


 
 
 
 
 
 

4. “Young Farmer” definition on Page 17 of Document. We fully agree with this review. 
We require the following amendments: 
 a. There should be no off farm income limit 
 b. As many young farmers, new entrant farmers, old young farmers whom are in their late 
     30s and had no access to the National Reserve for entitlements and did not get 
     Installation aid should now be admitted to the scheme as most of these farmers bought 
     their entitlements and should now be entitled to top up those entitlements from the 
                 National Reserve and get entitlements for their naked land from the National Reserve. 
              c.We refer to Page 22 Eligibility Conditions for the Complementary Income Support for 
                 Young Farmers. The 5 years rule for eligibility rules out farmers mid to late 30s once                              
                  again. A group of farmers whom started farming from year 2001 onward whom would 
                  be say 18 years of age would still only be 40 years of age in 2023 so why leave these 
                  farmers in the lurch with no access to entitlements once again. We will call these farmers 
                  “new old farmers”. 
                  This 5 year rule should be removed entirely and leave the condition under 40 years of 
                  age as the only age criterium or hurdle to be jumped 
               d.Once again it appears that anyone under 40 years of age with no historical link to 
                  farming can do the Green Cert, lease land, harvest 50 ha of entitlements on rented or   
                  leased land and disenfranchise the “ real farmer” who meets the definition of a farmer. 
                  The “real farmer” who farmed for 5 -10 years, had an active flock/herd number, bought 
                  their entitlements or had no entitlements. These farmers meet the test of a farmer that 
                  are entitled to have priority access to the National Reserve and are not Entitlement    
                  Raiders which the thrust of the Complimentary Income Support for Young Farmers 
                  the current proposals seem to cater for. In that all farmers are coughing up 6% to the 
                  Young Farmers Top Up and the National Reserve and are not all at same level of 
                  entitlement Value as is under the scheme they are deducted to support coupled with ease 
                  of access of Entitlement Raiders is a slap in the face to the mainstream active farmer. 
                  It appears now that you harvest entitlements first and decide to farm afterward which is 
                  the thrust of the current proposals and this loophole should be closed to read farm for 5 
                  years and then apply for entitlements this way will sort the chaff from the oats. 
                      
 

5. Eco Schemes as outlined on page 23 of Summary of the Draft CAP Strategic Plan 2023-
2027 is acceptable and achievable by farmers in Leitrim. The doubling up of the Space for 
Nature to 14% can act as a 2 in 1 compliance measure and is acceptable. 

It is our understanding from reading Page 17 that 30% of a parcel of land or lands in a farmers 
charge with features that may be beneficial to water protection, climate and biodiversity can benefit 
from the eco payment element at circa €64.00/ha of the proposed eco scheme. 
We require the following clarifications 
a. That these lands which could be added to the farmers existing entitled lands and constitute    
    30% of the overall declaration at 70% land with entitlements plus 30% without    
    entitlements(lands meeting the water protection, climate and biodiversity guidelines) and 
    heretofore red lined lands excluding rock/road deducted from a farmers parcels over the 
    years. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
b. That traditional woodland be included for the eco payment of €64.00/ha 
c. That private forest land planted under the Operational Forestry Programme 1989-1993 
    which did not qualify for support under the 1992 Mc Sharry CAP reforms      
d. Forest & woodlands with species provenance not suitable for commercial harvesting but 
    suitable for biodiversity purposes. 
 
 

6. We do not think the ewe welfare payment under the Pillar 2 at €12.00 is sufficient in 
recognition of the eco characteristics of the ewe in foraging our hill landscapes, the geo 
instincts of the ewe on the commonage is now relegated and forgotten in the current draft 
proposals. We would suggest that the Ewe welfare payment is increased to €17.00/ewe 

otherwise we will have to get innovative to support snipe and wild geese as they will be the only 
grazers foragers left on the hill so please reconsider this request. 
   
We wish to express our thanks to the DAFM & the Minister for the opening up of the consultation 
process and the representation of the view of our farmer representative bodies and again urge you to   
review the varies elements of the schemes as outlined above to be more farmer friendly and to be   
more focused to the actual realities on the ground. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 

 
for and on behalf of County Leitrim IFA Executive 
 




