and for Government, public awareness, 

discourse and policy around neurodiversity is still a 

relatively new reality. This is where dedicated action 

is required. The Autism Innovation Strategy will 

identify key areas where individuals with autism face 

particular challenges and barriers, and through 

innovation, empowerment and awareness raising we 

will take clear action to tackle these issues together.  

The Autism Innovation Strategy will align with and 

enhance our overarching policy responses and plans 

for supporting people with disabilities, such as the 

National Disability Inclusion Strategy and the 

Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with 

Disabilities. It will play an important role in shaping 

future policies and strategies that are adopted to 

address challenges and barriers faced by the 

community of neurodiverse people in Ireland. 

In line with Ireland’s commitments under the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

I want to ensure that people with autism are given the 

opportunity to participate in the development of this 
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Strategy from inception to launch, and thereafter to be 

involved in monitoring the Strategy’s implementation 

and progress.  

Through this Public Consultation, I wish to invite and 

welcome the submission of views from all who wish to 

contribute to the development of the draft text of the 

Autism Innovation Strategy, and especially to 

encourage and welcome contributions from people 

with autism and neurodiversity, their families, friends, 

representatives and key supporters. 

The Autism Innovation Strategy presents an 

opportunity for Ireland to become a leader across the 

EU and indeed the world on how to achieve a more 

autism-aware society, and I look forward to working 

inclusively and collaboratively to make Ireland a more 

autism-friendly country.  

 

 

 

Minister of State with responsibility for Disability, Anne 

Rabbitte, T.D.
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I - Context 

 

In Ireland, people with autism can still face multiple, varied and complex challenges 

and barriers in all facets of their daily lives, and throughout their lives, from infancy, 

through childhood, into adulthood and old age. The Autism Innovation Strategy will 

pursue priority actions to make substantial progress towards making equality of 

support and equality of opportunity a reality for all people with autism in Ireland today. 

Ireland is committed to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability 

(UNCRPD) and to progressively realising all rights therein. It is therefore critical to 

develop a strategy that coordinates a whole-of-government approach to addressing 

any gaps that exist in supports or responses for people with autism and their families.  

The Autism Innovation Strategy will utilise the key themes of innovation, empowerment 

and awareness raising to accelerate our journey towards being a more fully autism-

inclusive and neurodiverse-friendly society. Progress made under the Autism 

Innovation Strategy will also contribute to existing and future national disability 

strategies, as our understanding of autism, neurodiversity, and people’s lived 

experiences, and the effectiveness of our responses evolve further. 

Most importantly, in line with the UNCRPD, people with autism and neurodiversity, 

their families, friends, co-workers, representatives and support structures will be 

involved in the development of the Autism Innovation Strategy from the outset, and in 

the monitoring of its implementation once adopted.  

There is an existing programme of measures to support the health and educational 

needs of people with autism. 

In terms of healthcare and dedicated services, the HSE’s National Autism Programme 

Board are currently implementing the recommendations of the “Review of the Irish 

Health Services for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder” to shape how services 

can be better delivered to people with autism and create greater awareness of autism.  

The HSE is also providing funding for AsIAm’s Autism Information Line, to provide 

support and advice. 
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In education, the State is working to ensure that all children with special educational 

needs can be provided with an education appropriate to their needs. In that regard, 

there are now 1,854 special classes for children with autism in place. The Department 

of Education also provides a Home Tuition Grant Scheme which provides funding 

towards the provision of a compensatory educational service for children who, for a 

number of specific reasons, are unable to attend school or cannot a secure a suitable 

school placement. Early educational intervention for children with autism who meet 

the scheme’s eligibility criteria is provided under the Home Tuition Grant Scheme. 

In higher education, nine Higher Education Institutes are designing spaces of respite 

for students with autism and sensory needs to avoid overstimulation. These spaces 

will include advanced technology and equipment such as sensory pods and modules, 

low lights, sensory projectors and music software. This will have a significant impact 

on the wellbeing of students with autism and will create much more inclusive campus 

environments. 

The vision behind the Autism Innovation Strategy is to build on the existing level of 

service and to specifically identify and develop steps to address gaps and challenges 

in existing provision through innovative action, through empowering individuals and 

families, and by developing awareness of autism and neurodiversity. 

Through this Public Consultation we wish to invite submissions that respond to key 

questions that will inform the content and shape of the initial draft Autism Innovation 

Strategy. There will be a further public consultation to ensure that the actions proposed 

in the Strategy will result in meaningful enhancements to the lives of people with 

autism in Ireland over its lifetime. 
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II - Autism Innovation Strategy Development Process 

 

There are a number of key steps in the development process of the Autism Innovation 

Strategy, the first of which consists of a Public Consultation, followed by the 

establishment of a Strategy Oversight and Advisory Group.  

 

Public Consultation 

This document is in support of the Public Consultation. It is a consultation paper 

containing ideas and questions that will help to inform the shape of the Autism 

Innovation Strategy and actions to be pursued.  

The Public Consultation gives anyone interested in participating in the development 

of the Autism Innovation Strategy the opportunity to submit responses to questions 

outlined in this consultation paper. Responding to these questions, everyone is 

invited to offer their feedback, opinions and insights into the current supports and 

services provided and on what specific issues they feel need to be addressed by the 

Autism Innovation Strategy. The responses received will inform and shape the 

contents of the Autism Innovation Strategy. 

Consultation Period: 29th April – 30th May 

 

Strategy Oversight and Advisory Group 

An Open Call for Expressions of Interest to join the Strategy Oversight and Advisory 

Group will take place following the Public Consultation. The Strategy Oversight and 

Advisory Group’s main role will be to oversee the monitoring and implementation of 

the Strategy. This Group will be chaired by Minister of State with responsibility for 

Disability, Anne Rabbitte, T.D. It is intended that this Group would represent lived 

experience as much as possible. 
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III - Next Steps in the Autism Innovation Strategy Development Process 

 

Following the conclusion of the Public Consultation and the establishment of the 

Strategy Oversight and Advisory Group, the Department of Children, Equality, 

Disability, Integration and Youth, will lead efforts across Government to develop a draft 

strategy text. 

An inter-departmental Strategy Development Group will be established for this 

purpose and it will ensure that the responses received during the Public Consultation 

are fully considered.  

Once the Autism Innovation Strategy has been drafted, there will be a second Public 

Consultation to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to participate in the 

finalisation of the actions adopted by Government. 

Questions regarding the Expression of Interest process can be sent to 

Autism_Strategy@equality.gov.ie under the subject line ‘Autism Innovation Strategy 

EoI Query’.
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IV - How to Participate in this Public Consultation 

 

This Public Consultation is an opportunity for anyone interested in participating in the 

development of the draft Autism Innovation Strategy to submit their views and offer 

feedback, opinions and insights into the current supports and services provided, what 

they feel works well and what needs to be addressed by the Autism Innovation 

Strategy. The responses received will inform and shape the draft Autism Innovation 

Strategy which will be the subject of the second Public Consultation.  

Questions regarding the Public Consultation can be sent to 

Autism_Strategy@equality.gov.ie under the subject line ‘Autism Innovation Strategy 

Consultation Query’. 

 

Key Information 

Consultation Period: 

29th April – 30th May  

 

Submission of Views: 

 

Responses to the consultation questions in this paper can be submitted via the 

following link 

 

An Easy to Read version of this paper is available here. Responses from those 

relying on the Easy to Read consultation paper and questions can be sent as text via 

email to Autism_Strategy@equality.gov.ie 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Autism_Innovation_Strategy_Survey_2022
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/9a181-public-consultation-on-the-autism-innovation-strategy/
mailto:Autism_Strategy@equality.gov.ie
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Part B 

Consultation Topics and Questions
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Consultation Topic 1: Key Themes in the Autism Innovation Strategy 

 

The Autism Innovation Strategy will make real and tangible differences through actions 

that: 

1. Innovate 

2. Empower 

3. Raise Awareness 

 

Innovation 

The Autism Innovation Strategy aims to identify innovative practices and approaches 

to enhancing the everyday experiences of people with autism.  

Embracing innovation and innovative responses in the areas of education, 

employment, health and housing are critical to the success of the actions that we must 

pursue under the Autism Innovation Strategy. ‘Outside the box’ ideas are needed to 

improve and enhance the experiences of people with autism in the delivery of services 

and supports. 

Question 1: Do you have examples of innovations that could be adopted 

nationally through the Autism Innovation Strategy to enhance the ways in which 

people with autism access services and receive support? 

 

Empowerment 

Empowerment is central to the inclusion and acceptance of people with autism in Irish 

life. As such, it is critical that the Autism Innovation Strategy places the many voices, 

perspectives and experiences of people with autism and their families at the heart of 

planning, policy-making and decision-making processes that affect them. 

Empowerment increases the autonomy and choice of people with autism to reach their 

full potential and to become active participants in a society that accepts them fully and 

inclusively. There is a need to prioritise empowerment in the Autism Innovation 
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Strategy to ensure that autistic people live fulfilling lives in the community, and in doing 

so we need to recognise that this compels us to reach beyond traditional services to 

create truly inclusive communities across Ireland. 

Question 2: Do you have examples of good practice in terms of the 

empowerment of people with autism that could be adopted nationally through 

the Autism Innovation Strategy? 

 

Awareness 

A national conversation about the challenges faced by autistic people has developed 

in recent years, and this has led to the development of an awareness across society 

that no two cases of autism are the same. Autism is often described as a “spectrum” 

as not all people will have the same profile of differences or have the same support 

needs.  

Through the Autism Innovation Strategy, awareness raising is central to building an 

understanding of what we must do to better address the diversity of barriers that 

people with autism face. Understanding the needs and challenges faced by people 

with autism is critical to ensuring that all public bodies adopt appropriate and inclusive 

policies and practices. 

Question 3: Do you have examples of good practice in terms of awareness 

raising that could be adopted nationally through the Autism Innovation 

Strategy? 
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Consultation Topic 2: Structure of the Autism Innovation Strategy 

 

The aim of the Autism Innovation Strategy is to identify clear actions that the 

Government will achieve within the space of 18 months. Recognising that the barriers 

and challenges faced by people with autism in Ireland today are varied and diverse, it 

is important that the Autism Innovation Strategy identifies actions that will make the 

biggest difference to as many people as it can throughout its lifetime. 

Through this consultation process we want to identify actions that innovate, empower 

and raise awareness to: 

1. Create an Autism Affirming Society 

2. Ensure Equality of Access to Public Services 

3. Develop Accessible, Inclusive Communities 

4. Build Capacity & Self Advocacy 

In its most basic form, the table below illustrates how the actions in the Autism 

Innovation Strategy may be structured: 

 

 PILLARS 

Autism 

Affirming 

Society 

 

Equality of 

Access to 

Public 

Services 

 

Accessible, 

Inclusive 

Communities 

 

Building 

Capacity 

& Self 

Advocacy 

 

T
H

E
M

E
S

 

Innovation     

Empowerment     

Awareness     
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Question 4: What are the main issues, challenges and barriers that the Autism 

Innovation Strategy should focus on responding to in a 12-18 month time 

period? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 5: Do you have suggestions for clear and impactful actions that could 

be included to ensure that the Autism Innovation Strategy responds clearly and 

directly to the main issues, challenges and barriers that you have identified? 
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Consultation Topic 3: Actions to Align With and Enhance Existing National 

Strategies 

There are two national policy frameworks aimed at implementing the UN Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) to improve the lives and 

livelihoods of all people with disabilities in Ireland, including people with autism. 

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2022 

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) takes a whole-of-government 

approach to improving the lives of people with disabilities and creating the best 

possible opportunities for people with disabilities to fulfil their potential. The NDIS 

Steering Group oversees the implementation of the Strategy. The Group is chaired 

by the Minister of State with responsibility for Disability, Anne Rabbitte TD, and 

includes representatives of Government Departments, the National Disability 

Authority, and members of the Disability Stakeholder Group (DSG).  

A Mid-Term Review of the NDIS was published in 2020. This review confirmed that 

stakeholders want the emphasis of the framework for action to be on implementing 

existing commitments within the Strategy and on fulfilling obligations that arise from 

Ireland’s ratification of the UNCRPD. 

The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities 2015-

2024 

The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities (CES) sets out 

a ten-year approach to ensuring that people with disabilities who are able to and who 

want to work are supported and enabled to do so. Having a job brings economic 

independence, social inclusion, and personal fulfilment. This is why a Government 

strategy for the employment of people with disabilities is important. 

The strategy’s six priority areas are:  

 Build skills, capacity and independence 

 Provide bridges and supports into work 

 Make work pay 

 Promote job retention and re-entry to work 
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 Provide co-ordinated and seamless support 

 Engage employers 

 

The Comprehensive Employment Strategy is a cross-government approach that 

brings together actions by different Departments and state agencies through action 

plans in a concerted effort to address the barriers and challenges that impact on the 

employment of people with disabilities. Implementation is overseen by an 

Implementation Group which is independently chaired by Mr. Fergus Finlay. 

 

Question 6: What specific or bespoke challenges or barriers do people with 

autism in Ireland face and how can existing policy responses be strengthened? 

 

Question 7: What innovative, empowering and awareness raising actions would 

you suggest the Autism Innovation Strategy include to compliment, incorporate 

or enhance ongoing actions under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy and 

the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities? 
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Consultation Topic 4: Terminology 

 

The way in which we use terms and terminology is extremely important, as different terms 

mean different things to people and groups across Ireland and the world. 

The Autism Innovation Strategy will aim to adopt terminology that is consistent with the ways 

in which people with autism in Ireland today identify. 

In this consultation paper, the terms ‘autism’ and ‘people with autism’ have been adopted as 

terms of convenience at this point on the journey towards developing the Autism Innovation 

Strategy, without prejudice to any other terminology that might be preferred by individuals or 

groups. 

Through this initial Public Consultation, the Autism Innovation Strategy will adopt inclusive, 

respectful and appropriate terminology throughout and in doing so it will promote the adoption 

of a common language for use when referring to autism across all national strategies. 

 

Question 8: Recognising that language evolves and changes as our understanding of 

autism evolves and changes, how should existing or novel terminology be used 

throughout the Autism Innovation Strategy to refer to autism and people with autism? 

 

 

 

 

 


