
 

 

Terms of Reference 

National Homeless Action Committee 

 

1. Purpose of Committee 

1.1. Housing for All recognises that reducing and preventing homelessness is a top priority for 

the Government. Recognising the particular challenges of homelessness, there will be a 

focus on reducing the number of homeless families and individuals.  The Government has 

committed to work towards eradicating homelessness by 2030 as an important national 

strategic goal.  Housing for All recognises the criticality of interagency supports required 

to address the complex combination of social, health and economic needs of homeless 

persons and those at risk of homelessness, in addition to their specific housing need.   It is 

within this context that the National Homeless Action Committee is being established as 

a new governance and delivery-oversight structure. 

1.2.  The overarching objective of the Committee will be to ensure that a renewed emphasis is 

brought to collaborating across Government to implement actions in Housing for All, along 

with bringing better coherence and coordination of homeless related services in delivering 

policy measures and actions to address homelessness. 

1.3. The work of the Committee will be informed by Housing for All and will be tasked with 

overseeing the interagency actions.  This will include accelerating the delivery of new 

supports and ensuring greater transparency and efficiency in the delivery of the various 

relevant funding streams. 

1.4. The Committee will identify programme inputs and will consider the efficiency with which 

these lead to actions and objectives being achieved. 

1.5. The Committee will examine the scope for alternative policy or organisational approaches 

to achieve objectives in a more efficient, effective and coherent manner. 

1.6. The Committee will identify emerging issues in respect of homelessness and prepare 

observations and potential actions that can be proposed to the Minister and Government in 

response. 

 

2. Functioning of the National Homeless Action Committee 

A. The Committee will be chaired by Mr. Darragh O’Brien, T.D., Minister for Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage and will include a representative of the following 

organisations: 

 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; 

 Department of Health; 

 Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; 

 Department of Social Protection; 



 

….. 

2 

 Department of Justice; 

 Department of Education; 

 Department of An Taoiseach; 

 County and City Management Association; 

 Dublin Region Homeless Executive; 

 Tusla, the Child and Family Agency; 

 Health Service Executive; 

 Housing Agency; 

 National Director of Housing First; 

 Peter McVerry Trust; 

 Dublin Simon Community; 

 Focus Ireland; 

 Threshold; 

 DePaul; 

 Crosscare; and 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 

 

B. Secretariat support will be provided to the Committee through the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage. 

C. The Committee will meet on a quarterly basis. 

D. It will be open to the Committee to invite those with expertise and knowledge to attend at 

any individual meeting to present information and engage with members of the Committee. 

E. The Committee will engage with other Governmental working groups and committees as 

required to further its objectives. 

F. The Committee can establish time-bound subgroups, as necessary, to undertake specific 

tasks or examine particular issues.  A subgroup established will report to Committee within 

an identified timeline, including in respect of any positions or proposals developed.  A 

subgroup can include participation from persons with knowledge and expertise who are not 

members of the Committee.   

G. The Group will report on a quarterly basis with regard to the work and deliberations of the 

Group and progress in terms of the Actions set out in Housing for All. 

H. On emerging and identified issues in respect of homelessness, the Committee will provide 

advice and guidance to the Minister. 

 


