
 Minutes of the Fifth Meeting of Antiparasitic Resistance Stakeholder Committee 

 

Wednesday 25th November 2021 14.30-16.30 

 

Webex Video Conference hosted by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 

1. Welcome 

Chairman welcomed all attendees to the 5th meeting of the Antiparastic Resistance Stakeholders 

Group 

 

2.Apologies 

No apologies were noted. 

 

3.Minutes of last meeting 

The Minutes of the fourth meeting were adopted and will be uploaded onto the DAFM webpage. 

 

4.Antiparasitic Resistance Action plan (DAFM). 

DAFM presented the progress update reports of the Antiparasitic Resistance Stakeholder Group 

Action Plan to the group.  

Under Strategic Objective 1 updates were provided by AHI, Teagasc, DAFM: 

•  AHI provided an update on a pilot sheep Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health 

(TASAH) addressing parasite control. It was launched in Q3 of 2021 and 65 PVPs have availed 

of the training and can deliver a TASAH visit potentially covering 400 flocks in total. Under 

this TASAH information will be collected on anthelmintic use on farm. DAFM advised the 

group that there are plans to roll out a larger TASAH for parasite control in cattle and sheep 

in 2022, this TASAH has gone to tender.  

• Teagasc gave an update on a training module that was rolled out in June 2021 to sheep farm 

advisors in relation to best practice for parasite control which links with four key strategies 

to slow APR development. A similar module has been developed for dairy and beef farm 

advisors. A survey of farmers to assess current understanding and awareness relating to use 

of antiparasitics, antiparasitic resistance, animal health and the environment is now live.  

Surveys have been developed for dairy/beef and sheep farmers. 



ACTION POINT 1: DAFM will share the information to the APR SG on how to access Teagasc 

survey for further reference and further dissemination. 

 

Under Strategic Objective 2 an update was provided from DAFM for two actions: 

 

• In relation to surveillance of antiparasitic use and antiparasitic resistance, development of 

this project is ongoing. The intention is to harness findings to provide a baseline of 

information of antiparastic use and antiparasitic resistance levels on farms.  

 

•  The development of the National Veterinary Prescribing System (NVPS) has continued to 

progress, with all stakeholders having been met. The system will cater for food producing 

animals including fish and horses initially. There is a dedicated NVPS website page available 

on Gov.ie with regular updates. Training videos will be uploaded in January 2022 for users 

and a series of webinars are anticipated in January to demonstrate how NVPS works. UAT to 

commence end of November with Go Live planned for end January 2022. Phase for 

implementation planned to allow familiarity of system for all stakeholders.  

Under strategic number 4, progress updates were provided by VCI, Teagasc, AHI: 

• The VCI draft Code of Professional Conduct underwent public consultation in October 2021, 

following a focus group session convened on 7 September 2021. Code of Conduct to be 

finalised for publication on December 9th and will be circulated to registrants in January 

2022. VCI was very pleased with the level of engagement with stakeholders during the public 

consultation. VCI thanked APR committee members for their engagement with the revision 

to the code of professional conduct. 

• AHI advised that the Parasite TWG will begin working on Codes of good practice regarding 

responsible use of antiparasitics for dairy and beef farmers in Q1 2022. 

Under Strategic Objective 5 Teagasc, AHI and EPA provided updates: 

• A funding application has been submitted by Teagasc to the HEA North-South Research 

Programme Funding call to quantify bioeconomic and environmental impacts of current 

parasite control practices.  

• AHI advised the group that an output of the Beef HealthCheck programme was a paper on 

the economic impact of liver fluke in terms of reduced liveweight gains and increased days 

to slaughter all of which is very relevant in the context of the debate on the environmental 

impacts of livestock farming.  

• The availability of breeding indices for liver fluke have been promoted this year through AHI 

publications (Beef HealthCheck newsletter), ICBF and Teagasc.  

• The Teagasc/Sheep Ireland led OviFEC project which aims to develop genetic parameters for 

resistance to gastrointestinal nematode (GIN) infections in lambs and incorporate them into 

the Irish national breeding programme is due to commence 2022. 

• Regarding water quality monitoring for the presence of AP residues in surface and ground 

waters, EPA advised that the Red List Surveillance report for 2020 was released in 2021 

(attached as a Meeting Paper).  The 2021 analysis report is due end Q1 2022.  EPA is hoping 

to expand this periodic watch list monitoring to include more indicators for antiparasitics  



AP2 EPA to update the group at a future meeting regarding the AP substances on the watch list.  

Reference was made by ILMA to the recently published article ‘Best practice protocols for use of 

antiparasitic drugs on farms in Ireland’, written by Dr J. G. Beechinor, HPRA and its clarity of 

messaging around prudent use of antiparasitic veterinary medicinal products (VMPs) and APR.  

Under Strategic Objective 6 the following updates were given by DAFM: 

• The validity period of a prescription for antiparasitics will be set at 12 months 

• The revised VCI Code of Professional Conduct which will be published shortly includes 

definitions for terms such as “Proper Assessment”. 

• Attorney General’s office confirmed that only veterinary professionals can issue veterinary 

prescriptions within Ireland. 

• Legal advice is that decoupling of prescription and supply is not an available  legal option in 

Ireland.  

DAFM concluded the progress updates by summing up that there are currently 40 actions in the plan 

and welcomed the submission of further actions for consideration.  

AP3 The completed progress update report is to be circulated after the meeting  

 

5.Antiparasitic sales trends in recent years (Natascha Meunier, AHI)  

Natascha Meunier (AHI) provided an update on a project AHI has completed regarding initial analysis 

of antiparastic sales data received from 2016-2019 in Ireland.  The overview points are: 

•There are major seasonal trends in the sales data of all drug classes, sales in the first 

quarter of the year are low with sales rising to coincide with grazing/housing period.  

•There is a high level of sales of macrocyclic lactones, while sales of new generation 

anthelmintics (Monepantel, Derquantel) are low. 

•Total weight of active ingredients  sold in 2018 and 2019 are lower than for 2017. 

•Overall, using population correction units developed by the European Medicines Agency, 

sales of levamisole, flukicides and combination products have decreased over time, while 

sales of benzimidazoles and macrocyclic lactones have remained relatively stable. 

•Further analysis, incorporating data for both 2020 and 2021 are planned.  

The baseline trends from this work will be useful for monitoring trends resulting from the 

changes in legislation but will not provide data on individual farm usage. ILMA queried the 

low sales of newer sheep only antiparastic products, and the potential reasons for this. 

Teagasc suggested that the higher cost and POM status of this product has likely resulted in 

less being sold while AHI and VI suggested that supply shortages are likely to be contributing 

factors also.  

 



6. Update on Regulation 2019/6 

DAFM advised that Reg 2019/6 is coming into effect on 28th January 2022 as previously outlined. 

Article 105 of 2019/6 on prescribing veterinary medicines will also come into effect on that date. The 

Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine has acknowledged the concerns of stakeholders and 

has taken the decision to defer the requirement for a veterinary prescription to dispense 

antiparasitics until June 1st, 2022.   This allows for a roadmap to full compliance for stakeholders, and 

a period to adapt to the NVPS and for a parasite control TASAH to be rolled out to cattle and sheep 

farmers. From 1st June 2022, it will be mandatory to have a prescription in order to dispense/ supply 

antiparasitics. These prescriptions will be required to be transmitted to the NVPS. 

7.Stakeholder Feedback 

There was broad welcoming of the four-month deferral of the requirement for antiparasitic VMPs to 

be dispensed only on foot of a prescription. 

In the wide-ranging discussions that followed, stakeholders raised a number of issues: 

• Whether vets can use written prescriptions in lieu of e-prescribing in the period from 28th 

January to 1st June 

• Whether a Statutory Instrument will be in place by June 1st that will compel vets to use the 

NVPS 

• Whether internet sales of POMs would be allowed post January 28th  

• Whether generic substitutions would be allowed for AP VMPs dispensed under NVPS 

• Whether a Private veterinary practitioner can post a dispensed prescription on the new 

NVPS. DAFM clarified points made in an It’s Your Field Article pertaining to the NVPS and the 

legislative requirements of prescribing vets pertaining to writing/ dispensing prescriptions 

under the NVPS.  

• Regarding a Regulatory impact assessment on the economic impact on licensed merchants 

of antiparasitics going POM. (AP4) 

• Impact of change in route of supply on stakeholder businesses economic viability 

• That all stakeholders have a role to play in mitigating the development of APR and an overall 

holistic approach involving all stakeholders working together will be in the best interests of 

animal health.  

While private veterinary practitioners can continue to use paper prescription pads during the 

transition period Jan 28th -31st May 2022, DAFM confirmed that use of NVPS by private veterinary 

practitioners would be available for use by the end of January 2022 and subsequently be mandatory 

by June 1st, 2022.  

DAFM clarified that all prescriptions, non-dispensed and dispensed will be required to be recorded 

on the NVPS from June 1st, 2022. 

DAFM confirmed that legislation is expected to be in place in Q1 of 2022 underpinning the 

requirement to submit all prescriptions and dispensing information via the NVPS. 



DAFM reaffirmed that the parasite control TASAHs to be delivered in 2022 will support herd health 

planning and responsible use of antiparasitic VMPs. An extensive communications campaign will be 

developed and rolled out by DAFM to support stakeholders in adapting to the new Regulation/NVPS.  

AP5 Complexities of identifying interchangeable products to be discussed with HPRA 

 

 

8. AOB and Date of next meeting 

Chairman advised the group that the Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine would be making 

an announcement shortly regarding his decision to defer the requirement for a veterinary 

prescription to dispense anitparasitics until June 1st 2022. 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting and a date and time for the next meeting will be circulated 

(AP6) 

  

Actions 

Action 

No. 

Agenda 

Item 

 

Description 

1 4 DAFM will circulate information to the APR SG members on how to access the 
Teagasc Survey for farmers on APU/APR. 

2 4 EPA to update the group at a future meeting regarding the AP substances on the 
watch list.  
 

3 4 The completed progress update report is to be circulated after the meeting by 
DAFM 
 

4 7 Regulatory Impact Assessment to be carried out 

5 7 DAFM to discuss complexities of identifying interchangeable generic AP products  
with HPRA 
 

6 8 DAFM to circulate a date and time for the next meeting (for end Jan/ beginning 

Feb 2022) 
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