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Executive Summary  
 

A key goal of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage is to provide a 

framework for the sustainable management of water resources from source to sea. 

 

The Government’s vision for water services, whether publically provided by Irish Water or 

under the Rural Water Programme, is that they are delivered and developed in line with the 

needs and expectations of users.  Delivery must be in compliance with legal obligations, in a 

fair, equitable and cost-effective manner and in keeping with the principles of social, 

economic and environmental sustainability. 

 

This Framework document sets out the policy context and details of a new funding measure 

under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2025 for the Waste Water Collection 

and Treatment needs of Villages/Settlements that do not have access to these Public Waste 

Water Services. 

 

An allocation of €50 million has been committed under the National Development Plan 

(NDP) for the period 2021 to 2025 for the new funding measure.   

 

The first phase of funding under this new measure will focus on areas of most need.  Villages 

and similar settlements identified as priority locations based on housing and environmental 

needs or on an exceptional basis, villages and similar settlements where in the opinion of 

the local authority, a requirement has been identified.  

 

This Framework document is set out in four Sections as outlined below. 

 

Section 1 sets out the policy context and scope of the new funding measure. 

 

Section 2 sets out general information and the terms and conditions for the new funding 

measure. The section sets out the criteria for the assessment of applications for funding. 

The section should be read with Sections 3 and 4 in particular. 

 

Section 3 sets out the mechanism, including scoring, that will be used by the Expert Panel 

for appraisal of project applications for funding. 

 

Section 4 provides an outline structure and instructions for the content of a feasibility study 

which must accompany each application for funding, i.e. for each proposed project. 

 

The requirement for a feasibility study is being adopted in the interests of better assisting 

local authorities to develop early and comprehensive applications for funding under the 
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new measure.  In this way the villages/settlements that will ultimately be approved for 

funding will have a real and meaningful prospect of a timely and successful outcome. 

 

Local authorities should read this Framework in its entirety prior to completing their 

submission for a project(s).  

 

Any incomplete applications for funding will not be considered and will be returned to the 

local authority. 

 

The new funding measure will be part of the multi-annual programme.  The new measure 

is being launched and applications for funding invited in advance of the upcoming multi-

annual programme.  
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1. The Policy Context and Scope of the New Funding 

Measure 
 

1.1. Overview of Section 1 
 

This section examines the investment needs for waste water collection and treatment needs 

for villages and settlements without access to public waste water  services, along with the 

policy context for the new measure under the Multi-annual Programme.  

 

Details of the new funding measure to address the waste water collection and treatment 

needs for villages and settlements without these services is also outlined in this section.   

 

Finally, the funding available under the NDP to 2025 under the new measure is set out. 

 

1.2. Policy Context for Consideration of any New Funding 

Measure 
 

Under existing Government Policy, there are a number of commitments to: 

 Support communities through investment in sustainable infrastructure; 
 Protect water quality in the environment; and 
 Protect the broader environment.  

The Programme for Government – Our Shared Future1 recognises the importance of 

balanced regional development and identifies the crucial role of the State in achieving this in 

a way that benefits the entire country. 

 

The Programme for Government states that progressive actions should be taken to support 

rural development to achieve the revitalisation of our rural towns and villages.  To achieve 

this, it commits to investment ‘… in infrastructure, including broadband and waste and 

wastewater infrastructure, to support the development of rural towns and villages’. 

 

In relation to water services the Programme for Government notes that: 

‘Water infrastructure deficits impact on the provision of safe and secure drinking 

water, lead to pollution and environmental damage, and present a challenge to 

achieving sustainable development across urban and rural Ireland. 

                                                           
1 Programme for Government – Our Shared Future. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-
programme-for-government-our-shared-future/ 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
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Continued investment in infrastructure is required, to ensure the continued supply of 

good-quality drinking water and the appropriate treatment of wastewater to protect 

our waterways’. 

 

The policy objectives in this Framework document are the Government’s commitment 

towards achieving this development and to ensure that the State complies with the EU 

Water Framework Directive. 

 

Our Rural Future – Rural Development Policy 2021-20252 presents the Government’s 

blueprint and policy measures for a post Covid-19 recovery and development of rural 

Ireland over the period from 2021 to 2025.  

 

The policy document identifies that ‘Deficits in water and wastewater infrastructure present 

a particular challenge to the development of many rural towns and villages …’ and states 

that this issue needs to be addressed to revitalise rural towns and villages.  To address this 

deficit, the policy document identifies ‘Policy Measure 66 - Review the situation in relation 

to water services for towns and villages that are not currently on the Irish Water network’. 

 

In response to Policy Measure 66, the Department has carried out this review on the waste 

water policy requirements of villages and similar settlements that do not have access to 

public waste water infrastructure. 

 

Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland 3 aims to achieve a steady supply of 

housing in the right place with economic, social and environmental sustainability built into 

the system.  It is estimated that Ireland will need an average of 33,000 new homes to be 

provided each year from 2021 to 2030. 

 

Ireland’s waters are subject to growing environmental pressures and are at risk of not 

meeting their environmental objectives as set out under the Water Framework Directive4. 

Ireland is required by the Directive to prevent deterioration of the status of all surface water 

and groundwater; and to protect, enhance and restore the associated bodies with the aim 

of achieving at least ‘good’ ecological status at the very latest by the end of 2027.  

 

                                                           
2 Our Rural Future – Rural Development Policy 2021-2025, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4c236-our-rural-future-vision-and-policy-context/  
3 Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ef5ec-housing-for-all-a-new-housing-plan-for-ireland/  
4 The Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a framework for the 
Community action in the field of water policy or, for short, the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) was 
adopted and published (OJ L 327) in the Official Journal of the European Union in December 2000. See at this 
link: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4c236-our-rural-future-vision-and-policy-context/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ef5ec-housing-for-all-a-new-housing-plan-for-ireland/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
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River Basin Management Planning is a key tool for the implementation of the objectives of 

the Directive.  The approach aims to prevent deterioration and achieve improvements to 

water quality where needed.  This is achieved through a catchment-based approach to 

water management, co-ordinated by stakeholders across the water sector, with meaningful 

public engagement and participation in the development and implementation of plans.  

 

The second-cycle River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-20215, sets out the 

actions that Ireland is taking to improve water quality and achieve ‘good’ ecological status in 

water bodies (rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal waters) by 2027.   

 

The third-cycle Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022-20276 is currently out 

for public consultation.  This third-cycle River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) outlines the 

measures the State and other sectors will take to improve water quality in Ireland’s 

groundwater, rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal waters over the period to 2027.  

 

The River Basin Management Plan process recognises the need for alignment and 

integration with the planning system.  This is in order to ensure effective water 

management and compatibility between planned growth and environmental sustainability.   

 

The Water Services Policy Statement 2018-20257, a statutory requirement arising from the 

Water Services Act 2017, sets out key policy objectives and priorities for water services in 

Ireland until 2025.  The Statement identifies three thematic objectives of quality, 

conservation and future proofing.  The Statement gives clear direction to strategic planning 

and decision making on water and waste water services in Ireland. 

 

The Policy Statement is fully consistent with Project Ireland 20408 - the National Planning 

Framework9 (NPF) and the National Development Plan10 (NDP) – and is reflected in the 

draft River Basin Management Plan. 

Project Ireland 2040 seeks to achieve strategic outcomes, building around the overarching 

themes of wellbeing, equality and opportunity.  The new funding measure strongly 

                                                           
5 River Basin Management Plan 2018–2021, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/429a79-river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021/  
6 Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022 – 2027, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-
for-ireland-2022-2027/  
7 Water Services Policy Statement 2018-2025, Government of Ireland. See at this link:     
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/49364-water-services-policy-statement-2018-2025/  
8 Project Ireland 2040, Government of Ireland. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09022006-
project-ireland-2040/  
9 National Planning Framework, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/daa56-national-planning-framework-ireland-2040-our-plan-npf-2018/  
10 National Development Plan 2021-2030, Government of Ireland. See at this link:    
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/774e2-national-development-plan-2021-2030/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/429a79-river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-for-ireland-2022-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-for-ireland-2022-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/49364-water-services-policy-statement-2018-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/daa56-national-planning-framework-ireland-2040-our-plan-npf-2018/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/774e2-national-development-plan-2021-2030/
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contributes to the achievement of at least four of the strategic outcomes.  These are 

(numbers 1, 3, 8 and 9): 

 

 Compact growth: at least 40% of our future housing needs by building and renewing 

within our existing built-up areas including villages/settlements; 

 

 Strengthened rural economies and communities: 75% of future population growth 

will be outside Dublin across the regions and including rural areas; 

 

 Transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society: includes shaping the water 

sector to be more climate resilient; and 

 

 Sustainable management of water and other environmental resources; efficient 

water services will deliver economic benefits and will lower the environmental 

impact of these services. 

 

Projects being funded under the new measure should be considered from their inception 

stage as achieving these strategic outcomes.  By doing so they will ensure a consistent 

approach between planning objectives under the NPF and investment commitments under 

the NDP. 

 

In the context of the Rural Water Programme, policy objectives are achieved by co-

ordinating Irish Water, local authority, developer and community-led solutions to ensure 

that sustainable water services are progressively implemented. 

 

Funding for water and waste water services under the NDP is delivered primarily through 

Irish Water.  The Department’s Rural Water Programme, plays a key enabling role in 

realising the national planning objectives and strategic outcomes of the NPF in rural areas.  

 

The combined Irish Water and the Department’s Rural Water Programme funding ensures 

that Government objectives for delivering increased housing supply, addressing existing 

deficits, ensuring environmental compliance and revitalising our towns and villages are 

delivered. 

 

Continued investment in rural water and appropriate waste water infrastructure is required 

to ensure a continued supply of good quality drinking water to rural communities.  This 

investment also ensures parity with public water customers. 

 

Overall, the alignment of policy and investment contributes to ensuring that Ireland has 

secure, resilient, high-quality drinking water supplies and appropriate levels of waste water 
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treatment.  These outcomes protect human health, enable social and economic 

development and protect the environment. 

 

The new funding measure is aligned with the principles and objectives of all of the above 

referenced policies programmes, plans, policy statements and frameworks. 

 

1.3. Review of Investment Needs for Areas without these 

Services 
 

In 2021, the Department carried out a review to inform investment policy decisions by 

examining waste water collection and treatment needs for villages/settlements that 

currently do not have access to public waste water infrastructure, i.e. that are not currently 

serviced by Irish Water.  

 

The review addressed three key areas:  

 Existing commitments and supports: examined the existing commitments made by 

Government to support the sustainable growth of rural economies and rural 

communities and the relevant legislative and policy obligations that apply;  

 

 Baseline survey: conducted an analysis of a baseline survey which was completed by 

the Department in 2021 on all rural local authorities to examine the extent of 

villages/settlements that do not have access to waste water collection and 

treatment infrastructure provided by Irish Water; and 

 

 Conclusions and recommendations: the conclusions and recommendations for 

funding through a new measure under the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 

2022-2025.  

 

As part of a consultative process for the review, the Department established an Review 

Group consisting of stakeholders to guide it in the process by providing information, 

expertise and advice on: 

 Public waste water infrastructure: this is to include future plans and funding 

commitments; 

 Environmental considerations: this is to include water environment and wider 

environmental considerations; 

 

 Rural water sector infrastructure: gives consideration to funding under the Rural 

Water Programme; 
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 Planning policy: The provision of key professional advice in relation to national, 

regional and county planning policy implementation, relevant to the matter; and 

 Technical expertise: the provision of key technical expertise on the Water 

Framework Directive, including River Basin Management Planning. 

 

The membership of the Review Group consisted of representatives from: 

 Irish Water; 

 EPA; and 

 Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage (across a range of expert 

areas in particular Planning Policy and Water Services). 

The matter of villages/settlements that do not have access to public waste water 

infrastructure was examined by the group in the context of identifying achievable proposals 

that would align with legislative and policy commitments.  

 

A key conclusion of the input of the Review Group was that any potential solutions must be 

assessed, taking into consideration factors such as housing need, human health and 

environmental need, financial viability, affordability and value for money.  The outcomes of 

the key areas examined are outlined below.  

 

1.3.1. Existing Commitments and Supports 
 

From a capital investment perspective the Government is funding water and waste water 

improvements benefiting towns and villages through the following plans and programmes:  

 Capital Investment Plan (Irish Water); 

 Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme (Irish Water); 

 Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme (Department); and 

 Multi-Annual Developer Provider Infrastructure Resolution Programme 

(Department). 

These plans and programmes target different water and waste water priorities as outlined 

below. 

  

Capital Investment Plan – Irish Water 
 

As the national water utility, Irish Water is delivering improvements to water and waste 

water services throughout Ireland where they are needed most urgently based on a clearly 

defined set of priorities. 
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The main Irish Water capital funding plan for water and waste water is currently their 

Capital Investment Plan 2020-202411.  The Capital Investment Plan (CIP) was prepared 

within the regulatory framework which is set out in legislation, including being reviewed and 

approved by the Commission for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  It follows an extensive 

CRU led stakeholder consultation process during 2018-2019. 

 

The focus of the CIP for waste water is on locations - cities, towns and villages - with public 

(Irish Water) waste water collection networks, with or without treatment infrastructure, 

that are in need of capital investment.  This focus is to meet Irish Water’s national water and 

waste water investment priorities, in particular, their obligations under discharge 

authorisations.  

 

It is evident from the CIP, that the focus of Irish Water’s core level of investment over the 

next 10 years is required to maintain its existing level of service to address water services 

deficits. 

 

The CIP provides a small number of villages/settlements without waste water collection and 

treatment infrastructure with these services.  These are legacy commitments, in small 

numbers, from prior to the establishment of Irish Water. 

 

The CIP supports growth in areas already served by Irish Water infrastructure where current 

or future capacity deficits have been identified, in particular, their obligations under 

discharge authorisations. 

 

Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme - Irish Water 
 

As part of capital investment through their CIP, Irish Water is providing water and waste 

water growth capacity for smaller settlements through their Small Towns and Villages 

Growth Programme 2020-202412.   The focus of the Small Towns and Villages Growth 

Programme (ST&VGP) is on locations that would not otherwise be provided for in their CIP.  

 

The purpose of the ST&VGP is to support growth in smaller towns and villages.  This is 

through providing capacity in Waste Water Treatment Plants (WWTPs).  Capacity may also 

be provided in Water Treatment Plants (WTPs) in suitable cases.  

 

                                                           
11 Capital Investment Plan 2020-2024, Irish Water. See at this link: https://www.water.ie/projects/strategic-
plans/capital-investment-
plan/#:~:text=The%20Capital%20Investment%20Plan%202020,assets%20and%20infrastructure%20to%202024.  
12 See at previous link. 

https://www.water.ie/projects/strategic-plans/capital-investment-plan/#:~:text=The%20Capital%20Investment%20Plan%202020,assets%20and%20infrastructure%20to%202024
https://www.water.ie/projects/strategic-plans/capital-investment-plan/#:~:text=The%20Capital%20Investment%20Plan%202020,assets%20and%20infrastructure%20to%202024
https://www.water.ie/projects/strategic-plans/capital-investment-plan/#:~:text=The%20Capital%20Investment%20Plan%202020,assets%20and%20infrastructure%20to%202024
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The ST&VGP is limited to supporting growth in settlements already served by Irish Water 

infrastructure.  The areas being funded are selected by Irish Water following detailed 

consultation with local authorities, to identify and prioritise areas for investment. 

 

Irish Water is working in partnership with local authorities to support growth and 

development throughout the country, while protecting the environment and safeguarding 

water supplies.  The process ensures that Irish Water investment supports the growth of 

identified settlements where these are prioritised in line with the local authority 

development plans. 

 

The ST&VGP is providing additional treatment capacity, where needed, in Waste Water 

Treatment Plants to cater for growth in small settlements.  This capacity would not 

otherwise be provided for in its CIP, which is based on national water and waste water 

investment priorities. 

 

Investment in local waste water infrastructure provides additional capacity to enable the 

development of new homes, while ensuring that waste water continues to be treated to an 

appropriate standard.  This brings benefits to small towns and villages by ensuring the 

infrastructure is in place to meet the needs of settlements as they continue to grow. 

 

Irish Water is making positive progress in improving water services for small towns and 

villages through its ST&VGP and through delivering its main CIP.  As previously stated, Irish 

Water’s investment focus over the next 10 years is on maintaining and expanding its existing 

waste water infrastructure to ensure compliance with directives including both Water 

Framework and Urban Waste Water Treatment Directives. 

 

Irish Water optimises its investment decisions by prioritising the best possible service 

improvements, while maximising value for money.  Irish Water, as a regulated utility has 

funding constraints and needs to prioritise investment where it is needed most. 

 

The ST&VGP has commenced and will progressively provide more villages/settlements 

currently without waste water collection and treatment infrastructure with these services. 

These are locations where Irish Water has existing localised waste water collection and 

treatment infrastructure, typically focused on small housing estates, that do not cover the 

’core area’ of the village/settlement.  

 

As the ST&VGP is focused on growth it may not, in all cases, provide collection networks 

that extend to cover all of the ‘core area’.  
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The ST&VGP supports growth in town and village areas already served by Irish Water 

infrastructure where current or future capacity deficits have been identified including their 

obligations under discharge authorisations. 

 

Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 
 

The Rural Water Programme13, through State funding, delivers improvements to private 

domestic water services in areas of rural Ireland where there are no public (Irish Water) 

water services through capital investment and support. 

 

The multi-annual programme for the 2019-2021 funding cycle provided funding for waste 

water services under two measures as follows: 

 Community Waste Water Connections (formerly called Public Group Sewerage 

Schemes); and 

 Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (more commonly called septic tanks). 

The strategic objective of the Rural Water Programme is to - through various measures - 

improve the quality, reliability and efficiency of water services for rural dwellers where Irish 

Water services are not available. 

 

The Community Waste Water Connections (CWWCs) measure under the multi-annual 

programme facilitates the continued expansion of the coverage of waste water collection by 

extension off the public (Irish Water) system.  CWWCs enable the elimination of defective 

Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (DWWTSs) where it is viable to do so. 

 

The DWWTSs grant under the programme may be available to assist householders to carry 

out remediation, repair or upgrading works to, or replacement of a defective DWWTS.  The 

aim of the grant, by carrying out these works, is to minimise risks to human health and the 

environment.  The grant is not universal in its application. 

 

The Rural Water Programme delivers improvements to private domestic water services in 

areas of rural Ireland where there are no public (Irish Water) water services. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
13 Rural Water Programme, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a524a-group-water-schemes-and-rural-water-issues/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a524a-group-water-schemes-and-rural-water-issues/
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Multi-Annual Developer Provider Infrastructure Resolution Programme 
 

The Multi-annual Developer Provider Infrastructure Resolution Programme14 through State 

funding, progressively facilitates the resolution of Developer Provider Infrastructure Water 

Services Infrastructure (DPI) in estates that are dependent on this type of water service 

infrastructure. 

 

DPI is a category of legacy water services in a small subset of housing estates that are served 

by standalone water services infrastructure, provided by the developer of the estate. The 

DPI is not connected to the public (Irish Water) water services network.  The DPI consists 

mostly of waste water treatment infrastructure but a small number consist of drinking 

water abstraction and treatment infrastructure.  They are all privately owned facilities. 

 

The investment under the multi-annual DPI programme is to, through resolution of the DPI 

in a sustainable manner, support the taking in charge of these estates by the planning 

authority. 

 

The multi-annual DPI programme provides some villages/settlements currently without 

waste water collection and treatment infrastructure with these services.   These are 

locations where there is existing DPI consisting of localised collection and treatment 

infrastructure, typically focused on small housing estates, and not the ’core area’ of the 

village/settlement.  

 

As the multi-annual DPI programme is focused on the progressive resolution of legacy DPI 

estates, approved projects may not in all cases provide collection systems that extend to 

cover all of the ‘core area’ of the villages/settlements.  Each proposal under the DPI 

programme is considered on a case by case basis for wider collection network needs.  

 

Figure 1 below illustratively shows the potential overlap of Irish Water and Department 

funding for waste water collection and treatment infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 Multi-annual Developer Provider Infrastructure Resolution Programme, Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98ed6-developer-provided-
water-services-infrastructure-dpi/#:~:text=out%20of%20use.-
,Multi%2DAnnual%20Developer%20Provided%20Water%20Services%20Infrastructure%20Resolution%20Progr
amme,in%2Dcharge%20of%20these%20estates.  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98ed6-developer-provided-water-services-infrastructure-dpi/#:~:text=out%20of%20use.-,Multi%2DAnnual%20Developer%20Provided%20Water%20Services%20Infrastructure%20Resolution%20Programme,in%2Dcharge%20of%20these%20estates
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98ed6-developer-provided-water-services-infrastructure-dpi/#:~:text=out%20of%20use.-,Multi%2DAnnual%20Developer%20Provided%20Water%20Services%20Infrastructure%20Resolution%20Programme,in%2Dcharge%20of%20these%20estates
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98ed6-developer-provided-water-services-infrastructure-dpi/#:~:text=out%20of%20use.-,Multi%2DAnnual%20Developer%20Provided%20Water%20Services%20Infrastructure%20Resolution%20Programme,in%2Dcharge%20of%20these%20estates
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/98ed6-developer-provided-water-services-infrastructure-dpi/#:~:text=out%20of%20use.-,Multi%2DAnnual%20Developer%20Provided%20Water%20Services%20Infrastructure%20Resolution%20Programme,in%2Dcharge%20of%20these%20estates


Page | 18  
 

Figure 1 – Interaction of various Irish Water and Department funding programmes 

 
 
The new funding measure will focus on locations that do not have public waste water 
infrastructure and are not being addressed under other programmes, i.e. ST&VGP and the 
multi-annual DPI programme etc.   
 
 

1.3.2. Baseline Survey of Villages and Settlements without 

access to Public Waste Water Services 
 

The majority of our towns and villages have public (Irish Water) waste water collection and 

treatment infrastructure in place.  A number of our smaller rural villages/settlements do not 

have such infrastructure and rely instead on individual appropriate systems (e.g. septic 

tanks, package plants, etc.). 

 

The County Development Plan is the main instrument used by local authorities to set out a 

vision and strategy for the sustainable development in the functional area of the authority. 

The distribution of population and housing within the area of the development plan, is 

referred to in the Planning Act as the ‘settlement hierarchy’ (the term ‘settlement strategy’ 

is also used by planning authorities).  

 

At national level, the NPF sets out parameters for population growth across urban and rural 

areas.  These parameters are further detailed regionally in the three Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategies (RSESs).  The settlement hierarchy of the development plan sits within, 

and must reflect, the national and regional planning hierarchy.  The strategy for smaller 

settlements are defined in the County Development Plan. 
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The settlement hierarchy approach guided the Department in conducting a study on 

villages/settlements that do not have access to public waste water infrastructure provided 

by Irish Water.  Therefore, the focus of the study was on such villages/settlements that are 

expressly listed in the adopted Development Plan for each authority.  

 

The Department conducted a baseline survey in early 2021, assisted by local authorities, to 

establish the numbers, size, national distribution and other environmental impacts of 

villages/settlements that do not have access to public waste water infrastructure provided 

by Irish Water.  Until the 2021 survey was conducted, the exact scale of villages/settlements 

that do not have public waste water infrastructure had not been quantified at a national 

level.  

 

These areas may have deficits in waste water infrastructure, which would include waste 

water collection and treatment systems not currently in place.  This presents an immediate 

challenge to any future development and may also cause local water pollution.  Irish 

Water’s capital investment plans are focused on its existing network. The baseline survey 

helps to clarify these issues. 

 

The survey requested local authorities to provide data on villages and similar settlements 

which have been identified in the settlement hierarchy in each county development plan.  

The survey requested details of any settlement that did not have a public waste water 

collection and central treatment system in place.  

 

The Department has completed further detailed analysis of the data, taking into account 

new developments, including newly adopted County Development Plans and information 

from Irish Water.  This has resulted in a baseline figure of 547 villages/settlements which 

meet the criteria of not having waste water infrastructure (4 of these locations are being 

resolved separately under the DPI programme). 

 

The average population within these areas,  based on its existing residential population is 

112 and the median is 73.  The villages/settlements in the baseline data that do not have 

public waste water collection and treatment infrastructure are spread across 23 rural local 

authorities nationally.  The dispersion of the villages/settlements is shown in Figure 2 below. 
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Figure 2 – Dispersion nationally of villages/settlements that do not have public waste 

water collection and treatment infrastructure 

 

 

 

Analysis of the baseline survey data showed that some of the 547 villages/settlements have 

localised waste water infrastructure servicing small housing estates.  These housing estates 

are either local authority housing estates or private estates that are dependent on 

developer provided water services infrastructure for their domestic waste water services.   

These localised collection networks do not serve the whole of the villages/settlements. 

 

The water supply for most villages/settlements is from the public supply but some locations 

rely on individual domestic water supplies (private wells) while others rely on group water 

schemes. 

 

The survey indicated that a significant number of villages/settlements have evidence of 

potential issues concerning risks to human health and environment, that are associated with 

Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems. The indicators are: 

 a premises in the ‘core area’ that have had one or more Advisory Notice issued on a 

premises under s70(H)(5) of the Water Services Act 2007, as amended15; or  

                                                           
15 Water Services Act 2007, Irish Statute Books. See at this link: 
https://revisedacts.lawreform.ie/eli/2007/act/30/revised/en/html#PART4A 
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 situated within an Area for Restoration and Area for Protection (Areas for Action) 

identified in the draft third-cycle RBMP16.  

Reflecting on the protection of human health and environmental needs, 

villages/settlements within these areas will be the main focus of the new funding measure, 

and will be discussed in more detail later in this Framework document.  

 

Many local authorities are currently reviewing their Development Plans in order to align 

them with the NDP and the RSESs.  It is noted that projects are progressively being rolled 

out and completed under the Irish Water CIP and ST&VGP, the Multi-annual Rural Water 

Programme and the multi-annual DPI programme.  To take account of the progress under 

these reviews and work programmes, the Department will consider reviewing the baseline 

survey at appropriate intervals. 

 

 

1.4. The New Funding Measure for these Areas  without access 

to Public Waste Water Services 
 

The Department review in 2021 identified that demonstration projects would be the most 

effective method of introducing any new funding measure.  In response, a measure to 

support demonstration projects is being included in the Multi-annual Rural Water 

Programme 2022-2025.  

 

The new funding measure is aimed at the progressive expansion of the public waste water 

collection and treatment infrastructure for villages/settlements that are not currently 

served by Irish Water.   

 

The improved waste water services will enable local authorities, as part of their multi-

function role and working in collaborative partnership with the community, to lead with 

other improvements to services and community facilities in the villages/settlements 

concerned.  The public waste water services made available through the new funding 

measure contributes to the potential of the villages/settlements to be better places to live, 

work and visit.  

 

The new funding measure is aligned with the principles and objectives of all relevant 

national policies, policy statements, programmes, plans and frameworks. 

 

                                                           
16 Draft River Basin Management Plan 2022-2027, Page 54, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-
for-ireland-2022-2027/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-for-ireland-2022-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2bda0-public-consultation-on-the-draft-river-basin-management-plan-for-ireland-2022-2027/
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The principal strategic objectives and policy drivers of the new funding measure are as 

follows: 

 Providing opportunities for rural housing: Access to good quality public and other 

services is essential to encourage people to continue to live in rural towns and 

villages and to support the sustainability of rural communities; 

 

 Risk to public health:  the provision of adequate waste water treatment is a public 

health measure.  

 
The discharge of inadequately treated waste water may infect people by direct 

contact or may contaminate groundwater and surface water with pathogens.  These 

waters may be the source of drinking water for private wells, private drinking water 

supplies or for public drinking water supplies. 

 

 Preventing water pollution: Adequate waste water treatment is necessary to 

prevent water pollution.  

 
Elimination of discharges of waste from individual systems, should allow the 

receiving waters to meet the relevant quality objectives and protect sensitive areas 

such as bathing waters and other protected areas.  

 
Where this protection cannot be safeguarded, then investment in appropriate 

collection and treatment infrastructure will be necessary. 

 

The prospects of the strategic objectives being achieved are optimised if there is adequate 

consideration given to the projects at the application for funding stage. 

 
The new funding measure is an initiative to provide for waste water investment needs of 

villages/settlements not currently provided for under Irish Water’s ST&VGP.  The initiative 

will commence with a number of demonstration projects funded under the new measure. 

 

The first tranche of funding will focus on, and target, the areas of most need, based on a 

housing and environmental requirement.  

 

The demonstration projects approved under the new funding measure are expected to be 

commenced, progressed or substantially advanced towards their construction in the period 

to 2025.  It is acknowledged that this is dependent on statutory approvals, technical and 

environmental constraints. 

 

The multi-annual programme optimises the use of available resources. This will be done by 

prioritising high benefit improvements (e.g. water quality, water conservation, 



Page | 23  
 

amalgamation, taking in charge etc.) to existing services or new provision, while considering 

affordability and maximising value for money.  The Department has funding constraints and 

needs to prioritise and direct investment to where it is needed most. 

 

Projects will be expected to take account of both capital and operational costs.  This whole 

life costing approach is an integral part of the successful delivery of these projects. 

 

1.5. Funding Available for the New Measure 
 

Under the NDP over €243 million in funding has been allocated for the period 2021 to 2025 

for (non-Irish Water) investment in rural water infrastructure.  This includes €175 million for 

the Rural Water Programme and €50 million of this is intended for the new funding 

measure. 

 

The progressive increase in funding available from the Department, under the new measure 

for the period to 2025, is set out in Table 1 below. 

 

Table 1 – Projected funding profile for Measure A8 for period of Multi-annual 
Rural Water Programme 2022-2025 broken down by year 

2022 2023 2024 2025 Total 

€5 €10 €15 €20 €50 

 

The funding profile is intended to reflect an anticipated progressive increase in expenditure, 

as the project transitions from planning through design, tendering and ultimately 

construction over the period to 2025 initially.   

 

The proposed investment under the new measure will be in line with the thematic 

objectives of the Water Services Policy Statement.  The investment is underpinned by the 

NDP and is aligned with the NPF. 

 

The upcoming multi-annual programme will run to 2025. As the multi-annual programme is 

continuously progressing, it is anticipated there will be a mid-term review of the NDP (as 

was the case for the capital funding plan for the 2016-2021 period) in 2025.  The mid-term 

review will address funding onwards to 2030 and secure the funding needs and demands on 

the multi-annual programme that will evolve over time - including for the new measure. 

Funding from the Department under the new measure will be co-financed with a 

contribution from local authority resources towards the overall funding needs of the 

projects. 
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The particular justifications behind the co-funding approach for the new measure are: 

1. Equity and fairness between rural dwellers and urban/rural dwellers availing of 

public (Irish Water) services. The provision of a connection to Irish Water 

infrastructure requires the payment of certain costs and fees by the customer.  Irish 

Water has implemented a Charging Policy17 for this which is approved by the CRU18; 

2. Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive sets out the need to ensure adequate 

incentives for users to use water resources efficiently; and 

3. Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive also requires member states to take 

account of the principle of recovery of the costs of water services, including 

environmental and resource costs, in accordance with the “polluter pays” principle. 

 

For certainty the focus of funding under the new measure of the multi-annual programme is 

the provision of waste water collection and treatment needs for villages/settlements 

without access to public waste water services. 

 

The combined funding assembled is not to be used to facilitate or progress routine local 

authority obligations such as roadworks, footpaths, public lighting and open spaces.  The 

resolution of these or similar infrastructural issues in the village/settlement is strictly a 

matter for the local authority to fund, in the normal way, from their own resources.  They 

will not be funded under the new measure. 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
17 Connection Charges, Irish Water. See at this link: 
https://www.water.ie/connections/information/connection-charges/  
18 Water Connection Charging Policy, Commission for the Regulation of Utilities. See at this link: 
https://www.cru.ie/document_group/water-connection-charging-policy/  

https://www.water.ie/connections/information/connection-charges/
https://www.cru.ie/document_group/water-connection-charging-policy/
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Section 2 
Terms and Conditions for the New Funding Measure 
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2. Terms and Conditions for the New Funding Measure 
 

2.1. Overview of Section 2 
 

This section sets out terms and conditions and general information for the new funding 

measure, such as the enduring operation of the projects once constructed. 

 

It should be read in conjunction with Section 3 which sets out the mechanism for appraisal 

of project applications for funding.  

 

It should also be read in conjunction with Section 4 which provides an outline structure and 

instructions for the content of a feasibility study which must accompany each application for 

funding, i.e. for each proposed project. 

 

2.2. Importance of Early Community Consultation for the 

Proposed Demonstration Projects 
 

Community consultation contributes to empowering communities and building public trust 

on activities and projects that impact on their lives. 

 

Consultation is a sound investment in better policy making and a core element of good 

governance.  As part of this good governance, the Local Government Act 200119 enhanced 

local authority powers for engagement with their community. 

 

The need to encourage greater ownership of, and participation in, local decision-making has 
been reflected in numerous documents and local and national Government reform plans 
over the years.  Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local Government20 
recognises that: 
 

‘At the centre of democracy is the participation of citizens in public life and their right 

to influence the decisions that affect their lives and communities. Open and inclusive 

policy-making increases public participation, enhances transparency and 

accountability, and builds civic capacity’. 

Inclusiveness in public participation through community engagement will be important for 

the success of the demonstration projects and will ensure that decision-making takes 

account of community-led views and gains support for the projects.  

                                                           
19 Local Government Act 2001, Irish Stature Book. See at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/37/enacted/en/html  
20 Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government, 2012. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5655c2-putting-
people-first-action-programme-for-effective-local-government/  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/37/enacted/en/html
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5655c2-putting-people-first-action-programme-for-effective-local-government/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5655c2-putting-people-first-action-programme-for-effective-local-government/
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The selection by local authorities of its demonstration projects must include opportunities 

for the community to participate as early as possible in the inception stage of the process to 

gain support for the projects.  

 

Local authorities are best placed to decide how they engage with and involve their local 

communities in the decision making process.  This will enable prioritisation of applications 

for funding of demonstration projects.  It is paramount that the method chosen by local 

authorities ensures that residents in or near these villages/settlements have the opportunity 

to influence decision-making in a sustained and meaningful way. 

 

2.3. Community Commitment to the Demonstration Projects 
 

The most important indicator of the success, from a human health and environment 

perspective, of the demonstration projects will be the connection of the existing premises 

within the ‘core area’ of the village/settlement to the new waste water collection network.  

 

Connection of premises in the ‘core area’ and the decommissioning of existing Domestic 

Waste Water Treatment Systems must be achieved to the fullest extent that is practically 

possible.  This will be a condition of funding.  As part of this condition of funding, the local 

authority will be required to reach early formal agreements with premises to this effect.  

 

The early public consultation process mentioned above presents an ideal opportunity to 

gain community-led support and buy-in for connection to the demonstration projects.  

 

Connection will need to take place speedily once the new infrastructure is commissioned 

and is ready to receive waste water flow.  With appropriate formal prior notice, by the local 

authority, it would be reasonable to expect premises to connect within six months of the 

infrastructure being ready to receive waste water.  

 

The consequence of a connection not being made includes: 

 Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems that remain operating continue to pose a 

risk to human health and the water environment; 

 the State is funding a demonstration project that is not fully achieving its human 

health and environmental focused objectives;  

 the value for money of the demonstration project is greatly diminished; 

 the under used new collection system, including pumping stations, risks being 

physically damaged overtime due to septicity;  
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 the risk of Irish Water not being prepared to take responsibility for the enduring 

ownership of and operation of the demonstration project is increased; and 

 the grant funding from the Department is reduced and the local authority will have 

to meet the shortfall associated with any unconnected domestic premises.  

To successfully achieve the connection of premises to the fullest extent that is practically 

possible, local authorities will need to lead and drive this process.  

 

Various legislation allows either the local authority or Irish Water to take action to resolve 

defective Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems.  In particular, Section 42 of the Water 

Services Act 2007 enables Irish Water to require that a premises in its functional area be 

connected to the waste water collection network which is located reasonably close21.  

 

2.4. Value for Money of Demonstration Projects 
 

Under the Public Spending Code22, all public bodies are obliged to treat public funds with 

care, and to ensure that the best possible value for money is obtained whenever public 

money is being spent or invested. 

 

All applications for funding for demonstration projects under the multi-annual programme 

must, using detailed project costings etc, demonstrate clearly the best possible value for 

money.  

 

While ensuring value for money, a balance will need to be struck for projects between initial 

capital costs and operational costs over the life of the infrastructure provided. 

 

The use of co-funding, where justified, is part of the process of achieving best possible value 

for money and is consistent with the objectives of the Public Spending Code (PSC). 

 

2.5. Aim of the First Tranche of Funding 
 

The baseline survey suggests that the numbers of villages/settlements nationally that do not 

currently have access to public waste water collection and appropriate treatment 

infrastructure is significant.  Substantial public investment would be necessary, sustained 

over period of time, for the development of infrastructure in locations where it is needed.  

 

                                                           
21 Water Services Act 2007, Irish Statute Book, See at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/act/30/section/42/enacted/en/html#sec42  
22 The Public Spending Code, Government of Ireland. See at this link. 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/act/30/section/42/enacted/en/html#sec42
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/
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To ensure all public investment for this measure is sustainable, environmentally and 

economically justified, the initial investment needs to be directed at carefully selected 

demonstration projects.  The new funding measure is a progressive, informed and needs 

based approach to the provision of funding. 

 

The aim of the first tranche of funding under the new measure is to capture a range of 

demonstration projects in particular: 

 demonstration projects for which the planning is sufficiently advanced, e.g. site 

locations purchased, so that they have the greatest potential for an early 

construction start; 

 a range of approaches to delivering the initiative on a sustainable basis;  

 identifying issues and complexities with the delivery of solutions across a range of 

village/settlement situations; 

 promote innovative solutions and, in doing so, capture and disseminate best practice 

using sustainable technologies; and 

 better inform on costs, both capital and operational, across a number of situations to 

guide on affordability and value for money for future policy decisions;  

 

The demonstration projects will allow for the development of appropriate longer term 

strategies, protocols and better inform future funding needs for the progressive 

development of public waste water collection and treatment infrastructure in 

villages/settlements that are currently without these services. 

 

2.6. Estimated Costs of Application for Funding 
 

Comprehensive estimated costs must be provided as part of the applications for funding 

(see Section 4).  Applications for funding that do not include comprehensive estimated costs 

will be rejected. 

 

2.7. Number of Projects to be Supported  
 

Based on the funding available under the NDP it is likely that at least ten demonstration 

projects can be supported under the measure in the multi-annual programme. 

The number of demonstration projects that will be recommended to the Minister for 

funding under this measure in the multi-annual programme will be determined by the 

Department, in consultation, with the Expert Panel.  
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The number will be based on an initial examination of the estimated costs of the 

applications for funding that are submitted.  The Expert Panel will then proceed to examine 

and rank the submissions, making recommendations to the Minister on suitable projects for 

funding. 

 

2.8. Project Stages  
 

The success of the demonstration projects depends on them being delivered speedily and 

efficiently through all stages to their completion.  This must be done on time and within 

approved budgets with the outturn maximising value for money. 

 

The delivery of the demonstration projects can be broken in to four main stages as follows: 

 

 Appraisal/initiation (selection): Needs and scope of projects are identified through a 

business case, supported by a feasibility study, as part of the application for funding 

process.  The feasibility study will enable the broad parameters of the project 

solution to be identified and agreed in principle (including by Irish Water); 

 Planning: The scope of the project is fully developed by the local authority in 

agreement with Irish Water, outputs including discharge criteria are set out and the 

solution is designed; 

 Physical implementation: During this stage, the project is physically constructed 

throughout which the process is monitored and controlled; and  

 Closure and review: the constructed project transitions to Irish Water for enduring 

operation under the appropriate discharge authorisation.  To inform future projects 

an ex-post review will be carried out on how successfully the delivered 

demonstration project addresses the needs identified at its outset. 

 

The appraisal/initiation (selection) stage of the demonstration projects will in sequence 

involve:  

 

 Submission of applications: submission of fully completed applications for funding 

by local authorities; 

 Validation of applications: validation of submitted applications (including requests 

for clarification if needed to local authorities); 

 Evaluation of applications: evaluation of applications by the Expert Panel (including 

requests for clarification if needed to local authorities); 

 Report by Expert Panel: submission of the Expert Panel’s report to the Department 

recommending projects for funding; 
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 Submission to the Minister: review of Expert Panel report and its submission by the 

Department to the Minister for consideration and approval of allocations for 

funding; 

 Announcements: announcement of approvals/allocations by the Department to the 

local authority; and 

 Publication: publication of the Expert Panel report, allocations/approvals on the 

Department and local authority websites.  

 

Once the demonstration projects are approved the process will then move on to the 

planning, physical implementation and closure/review stages.  The Department will meet 

with each of the successful local authorities shortly after the announcements to discuss 

advancing these stages. 

 

2.9. Local Authority Role in Delivering Projects  
 

The local authority will undertake a number of important tasks for demonstration projects 

in their area.  These include and are not limited to:  

 

 Make applications for funding, prioritising suitable demonstration projects; 

 Undertake all consultation and engagement with the local community to gain 

support for approved project(s); 

 Keep the communities well informed on progress with the project(s); 

 Manage the procurement of professional services for the planning stages; 

 As multi-purpose bodies responsible for delivering a broad range of services in their 

area, co-ordinate opportunistic activity; 

 Undertaking application for planning permission (under Part 8 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001, as amended) for the project(s); 

 Carry out site acquisition for any waste water treatment plant and pumping stations 

(by voluntary agreement by negotiation between the landowner and the acquiring 

authority or formally by use of CPO in co-ordination with Irish Water); 

 Wayleave acquisition (agreement by negotiation between the landowner and 

formally under notice); and  

 Assisting with physical implementation of the demonstration projects at 

construction stage. 

 

2.10. Project Management of Approved Projects 
 

The success of the approved demonstration projects is dependent on their speedy progress 

through the stages of planning, implementation and closure, i.e. transition to Irish Water for 
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their enduring operation at optimal value for money.  This can best be achieved through the 

use of dedicated project management procedures. 

 

To effectively and efficiently achieve the objectives of the demonstration projects and 

maintain maximum momentum from approval to completion, an asset delivery Project 

Manager will be appointed.  The Project Manager, provided by Irish Water, will be funded 

through the programme.  The Project Manager will be responsible for the start-to-end 

project management of the approved projects.  

 

This approach will optimise the management of each of the demonstration projects allowing 

for better cost controls, co-ordination, minimise uncertainty and maximise speed of delivery 

as the projects evolve through the various stages.  The process also better aligns with the 

requirements of the Public Spending Code. 

 

Once the full extent of the demonstration projects and their regional and local authority 

dispersion is known, arrangements for the appointment of the Project Manager will be 

agreed between the successful local authorities, Irish Water and the Department.  It is likely 

that appointed Project Managers will manage several projects.  

 

The Project Manager will be responsible for regular reporting on project progress using, the 

standard Irish Water processes and systems, to all stakeholders (local authority, Irish Water 

and the Department).  Actual reporting arrangements will be agreed in due course but the 

Department will expect progress reports on at least a three month cycle from start-to-end 

of each demonstration project.  

 

In summary the responsibilities of the Project Manager will include the preparation of 

project plans and revised cost estimates, engagement and management of consulting 

engineers through the design, planning/statutory processes, procurement, construction and 

commissioning phases as well as the management of and interaction with all relevant 

stakeholders.  

 

More specifically it is expected that the Project Manager will carry out the following roles 

for the demonstration projects: 

 

 Project delivery, including budget, programme and technical output; 

 Project manage design, planning/statutory processes, procurement, construction 

and commissioning activities to ensure that the projects meet their delivery dates; 

 Ensure that designs comply with Irish Water standards, are fit for purpose and have 

been reviewed and approved; 

 Progression of projects through Irish Water approvals processes; 
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 Carry out regular reviews of project progress, budgets, changes, risks and issues, and 

ensure that reports are produced and circulated to stakeholders; 

 Manage, liaise and coordinate with the relevant stakeholders and ensure that the 

appropriate level of stakeholder consultation is carried out; 

 Review project resourcing requirements, and verify that adequate construction stage 

resources, including supervision, have been committed to ensure that the delivery 

programmes are met; 

 Ensure that project close-out activities are undertaken (including applications for 

discharge authorisations are commenced in time), to enable transition of the 

completed project to Irish Water Asset Operations; and  

 Provide regular reports to relevant Irish Water Programme Manager and Regional 

Leads. 

 

This is not an exhaustive or prescriptive list of roles and may change as the projects evolve. 

 

2.11. Enduring Operation of Completed Demonstration Projects 
 

The demonstration projects will, following satisfactory completion of their construction, 

inspection and commissioning, be vested in Irish Water.  In this way they will become fully 

integrated into the ownership of Irish Water for their enduring operation and maintenance 

and become the full responsibility of Irish Water.  

 

2.12. Procurement of Approved Demonstration Projects 
 

The demonstration projects will be procured based on Irish Water procurement policy using 

one or more of the Irish Water framework contractors. 

 

2.13. Technical Standards for the Demonstration Projects 
 

Irish Water have produced Codes of Practice and Standard Details23 outlining their 

requirements and providing technical guidance for the construction of water and/or waste 

water infrastructure that will be connected to, and/or integrated into, the public water 

and/or waste water networks.  

 

In order to be funded under the new measure all demonstration village/settlement projects 

must be constructed in accordance with Irish Water codes of practice and standards. 

                                                           
23 Standard Details and Codes of Practice, Irish Water. See at this link: 
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/standard-details-codes/  

https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/standard-details-codes/
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2.14. Grants Available Under the New Funding Measure 
 

This is a new funding measure with, due to the potential scale of projects, a considerable 

level of uncertainty on the likely estimated cost of proposed projects. However, the 

Department has made it clear above, that it expects local authorities to co-fund each 

approved project. 

 

A basic grant is being made available under the new funding measure.  The basic grant is 

being provided on a co-funding basis.  The grant is towards the local authority costs of 

undertaking approved projects to provide sustainable and value for money solutions to 

meet the waste water needs of villages/settlements. 

 

As a general rule, the Department will provide a basic grant of up to 85% of the total 

approved project cost of the demonstration project, with at least 15% to be provided in co-

funding from local authority resources.  The 15% co-funding will apply to all project costs. 

 

The basic grant will be based on a threshold amount of €20,000 per house (that is a normal 

place of residence) in the ‘core area’ of villages/settlement for approved projects.  

 

The threshold amount per house will be reviewed by the Expert Panel once applications for 

funding have been reviewed by them.  A revised threshold may be recommended by the 

Panel based on this review.  

 

The Department funding allocation will be based on the approved estimated cost of the 

demonstration project.  This may be revised as the demonstration projects evolve through 

their stages of development. 

 

In exceptional circumstances the Department will give consideration to providing a 

supplemental grant for project costs that are in excess of a threshold amount per house.  

The supplemental grant will only be payable in exceptional circumstances, where full 

justification is provided, and payment of it has been recommended by the Expert Panel.  A 

supplementary grant will be considered where:  

1. Particular conditions: the costs of the project cannot be met from the basic grant 

given the particular topographical conditions; 

2. Social and economic benefits: there are social and economic benefits from the 

progression of the project; 

3. Value for money: the works under the project represent the most economically 

advantageous and value for money way of addressing the water quality deficiencies 

present; and 

4. Identified as a priority: the local authority has identified the project as a priority.  
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Where a supplemental grant is warranted, recommended by the Expert Panel and approved 

by the Department, it will be limited to 90% of the supplementary cost (i.e. cost in excess of 

the threshold limit for the basic grant) per house. 

 

Co-funding will apply to all project costs based on the grant arrangement (basic and 

supplemental) as outlined above.  However, to ease the funding burden on the local 

authority the co-funding will not commence application until the latter stages of the project 

i.e. not until the threshold based on the basic and supplemental grants is reached.  Once the 

co-funding grant threshold is reached the local authority will have to meet remaining 

projects costs in full from their own resources. 

 

2.15. Consideration of Alternative Solutions for these Areas 
 

The alternatives available for developing, where justified, public waste water collection and 

treatment infrastructure in villages/settlements is to either: 

 develop a ‘core area’ based collection network and, where technically and 

economically viable, transfer the untreated influent to an existing public waste water 

network/treatment plant, with reserve capacity, in a nearby town for treatment; or 

 develop a ‘core area’ based collection network with a stand-alone waste water 

treatment plant providing appropriate treatment near the village/settlement 

followed by discharge of the treated effluent to the local water environment. 

 

Taking account of the ‘core area’ focus above, the following categorisation will be used for 

considering demonstration projects under the new funding measure: 

 Category 1 – Designated villages/settlements with the potential to connect to 

existing Irish Water infrastructure: Villages/settlements for which it is viable to 

develop a collection network to serve the ‘core area’ (with capacity for future 

expansion) and connect it to an existing Irish Water network in a nearby town.  

The receiving Irish Water network in the nearby town must already have both 

reserve treatment and network capacity.  Alternatively, that it is planned to provide 

additional capacity under Irish Water’s Capital Investment Plan or its Small Towns 

and Villages Growth Programme.  

 

This approach avoids the need for the development of a standalone waste water 

treatment plant at these locations. 

 

 Category 2 – Designated villages/settlements that do not have the potential to 

connect to existing Irish Water infrastructure: Villages/settlements for which it is 
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viable to develop a collection network to serve the ‘core’ area’ (with capacity for 

future expansion) connected to a standalone waste water treatment plant. 

 

The waste water treatment plant to be developed based, appropriate to 

circumstances, on Irish Water’s sustainable technologies24.  This would include, for 

example, nature-based solutions which treat waste water through natural biological 

processes such as Integrated Constructed Wetlands. 

 

2.16. Funding Eligibility  
 

 

Under this first tranche of funding, applications are limited to villages/settlements with a 

‘core area’ that has at least 150 population equivalent (PE) based on its existing residential 

population. 

 

Refinement of the categories, including an alternative determination of population 

thresholds for each category, and identification of additional categories is likely to evolve as 

the initiative is further developed over time in future multi-annual programmes. 

 

The first phase of funding under this new measure will focus on areas of most need.  This 

approach is where the village/settlement is identified in a priority location based on a 

housing and environmental need, or, in the opinion of the local authority, a need has been 

identified and is objectively evidenced.  In the case of a proposed project that falls under the 

latter, the local authority must provide robust objective evidence in support of their opinion 

in their application for funding. 

 

The following criteria will be applied: 

1. Villages/settlements must be expressly listed in the current County Development 

Plan for the local authority and are a ‘priority location’ as detailed in the Framework 

document (see below);  

 

or 

 

2. Villages/settlements that are not expressly listed in the County Development Plan 

for the local authority and where, in the opinion of the local authority, a need has 

been identified and is objectively evidenced. Village/settlements in this situation 

will only be considered on an exceptional and objectively evidenced basis. 

                                                           
24 Wetland treatment. Irish Water. See at this link: 
https://www.water.ie/help/wastewater/wetlands/#:~:text=Constructed%20wetlands,as%20a%20natural%20
wetland%20does.&text=The%20ponds%20are%20usually%20gently,the%20wetland%20before%20flowing%20
away.  

https://www.water.ie/help/wastewater/wetlands/#:~:text=Constructed%20wetlands,as%20a%20natural%20wetland%20does.&text=The%20ponds%20are%20usually%20gently,the%20wetland%20before%20flowing%20away
https://www.water.ie/help/wastewater/wetlands/#:~:text=Constructed%20wetlands,as%20a%20natural%20wetland%20does.&text=The%20ponds%20are%20usually%20gently,the%20wetland%20before%20flowing%20away
https://www.water.ie/help/wastewater/wetlands/#:~:text=Constructed%20wetlands,as%20a%20natural%20wetland%20does.&text=The%20ponds%20are%20usually%20gently,the%20wetland%20before%20flowing%20away
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The initiative under the new funding measure is aimed at the progressive expansion of the 

public waste water collection and treatment needs for villages/settlements that are 

currently without these services. 

 

It is subject to a proven need, being environmentally justified, by reducing environmental 

risks affecting water quality and human health, while also being considered value for 

money. 

 

For the purpose of eligibility, under item 1 above, a village/settlement that falls under any of 

the following is, subject to conditions, regarded to be a ‘priority location’ for consideration 

of funding.  These conditions, which are outlined further below, are: 

1. Areas with Advisory Notice issued after DWWTS inspection of: the ‘core area’ had 

one or more Advisory Notices issued on a premises under s70(H)(5) of the Water 

Services Act 2007, as amended25; or 

 

2. Areas for Restoration and Areas for Protection (AR&AP): the ‘core area’ is situated 

within one of these areas as identified in the draft third-cycle RBMP. 

 

The Water Services Acts 2007 and 2012 (Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems) 

Regulations 201226 prescribe the maintenance actions to be taken by owners of DWWTSs. 

The actions are to ensure compliance with their obligations under s70(C)(1) of the Water 

Services Act 2007, as amended.  

 

In summary, a DWWTS or effluent discharge shall not emit, discharge, seep, leak or 

otherwise escape from the system into surface waters (except where licensed under Section 

4 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977) or onto the surface of the ground. 

The Regulations also set other standards for such effluent systems.  DWWTS must not be a 

risk to public health or the environment.  

 

Under s70(K) of the Water Services Act 2007, as amended, the EPA is required to prepare a 

National Inspection Plan (NIP) for DWWTS.  The purpose of the NIP is to protect human 

health and water quality from the risks posed by defective DWWTS due to their 

construction, location or poor maintenance27. 

 

                                                           
25 Water Services Act 2007, Irish Statute Books. See at this link: 
https://revisedacts.lawreform.ie/eli/2007/act/30/revised/en/html#PART4A 
26 S.I. 223/2012, Irish Statute Books, see at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/223/made/en/print  
27 National Inspection Plan for Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems 2022-2026, Environmental 
Protection Agency. See at this link: https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/waste-
water/national-inspection-plan-for-domestic-waste-water-treatment-systems-2022-2026.php  

https://revisedacts.lawreform.ie/eli/2007/act/30/revised/en/html#PART4A
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/223/made/en/print
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/waste-water/national-inspection-plan-for-domestic-waste-water-treatment-systems-2022-2026.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/waste-water/national-inspection-plan-for-domestic-waste-water-treatment-systems-2022-2026.php
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Areas for Restoration and Areas for Protection are areas for focused action and 

collaboration, as part of the implementation of the third-cycle RBMP.  These areas include 

and expand on the Priority Areas for Action and High Status Objective Areas approach taken 

for the second-cycle RBMP.  

 

The Areas for Restoration and Areas for Protection must be, for the purposes of applications 

for funding, driven by issues with DWWTSs and/or Section 4 licence inspections under the 

Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts in the ‘core areas’ of the villages/settlements.  

 

Direct objective evidence of water quality issues caused by defective DWWTS include: 

 direct visual evidence of discharge to drains, streams, rivers, lakes or 

transitional/coastal waters etc; or 

 indirect evidence of water quality deterioration that can be attributed to discharge 

to drains, streams, rivers or lakes i.e. water quality downstream of a 

village/settlement deteriorated relative to upstream. 

 

2.17. Allowing for Growth through Phasing of Works  
 

The NPF, under Project Ireland 2040, recommends that the philosophy of ‘compact growth’ 

should apply to smaller towns and villages as well as larger towns and cities. 

 

The NPF also encourages the philosophy of proportionate growth of rural towns and 

villages, which supports ‘new homes in small towns and villages’.  To achieve this, local 

authorities and public infrastructure agencies are expected to provide serviced sites with 

appropriate infrastructure to attract people to build their own homes and live in small 

towns and villages. 

 

Demonstration projects proposed under the new funding measure should focus on servicing 

the ‘core area’ of villages/settlements.  This ‘core area’ focus provides opportunities for 

sustainable compact growth (for housing etc) while ensuring the efficient use of the new 

infrastructure.  This approach is consistent with compact growth, a strategic outcome of 

Project Ireland 2040.  

 

Development Plans may in the case of some local authorities identify envelopes for 

development for villages/settlements i.e. areas of lands outside the ‘core area’ that can be 

used in the future for a variety of development or community purposes.  It is not intended 

under the measure to provide collection networks in these outer areas.  

 

Proposals for demonstration projects that are based on extensive sprawling collection 

networks will not be considered for funding.  Expansion of the collection network beyond 
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the ‘core area’ can be addressed through the normal development process should the need 

arise.  This would be by interconnection of the development to the collection network in the 

‘core areas’, i.e. as part of any future residential or commercial development.  

 

This approach is consistent with using public funding on a needs and a value for money 

basis, allowing for sustainable development through compact growth, including housing, 

that is proportionate to the village/settlement.  

 

The collection and treatment infrastructure provided under demonstration projects should 

incorporate appropriate reserve capacity to allow for sustainable compact growth in the 

‘core area’ of the village/settlement.  This allowance for growth should be based on the 

provisions of the County Development Plan. 

 

The proposed demonstration projects should allow for the future proportionate expansion 

of the waste water collection and treatment infrastructure for the orderly sustainable 

development of the village/settlement beyond its ‘core area’.  This provision for expansion 

should be based on the provisions of the County Development Plan.  

 

As the villages/settlements targeted under the measure are at or near the lowest tier of the 

hierarchy of settlements in a County Development Plan, they are likely to have only modest 

housing or other growth needs. 

The following approaches to phasing should be adopted: 

 Collection network: should be limited to the ‘core area’ of villages/settlements, 

designed and constructed to allow for future extension should the need arise; 

 Waste water treatment plants: should be designed and constructed to allow for, 

where appropriate, proportionate growth, i.e. taking a phased approach; 

 Pumping stations: should be designed and constructed to allow for, where 

appropriate, proportionate growth (e.g. consider designing and constructing civil 

works to allow for growth and install mechanical and electrical equipment to meet 

current needs); and 

 Rising mains: should be designed and constructed to allow for, where appropriate, 

proportionate growth. 

 

All allowances for growth in projects must be based on identified need and the 

demonstration of consistency with the Core Strategy of the relevant county development 

plan. 

 

2.18. The Importance of Climate Change Consideration 
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Climate change is topical and is of concern worldwide.  Water services must play its part in 

meeting the challenges of climate change. 

 

Two of the thematic objectives - Conservation, and Future Proofing - of the Water Services 

Policy Statement are intricately linked to the climate change challenge. 

 

Water services actively following the Conservation theme leads to reductions in energy and 

chemical use, with the added benefit of saving money, but in particular giving climate 

change benefits. This can be achieved by use reduction for water treatment plants and load 

reduction for waste water treatment plants and their pumping stations. 

 

Water services actively following the future proofing theme helps these services withstand 

the impact of climate change related weather events.  

 

The National Adaption Framework - Planning for a Climate Resilient Ireland28 outlines a 

whole of Government and society approach to climate change in Ireland.  Both the 

conservation and future proofing theme are consistent with the Framework approach.  

Actively following them minimises the negative impact on the water environment. 

  

The Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan for Water Quality and Water Services 

Infrastructure29, generates a baseline of current climate and weather-related impacts with 

challenges for the water services sector.  

 

The Plan makes an assessment of how these sectoral impacts may change in the period to 

2050, based on available climate modelling and analysis.  It sets out adaptive measures 

which are being undertaken, clarifying where future adaptation efforts are required. 

Fresh clean water is a precious, limited and costly resource, even in Ireland with its 

temperate oceanic climate, abundant rainfall and lack of extreme temperatures. 

Ireland’s Climate Action Plan 2021 – Securing our future 30 is clear on the effects of climate 

change, saying: 

 

‘The science is indisputable, and the effects of climate change are already clear. 

Extreme weather events are becoming more frequent with devastating 

consequences. Climate change is here and is already impacting our world, with risks 

                                                           
28 National Adaption Framework - Planning for a Climate Resilient Ireland, Department of Communications. 
Climate Action & Environment. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fbe331-national-
adaptation-framework/  
29 Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan for Water Quality and Water Services 
Infrastructure, Government of Ireland. See at this link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f5710-water-
quality-and-water-services-infrastructure-climate-change-sectoral-adaptation-plan/    
30 Climate Action Plan 2021 –Securing or future, Government of Ireland. See at this link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fbe331-national-adaptation-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fbe331-national-adaptation-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f5710-water-quality-and-water-services-infrastructure-climate-change-sectoral-adaptation-plan/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f5710-water-quality-and-water-services-infrastructure-climate-change-sectoral-adaptation-plan/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/
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to global security including food supplies. Ireland is also at risk of more frequent 

storms and flooding’. 

 

Most climate change models for Ireland show increased rainfall in the north-west and 

reduced rainfall in the southeast, with an increased risk of drought in those areas.  The 

principle implications of climate change for water services are therefore drought and 

flooding.  

 

For rural water supplies, water demand management is the biggest climate change 

challenge facing the sector.  Waste water services flooding, through increased washout, can 

impact on the effective operation of DWWTSs, where these systems do not exclude 

rainwater. 

 

It is a pre-requisite of Irish Water that surface water from the village/settlement area for the 

demonstration projects must be separated and dealt with in a manner aligned to nature 

based on sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS).  This is to minimise the impact of 

surface water runoff by replicating, as close as possible, the natural drainage of the site 

prior to the development. 

 

Notwithstanding the good work that is taking place within the water sector, there is a need 

to further strengthen and align with existing policies in areas such as: 

 

 source protection; 

 catchment management; and 

 biodiversity. 

 

The impacts of climate change have been referenced in both the second-cycle and the draft 

third-cycle RBMP.  To achieve the necessary outcomes for climate change mitigation as set 

out in both plans, all stakeholders will be required to work more closely together. 

 

Projects implemented under the new funding measure will need to show an appropriate 

balance between responsiveness and the challenges of climate change, being value for 

money while also ensuring that our waters are well protected in a sustainable way.  With 

the project infrastructure to be implemented under the new funding measure almost 

entirely new, the process offers distinctive opportunities to design with climate change in 

mind. 

 
 

2.19. Maximum Number of Applications per Local Authority 
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Local authorities are permitted to submit a maximum of two applications for funding, each 

under the current round of funding for the new measure.  

 

Applications for funding can be under Category 1 and 2 or under one category only, as the 

local authority considers appropriate to their circumstances. 

 

2.20. Priority Order of Applications for Funding  
 

The first tranche of funding for the new measure will focus on, and target, the areas of most 

need.  Reflecting this need at local level, local authorities must list their applications for 

funding, a maximum of two, in priority order.  

The Expert Panel, in using the appraisal of applications for funding (see Section 3), will 

prioritise projects nationally taking into account the prioritisation assigned by the local 

authority. 

 
 

2.21. Opportunistic Water Supply Activities for Funding 
 

In some villages/settlements the provision of both waste water and water networks may 

need to be considered. 

 

The water supply for some villages/settlements is from individual domestic water supplies 

(private wells).  In these cases the most sustainable solution for the long-term development 

of the villages/settlement is likely to be through receiving a water supply from a public or a 

group water scheme network.  

 

For villages/settlements in these circumstances that are being included in an application for 

funding, the local authority should consider on an opportunistic basis options for the 

provision of a mains water supply.  

 

The provision of a mains water supply by the extension of either public or group water 

scheme mains in this way is subject to it being both technically and economically viable to 

do so.  Any distribution network proposed must be limited to the ‘core area’ of the 

village/settlement.  Where a mains supply is proposed in this way it must be with prior 

approval in principle of Irish Water or the group water scheme, as appropriate. 

 

Any extension to the public mains or group water scheme mains to serve the 

village/settlement will be considered for funding separately to the new measure.  Funding 

for this work may, with the co-operation of the group water scheme, be applied for under 

the relevant measures of the multi-annual programme.   
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Similarly any opportunistic replacement of defective group water scheme mains will again 

be considered for funding separately to the new measure.  Funding for this work may, with 

the co-operation of the group water scheme, be applied for under the relevant measures of 

the multi-annual programme. 

 

The funding of any replacement of defective public mains replacement remains to be a 

matter for Irish Water. 

 

 

2.22. Collaborative Activities or Synergies 
 

The nature and scale of projects under the new funding measure is likely to offer both 

challenges and excellent opportunities for collaboration or synergies to co-ordinate 

concurrently.  These collaborative activities will not be considered part of the project cost 

(Department funding or co-funding element). 

 

Local authorities are well placed to co-ordinate collaborative activity which could include: 

 necessary existing water mains upgrading e.g. water conservation in partnership 

with Irish Water;  

 roadworks (pavement improvements, provision of or improvement of footpaths 

etc.), public lighting; 

 undergrounding of overhead cables; 

 improvements to areas in the public realm etc.; and 

 works provided where appropriate by developers. 

 

Local authorities should highlight these synergies in their applications for funding. 

 
 
 
 

2.23. Feasibility Study for each Demonstration Project 
 

Each application for funding must be accompanied by a feasibility study.  The feasibility 

study, which will be substantially desk based, should be brief and to the point.  The study is 

to provide a synopsis of the proposal, detailing the intervention and the works envisaged. 

  

The study is also expected to comprehensively address the estimated cost of the proposed 

project and the expected timeline for its delivery. 
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The function of the feasibility study is: 

 Scoping document for Irish Water: it will inform Irish Water, through the Expert 

Panel, on the scope and nature of the proposed project that will, on completion, be 

vested in their ownership for its enduring operation and maintenance; and  

 Basis of appraisal of the applications for funding: forms a document that the Expert 

Panel can objectively use to carry out an appraisal of the project in an open, 

transparent and objective manner.   

 

Where the local authority decides to engage an external service provider to prepare, or 

partially prepare the feasibility study, the Department will make a contribution to the cost. 

The contribution will be on the following basis: 

 Projects approved in the first tranche of funding: €10,000 can be recouped 

immediately upon approval of the project for funding; and 

 

 Projects approved in the next tranche of funding: €10,000 can be recouped 

immediately upon approval of the project for funding. 

 

An outline structure, the brief, for the feasibility study is provided in Section 4 of this 

document.  The format should be strictly followed without deviation as its contents are 

closely linked to the appraisal of applications for funding that will be carried out by the 

Expert Panel. 

 

2.24. Appropriate Waste Water Treatment and Authorisation of 

Discharges 
 
The legislative context for the provision and authorisation of appropriate waste water 

treatment and discharge in Ireland, is governed by the Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Regulations 200131 (UWwTR), as amended, and the European Union (Waste Water 

Discharge) Regulations 200732 to 202033 (WWDR).  These regulations transpose into Irish law 

requirements relating to a number of EU environmental Directives. 

 

The UWwTR outlines permissible effluent discharge concentrations for a number of 

parameters, including nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) where effluent is discharged to 

designated sensitive waters.  Achieving the permissible discharge concentrations prescribed 

                                                           
31 Urban Wastewater Treatment Regulations 2001, Irish Statute Book. See at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/si/254/made/en/print  
32 European Union (Waste Water Discharge) Regulations 2007, Irish Statute Book. See at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/si/684/made/en/print  
33 European Union (Waste Water Discharge) Regulations 2020, Irish Statute Book. See at this link: 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/214/made/en/print  

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/si/254/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/si/684/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/214/made/en/print
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forms one of the measures set by the EPA for the implementation of programmes of 

measures under the first-cycle and second-cycle draft River Basin Management Plans for 

implementing the Water Framework Directive. 

 

The WWDR identify the EPA as the competent authority for the purposes of authorising 

waste water discharges from agglomerations.  The authorisation process provides for 

the EPA to place stringent conditions on the operation of such discharges to ensure that 

potential effects on the receiving water bodies are strictly limited and controlled.  In this 

way the authorisations drive better environmental focused performance from waste water 

treatment plants as well as from the operation of emergency and storm overflows. 

 

Larger waste water discharges are licensed (those agglomerations that are greater than 500 

PE).  Licenses set out conditions including for monitoring and if necessary remedial actions, 

which are usually time bound, to be taken to ensure compliance with standards for various 

substances’ discharges.  

 

Discharges from smaller agglomerations (those under below 500 PE) are subject to 

certification of authorisation.  Reflecting the likely less damaging impact of these smaller 

discharges, the certificates set out less prescriptive conditions than in a licence.  

 

The waste water discharges arising from the demonstration projects under the new 

measure will require discharge authorisation from the EPA under the WWDR.  Based on the 

expected size the authorisation is likely to be certification.  The applications for 

authorisation will be made by Irish Water as the water services authority and future owner 

and operator of the projects. 

 

In accordance with the WWDR an application for authorisation will need to be made to the 

EPA for each of the projects at least six months before the new infrastructure is ready to 

receive waste water discharges.  Where a village/settlement will be discharging to an 

existing Irish Water waste water collection network, or treatment plant, in a nearby town 

then they will need to submit the existing authorisation for that agglomeration for review by 

the EPA.  

 

The applications for funding by local authorities for the demonstration projects will need to 

be prepared based on giving preliminary consideration to the likely discharge authorisation 

requirements and conditions.  The EPA website gives good guidance on discharge 

authorisation34.  The feasibility study, submitted with the application for funding, will need 

to clearly demonstrate that this preliminary consideration has been undertaken. 

 

                                                           
34 Waste water discharge authorisation process, EPA. See at this link: https://www.epa.ie/our-
services/licensing/waste-water/wastewater-discharge-authorisation/  

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/waste-water/wastewater-discharge-authorisation/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/waste-water/wastewater-discharge-authorisation/
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2.25. Water and Waste Water Capacity Register 
 

It is not necessary, at the application for funding stage, to submit a Pre-Connection Enquiry 

to Irish Water for proposed Category 1 demonstration projects or for proposed 

opportunistic Community Water Connections. 

 

Irish Water publish capacity registers that provide an indication of available capacity at their 

water and waste water treatment plants.  The registers will assist local authorities in 

considering the viability of various options35. 

 

2.26. Appraisal of Project Applications 
 

As with previous multi-annual programmes, an Expert Panel will evaluate each application 

for funding based on the quality of the information provided in Part 1 of the feasibility 

study.  

 

It is a matter for the local authority to ensure that the information is communicated in the 

study in a clear and unambiguous manner. 

 

The qualification and marking structure that will be used by the Expert Panel is set out in 

Section 3 of this document. 

 

 

 

 

2.27. Grant Payments 
 

The Department will make grant payments to local authorities for approved demonstration 

projects in stages as projects are progressed.  These payments will be on a work done and 

evidenced basis, i.e. on a vouched expenditure basis. 

 

The overall principle that will be applied for funding under the measure is that there should 

be transparency and accountability in the management of public money, in line with value 

for money, efficiency and effectiveness.  The objective is to ensure that all Exchequer funds 

are accounted for and properly managed. 

 

The project costs may increase as it progresses over time and better information based on 

investigations, design and pricing becomes available. An grant increase will only be 

                                                           
35 Capacity Registers, Irish Water. See at this link: https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-
services/capacity-registers/  

https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/capacity-registers/
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/capacity-registers/
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considered by the Department based on a submission with full justification.  An application 

for a grant increase received retrospective to the work being completed will not be 

permitted.  Only works which are considered to be reasonable and appropriate to public 

funding will be funded under the measure. 

 

The arrangements for payments will be set out in detail in a circular to the relevant 

authorities at the approvals stage in due course. 
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Section 3 
Appraisal of Applications for Funding for Demonstration Projects 
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3. Appraisal of Applications for Funding for 

Demonstration Projects 
 

3.1. Overview of Section 3 
 

This section sets out the criteria for the assessment of applications for funding for 

demonstration projects. 

 

3.2. Assessment Criteria 
 

The criteria, including scoring to be used by the Expert Panel for the assessment of 

applications for funding is set out below.  The criteria should be read in conjunction with 

Section 2 of this document and in particular with Section 4 of this document.  

 

Section 4 is the outline structure and instructions for the content of a feasibility study which 

must accompany each application for funding, i.e. for each proposed project. 

 

Applications for funding for demonstration projects will be ranked nationally by the Expert 

Panel based on the criteria and scoring set out in this section. 

 

The note with each item of the assessment criteria is intended primarily for the assistance of 

local authorities, maximising the quality and understanding of their application for funding. 
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Assessment Criteria 
Maximum marks 

available 

Eligibility criteria and size 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pass/Fail 

 
 
 

or 
 
 
 

Pass/Fail 

Does the village/settlement fulfil the requirement of the following 

criteria? 

1. Villages/settlements must be expressly listed in the current 

County Development Plan for the local authority and be a 

‘priority location’ as detailed in the Framework document;  

 

or 

 

2. Villages/settlements that are not expressly listed in the 

County Development Plan for the local authority and 

where, in the opinion of the local authority, a need has 

been identified and is objectively evidenced. 

Village/settlements in this situation will only be considered 

on an exceptional and objectively evidenced basis. 

 

Does the ‘core area’ of the village/settlement fulfil the size 

requirement of at least 150 population equivalent (PE) based on 

its existing residential population)? 

Pass/Fail 
 

Note: This is a pass/fail test and is judged by how the proposed 

project meets the above approach. 

 Locations submitted as fulfilling the requirements of (1) go 

forward, after verification of ‘Pass’ by the Department, to 

be examined and marked by the Expert Panel. Otherwise 

the submission will be considered to be a ‘Fail’ and does not 

go forward to the Panel for appraisal. 

 Locations submitted as fulfilling the exceptional basis 

requirements of (2) go forward, after consideration and 

verification of this by the Expert Panel (i.e. in the opinion of 

the local authority a requirement has been identified and 

evidenced). 
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Assessment Criteria 
Maximum marks 

available 

Policy objectives 

 
100 

 
(pass mark of 60%) 

Extent to which national, regional, county and local objectives (eg  

County Development Plan, any local area plan or community 

initiated plans etc) are being met. 

Note: Marks will likely be awarded based on the extent to which 

the proposal meets national, regional and local objectives and 

specific requirements or priorities set out in the relevant plans. 

Project Need 
 
A total of up to 900 
marks to be 
allocated as follows 
(pass mark 60% of 
each component 
mark): 
 

350 

 
350 

 
200 

Extent to which the proposed project will resolve the waste water 

needs of the village/settlement based on considering the problems 

with existing collection and treatment systems. 

The evaluation under this criterion will be based on: 

a. Risk to human health; 

 

b. Risk to the environment – causing water pollution; and 

 

c. Providing opportunities for rural housing. 

 

Note: Marks will likely be awarded based on details of specific 

evidence of the risks and opportunities and which shows the case 

that the proposed project will assist reducing these risks/providing 

opportunities. 

Size and phasing considerations 

100 

(pass mark of 60%) 

Extent of the appropriateness of the proposed approach to 

phasing of waste water collection and treatment infrastructure 

focusing initially on the ‘core area’.  

Note: Marks for sizing and phasing will likely be awarded based on 

the level of consideration of constructing works (especially the 

collection network) for current needs only while planning and 

allowing for proportionate expansion in the future. 
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Assessment Criteria 
Maximum marks 

available 

Stakeholder engagement and consultation 

 
 

250 

Extent of stakeholder engagement and consultation between the 

local authority, as the key promoting party, and the local 

community for the proposal.  

Note: Marks for collaboration will likely be awarded based on the 

level of stakeholder engagement and consultation undertaken for 

the proposed project by the local authority in its leadership 

capacity. 

Collaboration and synergies 

100 

Extent of collaboration between the local authority, as the key 

promoting party, and level of endorsement of local and sectoral 

authorities for the proposed project (eg ESB, Central Fisheries, Irish 

Water and Roads Authority). 

Note: Marks for collaboration will likely be awarded based on the 

level of added value provided by the collaboration being proposed 

as part of a project e.g. enhancement of areas in the public 

domain. 

Readiness of project 
 
 
A total of up to 100 
marks to be 
allocated as follows: 

 
25 

 
 

75 

Extent to which the proposed project is ready to commence? 

The evaluation under this criterion will be based on: 

a. Extent to which necessary planning permissions are in 

place; 

 

b. Extent to which suitable sites are acquired and available. 

 

Note: This requirement which will be judged and marked based 

upon whether the project is ready to commence procurement at 

the time the application is lodged. This is based on planning and 

other consents being in place at the time of application and/or 

suitable sites for pumping stations and/or waste water treatment 

plants being acquired. 
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Assessment Criteria 
Maximum marks 

available 

Capacity to deliver the project 

100 

Capacity of the local authority to deliver the project as envisaged 

and to meet Public Spending Code (PSC) and governance 

requirements. 

Note: Marks will be awarded based on the strength of the 

governance arrangements set out in the feasibility study and the 

arrangements for monitoring, financial oversight and compliance 

with PSC requirements. 

Estimated project delivery timeframe 

100 

Overall quality of analysis of project delivery timeframe. 

Note: Marks will also be awarded based on the strength of the 

governance arrangements set out in the feasibility study and the 

associated timelines and milestones, arrangements for monitoring, 

project management. 

Potential impact on climate change 

100 

Extent to which the proposal can contribute to the objectives of 

the Climate Action Plan and assist in the transition to a 

competitive, low carbon, climate-resilient and environmentally 

sustainable economy. 

Note: Marks will be awarded based on the extent to which 

proposals contribute to delivering on this priority. 

Budgetary proposal 

250 
 

(pass mark of 60%) 

Overall quality of budgetary proposal and Value for Money. 

Note: Marks will be awarded based on the value for money of the 

project informed by the size and scope of the proposal, the 

appropriateness of its population reach (focus of ‘core area’ 

phasing). This will also be informed by the robustness of the 

budgetary proposal and the appropriateness of the costs set out. 

Maximum total available marks 2,100 
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Section 4 
Outline Brief for a Feasibility Study 
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4. Outline Brief for a Feasibility Study 
 

4.1. Overview of Section 4 
 

This section provides the outline structure and set of instructions for the content of a 

feasibility study which must accompany each application for funding, i.e. for each proposed 

project. 

 

Applications for funding that have any parts of the feasibility study missing will not be 

considered and will be returned to the local authority. 

 

4.2. Content of the Feasibility Study  
 

The feasibility study, which will be substantially desk based, should be brief and to the point. 

Large extracts of information from other plans, reports etc must be avoided.  The study is to 

provide a synopsis of the proposal, detailing the intervention and the works envisaged.  

 

The various sections as outlined below should be kept specific.  The study should not exceed 

20 pages (exclusive of appendices), and should avoid being in excess of 25 pages inclusive of 

appendices (exclusive of the financial analysis – see below).  Drawings requiring physical on 

the ground level surveys are not required, however, indicative layouts of sewers and sites 

should be provided in so far as this is possible. 

 

The appendices should not be used to circumvent the 20 page limitation for the narrative 

body of the report.  Appending further reports to the study, with the exception stated, is 

not permitted. 

 

The criteria and marking system, against which each application for funding will be assessed, 

are in the Framework document appended to the circular inviting applications for funding.  

They correspond to the requirements set out below for Section 1 of the feasibility study.  

The requirements to be provided as part of Section 2 and 3 form important supporting 

information but are not included in the marking. 

 

Other relevant documents, e.g. local area plans or community written plans etc which can 

be called on by the Department to further inform the proposal, should be in the form of 

footnotes with web links.  Relevant page references to be provided. 

 

The information in the study and the application template will be used by the Department 

for the purposes of processing the application.  Further information may be sought by the 

Department to clarify aspects of the proposal. 
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It is a requirement under the Public Spending Code that every spending proposal must 

include a separate financial analysis with the level of detail proportionate to the level of 

expenditure involved.  Guidance on the Financial Analysis is available here. 

 

Provide the financial analysis for the project on the template provided by the Department of 

Public Expenditure and Reform.  The template for projects with a total cost in excess of €1m 

can be accessed here.  The financial analysis must be submitted at the same time as the 

main application for funding. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/#:~:text=Download-,Financial%20Appraisal,-This%20document%20provides
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/#:~:text=FINAL%20Financial%20Analysis%20Template%20for%20Proposals%20More%20than%201%20million
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- Outline Brief for Feasibility Study 

 

- Measure A8 – Waste Water Collection and TreatmentNneeds for Villages and 

Settlements not Currently Serviced by Irish Water  

 

Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2025 

 

 

Executive Summary 

 The executive summary should be succinct (one page maximum). 

 

Part 1 – Objectives, Needs, Phasing, Delivery Factors and Estimated costs 

 

Policy objectives 

 

 Outlines how the various national, regional and local policy objectives will be met by 

the proposed project. 

 

Need for the project 

 Briefly explain the rationale for the project – the issue(s) the proposal is seeking to 

address, the reason(s) why the proposal solution was chosen, the case for why such 

an intervention is proportionate and appropriate, given other options, and provide 

evidence to underpin each argument. 

 Set out the waste water needs of the village/settlement that will resolve the 

problems with the existing collection and treatment systems under the following 

heading: 

 

o Risk to human health; 

o Risk to the environment – causing water pollution; and 

o Providing opportunities for rural housing. 

 

Set out the capacity of the proposed project to deliver lasting impacts which will 

outweigh the investment made.  Objective evidence to be provided, eg reference 

water quality issues for risks to human health and the environment and reference to 

the County Development Plan in the case of rural housing. 

 

 Set out the water supply needs of the village/settlement (addressing issues that 

need to be resolved or improved) under the following heading: 
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o Risk to human health; and 

o Providing opportunities for rural housing. 

 

A discussion on the water supply needs for the village/settlement only applies in the 

case of locations that are currently dependent on private supplies (individual wells or 

defective group water scheme).  However, state clearly if a public supply exists.  

 

(Note: Any extension to the public or group water scheme mains to serve the 

village/settlement will be considered for funding separately to the new funding 

measure.  The funding for this work may, with the cooperation of the group water 

scheme, be applied for under the relevant measures of the multi-annual 

programme).   

 

Size and phasing considerations 

 

 State the existing population equivalent of the ‘core area’ of the village/settlement – 

provide breakdown in tabular format and a map (A4/A3) outlining the area; 

 State the expected population growth of the village/settlement, and time horizon for 

this to occur, based on the development plan or any local area plans - provide 

breakdown in tabular format and a map (A4/A3) outlining the area; 

 Outline impact of any variation in population equivalent due to seasonal loading;  

 Arising from the analysis of existing and planned population state the proposed 

approach to phasing of waste water collection and treatment infrastructure focusing 

initially on the ‘core area’. 

 

Stakeholder engagement and consultation 

 

 Outline the level of preliminary consultation which has taken place with, the local 

village/settlement community as the main stakeholders/beneficiaries of the 

proposed project.  

 Outline the outcome of the consultation process.  This should focus in particular on 

the strength of support present for the proposal amongst the community. 

 Specifically highlight any issues which arose on foot of consultation and how these 

have been, or are being, addressed. 

 

Collaborations and synergies  

 

 Outline any potential opportunistic beneficial collaborations and synergies such as 

undergrounding of overhead cables (electricity and/or telecom) expected to be part 

of the proposed project (not fundable under the proposed project); 
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 Outline any potential opportunistic need for replacement of defective public water 

mains that it is considered should be part of the proposed project (not fundable 

under the proposed project - any replacement of defective mains is a matter for Irish 

Water to fund);  

 Outline any potential opportunistic need for replacement of defective group water 

scheme that it is considered should be part of the proposed project (not fundable 

under the proposed project - any mains replacement is a matter for the relevant 

group water scheme to seek funding under the relevant measure of the multi-annual 

programme); and 

 State any other potential beneficial synergies associated with the proposed project. 

 

Readiness – planning permissions and site availability/suitability 

 

 Outline the extent to which the necessary planning consents (e.g. planning 

permission, including Part 8, environmental, wildlife archaeological etc.) are in place 

on the date of application. Specific details of the consents should be set out in the 

appendices. 

 Outlined the extent to which adequately sized, located and suitable sites are 

available (either in the public domain or in the ownership of the local authority or in 

the ownership of the community and will be made available for the project) for 

pumping stations and treatment plants.  

 There must be a clear indication that any acquired site(s) is/are suitable for any 

proposed waste water treatment plant and/or pumping station(s); 

 In the case of an Integrated Constructed Wetlands (ICW) based solution proposal 

consider if a suitable and adequate land area is available (refer to DEHLG guidance 

document for area requirements)36. 

 Where permissions/land ownership are not in place, make observations and 

preliminary indicators of site suitability (visual observation or other local knowledge 

on ground conditions and is/are the area(s) in a flood zone). 

 Outline potential planning issues, e.g. designated areas, proximity to sensitive 

receptors (where not already acquired). 

 Outline risks identified e.g. rail crossings, river/stream crossings, land acquisition 

(where not already acquired), wayleaves etc. 

 

Capacity of local authority to deliver the project 

 

 Outline any recent local authority experience that is particularly relevant to the 

delivery of the proposed project, eg in constructing ICW. 

                                                           
36 See at this link: https://www.housing.old.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-
files/en/Publications/Environment/Water/FileDownLoad,24931,en.pdf 

https://www.housing.old.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Environment/Water/FileDownLoad,24931,en.pdf
https://www.housing.old.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Environment/Water/FileDownLoad,24931,en.pdf
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 Outline any recent local authority experience in co-ordination of the delivery of 

significant sized water services projects, eg Rural Water Services etc. 

 

Estimated project delivery timeline 

 

 Using the template (Table 1) provided below, give a clear breakdown of the delivery 

stages for the proposed project, with realistic timelines for each in months. This 

should run from commencement (approval) to completion (handover to Irish Water). 

A Gantt chart is not required. 

 

Table 1 - Delivery activities timelines for project to provide waste water collection and 

treatment needs of [insert name] village/settlement. 

Delivery activity 

Estimated 

time to 

undertake 

(months) 

Appointment of consultant engineer and other experts by the local 

authority 
 

Preliminary design/Pre-connection enquiry to Irish Water  

Detailed design (including site investigation, environment 

studies)/acquire site and wayleaves 
 

Consideration of final design by Irish Water/final community 

consultation 
 

Obtain all necessary planning consents, including environmental  

Pricing process by Irish Water (framework contractor)  

Construction of the works  

Handover of the completed works to Irish Water  

Total estimate to complete project 
XX months (XX 

years) 

Notes  

 

For the purpose of the application for funding a holding sum of €25,000 per annum should 

be assigned for the Project Manager. This will likely change as projects are assigned. 

 

Notes should be added to clarify each stage or stages added as considered necessary. 
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Potential impact on climate change 

 Outline how the proposal can contribute to the objectives of the Climate Action Plan 

and assist in the transition to a competitive, low carbon, climate-resilient and 

environmentally sustainable economy. 

 

Estimated costs 

 

 All project proposals must demonstrate detailed project costings and clear value for 

money. 

 Compare options and provide a simple whole life cost (30 years) assessment in 

tabular basis for: 

 

o locally post appropriate treatment to surface water or percolation to ground;  

or 

o remotely to existing Irish Water infrastructure (collection network or 

treatment plant). 

 

 Provide a breakdown of estimated costs for the various stages of the capital works, 

ie planning and construction. These are to be fully inclusive of fees, charges. VAT etc.  

 

Part 2 – Existing and Proposed Infrastructure 

 

Existing infrastructure 

 

 Outline what existing domestic waste water treatment is in place and its suitability 

for the area; 

 Outline, if present in the village/settlement, any local authority housing estate(s) 

and/or private housing estates(s) depending on Developer Provided Water Services 

Infrastructure for waste water treatment: 

 

o State condition/serviceability of the infrastructure; 

o State performance currently being achieved and potential for future and 

o Treated effluent discharge - state if discharge is to surface water or 

percolation to ground. 

 

 Drainage – state is surface water generally separately collected and disposed. 
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Waste water collection network requirements 

 

 State the estimated length of gravity sewers required to serve the ‘core area’ and 

convey onward to treatment or pumping station; 

 State any anticipated pumping requirements (number of pumping stations and 

lengths of rising mains); and 

 Indicate the estimated extend in the public domain or in third party lands in all 

instances. 

 

Waste water discharge options 

 

 Outline the anticipated effluent treatment options: 

 

o locally post appropriate treatment to surface water or percolation to ground;  

or 

o remotely to an existing Irish Water infrastructure (collection network or 

treatment plant) with adequate spare capacity ie existing or within the 

timeframe of the proposed project. 

 

 Locally post appropriate treatment option: 

 

o For discharge to surface water option (where available) state:  

 

 Assimilative capacity, dilution (DWF: Q95 river flow, i.e. 5% ile flow). 

 Water quality status at discharge point. 

 If small stream - Small Stream Risk Score/evidence of pollution. 

 If proposed discharge point is upstream of protected area (e.g. SAC) 

briefly give details of the area. 

 Required effluent standards to achieve good water status in receiving 

water (high status for relevant protected waters). 

 

or alternatively: 

 

o For discharge to ground option (where a suitable surface water discharge not 

available) state:  

 

 Percolation test/soil permeability/depth to ground (if available or 

obtainable). 

 

State proximity of proposed waste water treatment plant to treated effluent 

discharge point ie to surface water or ground discharge point.  
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State views on suitability of the village/settlement for a sustainable solution eg 

based on Integrated Constructed Wetlands (ICW). 

 

 Remotely to existing Irish Water infrastructure option: 

 

o Outline main pumping station and rising main requirements. 

 

Water distribution network requirements 

 

 State the estimated length of distribution mains required to serve the ‘core area’ and 

any trunk/distribution mains from source of supply; 

 State source of supply, i.e. public (Irish Water) or private (existing group water 

scheme). The name of the supply to be stated in both cases. 

 

Part 3 - Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

 State briefly the conclusions and recommendations of the feasibility study, including 

the options available and considered, estimated costs to bring a sustainable and 

value for money solution to the waste water collection and treatment needs of the 

village/settlement.  

 

Appendices to feasibility study 

 Provide A4/A3 map(s) showing an outline of the anticipated required infrastructure 

for the ‘core area’ – network routes and locations of pumping stations and 

treatment plants etc. 

 Has any preliminary design already been done (in last 10 years) - if so when and 

provide, if considered relevant, to Irish Water in a separate PDF file; and  

 Provide any relevant data referred to in Part 1, 2 or 3. 
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Appendix 1 – Abbreviation of Terms  

Abbreviation Description 

BOD Biochemical Oxygen Demand 

CIP Capital Investment Plan 

CRU Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

DWR Drinking Water Regulations 

DWWTS Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

LAWPRO Local Authority Waters Programme  

MARWP Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 

NDP National Development Plan 

NFGWS National Federation of Group Water Schemes 

NIP National Inspection Plan 

NPF National Planning Framework 

PE Population Equivalent 

PSC Public Spending Code 

RBMP River Basin Management Plan 

RSES Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 

RWP Rural Water Programme 

SUDS Sustainable Urban Drainage System 

ST&VGP Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme 

WFD Water Framework Directive 

WSPS Water Services Policy Statement 

WWTP Waste Water Treatment Plant 

VFM Value for money 
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Appendix 2 – Glossary of Terms 

Term Description 

Affordable Affordable is a consideration from the point of view of the budget 

and other financial criteria of the Department as funder. Projects 

that provide value for money may not be affordable and vice 

versa. 

Agglomeration An area where the population or economic activities or both are 

sufficiently concentrated for a waste water works (collection and 

treatment) to have been put in place. 

Amalgamation The combining by interconnection of two or more water or waste 

water networks to function as s single network under a new entity. 

Asset Infrastructure (e.g. buildings, treatment plants) and equipment 

(e.g. pumps, treatment units and control panels etc) controlled 

and operated by Irish Water to deliver drinking water and waste 

water services. 

Biodiversity Biodiversity describes the variety of life on the planet or a specific 

region, measurable as the variety within species, between species, 

and the variety of ecosystems. 

Capital Investment 

Plan (CIP) 

The Irish Water plan, that sets out their capital projects at various 

stages of implementation, that they considers necessary for 

advancement in a specific time period, currently 2020-2024, for 

the effective performance by it of its functions. For the purposes 

of this Framework the reference also includes investment under 

their Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme (ST&VGP). 

Capital replacement The replacement of items of plant with a design or useful life of at 

least five years (period depend on the specific terms of the 

contract). 

Carbon footprint A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse gas 

emissions caused by an individual or organisation from the 

production, use and including end-of-life of a product or service 

expressed as carbon dioxide equivalent. 

Climate change The changes in the rate of occurrence and scales of extreme 

weather events, such as heatwaves or rainfall events, and slow 

onset changes such as sea-level rise, loss of glaciers, and 

ecosystem changes. 



Page | 68  
 

Term Description 

Commission for 

Regulation of 

Utilities (CRU) 

The Commission is Ireland’s independent energy and water 

regulator. 

Core area The ‘core area’ is the more compact developed part of a 

village/settlement inside a fairly distinct boundary beyond which 

the construction of a network for central waste water treatment 

would not be environmentally or economically viable. 

Core Strategy The quantitatively based settlement and growth strategy for the 

spatial development of the area of the planning authority in the 

medium to longer term, demonstrating that the development plan 

and its objectives are consistent with national and regional 

development objectives set out in the NPF and the RSES. 

Demonstration 

project 

The first wave, involving a small number, of self-contained projects 

for investment under the multi-annual programme that will test or 

demonstrate a particular model or approach for the progressive 

delivery of infrastructure with stakeholders (communities, local 

authorities, Irish Water and the Department) working together. 

Department The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and 

including the Department as previously named. 

Discharge Treated effluent from a waste water treatment plant which is 

returned to the water environment. This is usually from a pipe and 

outflow structure into a river or the sea. 

Drinking Water 

Regulations (DWR) 

European Union (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014 - S.I. No. 122 

of 2014. 

European Directive A legal act of the European Union which requires member states 

to achieve a particular result. Examples are the Drinking Water 

Directive, Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and the Water 

Framework Directive. 

Framework 

document 

The guidance for all stakeholders (projects, local authorities etc) 

Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2025 on the scope 

and focus of the multi-annual programme. 

Groundwater Water located beneath the ground surface in soil and rock pore 

spaces and fractures within rock formations. 
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Term Description 

Headroom Spare capacity in water and waste water infrastructure (treatment 

plants and networks) to cope with adverse weather conditions or 

unplanned incidents such as a break in a trunk main or equipment 

failures at a treatment plant. 

Implementation 

Stage 

The stage during which a project is under construction, or plans to 

do are being prepared where no construction activity is yet 

underway. 

Local Authority 

Waters Programme 

(LAWPRO) 

A local authority service to develop integrated river basin 

management planning by working with local authorities and State 

agencies to meet obligations under the WFD to improve water 

quality that delivers for local stakeholders. 

Minister Reference to the Minister in this document means the Minister for 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage or predecessors unless 

stated otherwise. 

Multi-annual Rural 

Water Programme 

(MARWP) 

The multi-annual programme that, through State funding, delivers 

capital improvements to private domestic water and waste water 

services in areas of rural Ireland where there are no public (Irish 

Water) water or waste water services. 

National 

Development Plan 

(NDP) 

The National Development Plan provides enabling investment to 

implement the strategy for the development of Ireland to 2040. 

National Federation 

of Group Water 

Schemes (NFGWS) 

The representative organisation for the community-owned Group 

Water Scheme Sector in Ireland. 

National Inspection 

Plan (NIP) 

The plan published by the EPA for the improvement of defective 

Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (mostly septic tanks). 

National Planning 

Framework (NPF) 

The National Planning Framework sets the vision and strategy for 

the development of Ireland to 2040. 

Network The interconnection of pipes and pumping stations used for the 

distribution of treated water and the collection of waste water. 

Population 

Equivalent (PE) 

Waste water treatment plants are described in terms of their 

designed treatment capacity, which is generally expressed as 

population equivalents (PE). PE is a converted measurement of 
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Term Description 

total organic biodegradable load (domestic, commercial, industrial 

and institutional) on a plant. One person is considered to generate 

one PE or 60g of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) per day. 

Project Ireland 2040 The government’s long-term overarching strategy to make Ireland 

a better country for all of its people. It is comprised of the National 

Planning Framework and the National Development Plan. 

Public Procurement 

Policy 

The overarching framework on the procurement procedures to be 

followed by Government Departments’ and State Bodies under 

national and EU procurement rules. 

Public Realm Generally refers to all areas to which the public has access, 

including roads, streets, footpaths, cycle lanes, street furniture, 

parks, open spaces and public buildings and facilities. 

Public Spending 

Code (PSC) 

The set of rules and procedures that ensure that public spending 

standards are upheld across the Irish public service 

Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategy 

(RSES) 

The strategy that sets out the strategic regional development 

framework for a region, with a primary aim to implement the NPF, 

at the regional tier of Government and to support the 

achievement of balanced regional development. 

Resilience The ability of a system (e.g. water supply zone, water supply or 

waste water infrastructure) to cope with change or stress. In a 

drinking water and waste water services context stress to the 

system or network could result from increased demand, partial 

failure of operating plant, climate change or local contamination of 

water sources etc. 

River Basin 

Management Plan 

(RBMP) 

The normally six year plan under the WFD which sets out the 

approach for the protection and management of water quality in 

rivers, lakes, groundwater, estuaries and coastal waters through a 

range of measures (proposals) for protecting and improving the 

water environment. 

Small Towns and 

Villages Growth 

Programme 

(ST&VGP) 

Irish Water programme for water and waste water which is part of 

their CIP but is specifically aimed at supporting the growth of 

identified settlements where these are prioritised in the Core 

Strategy of the development plan for a planning authority 

(county/city) area. 
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Term Description 

Source protection Measures to protect the source of a drinking water supply. 

Storm water sewer Any pipe used solely to transport storm water (rainwater run-off) 

and should be constructed and operated to the requirements of 

the relevant local authority or roads authority. 

Surface water All water or other water that is not in a pipe, but is on the surface 

of the land. 

Sustainable Sustainable, in the context of the Rural Water Programme, is a test 

of whether or not a water service process continues to be as 

efficient as possible to deliver the intended or required outcome 

over time after the ending of investment under the multi-annual 

programme. Sustainability ties closely to value for money. 

Sustainable Urban 

Drainage System 

(SUDS) 

A system of practices and control structures designed to minimise 

the impact of surface water runoff by replicating, as close as 

possible, the natural drainage of the site prior to the development. 

Value for money 

(VFM) 

The most advantageous combination of cost, considered on a 

whole life basis, and quality to achieve intended or required 

outcome. Value for money ties closely to sustainability. 

Vesting The mode by which the ownership of water services infrastructure 

transfers to Irish Water under the requirements of Irish Water. 

Waste water Domestic waste water or the mixture of domestic waste water 

with industrial waste water. 

Waste water 

discharge 

The discharge of a pollutant to water from a waste water works 

including indirect discharge after percolation through the ground 

and discharges from storm water or emergency overflows. 

Waste water 

infrastructure 

Physical facilities typically waste water collection networks and its 

ancillary parts (chambers, pumping stations, etc) and waste water 

treatment plants including associate equipment (pumps, controls 

etc) which are owned and operated by a water services authority. 

Water infrastructure The physical facilities typically consisting to water networks ie 

abstraction, distribution, rising mains, and storage etc and 

treatment plants including associate equipment (e.g. pumps, 

controls disinfection systems etc). 
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Term Description 

Water services  Includes both water and waste water services. 

Water Body A defined section of river, lake or groundwater identified in the 

water body characterisation of the RBMP developed under the 

Water Framework Directive. 
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