
Minister of Justice

94 St Stephen's Green, 

Dublin 2. 

Portlaoise Prison Visiting Committee Annual Report 2020 

To the Minister of Justice, 

Introduction. 

Portlaoise Prison is a closed high security prison for adult males. It is the committal prison 
for those sent to custody from the Special Criminal Court and prisoners accommodated here 
include those linked with subversive crime. Currently, it houses approximately 230 prisoners 
in three different wings. Ultan Moran is the main Governor. 

Covid 19 has without a doubt, affected us all throughout 2020 and continues to do so even 
now as we rush headlong into 2021. We have become so used now to hearing the numbers 
given out every evening on the news, so many sick and so many dead. The effects of the 
pandemic have also hit the prison population hard. Many in prison have also lost loved ones 
and many more are in fear of what the future may bring for them and their families. The 
burdens of grief can often become magnified when viewed through the lens of a long prison 
sentence. 

The Irish Prison Service distributed Covid Information leaflets on a regular basis to all 
pnsoners. 

The Visiting Committee members were available to meet prisoners, but restricted in doing so 
due to Covid. 

Members visited on the following dates: 

January gt\ January 23rd, January 29th

Feburary 05°1, February 12th 

March 4th 
 
March 1 1th 

'

August 05 th

September 09th , September 20th

Training Day - Members attended a training day via Zoom on October 14th. 
















