
 T05/622A application – Mr Dan O’Shea  

 

Additional information hereunder to be read in tandem with the 

application form. 



From: dan o shea <danosheamussel1@gmail.com>  
Sent: 02 November 2021 16:19 
To: Coakley, John <John.Coakley@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: Re: FW: Aquaculture and Foreshore Licence Applications T05/622, T05/623, T05/624, 
T05/625 
 
 
hello john  
regarding Tina s questions from sfpa 
1 
i have made a mistake on page 7 , it should be intertidal instead of subtidal 
sorry 
2 
also question 2.. i made a mistake. page 8 should have been hand harvesting instead of bottom 
extensive. 
sorry 
3 
there is no one growing winkles in the state or in europe . 
I am hoping to be the first to successfully grow periwinkles in Ireland . 
there are millions of winkle spat fall / seed/ every year, on exposed shores 90 % die due to waves 
crushing them after storms, 
my plan.. if i could save even 1% of seed that are killed from wave action that crushes the seed, 
by hand picking the seed and relaying in sheltered areas to grow to full size,, the seed is only 2 or 3 
mm in sizes . 
 
I am not looking for an exclusive right to natural stocks. i looking for a licence to grow winkles  
 
if the sfpa need more information please contact me again  
regards 
Dan o shea 
 

mailto:danosheamussel1@gmail.com
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Dear Deirdre, 

In response to your request for clarifications please find responses in red.  

 

How will wild picking and on-growing be organised at each site? Are some sites for picking of wild 
periwinkles and others for on-growing? 

All sites are for on-growing and juvenile periwinkle seed production. 

 

Are there going to be movements of wild periwinkles between proposed sites or other sites? 

There will be no movements between sites. 

 

Can details be provided on timelines relating to the growth cycle, life history stages and associated 
picking of wild periwinkle, subsequent on-growing and harvesting? Specifically: 

Is the proposed picking of wild periwinkle a year round activity, or seasonal activity, or carried out 
according to some other timeline? 

Juvenile periwinkles 2mm – 10mm will be collected from exposed local shores March to September, for 
the first year. to restock the site. 

  

Due to excessive harvesting periwinkle numbers on shore are low, hence the need to restock initially.  
After two years of on-growing it is proposed that the site will be self-sustaining in terms of juveniles, 
once an adult breeding population is maintained. 

Periwinkles spawn from December to February, with juveniles from 2mm – 5mm appearing on shore 
from February to June.  In the first year they grow to 10mm.  In the second year they grow to 12mm and 
some of the cohort begin to spawn.  In the third year they grow to 15mm, with increased spawning 
within the population.  In the fourth year they grow to >18mm and are then harvested, leaving behind 
the smaller periwinkles to spawn and restock the site. 

 

Is the proposed harvesting of on-grown wild periwinkle a year round activity, or seasonal activity, or 
carried out according to some other timeline? 



Periwinkles will be harvested at the end of each year, servicing the lucrative French Christmas market. 

 

What will the lowest size limit be for on-grown wild periwinkles when harvested? 

Periwinkles will be harvested at >18mm. 

 

How many wild periwinkles (number/ weight/ density) are to be harvested per year for on-growing? 

50kg to 100kg will be harvested for each site of 2mm – 10mm juveniles, but only for the first year.  After 
the initial re-stock the site will be self-sustaining. 

 

Where will these individuals be harvested from? 

From exposed local rocky outcrops, only accessible by boat.  These areas are heavily affected by storms, 
washing off and often crushing any juvenile seed. 

 

Does the operator propose to use structures or some sort of containment system at the sites? 

No structures or containment systems will be used.  The sites selected are natural coves that provide 
shelter and a form of natural containment by their topography, suitable for supporting a self-sustaining 
managed periwinkle population.   

 

Is there any planned supplemental feeding? If so, what sort of feed will be used and where is it sourced? 

No, food for the periwinkles is in plentiful supply, both growing on site and washed in after storms.  

Each of the sites have a thriving algal resource, of fast growing red and green seaweeds along with 
smaller microalgae to feed a managed population of periwinkles.  In addition, storm cast brown 
seaweeds which are funnelled into the sites, these natural enclosures, are consumed by the periwinkles 
as the brown seaweed decomposes. 
 
Yours, 
 
 
Daniel O’Shea 
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