From: |
Sent: 22 April 2019 09:55
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Att Michelle O'Connor

Private secretary to the Minister for Finance, ‘
Thank you for your previous letter, we are one of Ireland's largest Health food companies| |-
§ lwhere we produce and market Health food supplements, we would ask
you to meet us to discuss the proposed vat on food supplements. We believe the government has been
misinformed and we need to put the record straight as there seems to be confusion.

For revenue to consider the introduction of vat at a standard rate for products that are keeping people
healthy when fast food is at 13.5% gives me the impression that this has not being given the attention it
deserves. This is a issue that will have repercussions for the industry and ultimately the health of the nation
and i urge you to give this matter serious attention.

See bullet points below and attached pdf,

Best Regards,

1. That previous VAT policy did not restrict the Zero rate to Vitamins, Minerals and Fish Oils and that all
products, apart from sports and slimming, were Zero
2. That the Press Statement issued by Revenue on 1% February 2019 is factually incorrect in accusing the
industry of being non-compliant
3. That Revenue themselves previously had Zero VAT entries for other types of products on their website,
which were only removed in September 2017
- 4. That the previous Finance Minister, Michael Noonan, told the Ddil in October 2014 that products like
‘ Probiotics & Glucosamine could be Zero VAT
5. That this was contradicted by his successor, Pascal Donohoe, in 2018 when he said that Zero VAT was always
restricted to Vitamins, Minerals and Fish Oils
6. That Revenue themselves did not know if any food supplement should be liable to VAT and instigated an
expert report in 2016, to inform their own policy
7. Therefore, contrary to Revenue’s Press Statement, a limited ‘concession’ for Vitamins, Minerals and Fish Qils
never existed
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