
 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum Implementation Working Group (IWG) – Meeting 10. 

Date: 30th November 2021 

Time: 14:00 – 16;00. 

Location: Virtual Meeting. 

Purpose: The stated purpose of the IWG is to consider the details and modalities for the policies set out in 
the bTB strategy. 

 

Attendees 
Chair:  

Sean Brady. 

 

Chair TB Forum: 

Michael Cronin. 

 

Organisations: 

Lorcan McCabe, Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, John Barron, ICSA; Ray Doyle, ICOS; Pat Farrell, T Bourke, IFA; 

Kevin Twomey, Farmer; David Graham, Animal Health Ireland, Michael Miley, Communications Expert. 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM): 

Eoin Ryan, Patricia Reilly, Philip Breslin, Rosanne Greene, Karina Wrigley. 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Donal Mooney. 

 

Apologies:  

No apologies received 

Minutes 

 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by Chair The Chair welcomed all representatives to the meeting and thanked 

everyone for their contribution and time. 
Minutes of last meeting Minutes of meeting 9 were agreed.  
Statistical and wildlife 
update 

DAFM provided the IWG with an update on disease trends and the 
inconclusive policy. The success of the wildlife app (360 setts 
reported in its first week) was recognised. DAFM were asked to 
consider options for outsourcing wildlife work if staffing was a 
constraint. DAFM’s achievement in doubling the number of badgers 
captured compared to two years ago was acknowledged 

Whole Genome 
Sequencing Case 
Studies  

There was considerable interest in this from the IWG. The case 
studies help to demonstrate the nuance and complexity of disease 
transmission.   

Communications The positive engagement and education efforts being made by DAFM 
in collaboration with IWG member organisations at local level were 
praised. The IWG expressed support for the ongoing efforts. The IWG 
communications sub-group is to meet again shortly. 



EU Animal Health Law: 
movements into/out of 
restricted herds 

The IWG agreed with the proposal that herds split in 2 by DAFM 
would not lose out on compensation because of movements 
between the two herds. All parties agreed with proposal that OFMV 
be paid on home bred heifers, returning to the home herd, that 
moved out to contract rearing prior to the 1st of August 2021, while 
income supplement for the home herd would be reduced on pro-rata 
basis from the date of the inward movement of those animals. 
For movements out of home bred heifers post 1st August 2021, there 
was agreement with the proposal that both “home” and contract 
rearing herds should proactively engage in TB risk reduction 
measures and develop a pre-emptive risk mitigation plan. In the 
event of a subsequent TB breakdown, compensation eligibility (OFMV 
and pro-rata income supplement) would be dependent on the plan 
having been implemented. This proposal is to be developed in detail 
in Q1 2022.  DAFM are to collaborate with Teagasc on the Contract 
Rearing Information leaflet and pro forma rearing contract.  

EU Animal Health Law: 
Pre/Post movement 
testing 

A proposal for pre/post movement testing to apply to cows & bulls 
rather than C0-C3 herds was supported most members of the IWG. 
One organisation is to reflect further and committed to convey their 
position shortly.  

Any other business and 
close of meeting 

DAFM advised a query, regarding the requirement for a 30-day pre-
movement test under the risk mitigation plans, for a specific herd, be 
referred to the RVO.  DAFM will bring the query regarding the 4-
month herd test requirement to the Risk Mitigation Plan working 
group.  
 
There was a query regarding the policy on quality control of the TB 
test, specifically related to the very rare occasions where animals 
which are skin-test positive are deemed not to be reactors, based on 
GIF blood testing and a consideration by the DAFM case VI and SVI of 
the totality of the circumstances. DAFM stated that such cases are 
extremely rare but do occur, and such cattle are only deemed not to 
be reactors where, based on the evidence, DAFM vets form the 
opinion that these animals do not have TB and that the initial test 
result was due to other factors such as a biological aberration.  
M. Cronin, Chair of the TB Stakeholder Forum, thanked all for their 
hard work over the last year.  
The next IWG will be on the Tuesday 11th January 2022 at 11am.  
The Chair thanked all and closed the meeting.  

 

Action Points 

1 DAFM to circulate study on whole genome sequencing. 

2 DAFM to provide update of wildlife staffing figures at January meeting. 

3 DAFM to raise issue of 4-month test requirement at RMP working group. 

 


