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Introduction 
CAAS Ltd have been commissioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to review 

and report on submissions made during the consultation carried out in July and August 2020 in 

relation to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) of the 

proposed River Slaney (Enniscorthy) Drainage Scheme.  This consultation was carried out Pursuant to 

Section 7(1)(c) of the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995 as amended, particularly by S.I. 472 of 

2019, the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2019. 

Consultation was advertised to the public and copies of the scheme documents including the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) were made 

available via link on the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform website.  The consultation 

period was from 28th July to 28th August 2020.  A copy of the public consultation notice is included at 

the end of this report. 

Summary of Submissions 
A total of 2 submissions were received before the close of the publicly advertised consultation 

period; 1 from a statutory body and 1 from a member of the public.    

All submissions contain observations which have been reviewed to ensure that due account has 

been taken of all relevant and significant issues in the EIA and Appropriate Assessment of the 

scheme. 

The nature of the issues raised in the submissions is summarised in the table below.  A more detailed 

review including the names of the respondents and summaries of issues raised is provided in the 

detailed table which follows. 

 

 Public bodies Members of the public and 
other bodies 

Number 1 1 
General nature of submissions   
Positive 0 0 
Neutral 1 1 
Negative 0 0 
   
Main issues raised in submissions   
Impacts on biodiversity 1 1 
Scheme design 1 1 
Support for scheme 1 1 
Adequacy of assessment 0 0 
Adequacy of mitigation  0 0 
Scheme programme 0 0 
Other 1 1 
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The statutory body submission was from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and 

the submission from a member of the public was from a resident of Enniscorthy Town. Both 

expressed general support of the scheme being implemented but highlighted concerns and issues 

with regard to certain aspects of the scheme. Notably, both submissions identified concerns with 

regard to Biodiversity and Design. 

The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht noted the need for, where one has not 

already been undertaken, Archaeological Impact Assessment or Underwater Archaeological Impact 

Assessment, specifically in relation to the drainage works elements of the scheme. The Department 

also identified a lack of consideration given within the NIS of two proposed architectural lighting 

structures and their impacts on qualifying interests/special conservation interests of species and 

habitats.  They advise that the Minister ensures, prior to concluding the Appropriate Assessment, 

that artificial lighting will not have a negative impact on the integrity of European sites. Furthermore, 

the Department notes that lighting design documents have not been included with the scheme 

documents provided as part of the consultation. It was also noted by the Department that where 

practicable, post-electrofishing lamprey salvage should be undertaken using the methodology 

outlined in King et al, 2008.  

The submission received from a member of the public, a resident in Enniscorthy, expressed support 

for the scheme and welcomed its implementation. However, a number of concerns were highlighted 

including the removal of mature trees, the potential impact of the scheme on geese, and impacts of 

a proposed wall structure and a new bridge on access to the river and on views. 

The review of these submissions as presented in the table below shows the extent to which these 

issues have been considered and assessed in the scheme documents.  The further information 

requests recommended on foot of the reviews of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has further address concerns raised in the submissions. 
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Detailed Review of Submissions 
Submitter Topic(s) Positive / 

Neutral / 
Negative 
[+ / 0 / -] 

Brief description Key scheme document refs Response 

Dept. Culture, 
Heritage and 
Gaeltacht 

Biodiv., 
Design, 
Support, 
Other 

0 A number of advisory notes given.     

      Archaeology: 
 Where proposed drainage works have not 
undergone Archaeological Impact Assessment or 
Underwater Archaeological Impact Assessment, it 
should be done by project archaeologist and an update 
submitted to the Dept. with proposals to mitigate any 
risk to cultural heritage. 

EIAR s.10.3.2 Assessment (of impacts on 
archaeology) 

s10.3.2 Outputs of the field surveys / Riverine 
and underwater survey 

s10.3.3 Site Investigations assessment 

s10.4 Assessment of Impacts 

s10.5 Mitigation Measures 

In event of a grant of consent, 
recommended conditions will 
address implementation of the 
measures set out in the EIAR. 

      Nature Conservation: 
 Lack of consideration given in NIS to the impact of 
two structures of 'architectural lighting' (above road 
level) and their impacts on qualifying interests/ special 
conservation interest of species and habitats. It is 
advised that before concluding Appropriate 
Assessment of the Scheme (in accordance with 
Regulation 10 of the European Communities (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011-2015), that the 
minister ensures artificial lighting will not have a 
negative impact on the integrity of European sites. 
 Lighting design documents do not appear to have 
been included with the scheme documents provided to 
the Dept as part of consultation. The Dept. therefore 
advises that all lighting be minimised.  
Where practicable, post-electrofishing lamprey 
salvage should be undertaken using the methodology 
outlined in King et al, 2008. 

Consideration of lighting impact on biodiversity 
is addressed at inter alia: 

EIAR s5.2.2.1 Construction Impacts, para 
Construction phase Impacts at the proposed 
new road bridge, and Bat, s5.2.2.1 Construction 
Impacts, para Construction phase Impacts at the 
proposed new road bridge) 

s6.3.4 Bat Survey Results 

s6.3.9.3 Characteristics of the proposed scheme 

s6.4.9.3 Operational Phase Impacts / Mortality 
Risk / Lighting and 

s6.6 Mitigation Measures 

Lamprey salvage methodology is addressed in 

s6.6.9 Aquatic Species (mitigation) 

Gaps in the information 
presented for Ministerial 
confirmation stage purposes are 
addressed in the recommended 
request for further information. 

 

In event of granting of an Order, 
recommended conditions will 
further address: 

• implementation of the 
mitigation measures set out 
in the EIAR 

• the need for confirmation 
and agreement of lighting 
specification at detailed 
design stage 

• detailed CEMP 
requirements including 
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confirmation of ecological 
mitigation details 

Topic totals Biodiversity: 1, Design: 1, Support: 0, Information: 0, Mitigation: 0, Progress: 0, Other: 1   

+ / 0 / - totals Positive: 0, Neutral: 1, Negative: 0 

 

Kavanagh, 
Charlie 

Biodiv., 
Design, 
Support, 
Other 

0 Welcomes the scheme as a resident of Enniscorthy 
Town, however has a few concerns as outlined below. 

    

      Amenity: 
 Removal of substantial number of mature trees, 
specifically form Rafter Bridge to Riverside Park Hotel is 
an act of deliberate destruction and will deprive local 
community of valuable amenity.  

Design: 
 Proposal for wall will block views and access to river, 
interfering with the surround landscape. Encourages 
the idea of modular sections to be installed at the 
threat of flooding or during autumn/winter months. 
 Proposal for new bridge at the start of what is 
described as an unencumbered view of the river from 
within the town, will deprive locals and visitors of the 
this inviting asset within Enniscorthy Town, also noted 
to impact the hotel’s greatest asset as a wedding 
venue, the view. 

EIAR - s.9.4.1.8 Magnitude of 
Landscape/townscape effects bp.6 and para 11, 
s.9.5 Mitigation Measures para 3, s.6.4.9.1 
Construction Phase Impacts, s.6.7 Residual 
Impacts, para 6.7.1 and 6.7.2, s.9.3.4.1 Green 
Infrastructure para objective L09.  

EIAR – s3.6 Appraisal of Technical Feasible 
Options, s.9.4.1.2 Scenic quality, s.9.4.2 Visual 
Impacts, s.9.5 Mitigation Measures 

These effects are considered to 
be generally addressed in the 
EIAR 

 

In event of a grant of consent, 
recommended conditions will 
further address implementation 
of the mitigation measures set 
out in the EIAR. 
 

      Biodiversity: 
 Resident Geese in the area, cherished by the 
submitter and the Town, will no longer have easy 
access to grazing or shelter in the town environs. 

EIAR - S.6.4.2.2 Wexford Harbour SPA para 1, 
Table 6.11. 
 
NIS - s.3.6.2 Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA, 
Table 7 Detailed Conservation Objectives for the 
Slaney River Valley SAC (where available). 

Impacts on these geese are 
considered to be generally 
addressed in the EIAR.  
Mitigation measures for habitats 
and birds contained in s6.6 are 
likely to also address these 
impacts. 

Topic Totals Biodiversity: 1, Design: 1, Support: 1, Information: 0, Mitigation: 0, Progress: 0, Other: 1 

+ / 0 / - totals Positive: 0, Neutral: 1, Negative: 0 
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Public Consultation Notice 
 

The public consultation notice is available at: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/8e623-river-slaney-enniscorthy-drainage-scheme-public-

consultation-notice/  

Report Authors 
 

Paul Fingleton, lead author, has an MSc in Rural and Regional Resources Planning (with 

specialization in EIA), University of Aberdeen, 1990. Paul is a member of the International Association 

for Impact Assessment as well as the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment. Paul 

has over twenty years’ experience working in the area of Environmental Assessment. Paul has been 

involved in a diverse range of projects including contributions to, and co-ordination of, a number of 

complex EIARs, NISs and / or IPPCL Applications for projects.   

 

Paul is the lead author of the current EPA Guidelines and accompanying Advice Notes on EIARs.  He 

has been involved in all previous editions of these statutory guidelines.  He also provides various EIA 

related consultancy services to the EPA.  Paul has engaged by numerous consent authorities to assist 

at various stages of EIA, Appropriate Assessment (AA) and consultation processes, particularly in 

reviewing EIARs and AAs.  This review work has included reviews of a number of flood relief schemes 

on behalf of the Department of Public Enterprise and Reform. 

 

Clare O’Doherty, review assistant, has a BSc in Environmental Management, Dublin Institute of 

Technology, 2019. Clare has experience working as part of team projects and in the preparation of EIA 

documents on behalf of multi-nationals and infrastructural providers. She also liaises with various 

government agencies and local authorities in order to assimilate the environmental baseline information 

that is used in SEAs, EIAs and AAs and assists in the preparation of the various SEA, EIA and AA related 

documentation.  
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