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Why are we having a public consultation? 

The sea that surrounds us is part of our 

history, our economy and our way of life. We 

rely on it for food, to help regulate our 

climate, for energy and raw materials, as a 

source of recreation and inspiration and to 

support jobs. It is home to a vast range of 

marine biodiversity and contains globally 

important populations of many marine 

species.  

 

The evidence is clear. Scientists around the 

world conclude that the health of the ocean, 

including the North Atlantic, is at risk and that 

action is needed to address the loss of 

biodiversity and the functioning of the marine 

ecosystems. 

 

Challenges include pollution, over-

exploitation of living resources, incidental by-

catch, non-indigenous species, underwater 

noise and damage to the seabed. Marine 

litter, including microplastics, continues to 

blight our seas and cause impacts on the 

marine environment.  

 

Climate change is also causing fundamental 

and possibly irreversible changes to the 

ocean. These changes include warming of the 

sea, rising sea levels and loss of oxygen. 

Increased levels of carbon dioxide are also 

causing the ocean to become more acidic. 

 

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

(MSFD) is the mechanism by which EU 

Member States set policy on the marine 

environment and, amongst other things, take 

action to tackle these challenges and achieve 

a clean, healthy, biologically diverse and 

sustainably used marine environment. Within 

the Directive this is known as good 

environmental status (GES).  

 

Core to the work of achieving our goal of good 

environmental status is ensuring that 

interested parties (the public, stakeholders, 

maritime sectors and others) have the chance 

to participate in the process. This consultation 

forms part of that participation and focuses 

specifically on the measures Ireland intends to 

put in place to achieve good environmental 

status.  

In 2020 Ireland updated its environmental 

targets from 2013 to describe what a healthy 

sea should look like. The actions (known as 

the programme of measures or PoM) Ireland 

proposes to put in place are designed to meet 

these targets.  

These environmental targets form part of the 

National Marine Planning Framework and 

through its implementation aim to ensure 

that human activity is at sustainable levels 

and that the ecosystem is protected.  

One measure, which is specifically required 

under the Directive, is the development of 

Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s). Stand-alone 

legislation to enable the identification, 

designation and management of MPAs in 

accordance with Ireland’s national and 

international commitments is ongoing. 

Information on the development of Ireland’s 

MPA network can be found here. 

We are inviting consultation on the revision of 

the Programme of Measures to give 

interested parties the chance propose new 

measures to sustain and improve the health 

of our seas. This document provides the 

material necessary to inform this consultation 

including, the current environmental status of 

our marine areas, the measures already in 

place to protect it and explanation of the 

MSFD process.  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a4a9a-national-marine-planning-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/?referrer=http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/marine-environment/marine-protected-areas/marine-protected-areas
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The Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

The MSFD aims to achieve Good Environment 

Status (GES) for all marine waters in Europe 

and to protect the resource base for marine 

related economic and social activities. To 

determine GES Member States must assess 

the status of their marine waters against 11 

qualitative descriptors and associated national 

environmental targets.  

The descriptors can be divided into those that 

characterise the  condition or ‘State’ of the 

marine environment (biodiversity, commercial 

fish and shellfish, food webs and sea-floor 

integrity) and those referring to ‘Pressures’ 

that come from human activities (non-

indigenous species, eutrophication, 

hydrographical conditions, contaminants, 

contaminants in seafood, litter and energy, 

including underwater noise). Each descriptor 

has specific criteria that further describe the 

characteristics of a health sea (known as GES). 

When considered together, the descriptors 

define what the marine environment will look 

like when GES has been achieved.  

Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
Cycles 

The MSFD is implemented in 6-year cycles, 

with reporting required sequentially every 

two years. Ireland is currently on the final 

stage of the second cycle of MSFD 

implementation. Member States are required 

to systematically assess the environmental 

status of their marine environment, provide a 

description of GES, develop environmental 

targets and associated indicators (Marine 

Strategy Part 1), develop monitoring 

programmes (Marine Strategy Part 2) and put 

in place programmes of measures (Marine 

Strategy Part 3)  (Figure 1).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The Marine Strategy Framework Directive implementation process. 
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Ireland’s Marine Strategy Part 1: 
Assessment 

In 2020, Ireland assessed the marine 

environment, determined GES, and reported 

progress towards environmental targets and 

associated indicators.  

In the assessment, 5 of the 11 descriptors 

achieved GES. This included non-indigenous 

species, eutrophication, hydrographical 

conditions, contaminants and contaminants in 

seafood (Figure 2).  

GES was achieved for the primary criteria 

assessed for two descriptors; marine litter and 

noise. Lack of data and methodologies 

prevented assessment of additional primary 

criteria for these two descriptors.  

Three descriptors partially achieved GES, 

biodiversity, commercial fish and shellfish and 

Figure 2. Determination of Good Environmental Status for the 11 Descriptors of the 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive and their associated primary criteria and 

elements. 
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sea floor integrity. Some parts of the criteria 

for these descriptors did not achieve GES and 

some elements were not assessed.  

In the case of food webs, it has not been 

possible to assess GES.  

The 2020 assessment allowed for the 

identification of 25 environmental targets 

and associated indicators for Ireland. These 

targets describe what the marine 

environment will look like when GES is 

achieved, and allows us to track the 

effectiveness of measures.  

Ireland’s Marine Strategy Part 2: 
Monitoring Programmes 

In 2021, Ireland reviewed its monitoring 

programmes for the 11 descriptors of the 

MSFD. The main purpose of these monitoring 

programmes is to gather and collect scientific 

data and information to enable the 

assessment of Ireland’s marine environment. 

The programmes provide information to track 

the progress in achieving environmental 

targets and GES; to identify changes in the 

quality of Ireland’s marine environment over 

time and; to assess the effectiveness of 

measures designed to improve environmental 

outcomes.  

The newly revised monitoring strategy 

included 20 monitoring programmes and 36 

surveys or campaigns. This included revisions 

to five existing monitoring programmes, or 

their associated assessments, and included 

more than 10 new surveys or campaigns that 

were not captured in the first cycle. 

The revised Marine Strategy Part 2: 

Monitoring Programmes can be found here.  

 

Irelands Marine Strategy Part 3: 
Programme of Measures (PoMs) 

In 2016, Ireland’s initial PoMs was developed. 

The PoMs includes specific initiatives to 

ensure Ireland’s marine environment reaches 

its environmental targets. In the EU 

Commissions’ 2018 assessment of the 

effectiveness of Member States’ PoMs, 

Ireland had 77 % of all measures being 

deemed appropriate, 23 % as partially 

appropriate, and no measures labelled as 

insufficient.  

The Marine Strategy Part 3 is built on policy 

frameworks already in existence and the 

measures arising from these. Therefore, a 

significant part of all Member States PoMs 

consists of various existing measures under 

other legislation. For example, reporting of all 

relevant Water Framework Directive 

measures, as defined under the River Basin 

Management Plan, is required. 

Where the measures identified prove 

insufficient, Member States are expected to 

formulate additional measures. Member 

States have been asked to revise their PoMs 

this year, as part of the last stage of cycle 2. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c5d15-marine-strategy-framework-directive-200856ec-article-17-update-to-irelands-marine-strategy-part-2monitoring-programme-article-11/
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Public Consultation  

In 2022, Ireland will revise its Marine Strategy 

Part 3: Programme of Measures. The steps to 

complete this review can be found in Table 1. 

The revision will begin with a consultation 

that will allow the public and stakeholders the 

opportunity to give their views on whether 

the current measures are adequate and to 

suggest additional measures.  

Following this step, and in consultation with 

targeted stakeholders, a draft programme of 

measures will be developed. This will be 

accompanied by a socio-economic and cost-

benefit analysis of the new measures, as 

required by the Directive. Stakeholders will be 

informed of how the consultation was 

considered in the Programme of Measures at 

a stakeholder workshop to be held in autumn 

2022.  

This document provides the information 

required to help the people participate in the 

online consultation. This includes factsheets 

on each Descriptor and a list of all the current 

measures. 

If it is not possible to complete the online 

public consultation, the questions for the 

online public consultation are in Annex 2 and 

may be answered and returned to 

marine.env@housing.gov.ie no later than 20th 

May 2022. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/4513c-public-consultation-on-irelands-marine-strategy-framework-directive-marine-strategy-part-3-programme-of-measures/
mailto:marine.env@housing.gov.ie
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Table 1. Roadmap for the review of the MSFD Marine Strategy Part 2: Programme of Measures. 

Action Purpose Timeline 

Public Consultation 

Gather the public’s views on measures to be 

delivered for the MSFD Programme of 

Measures. 

March-mid-May 

2022 

(12 weeks) 

Revision and Development 

of measures 

Consider and revise measures to improve 

environmental status of Ireland’s Marine 

waters and reach Ireland’s environmental 

targets.  

June 2022 

Socio-Economic Analysis 

 

 

Cost Benefit Analysis 

Give due consideration to sustainable 

development, including the social and 

economic impacts of the measures. 

Ensure the measures are cost-effective and 

technically feasible, and carry out impact 

assessments, including cost-benefit analyses, 

prior to the introduction of any new measure. 

August 2022 

Draft Programme of 

Measures- Stakeholder 

Consultation 

Stakeholder meeting to discuss the outcomes 

of the public consultation and the programme 

of measures. 

September 2022 

Publication of the 

Programme of Measures 

and reporting to Europe 

Publication of the final MSFD Programme of 

Measures to meet our MSFD environmental 

targets and ensure good environmental status 

is achieved. 

October 2022 
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Annex I. Measures reported by Ireland for the Marine Strategy Framework Directive in cycle 1. 

Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

2 Ballast Water Management 
Convention 

M078 Upon the ratification of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Ballast Water 
Convention and its implementation under Irish law by statute Ireland will apply IMO and 
OSPAR guidelines for the control and management of ship's ballast water to minimise the 
transfer of harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M001 Continue to apply the Natura Directives and associated national regulations as laid down 
in S.I. No.477/2011 - European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M002 Complete the identification of Special Areas of Conservation by the end of 2015 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M003 Continue the protection of species and habitats listed in Annex I and II of the Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC) through the designation of Ireland's network of Special Areas of 
Conservation 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M004 Continue implementing an appropriate monitoring and assessment strategy addressing 
the distribution, extent and condition of habitats and species to support conservation 
status assessment under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M005 Continue to apply the requirement for Appropriate Assessment of activities within Natura 
sites as required under Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M006 Continue the protection of wild bird species through the designation of Ireland's network 
of Special Projection Areas under the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) 

1, 2, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M021 Promote site-specific measures to protect island bird colonies from invasion by non-
indigenous predatory mammals 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M022 Continue to be informed by the Action Plans developed by Bird Watch Ireland 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M023 Continue to implement ongoing measures to protect sites important for marine water 
bird species including Natural Heritage Areas, Wildfowl Sanctuaries and Irish Wetlands 
designated under the RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M025 Fulfil the obligations for the protection of migratory water bird species 

1, 4, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M037 Manage the risk posed by sea fisheries to protected cetaceans in accordance with the Risk 
Assessment for Special Areas of Conservation 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1 Birds and Habitats Directives M039 Complete the designation process for proposed Special Areas of Conservation for harbour 
porpoise and bottle nosed dolphin in Irish waters 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 Birds and Habitats Directives M059 Continue to manage the impacts of sea-fisheries and aquaculture in Special Areas of 
Conservation and Special Protection Areas 

2 Birds and Habitats Directives M070 Continue to enforce Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) and 
associated national Regulations with respect to the control of invasive species 

1, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M020 To continue to develop shellfish stock assessments which take into account requirements 
for protected bird species at national level within 6 nautical miles 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M041 Continue to effectively control and promote compliance in accordance with the EU 
fisheries legislation 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M042 To apply the Precautionary Principle to fisheries management to ensure that the 
exploitation of living marine biological resources restores and maintains populations of 
harvested species above levels which can produce the Maximum Sustainable Yield 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M043 Continue to support the development and implementation of Multi Annual Plans at EU 
Level 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M044 Continue to develop fishery closure areas and seasonal closures in conjunction with the 
Regional Groups of Member States and Advisory Councils based on the best available 
advice 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M045 Continue to examine and develop, where appropriate, closures of spawning and nursery 
grounds to preserve sensitive stocks at the national level, where sites are within the 6 
nautical mile limit, and at the EU level 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M046 Implementation of the Landing Obligation to help eliminate waste, protect young fish, 
rebuild fish stocks and ensure a sustainable future for the fishing industry 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M047 Settling and enforcing of annual Total Allowable Catches and quotas 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M048 Setting of conservation reference sizes to help lead to the reduction in overall fishing 
pressure on target species, including sensitive species 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M049 Continue to implement local conservation reference sizes stocks/species under national 
measures within the 6 nautical mile limit 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M050 Promote the use of selective fishing gear in order to reduce high levels of unwanted 
catches and to gradually eliminate discards 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M051 Promote activities that reduce catch of juvenile fish (e.g. avoidance of nursery/spawning 
grounds and juvenile fish aggregations). Supporting technical measures may include 
regulation of net size 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M052 To continue to examine and develop, where appropriate, the use of different types of 
fishing gear at the national level, within the 6 nautical mile limit and at the EU level 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M054 To deliver compliance with legislation, which prohibits the removal of shark fins at sea, 
and other measures which support the conservation of elasmobranch species 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M055 Regulate recreational and commercial fisheries to support conservation and sustainable 
exploitation 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M056 Continue to implement the salmon licensing and log book reporting scheme 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M057 Apply the compulsory management schemes for species below their conservation 
objectives 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M064 To continue to support effective conservation methods for elasmobranch species 
delivering on the EU Action Plan for the Conservation and Management of Sharks 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M083 To continue to apply the new EU-CFP (1380/2013) which entered into force on 1 January 
2014 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M084 Continued regulation of fishing equipment, vessels, duration and species to regulate the 
pressures on the environment 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M085 In accordance with the EU-CFP (1380/2013), through the application of the Precautionary 
Approach to fisheries management, to aim to ensure that exploitation of living marine 
biological resources restores and maintains populations of harvested species above levels 
which can produce maximum sustainable yield 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M086 To implement a regional approach to fisheries management in line with Article 18 of the 
EU-CFP (1380/2013) 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M087 Setting total catch at EU level with regard to scientific advice from scientists to provide for 
the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems and species 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M088 Manage the fishing capacity of the fleet with regard to fishing opportunities over time in 
according with the EU-CFP (1380/2013) 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M089 Continue to manage the sea-fishing fleet in line with the Entry/Exit Scheme as set out in 
the EU-CFP (1380/2013) 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M090 Continue to ensure that the capacity of the sea-fishing fleet does not exceed the capacity 
ceiling set out in Regulations (EU) No. 1380/2013 

3 Common Fisheries Policy M092 In co-operation with the European Commission, to utilise the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund to support the effective delivery of the reformed EU-CFP 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M105 Continue to implement effort management for crab fisheries in line with EU regulations 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M107 Continued effort management of Scallop fishing in line with EU legislation 

1, 3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M108 Implement national restrictions on fishing vessels participating in the scallop fishery 

3, 4, 6 Common Fisheries Policy M109 To continue to develop and to apply protection measures for shellfish species in 
accordance with EU and national legislation such as v-notching, minimum and maximum 
landing size for lobsters, minimum landing size for brown crab, spider crab crawfish, 
closed season for shrimp, monitoring, reporting and spawning closure for bivalve fisheries 

5, 11 Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive 

M013 Continue to implement Environmental Impact Directive (85/337/EEC) in order to identify, 
minimise and mitigate potential adverse environmental impacts. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive 

M128 To apply the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and associated legislation in 
relation to licences and consents 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive 

M133 Ensure that environmental monitoring and mitigation measures stipulated in 
Environmental Impact Statements are fit for purpose and when/where deemed necessary 
are conducted appropriately 

3 EU Recommendations Deep Sea 
Fishing 

M093 To implement Council Recommendation (EC) No. 2347/2002 establishing specific access 
requirements and associated conditions applicable to fishing for deep-sea stocks and 
support strengthened measures in any amendment to the Regulation 

2 Invasive Alien Species 
Regulation 

M075 The implementation of the Regulation (EU) No. 1143/2014 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the prevention and management of the introduction and spread of 
invasive alien species 

1, 4, 6 Marine Protected Areas M016 Continue to ensure coherence of Ireland's network of marine protected areas by setting 
up increased protection areas using tools such as habitat protection orders, no-take zones 
etc. 

1, 3, 4, 6, 7 Marine Protected Areas M017 Ton continue to consider whether sites justify selection as Marine Protected Areas 

1, 3, 4, 6, 7 Marine Protected Areas M018 Set up (temporary or permanent) Marine Protected Areas in functional zones for fish 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1, 4, 6 Marine Protected Areas M019 Develop a national strategy to create and manage Ireland's network of Marine Protected 
Areas 

1, 3, 4, 6 Marine Protected Areas M053 To develop and implement fishery management measures for Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) at national level where sites are within the 6 nautical mile limit and at regional EU 
level for MPAs outside the 6 nautical mile limit 

8 MARPOL M160 Continue Prevention of Pollution by Oil through the implementation of Regulations laid 
out in MARPOL Annex 1 and S.I. No. 542/2010. 

8 MARPOL M162 Continued Prevention of Pollution by Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Packaged 
Form implementation of Regulation laid out in MARPOL Annex III (entered into force 1 
July 1992) and S.I. No. 313/2010. 

10 MARPOL M164 Continued prevention of Pollution by Garbage from Ships through the implementation of 
regulations laid out in MARPOL Annex V (entered into force 31 December 1988) and S.I. 
No. 372/2012 

8 MARPOL M165 Continued prevention of Air Pollution from Ships through the implementation of 
Regulations laid out in MARPOL Annex VI (Entered into force 19 May 2005) and S.I. No. 
313/2010. 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M007 Update regional lists of protected plant species and propose protection status for other 
species and habitats on the scale of the marine subregion 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M009 To continue to investigate the distribution of habitats through seabed surveys and 
monitoring through initiatives such as the Integrated Mapping For the Sustainable 
Development of Ireland's MARine Resource (INFORMAR) Programme 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M034 Promote wildlife watching Codes of Practice to minimise risk of disturbance to marine 
wildlife including birds and mammals 

1, 3, 4, 5 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M061 Ensure that operators restore shellfish growing areas once production ends 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M076 Continue to promote the Invasive Species Ireland's All-Island (Republic of Ireland and 
United Kingdom) Code of Practice for Water Users as a source of guidance on how to act 
responsibly within the law to prevent the introduction and spread of alien invasive 
species 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M077 Maintain and expand as necessary a watch and alert system for non-indigenous species 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M079 Continue to apply the Alien and Locally Absent Species in Aquaculture Regulations 
(708/2008) 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M080 Continue to promote local action groups to engage the support of the third sector in 
controlling invasive non-indigenous species and in promoting key messages 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M081 Continue to promote awareness of invasive non-indigenous species to the public and 
marine/maritime professionals 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M082 Continue to apply Regulations, which require landowners, or occupiers of a premise, to 
take action with respect to invasive species 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M102 Continue to develop closure areas and seasonal closures in conjunction with the Regional 
Groups of Member States and Advisory Councils based on the best available scientific 
advice 

8 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M134 Continue to enforce statutory codes of practice on the application and use of chemicals 
(e.g. good agricultural practice on agri-chemicals), which specify how various operations 
should be carried out to prevent chemicals entering surface waters. 

5 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M146 Ensure storm water management is employed, particularly where excess loads can occur, 
by treating where and whenever necessary. 

1, 4, 6, 7, 8 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M149 Ensure dredging plans are incorporated into port master plans 

1, 4, 8, 9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M157 Ensure operators take all necessary measures to prevent major accidents and limit their 
consequence for human health and the environment 

9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M170 To continue to apply EU and national regulations setting maximum levels for certain 
contaminants in foodstuffs. 

9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M171 To continue to apply EU and national regulations laying down the general principles and 
requirements of food law. 

9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M172 To continue to apply EU and national regulations laying down specific hygiene rules for 
food of animal origin. 

9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M173 To continue to apply EU and national regulations on official controls performed to ensure 
the verification of compliance with feed and food law, animal health and animal welfare 
rules. 

9 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M178 Continue to implement EC (Health of Aquacultures Animals and Products) Regulations 
2008 (S.I. No. 261/2008) and Council Directive 2006/88/EC. 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M183 To continue to promote the use of packaging substitution 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M184 To continue to provide appropriate infrastructure for proper litter disposal and recycling 
including signage and bins 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M185 To continue to support initiatives which promote public pride in local amenity/natural 
beauty or reinforce social norms against littering 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M186 To continue to apply disincentives to litter (e.g. fines) 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M204 Continue to enforce legislation (S.I. No. 513/2012) restricting the use of hazardous 
substances in electrical and electronic equipment 

11 National Measures and 
Legislation 

M225 To apply the IMO I817:2014 Code on Noise Levels on Board Ships 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M071 Continue to develop invasive species action plans. Implement commitment to develop an 
(aquaculture) industry code of practice for Invasive Alien Species 

2 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M072 Continue to apply Council Directive 2006/88/EC and national regulations with regard to 
the movement of aquaculture species [European Communities (Health of Aquaculture 
Animals and Products) Regulations (S.I. No. 261 of 2008) as amended] 

3 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M074 Continue to apply to aquaculture licences for the cultivation of finfish and shellfish the 
condition that the Licensee shall comply with any regulations in force governing the 
movement of cultured marine species 

2, 3 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M074 Continue to apply to aquaculture licences for the cultivation of finfish and shellfish the 
condition that the Licensee shall comply with any regulations in force governing the 
movement of cultured marine species 

8, 9 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M175 Continue to implement CLAMS - Coordinated Local Aquaculture Management Systems to 
ensure adequate supervision and management of shellfish practices and to empower 
aquaculture operators to undertake voluntary improvements and facilitate them to 
recognise and report incidents. 

9, 10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Aquaculture) 

M221 Continue to promote the implementation of the Environment Management System on 
fish and shellfish farms through the Environment Management System for Aquaculture 
Initiative. 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Eel Management 
Plans) 

M058 Continued implementation of Ireland's Eel Management Plans in line with the 
requirements of Council Regulations (No. 1100/2007) 

1, 4, 6, 7, 8 National Measures and 
Legislation (Foreshore Acts) 

M177 Foreshore Acts 1933 to 2009 and associated legislation, Dumping at Sea Act 1996 and 
associated legislation 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Inshore fisheries) 

M098 Continue to prohibit drift netting at sea 

3 National Measures and 
Legislation (Inshore fisheries) 

M100 Continue to precautionary management approach of prohibiting the commercial fishing 
and marketing of sea bass by Irish vessels. Support and implement measures adopted at 
EU Member State meetings to address the declining stocks of sea bass 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Inshore fisheries) 

M103 To continue to work with the Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums and local stakeholders to 
develop and implement locally informed management plans for inshore fisheries within 6 
nautical miles 

3 National Measures and 
Legislation (Inshore fisheries) 

M104 To continue to work with the National Inshore Fisheries Forum to develop inshore 
fisheries policy within 6 nautical miles 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Inshore fisheries) 

M106 To continue to enforce the protection measures for juvenile shellfish species set out in 
Council Regulation 850/98 as amended 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Litter Management) 

M189 To continue to efforts to improve business attitudes and behaviours around marine and 
coastal litter 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Litter Management) 

M190 Continue beach cleaning (with Local Authority operational cleaning of the foreshore) and 
litter enforcement 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Litter Management) 

M192 Promote greater reuse and recycling of goods and materials and management of waste 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Litter Management) 

M193 To continue to charge for single use carrier bags through the applications of the Plastic 
Bag (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations (S.I. No. 167/2007), amending Plastic Bag 
Regulations (S.I. No. 605/2001) 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Litter Management) 

M202 To continue to raise awareness to tackle the sources of litter through the Blue Flag Beach 
and Green Coast Award programmes 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M030 Continue to implement the licensing process controlling the  import/export trade of 
certain birds or animals 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M031 Continue to implement the licensing process controlling hunting of certain birds and 
animals 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M032 Continue to implement the licensing process governing disturbance of protected plant 
and animal species 

1, 4, 6, 11 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M033 To apply guidance in place for carrying out activities (e.g. pile driving, seismic survey) in 
Irish Marine Waters which have the potential to kill, injure or disturb a marine European 
species (i.e. any cetacean or bird species) 

1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 
10 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M068 Ensuring on-going implementation of guidelines for the assessment of dredged material 
for disposal in Irish waters, the application of the Foreshore Acts and the licensing, 
permitting and enforcement of activities under the Dumping at Sea Act 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M124 Continue to implement national legislation to appropriately apply licensing, regulation 
and planning for the marine and coastal environment, including the requirement for 
applications to be accompanied by the materials necessary for a full assessment of the 
proposed plan, project or development 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M125 Ensure that appropriate forms and levels of organisation governance are in place to 
support Foreshore Licensing, Petroleum Exploration/Appraisal/Production Licensing and 
proposed Maritime Option Licensing process 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M126 Ensure that the consenting/permitting processes, overseen by the relevant regulatory 
bodies/statutory bodies, sufficiently account for the adequate protection of habitats and 
species 

7 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licencing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M127 Develop sector specific guidance documentation and regional strategy plans for 
renewable energy growth and impact control. 

1, 2, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Licensing, 
Regulation & Planning) 

M029 Continue to implement the licensing process controlling the possession of certain birds or 
animals 

1, 4, 6, 10, 
11 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Mammals) 

M035 Continue to implement Ireland's Cetacean Conservation Plan 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Mammals) 

M036 Continue the National Mammal By-Catch Monitoring Programme 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Mammals) 

M038 Maintain the use of acoustic deterrents (''pingers'') in identified fisheries on vessels larger 
than 12 m in accordance with EU regulations 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Mammals) 

M040 Maintain the moratorium on commercial whaling within the fisheries limits of the State 
(i.e. out to 200 miles from the coast) and to continue to prohibit the hunting by Irish 
registered ships of certain whales, including right whales and females whales 
accompanied by calves, outside the fisheries of the State 

11 National Measures and 
Legislation (Marine Mammals) 

M224 To continue to apply the Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-
made sound sources in Irish waters (NPWS, 2014) 

5, 8 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M136 Set up and run pollution prevention awareness campaigns, which provide targeted advice 
and information to householders and those in high-risk areas on all rural diffuse pollution 
issues, in order to prevent and reduce chemicals from entering surface waters and 
groundwater. 

8 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M138 To continue to enforce emission and discharge limits from industrial installations, in line 
with the best available technologies 

1, 4, 6, 8, 9 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M139 To continue to prevent the use of legacy pesticides with persistent bio accumulative toxic 
properties 

8, 9 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M142 Continue to enforce the ban on production, placing on the market and use (some limited 
exceptions) of intentionally produced Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) substances 
listed in the Stockholm Convention (SC) and United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) Protocol on POPs. Ensure the national action plan and implementation 
plan on how Ireland is meeting obligations under the SC is maintained and carried out 

8, 9 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M147 To continue to regulate pesticides in accordance with relevant EU and national law 

8 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M159 Continue to enforce the Sea Pollution Act 1991 to prevent pollution of the sea by oil and 
other substances 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

8, 10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M167 Continued provision of port waste reception facilities in commercial and fishing ports 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M181 To continue to enforce the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2009, which make littering an 
offence 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Pesticides & 
Pollution) 

M194 To promote the use of the National Environmental Complaints Line and the reporting of 
environmental pollution, fly-tipping and illegal dumping of waste; including the National 
Litter Pollution Monitoring System funding by DECLG, including www.litter.ie 

1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

National Measures and 
Legislation (Safety & Best 
Practice) 

M015 Awareness and training of best practices in maritime and coastal activities and 
preservation of the marine environment 

8 National Measures and 
Legislation (Safety & Best 
Practice) 

M166 Continue to implement the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 
1974. The objective of the SOLAS regard is to attain minimum standards for the 
construction, equipment and operation of ships, compatible with their safety. 

1, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Sustainability) 

M091 To continue to support the Responsible Irish Fish (RIF) label and sustainability certification 
schemes (e.g. fisheries with Marine Stewardship Council certification) 

3 National Measures and 
Legislation (Sustainability) 

M101 Replenishment of depleted inshore stocks in order to improve environmental 
sustainability 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Sustainability) 

M227 Support the Origin Green Initiative National Programme to improve sustainability and 
environmental performance with the Irish Food Sector 

8, 10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M182 To continue to implement regional waste management plans and a national hazardous 
waste management plan 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M188 To continue to apply Waste Prevention Programmes 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M191 To continue to contribute to a low carbon economy by treating ''waste as a resource'' 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M195 To encourage the reuse and recycling of waste and the reduction of the amount of waste 
destined for landfill through the application of Waste Management (Landfill Levy) 
Regulations 2002-2015 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M196 To continue to enforce the requirement to put in place a site waste management plan at 
marine-related developments through the application of the EU Directive 2000/59/EC on 
port reception facilities for ship-generated wastes and cargo residues 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M201 Measures to maintain restrictions on the range of material that can be disposed of at sea 
from ships; and increase and improve port reception facilities for ship-generated waste; 
and extend port waste reception facilities to fishermen 

10 National Measures and 
Legislation (Waste 
Management) 

M203 Continue to implement the Producer Responsibility Initiative to increase the recycling of 
waste electrical and electronic equipment 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Wildlife Acts) 

M024 Continue to apply the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Wildlife Acts) 

M026 Continue to apply the regulations that enforce the Wildlife Acts and Regulations, which 
makes it an offence to kill, injure or capture marine mammals, and to cause damage to 
certain areas used by the species for shelter or protection, or to disturb animals 
occupying such areas 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Wildlife Acts) 

M027 Continue to enforce legislation, which makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure, 
take, disturb, possess or trade species under the Wildlife Act 

1, 4, 6 National Measures and 
Legislation (Wildlife Acts) 

M028 Continue to enforce Wildlife Acts and Regulations, which makes it an offence to kill, 
injure, or capture birds and cause damage to and their nests and eggs 

5 Nitrates Directive M111 To continue to prevent pollution of surface waters from agricultural sources and to 
protect and improve water quality through the application of Ireland's Nitrates Action 
Programme. This will continue to promote more efficient and effective fertiliser and 
manure management and farm management practices to reduce nutrient run-off (apply 
codes of good agricultural practice 

5 Nitrates Directive M112 To continue to support the Agricultural Catchments Programme that aims to maximize 
the effectiveness of Nitrates Action Plan by encouraging farmer participation and 
disseminating information from the programme to a wide audience 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

5 Nitrates Directive M117 Continue to support the Rural Development Programme (RDP); including its Knowledge 
Transfer schemes and the implementation of the GLAS (Green Low-Carbon Agri-
Environment scheme) Scheme 

1, 4, 6 OSPAR M008 Continued implementation of OSPAR recommendations for Threatened and/or Declining 
habitats and species 

1, 4, 6 OSPAR M010 To continue to report data on habitat distribution to the OSPAR habitat mapping database 

1, 6 OSPAR M062 Continue to implement the EU fishery management measures for the protection of 
relevant habitats included on the OSPAR Threatened and/or Declining List 

1, 3, 4 OSPAR M063 Continue to implement the EU fishery management measures for the protection of 
relevant species included on the OSPAR Threatened and/or Declining List 

8, 9 OSPAR M150 Implement the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy 

8, 10 OSPAR M151 Progressively implement the OSPAR offshore oil and gas industry strategy 

8 OSPAR M152 Implement OSPAR Decision 2000/2 on a Harmonised Mandatory Control System for the 
use and Reduction of the Discharge of Offshore Chemicals (as amended by OSPAR 
Decision 2005/1) 

8 OSPAR M153 Implement the OSPAR recommendation 2005/2 on environmental goals for the use and 
discharge of OSPAR priority chemicals 

8 OSPAR M154 Apply OSPAR recommendation 2006/3 on environmental goals for the phasing-out of 
discharges of substances identified as candidates for substitution 

8 OSPAR M155 Implement OSPAR Recommendation 2001/1 for the Management of Produced Water 
from Offshore Installations (As amended by OSPAR Recommendation 2006/4) 

8, 10 OSPAR M156 Implement OSPAR recommendation 2003/5 promoting the use and implementation of 
environmental management systems by the offshore industry 

1, 4, 6, 8, 10 OSPAR M158 Continue to enforce the Dumping at Sea Act 1996 (as amended), which specifically 
prohibits the dumping of certain materials at sea and requires any person who wishes to 
dispose of material at sea to apply to the EPA for a Dumping at Sea Permit 

10 OSPAR M187 To continue to implement the OSPAR Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 

11 OSPAR M223 To establish and maintain a register of noise in the Irish Marine Assessment Area 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

8 OSPAR and MARPOL M116 To continue to control Nitrogen Oxides emissions from ships through the application of 
the Sea Pollution (Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 
313/2010) 

5 OSPAR and MARPOL M118 To continue to apply PARCOM Recommendations 88/2 on the Reductions in Inputs of 
Nutrients to the Paris Convention Area (to reduce nutrient inputs to eutrophication 
problem areas by 50 % relative to input levels in 1985, until new reduction targets are set 
for problem areas to move to non-problem are status 

5 OSPAR and MARPOL M119 To continue to apply PARCOM Recommendations 89/4 on a Coordinated Programme for 
the Reduction of Nutrients 

8 OSPAR and MARPOL M121 Continued Prevention of Pollution by Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Packaged 
Form implementation of Regulation laid out in MARPOL Annex III (entered into force 1 
July 1992) and S.I. No. 510/2013 

5 OSPAR and MARPOL M122 Continued Prevention of Pollution by Sewage from Ships through the implementation of 
Regulations laid out in MARPOL Annex IV (entered into force 27 September 2003) and S.I. 
No. 492/2012 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

Other EU Directives 
(Environmental Liability 
Directive) 

M066 Apply Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC) as appropriate 

5 Other EU Directives (Industrial 
Emissions) 

M114 To continue to reduce the emissions of nutrients to the atmosphere through the setting 
of appropriate emission limits through the Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU) 
which sets emission limits for nitrogen in line with the best available abatement 
technologies 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

Other EU Directives (Marine 
Spatial Planning) 

M130 Develop and implement marine plans for all of Irish waters by 31st of March 2021 at the 
latest 

5 Other EU Directives (National 
Emissions Ceiling) 

M115 To reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides and ammonia through the application of the 
National Emissions Ceiling Directive (2001/81/EC) which sets emission ceilings on forms of 
nitrogen (nitrogen oxides and ammonia) 

8 Other EU Directives (Pesticides 
& Pollution) 

M140 Continue to enforce EU Directive on Ship-source pollution and criminal penalties Directive 
2005/35/EC (as amended by Directive 2009/123/EC) 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

8 Other EU Directives (Pesticides 
& Pollution) 

M141 Continue to register, evaluate, authorise or restrict chemicals in accordance with national 
and EU legislation 

1, 4, 6, 8, 10, 
11 

Other EU Directives (Safety of 
Oil and Gas) 

M067 Implementation of Directive 2013/30/EU on safety of offshore oil and gas operations 
within Irish legislation. This ensures protection of the marine environment through 
implementation of safety measures/mechanisms for offshore oil and gas operations. This 
includes, inter alia, as per Article 8 of Directive 2013/30/EU, the appointment of the 
Commission of Energy Regulation (CER) as the competent authority responsible for 
regulatory functions in this regard 

2, 7, 8, 10, 
11 

Other EU Directives (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) 

M014 Continue to implement the Strategic Environmental Assessment (2001/42/EC) in order to 
identify, minimise and mitigate potential adverse environmental impacts 

5 Urban Wastewater Treatment 
Directive 

M113 To continue to reduce nutrient inputs arising from Waste Water Treatment Plants 
through the application of the EC Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC). 

5 Urban Wastewater Treatment 
Directive 

M120 Continue to implement the Urban Wastewater Treatment regulations and review and 
amend as necessary the eutrophic sensitive waters designated under the regulations 

5, 8, 9 Water Framework Directive M011 Implementation of the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EEC) River Basin 
Management Plans which include measures aimed toward the achievement of Good 
Ecological Status of coastal and transitional intertidal water bodies 

5, 8, 9 Water Framework Directive M012 Maintain the Water Framework Directive River Classification Scheme and associated 
management measures 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 

Water Framework Directive M129 Continue to develop and implement river basin and shoreline management plans to 
control impacts and improve environmental status 

5 Water Framework Directive M135 Continue to enforce River Basin Management Plans of which measures include legally 
binding codes of practice detailing storage requirements and nutrient controls (closed 
periods for manure spreading) 

8, 9 Water Framework Directive M137 Implement Water Framework Directive Environmental Quality Standards for specific 
pollutants used in assessment of water quality status 

3, 5, 8, 9 Water Framework Directive M143 To continue to review the River Basin Management Plans at the end of each 6-year cycle 
as outlined in the Water Framework Directive 

8 Water Framework Directive M144 To continue to implement the requirements of S.I. No. 272/2009 as amended by S.I. No. 
386/2015 
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Descriptor Legislation/Initiative Measure 
Number 

Description 

9 Water Framework Directive M145 Ensure shellfish products are fit for human consumption by implementing the Shellfish 
Waters Directive and its Pollution Reduction Programmes 

3, 5, 8, 9 Water Framework Directive M174 To continue to apply the EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

8 Water Framework Directive M176 Continue to implement the EU Water Framework Directive, Dangerous Substances 
Directive and associated national legislation in land use planning and for issues relating to 
single and multi-dwelling unit, wastewater collection and treatment 

10 Water Framework Directive M198 To reduce litter entering rivers and other water bodies by addressing pollution from 
surface water runoff and drainage through the application of the Water Framework 
Directive (2000/60/EC) 

5, 7, 8, 9, 10 Water Framework Directive & 
Urban Wastewater Treatment 
Directive 

M148 Continue to control discharges through existing regulation procedures (licensing and 
permitting of activities) - Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Licences, Waste 
Water Discharge Licence, Local Authority Wastewater Authorisation (smaller discharges), 
Local Authority Waste Licences, Agricultural controls, Single Dwelling house waste water 
systems and the implementation of Pollution Reduction Plans 



 

 

Annex II: Public Consultation for Ireland's Marine Strategy Part III: 

Programme of Measures 
 

 
 

Public Consultation on Ireland's Marine Strategy Part 3: Programme of   Measures 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Public Consultation on Ireland’s Marine Strategy Part 2: Programme of Measures 

 
The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) is the mechanism by which EU Member States set policy on the 

marine environment and, amongst other things, take action to tackle these challenges and achieve a clean, healthy, 

biologically diverse and sustainably used marine environment. Within the Directive this is known as good environmental 

status (GES). This year, Ireland will revise its MSFD Marine Strategy Part 3: Programme of Measures. 

 
Core to the work of achieving our goal of GES is ensuring that interested parties (the public, stakeholders, maritime sectors 

and others) have the chance to participate in the process. This consultation forms part of that participation, and focuses 

specifically on the measures Ireland intends to put in place to achieve GES. 

 
Following this step, and in consultation with targeted stakeholders, a draft programme of measures will be developed. This 

will be accompanied by a socio-economic and cost-benefit analysis of the new measures, as required by the Directive. 

 
Please note that all survey responses and opinions you provide to this consultation matter to us. Stakeholders will be 

informed of how the public consultation was considered in the programme of measures at a stakeholder workshop to be 

held in September 2022. 

 
A background document which includes information on the MSFD process, the current status of Ireland's  marine 

environment, the environmental targets Ireland has set out to achieve GES, and a list of all the

 



 

 

current measures can be found attached (see Background Documents to the left) and provides the   information required 

to help you participate in the online public consultation. 

 
Please provide your email address below to receive an invitation to the stakeholder workshop on the  programme of 

measures. 

 
Email 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Guide to completing the survey 
 

 
This anonymous public survey is split into two parts. The first asks for information about the demographics    of the people 

responding to the survey and the second part includes questions about what measures YOU    think should be defined to 

improve or protect Ireland's Marine Environment. 

 
 

 The survey questions are framed in a way that provides easy-to-answer options. Open text boxes are provided, 

in order for you to type or write in your answer in more detail. 

 

 All sections in green contain material taken directly from the POM consultation document which can be found 

under background documents. We ask you to first read this material carefully and then answer the related 

questions directly under the green text. 

 

 The survey form also provides space for you to send in additional comments. 

 

 
If you’d prefer, this survey form can be filled in, saved and returned to at a later stage to complete it. To submit the 

survey to the consultation process, press the Submit button at the end of the survey. If you’re saving your draft response, 

an automatic link to your survey form will be provided. 

 
  



 

 

 
Starting with you 
 

 

* A. Please select your gender 

Please select one answer 

 Female 

 Male 

 Other 

          Prefer not to say 
 
 
 
 

* B. Please select your age group 

  12 or under                  45-54 

  13-18    55-64 

  19-24    65-74 

  25-34    75 and over 

  35-44    Prefer not to say 
 

* C. Please select your sector or area of occupation 

Please select one answer 

  Agriculture & Forestry    Education             Industry     Tourism & Travel      Aquaculture    Environment & Climate    

IT     Transport      Arts & Entertainment       Finance and Insurance   Public Sector    Other (please specify below)  

  Business    Fisheries    Retail    Prefer not to say 

  Construction    Health    Services 

  Crime & Justice    Homemaker    Student 

 

D. Other Sector/Occupation 
 

 
E. If you are responding in a professional capacity please insert your organisation's name below. 
 

 

* F. Please enter your country of residence in the box below; if Ireland please state the county. 

50 character(s) maximum 

  



 

 

 
Your opinions on Ireland's Marine Strategy Part III: Programme of Measures 

 

 
 

In this section we are interested in your views on any additional measures, or changes to existing measures, which need 

to be put in place to protect or improve Ireland's Marine Environment. 

 

 
To focus your response this section is split into the 11 descriptors of the Marine Strategy Framework    Directive. 

 

 
To determine GES Member States must assess the status of their marine waters against these 11 qualitative descriptors 

and their associated national environmental targets. The descriptors can be divided into those that characterise the 

condition or ‘State’ of the marine environment (biodiversity, commercial fish and shellfish, food webs and sea-floor 

integrity) and those referring to ‘Pressures’ that come from human activities (non-indigenous species, eutrophication, 

hydrographical conditions, contaminants, contaminants in seafood, litter and energy, including underwater noise). This 

survey asks you to consider each of these descriptors separately and propose measures, or alterations to existing 

measures. 

 
The text in green will help you understand the current status of each descriptor. You can provide suggestions for some, 

or all, of the descriptors as you feel appropriate. 

  



 

 

 

1. Biodiversity 

 

 

Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved partial good environmental status (GES) for biodiversity. GES was achieved for some elements of 

biological diversity (e.g. the majority of larger marine vertebrates assessed in 2019). For other elements (e.g. marine 

reptiles and 41 % of non-commercial fish species assessed) the environmental status is currently unknown, while in the 

case of some elements (i.e. 18 of 56 non-commercial fish species assessed) GES has not been achieved. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has four environmental targets that describe GES for biodiversity: 

1: The mortality rate per species from incidental by-catch is below levels which threaten the species, such that it’s long-

term viability is ensured. 

2: The population abundance of the species is not adversely affected due to anthropogenic pressures, such  that its long-

term viability is ensured. 

3: The species distributional range and, where relevant, pattern is in line with prevailing physiographic,  geographic and 

climatic conditions. 

4: The habitat for the species has the necessary extent and condition to support the different stages in the  life history of 

the species. 

 
Pressures 

The most significant pressure is the extraction of fish and shellfish biomass (both commercial and non- commercial) and 

associated disturbance by human fishing activity. This occurs in the water column and also close to or on the seafloor. 

There are also pressures on populations and/or their habitats through the disturbance or deterioration of species’ 

breeding or foraging habitats. Some of these pressures relate to land-based human activities and industries. The 

introduction of anthropogenic sound, disturbance of species and input of litter and other pollutants are considered 

secondary pressures after commercial fisheries extraction. 

 
Measures 

Ireland currently has 85 measures to improve biodiversity. These largely relate to the Birds and Habitats Directive and 
the Common Fisheries Policy. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 

Considering the predominant pressures on biodiversity in the Irish marine environment, do you have new  measures to 

propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words.  

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 



 

 

 
3.  

 
4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may include   scientific 

social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered   boxes below. Please 

limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
2. 

 
 

3. 
 

 
4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
2. Non-Indigenous Species 

 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for non-indigenous species (NIS). There were three newly 

introduced species identified in Ireland’s maritime area during the last assessment period (2013-2018). NIS are currently 

not considered a threat to local ecosystems and biodiversity. The number of introductions is considered low based on 

expert judgement and is comparable with the numbers of new non-indigenous species in the North East Atlantic. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has one environmental targets that describe GES for non-indigenous species: 

1: The number of non-indigenous species which are newly introduced via human activity into the wild, per  assessment 

period, is minimised and where possible reduced to zero. 

 
Introduction Pathways 

Non-indigenous species can be introduced through the transport of goods and people, the demand for food   and the 

tourism and recreation sector. This includes shipping, fish and shellfish production, and tourism activities. 

 
Measures 

In 2015, Ireland reported 26 measures to reduce non-indigenous species. These largely relate to National  Measures, the 

Ballast Water Management Convention and European Directives. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 
Considering the predominant introduction pathways of non-indigenous species into the Irish marine  environment, do 

you have new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3. 
 

 
4. 
 

 



 

 

5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 

7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may include  scientific 

social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  boxes below. Please 

limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3. 
 

 
4. 



 

 

 

5. 
 

 

6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

3. Commercial Fish and Shellfish 
 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved partial good environmental status (GES) for commercial fish and shellfish. A total of 34 fish stocks 

(18 %) have achieved GES, while the environmental status of 99 fish stocks (60 %) is currently unknown. In the case of 44 

other stocks (22 %), GES has not been achieved. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has three environmental targets that describe GES for commercial fish and shellfish: 

1: The Fishing mortality rate of populations of commercially exploited species is at or below levels which    can produce the 

maximum sustainable yield (MSY). 

2: The Spawning Stock Biomass of populations of commercially-exploited species are above biomass  levels capable of 

producing maximum sustainable yield (MSY). 

3: The age and size distribution of individuals in the populations of commercially-exploited species is indicative of a 

healthy population. This shall include a high proportion of old/large individuals and limited  adverse effects of 

exploitation on genetic diversity. 

 
Pressures 

The predominant pressure exerted by fishing in Irish waters has been identified as extraction of or mortality 

/injury to wild species by commercial fishing. Such extraction of fish from a stock through fishing leads to  fishing 

mortality on target species and also non-target species (i.e. incidental by-catch).  

 

Measures 

In 2015, Ireland reported 58 commercial fisheries related measures for Ireland’s Maritime Area. These measures largely 

relate to the requirements under the Data Collection Framework Directive, which enables      the implementation of the 

Common Fisheries Policy. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above.  

 

 
Considering the predominant pressures exerted by commercial fish and shellfish on the Irish marine  environment, do 

you have new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3. 



 

 

 

 
4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 

9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may include   scientific 

social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  boxes below. Please 

limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
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6. 
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10. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 
4. Food Webs 

 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland currently has an unknown environmental status for food webs. While there are changes evident in food webs, as 

demonstrated via plankton communities, the pressures driving changes in life forms remain unclear. Prevailing 

physiographic conditions and human influence are the overall driver of change to complex systems such as marine food 

webs. For fish, the overall situation is unclear. Therefore, the overall   conclusion is that the compatibility with good 

environmental status (GES) is unknown for food webs. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has two environmental targets that describe GES for food webs: 

1: The diversity (species composition and their relative abundance) of the trophic guild is not adversely   affected due to 

anthropogenic pressures. 

2: The balance of total abundance between the trophic guilds is not adversely affected due to  anthropogenic pressures. 

 
Pressures 

The predominant pressure exerted on elements of marine food webs in Irish waters is the extraction of or 

mortality/injury to wild species by commercial fishing. Other relevant pressures, particularly in coastal waters, include 

the input of nutrients and inputs of organic matter into the marine environment. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 84 food web related measures for Ireland’s Maritime Area. These measures  largely relate to the 

requirements under the Data Collection Framework Directive, which enables the  implementation of the Common Fisheries 

Policy. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 
Considering the predominant pressures on food webs in the Irish marine environment, do you have new measures to 

propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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3. 
 

 



 

 

4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may include  scientific 

social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)?  

 

   Yes    No 

 

Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  boxes below. Please 

limit each answer to 500 words. 
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5. Eutrophication 
 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for eutrophication within its maritime area. Areas considered at 

risk of eutrophication are located inshore while coastal and offshore areas show no indications of eutrophication. Trend 

analysis shows no change in nutrient levels of Ireland’s marine waters.   Overall, 286 km2 or 0.05 % of the maritime area is 

classified as a problem area with regard to eutrophication. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has three environmental targets that describe GES for eutrophication: 

1: Nutrient concentrations are not at levels that indicate adverse eutrophication effects. 

2: Chlorophyll a concentrations are not at levels that indicate adverse effects of nutrient enrichment.  

3: The concentration of dissolved oxygen is not reduced due to nutrient enrichment. 

 
Pressures 

Nutrient pressures in coastal and marine ecosystems originate mostly from land-based sources. These include 

agriculture, urban wastewater, urban runoff and Industry. Other pressures include hydromorphology, domestic 

wastewater and forestry. The scale of each pressure will depend on the land  use in the catchment entering into the 

coastal or downstream marine ecosystem. 

 
Measures 

There are currently 29 eutrophication related measures active for Ireland’s maritime area. These largely  relate to the 

implementation of Ireland’s River Basin Management Plan, the Nitrates and Urban Waste Water Treatment Directives. 

Additional information on the measures can be found here. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 
Considering the predominant pressures which cause eutrophication in the Irish marine environment, do you  have new 

measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3. 
 



 

 

4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may include  scientific 

social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered   boxes below. Please 

limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 



 

 

3. 
 

 
4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
6. Seafloor Integrity 

 

 
Environmental Status 

 
Ireland has achieved partial good environmental status (GES) for seafloor integrity. Ireland achieved GES 

for some elements of seafloor integrity within its maritime area (e.g. under criteria for physical loss of the 

seabed). For other elements (i.e. critical for physical disturbance of the seabed), the environmental status 

is     unknown. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has four environmental targets that describe GES for seafloor integrity:  

 

1: Spatial extent & distribution of physical loss (permanent change) of the natural seabed is at a level that 
ensures the structure & functions of the ecosystem are not adversely affected. 
2: Spatial extent & distribution of physical disturbance pressures on the seabed is at a level that ensures 

the structure & functions of the ecosystem are not adversely affected. 

3: The extent of loss of the habitat type, resulting from anthropogenic pressures, does not exceed a 

specified proportion of the natural extent of the habitat type. 

4: The extent of adverse effects from anthropogenic pressures on the condition of the habitat type, 

including alteration to its biotic and abiotic structure and its functions, does not exceed a specified 

proportion of the natural extent. 

 
Pressures 

The condition of seafloor characteristics influences the presence and functioning of benthic habitats. 

Human activities induce different kinds of pressures that can affect the seafloor. The main pressures that 

directly impact the state of the sea bottom are coastal infrastructure, some fishing practices, dredging 

and pollution. The extent and duration of these pressures are also important to consider. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 83 seafloor measures for Ireland’s Marine Environment. These measures largely 

relate to the Birds and Habitats Directive, the Common Fisheries Policy and relevant national measures. A 

list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 

Considering the predominant pressures on seafloor integrity in the Irish marine environment, do you 

have   new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 

1. 
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3. 
 

 
4.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7. 
 

 
8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 



 

 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include  scientific, social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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7. Hydrographical Conditions 
 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for alteration of hydrographical conditions. The level 

of activities causing hydrographical changes to the seabed and water column within Ireland’s maritime 

area  were very low overall during the assessment period of 2014-2018. 

 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has one environmental target that describes GES for hydrographical conditions: 

1: The spatial extent and distribution of permanent alteration of hydrographical conditions to the seabed 

and water column, is at a level that ensures that the structure and functions of the ecosystems are 

safeguarded and that benthic ecosystems, in particular, are not adversely affected. 

 
Pressures 

Large-scale human activities that alter flows and depth, including offshore structures (e.g. hydrocarbon 

and  renewable energy platforms), dredging and the disposal of dredged material, or construction and 

developments along the coast would be considered the main pressures on hydrographical conditions. 

Currently these pressures do not cause significant issues. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 17 measures to address alterations to hydrographical conditions. These largely 

relate to the implementation of the EIA Directive and national measures relating to the planning, 

licencing   and regulation of maritime activities. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 

 
Considering the predominant pressures on hydrographical conditions in the Irish marine environment, do   

you have new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 

 
1. 
 

 
2. 
 



 

 

 
3. 
 

 
4. 
 

 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 

 
7  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8. 
 

 
9. 
 

 
10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include  scientific, social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered 

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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8. Contaminants 
 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for contaminants. Concentrations of contaminants 

in water and biota (shellfish) are generally low and compliant with standards. Concentrations of legacy 

pollutants are typically decreasing. Biological effects of contaminants, specifically reproductive impacts in   

dogwhelks, have been reduced. The number and impact of acute pollution events is low. 

 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has four environmental targets that describe GES for contaminants: 

1a: Within coastal and territorial waters, the concentrations of contaminants do not exceed the threshold 

values set in accordance with the Water Framework Directive. 

1b: Concentrations of contaminants in assessed marine matrices do not exceed OSPAR Environmental 

Assessment Criteria and concentrations are not increasing. 

2: The health of species and the condition of habitats (such as their species composition and relative 

abundance at locations of chronic pollution) are not adversely affected due to contaminants, including 

cumulative and synergistic effects. 

3: The spatial extent and duration of significant acute pollution events are minimised. 

 
Pressures 

Hazardous substances originate from a wide range of common products and industrial processes. These 

include pesticides, pharmaceutical ingredients and other synthetic substances such as flame-retardants. 

These substances can be released to the marine environment through overland processes, storm water 

overflows or through existing wastewater treatment plants. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 49 contaminant related measures to protect Ireland's marine environment. 

These largely relate to the implementation of the WFD and actions under the OSPAR and MARPOL 

Conventions  for the North East Atlantic. Other national and international actions and EU chemical 

restrictions also ensure the restriction of contaminants. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 

Considering the predominant pressures on food webs in the Irish marine environment, do you have new   

measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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10. 
 

 



 

 

Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include scientific social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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9. Contaminants in Seafood 

 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for contaminants in seafood. Seafood sampled 

from shellfish growing waters and commercial fishing grounds around Ireland, does not exceed Maximum 

Limits (threshold value compliance of 99.7 %) as set in Commission Regulation 1881/2006 EC (as 

amended). 

This specifically includes levels of cadmium, lead, mercury, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins and 

certain Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), in foodstuffs including the edible tissues of seafood. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has one environmental target that describes GES for contaminants in seafood: 

1: Levels of contaminants in fish* and shellfish caught or harvested in Irish seas for human consumption 

complies with maximum limits listed in EU Regulation 1881/2006 (as amended). 

*Excludes finfish aquaculture 

 
Pressures 

Hazardous substances originate from a wide range of common products and industrial processes. These 

include pesticides, pharmaceutical ingredients and other synthetic substances such as flame retardants. 

These substances can be released to the marine environment through overland processes, storm water 

overflows or through existing wastewater treatment plants. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 28 measures to address contaminants in seafood. These largely relate to the 

implementation of the Food Safety Authority Act and related legislation, European Directives and other 

national and international actions. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 
Considering the predominant pressures on contaminants in seafood in the Irish marine environment, do  

you have new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

 

   Yes    No 

 

 

Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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10.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include                  scientific social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

 

   Yes    No 

 

Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered   

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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10. Marine Litter 
 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for marine litter. Ireland achieved GES for marine 

litter for the amount of litter on coastlines, with the median number of litter items ≥ 2.5 cm found on 

beaches in quarterly surveys between 2013 & 2018 decreasing from 73.5 items per 100 m in 2013 to 46 

items per 100 m in 2018. 

 
Environmental Targets 

Ireland has two environmental targets which describe GES for marine litter: 

1: The composition, amount and spatial distribution of litter on the coastline and on the seabed, are at 

levels that do not cause harm to the coastal or marine environment. 

2: In accordance with the provisions of Article 5 of Directive (EU) 2019/904 by year-end 2023 eliminate  

beach litter caused by the items prohibited from the market under the Single Use Plastics Directive. 

 
Pressures 

Marine litter originates from many sources and causes a wide range of environmental, economic, safety 

and health impacts. Plastic marine litter breaks down very slowly and is present on beaches, in the water 

column and on the seafloor. Larger pieces of litter may entangle marine mammals and birds; smaller 

pieces  may be ingested by marine species. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 41 measures related to litter. These measures are primarily national measures 

related to litter control and reduction measures. A list of measures can be found in Annex I above. 

 
 

Considering the predominant pressures causing marine litter in the Irish marine environment, do you 

have     new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include  scientific, social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered 

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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11. Energy including Underwater Noise 

 

 
Environmental Status 

Ireland has achieved good environmental status (GES) for the anthropogenic impulsive sound element of 

underwater noise. The level of impulsive underwater noise causing activities within Ireland’s maritime 

area were low overall during the assessment period of 2016-2018. Continuous underwater noise causing 

activities were not assessed due to the lack of developed data and methodologies for the assessment of 

continuous noise and its impact on marine animals.  

 

Environmental Targets 

Ireland has one environmental target for Underwater Noise: 

1: The spatial distribution, temporal extent, and levels of anthropogenic impulsive sound sources do not 

exceed levels that adversely affect populations of marine animals. 

 
Pressures 

Underwater noise is generated by economic activity and development including renewable energy 

generation, transport, the extraction of oil and gas, transmission of electricity and communications, 

research, survey and educational activities, military operations. 

 
Measures 

In 2015 Ireland reported 17 underwater noise related measures for Ireland’s Maritime Area. These 

related to national measures and legislation, the establishment of the OSPAR Noise Registry, European 

Directives  and the IMO Code on noise levels on board ships. A list of measures can be found in Annex I 

above. 

 
Considering the predominant pressures which cause underwater noise in the Irish marine environment, 

do  you have new measures to propose, or modification to existing measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide 1 measure, or change to a measure, in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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Do you have any information to support the measure(s) or change(s) you have proposed? This may 

include  ,          scientific, social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each measure proposed above in the corresponding numbered  

boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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Climate Change 
 

 
Even though climate change is currently not listed as a pressure in the Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive (MSFD), it is causing fundamental and potentially irreversible changes to 

the marine environment. In Ireland’s coastal and marine areas, a number of physical, chemical 

and biological ocean variables (temperature, salinity, pH, wave height, sea level rise, ocean 

currents, chlorophyll, plankton communities) are being altered due to climate change and these 

alterations are expected to continue into the future. 

Many of the descriptors considered in the MSFD are likely to be impacted by climate change, 

including biodiversity, food webs, eutrophication, non-indigenous species, and underwater noise. 

 
Considering the impact of climate change on the marine environment, do you have suggestions 

on how it  can be considered in the Programme of Measures? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide one suggestion in each box below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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10. 
 

 
Do you have any information to support the suggestion(s) you have proposed? This may include 

scientific  , ,   social, or economic evidence (please provide links if available)? 

   Yes    No 

 
Please provide the information relating to each suggestion proposed above in the corresponding 

numbered   boxes below. Please limit each answer to 500 words. 
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Additional Comments 
 

 
Do you have any additional comments? 
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