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1. Introduction 

Background 

This Publication Scheme has been prepared by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 

Media in accordance with Section 8 of the Freedom of Information Act (FOI) 2014. The Scheme provides 

information about the Department’s functions and the records it holds. 

The Publication Scheme is based on the principle that all public bodies should publish as much information as 

possible in an open and accessible manner on a routine basis outside of FOI, having regard to the principles of 

openness, transparency and accountability as set out in the Freedom of Information Act. The Scheme allows 

for the publication or giving of records outside of FOI provided that such publication or giving of access is not 

prohibited by law. 

About the Department 

The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media was established in June 2020. The 

Department is organised into five Divisions, each of which is led by a Head of Division at Assistant Secretary or 

Director Level. A Director is also charged with overseeing the delivery of the Creative Ireland Programme. 

• Tourism & Sport,  

• Arts & Culture, (including the Creative Ireland Programme) 

• Irish Language & the Gaeltacht, and  

• Media. 

 Corporate  

Mission Statement  

To lead the sustainable development of Tourism, Media and the Gaeltacht and promote participation in the 

Culture, Arts, Sports and the Irish language supporting social progress, and enhancing cultural and economic 

growth across Irish society. 

Strategic Goals 

 Goal A – To support the recovery and economic growth of a competitive tourism sector that is 

environmentally, economically and socially sustainable. 

 Goal B – To support and develop engagement with and in the arts, culture and creativity by individuals 

and communities, enriching lives through cultural activity; to promote Ireland's arts, culture and 

creativity globally; and to coordinate the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 commemorative 

programme. 

 Goal C – To support the use of the Irish language throughout Ireland, in the European Union and globally 

and to strengthen its use as the principal community language of the Gaeltacht. 

 Goal D – To promote greater sports participation by all, with particular focus on female participation 

and diversity, while continuing to invest in new sports facilities, high performance athletes and the 

hosting of major events.   

 Goal E - To support the provision of commercial, community and public service media that meet the 

needs of Irish audiences and provide a regulatory environment that supports online safety and a free, 

plural and diverse media sector in Ireland. 

 Goal F – To promote North-South co-operation, within the context of the Government’s Shared Island 
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Initiative, particularly in the context of the work of An Foras Teanga and Tourism Ireland.  

 

Organisational Structure 

The Secretary General has responsibility for implementing the Department's mission and high level goals. The 

Secretary General acts as the Accounting Officer for the Department’s expenditure. As the Accounting Officer, 

the Secretary General is personally responsible for: 

• the safeguarding of public funds and property under their control;  

• the regularity and propriety of all the transactions in each Appropriation Account bearing their 

signature; and 

• the efficiency and economy of administration in their Department. 

Heads of Division are responsible for delivering the high level goals in their sectoral areas. Each Division is 

divided into a number of Business Units headed by a Principal Officer or equivalent. Further details about the 

Department’s organisational structure can be found here. 

This organisational structure reflects the Department’s core functions of providing objective advice to the 

Minister, the implementation of decisions and the provision of the infrastructure that is integral to support 

that role. While this structure may be adapted in light of needs and agreed emerging priorities, the 

Department will continue to maintain the high standards required of all public servants in all aspects of their 

work. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-tourism-culture-arts-gaeltacht-sport-and-media/?referrer=http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/organisation-structure/
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2. Tourism 

Information about the Department’s Tourism Function 

Role & Work of Division 

The Key Priorities of the Tourism Division are: 

1. To support a vibrant, attractive tourism sector that makes a significant contribution to employment 

across the country, is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable, helps promote a positive 

image of Ireland overseas, and enables local communities to prosper. 

2. Provide support to allow the tourism sector adapt and recover in the changed tourism environment as 

a result of the Covid-19 crisis.  

The main functions of the Tourism Policy and Marketing unit are to develop, monitor and review the overall 

policy framework for tourism and to ensure Ireland is effectively marketed as a tourism destination overseas.  

The unit also aims to contribute to the formulation, implementation and review of Government policy as it 

impacts on tourism to ensure that sustainable and competitive tourism optimises the economic and social 

benefits to the State.  

The unit provides Ireland’s representative on the EU Tourism Advisory Committee and liaises with various EU 

and international bodies in respect of tourism policy. 

Tourism Policy and Marketing are responsible for tourism marketing oversight, including matters relating to 

the corporate governance of Tourism Ireland CLG, a North-South body, in association with the Department for 

the Economy in Northern Ireland, under the framework of the Belfast Agreement of Good Friday 1998. 

The Tourism Industry and Product Development unit oversees the development and delivery of national 

tourism policy objectives with specific regard to the development of the Irish tourism industry and the Irish 

tourism product. In doing this, the unit analyses strategic tourism issues and supports the development and 

implementation of national policy relating to tourism development. The unit carries out policy, financial and 

corporate oversight of Fáilte Ireland particularly in its role in capital investment in line with Project Ireland 

2040; development of the brand experiences; delivery of festivals and events; enhancement of quality and 

standards; enterprise development, human resource and training issues.  The Unit also monitors the 

implementation of the Tourist Traffic Acts and their effectiveness and support competitiveness, enterprise 

capability, and product development in Irish Tourism. 

Services Offered 

Services Provided to the Public 

Dealings with the public mainly relate to requests for information on all tourism matters and in this regard, the 

Unit plays a role in referring customer queries and complaints to the appropriate bodies. 

The Division also handles requests for information on potential funding for tourism projects. However, neither 

the Minister nor the Department has direct responsibility for making decisions on the funding of tourism 

projects. All monies in the relevant tourism subheads are voted for the use by the State Tourism Agencies, 

Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland. 
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Classes of Records held 

The Tourism Policy and Marketing unit hold Records relating to: 

 National tourism policy framework  

 Corporate governance of Tourism Ireland 

 Departmental contact with the tourism agencies on tourism marketing and promotion plans 

 Expenditure under the Department’s Vote on marketing and promotion 

 North-South Co-operation on tourism 

 Destination and Product marketing issues 

 Papers relating to Tourism Statistics  

 Certain EU and OECD papers on tourism 

 Secretariat papers for the Tourism Recovery Taskforce and Recovery Oversight Group 

 Other papers relating to matters that might potentially impact on tourism 

The Tourism Industry and Product Development unit holds records relating to: 

 Corporate Governance/Vote Management/HR and Staffing Issues for Fáilte Ireland 

 Appointment of members to the National Tourism Development Authority (Fáilte Ireland) 

 Various tourism product development and policy issues  

 Industry supports for tourism businesses 

 EU State Aid 

 National Conference Centre (CCD) 

 Business and Sports Tourism (other than sports events covered by Major Events Division) 

 Festivals and Cultural Events 

 Activity Tourism 

 Cross-Departmental tourism product issues – e.g. Heritage, Arts 

 COVID-19 Regulations and operational guidance for the tourism sector 

Decision Making Process 

The work of the Tourism Division in the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

involves ensuring that a policy framework is in place to champion the tourism sector and supporting the Unit’s 

contribution to the formulation, implementation and review of Government policy as it impacts on tourism. 

The current national tourism policy is People, Place and Policy: Growing Tourism to 2025. This policy document 

was informed by a consultation document which raised a series of questions regarding policy priorities and 

invited comments and responses. The public consultation is available on the Department’s website here. 

The consultation process was also progressed by means of a series of regional seminars, involving an invited 

group of regional tourism actors, designed to maximise constructive discussion of the questions raised. These 

seminars included a workshop for national bodies in Dublin. 

Financial Information 

The Tourism Vote is channelled through the two tourism agencies, Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland and they 

administer the funding themselves. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/161ba7-public-consultation-tourism-policy-2013/
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3. Arts and Culture 

3.1 Arts, Film and Investment 

Services Offered 

 Appropriate oversight and provision of funding for the Arts Council, Screen Ireland, the National 

Archives, the National Library of Ireland and the Abbey Theatre (capital); 

 Administration of the Section 481 Tax Credit including composite testing, skills development and 

general policies. 

 Implementation of policy initiatives and schemes including: 

 Project Ireland 2040 and the  Department's  Capital Plan insofar as it relates to the proposed  

development  

 upgrading the cultural infrastructure of the National Library and the National Archives and Abbey  

Theatre  (Cultural Institutions) and digitisation, 

 Delivery of Capital Schemes for cultural infrastructure and development,  

 Delivery of other Capital Projects outside of Capital Schemes, 

 The Audiovisual Action Plan 

Accessing Our Services 

 Services to the public are generally delivered in response to applications for assistance and are 

provided by post, e-mail, telephone and in person.  Queries received by the Department may be 

referred to agencies under the remit of the unit for further assistance. There is no cost to access any of 

these services. 

 The section administers the Section 481 Tax Credit and provides guidance in relation to the scheme. 

Applications are submitted by email to section481@tcagsm.gov.ie and guidance is provided online 

here  and in response to requests for assistance.  

 The section provides information to the general public concerning arts policy and related matters.  

Requests for information can be made by email to artsunit@tcagsm.gov.ie.    

 The section provides information to the public in relation to capital grant schemes. Details of capital 

schemes currently open are available here (these schemes will be updated periodically) and details of 

previous schemes are available here.  

 The section operates the www.genealogy.ie website that provides access to the historic civil records of 

births, marriages and deaths. The website is free to access and offers a feedback facility for users. 

Classes of Records Held 

 Records concerning the Arts Council, Screen Ireland, the National Archives, the National Library of 

Ireland and the Abbey Theatre which can include information on administration, finances, policy 

matters, correspondence and the appointment of board members. 

 Records relating to operational matters concerning the Unit's functions, such as minutes, 

correspondence, speeches, ministerial representations and briefing notes.  

 Applications made in respect of the Section 481 Tax Credit together with related statistics.  

 Records in relation to capital grants allocated to various projects under capital grant schemes. 

mailto:section481@tcagsm.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5b8e7-creative-arts-film/
mailto:artsunit@tcagsm.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/46f4f-creative-arts-grants-and-funding/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b1eab-creative-arts-grants-and-funding-previous-schemes/
http://www.genealogy.ie/
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Decision Making Process 

Developing policy in relation to arts, culture and music, particularly the development of policy positions in 

relation to capital, genealogy, copyright, digitisation, creative industries, and the Irish audiovisual industry, 

including tax-based incentives. 

Financial Information 

Capital Grants Scheme 

Funding is being made available under the Department’s capital plan – Project Ireland 2040 -Investing in our 

Culture, Language & Heritage 2018 – 2027. Under this capital plan a number of grant schemes have been run - 

the most recent one is the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019 – 2022 - and details of these together with previous 

funding can be accessed on the Department’s page of the www.gov.ie website here. Full details of any existing 

capital grant schemes can be found here. 

Section 481 Tax Credit 

The Unit provides certification for the purposes of section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 to producer 

companies who satisfy the legislative requirements and submit an application form to 

section481@tcagsm.gov.ie. Full details of the application process and guidance are available here.  

 

3.2 Cultural Schemes 

Services Offered 

Functions and Services 

 Policy Development relating to the Percent for Arts Scheme. 

 Provision of funding and appropriate policy framework of the National Gallery of Ireland. 

 Funding for specialist, regional and local museums. 

 Administration of Cultural Funding Schemes, including: 

o Regional Museums Exhibition Scheme, 

o Mobility of Collections Scheme, 

o Co-operation with Northern Ireland Funding Scheme, 

o Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Funding Scheme, 

 Provision of annual subvention to cultural organisations, including the James Joyce Centre, National Print 

Museum, Hunt Museum, Archbishop Marsh’s Library, Foynes Flying Boat and Maritime Museum, Science 

Gallery, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, and Cork Butter Museum, Irish Museums Association, Little Museum 

of Dublin, etc. and related duties. 

 Management of the Government Indemnity Scheme. 

 Management of the donation of Heritage Goods to the State under Section 1003 of the Taxes 

Consolidation Act, 1997. Further details are available here. 

 Issuing of Export Licences for Cultural Goods pursuant to EU regulation 116/2009 and Part IV of the 

National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 

 Issuing of Import Licences for Cultural Goods pursuant to EU regulation 2019-880 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b1eab-creative-arts-grants-and-funding-previous-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/46f4f-creative-arts-grants-and-funding/
mailto:section481@tcagsm.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5b8e7-creative-arts-film/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d5404-tax-relief-for-heritage-donations/
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3.3 Grant or Funding Schemes 

Finder’s Fees Scheme 

Purpose of the Scheme 

The National Museum is empowered to permit the retention of archaeological finds of local interest in 

appropriate local or regional museums.  In the event of such finds occurring, it is customary to provide a 

finder’s fee at the State’s discretion.  The amount varies depending on certain details such as the item in 

question, the value of the object, etc. 

A finder of an archaeological object that the National Museum deems to be of local interest and permits to be 

put on display in an appropriate local or regional museum is eligible to apply under this scheme. The local or 

regional museum may issue the payment to the finder, and will in turn recoup from the 

Department.  Alternatively, the Department may make the payment directly to the ‘finder’. 

How to Apply for Funding under the Scheme 

The applicant (local or regional museum or the finder of the actual item in question) must furnish the following 

documentation and information to the Department before an application can be assessed: 

 A copy of the National Museum of Ireland Report of Discovery Form; 

 A copy of the conditions of loan if appropriate; 

 Written confirmation from National Museum of Ireland of the value of the object in question; 

 Details of the finder; and 

 A formal request to D/TCAGSM to pay this amount. 

Eligibility Criteria 

An applicant must have found an archaeological object of some significance.  The above conditions must be 

adhered to and these are required before any assessment can be made in the Department. 

The criteria governing variations in grant levels would depend on the written confirmation from National 

Museum of Ireland of the value of the object in question.  The Department is not obliged to pay the full 

amount and can decide on a nominal value depending on availability of funding etc.  In some cases, the 

Department can pay the finder half of the value, with the local or regional museum paying the other 

half.  There are no specific criteria concerning the finder’s fee. 

This is a payment at the State’s discretion and there is no formal appeals procedure. 

Regional Museum Exhibition Scheme 

Purpose of the Scheme 

The objective is to create a fund to assist local, regional and specialised museums contribute to the fabric and 

meaning of national and local culture through an exhibition programme for locals and visitors alike. This will 

allow local and specific interpretations of historical events and their legacy and of the multiple identities and 

traditions which are part of the Irish historical experience. 
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Who is Eligible to Apply? 

Applications are invited from local, regional and specialised museums and/or organisations and institutions 

that operate as not for profit institutions whose primary role is to collect, safeguard, hold in trust, research, 

develop and interpret collections of original objects and original objects on loan, for the public benefit.  

The premises of eligible applicants must be open to the public – their collections should be unique in the 

country and relate to matters of national interest or international culture and must also be readily accessible 

by the public.  

Applications involving partnerships or collaborations will be considered for funding under the Scheme.  

Eligibility Criteria 

The scheme is to assist local, regional and specialised museums contribute to the fabric and meaning of 

national and local culture through an exhibition programme for locals and visitors alike. This will allow local 

and specific interpretations of historical events and their legacy and of the multiple identities and traditions 

which are part of the Irish historical experience. 

Exhibitions should offer fresh insights and constructive dialogue, and aim to foster deeper mutual 

understanding among people from different traditions on the island of Ireland. The goal of exhibitions 

supported by this scheme should be to encourage multiple and plural programmes which remember the past, 

rather than trying to enforce a common interest while ensuring, and, where possible, the exhibitions 

supported should not re-ignite old tensions. 

What is Funded 

 Research and curation costs towards the exhibition/ event; 

 Exhibition panels; 

 Other display material; 

 Signage; 

 Translation of display and signage material where this translation will be displayed; 

 Production of associated literature; 

 Equipment or enhancement/ modifications to equipment where this directly relates to the exhibition/ 

event; 

 Development of website or online resources where this directly relates to the exhibition/ event; 

 Educational and outreach equipment and resources; 

Scoring Criteria 

 The extent to which the project would support cultural and/or encourage the use of local and regional 

Museums by a larger segment of society; 

 Whether the project is realistic in terms of scale, costs, assistance sought and timeframe for delivery; 

 Capacity to deliver/value for money; 

 Museum status e.g. Designated museums, MSPI participant etc.; 

Further information is available here.  

There is no formal appeals procedure in relation to the decisions made under this scheme. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/676e1-regional-museum-exhibitions-scheme/
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Mobility of Collections Scheme 

Purpose of the Scheme 

The Scheme is designed to fund the transport, cost of insurance and exhibiting costs for pieces from the 

National Collections to appropriate institutions around the country. It is not possible for the National Cultural 

institutions to display their full collection at any one time and this scheme assists in keeping items from the 

National Collections on display to the public on a greater and wider basis.  In addition, this scheme facilitates 

the display of pieces from the National Collections with specific local and regional interest direct to those 

communities.  It also facilitates the spread of cultural artefacts and relating exhibitions outside urban centres 

to more rural areas. 

Who is Eligible to Apply? 

Types of projects which were considered under the scheme are as follows: 

 Funding the costs associated with the transport of pieces from the National Collections to/from a 

regional/local Institution; or/and 

 Funding the cost of insuring pieces from the National Collection whilst being transported to/from a 

regional/local institution; or/and 

 Funding the costs of exhibition pieces from the National Collections in your Institution. 

This scheme does not provide for the capital upgrade of facilities to meet the exhibition requirements of the 

loaning institution. 

Applicants Should: 

 Have approval of the lending authority 

 clearly set out the objective, purpose and targeted end result of the proposed loaned piece; 

 delineate all relating costs; 

 warrant that all representations made in pursuit of the application for funding are accurate and true; 

 have all the requisite regulatory approvals in place;  

Further information is available here.  

Co-operation with Northern Ireland Scheme 

Purpose of the Scheme 

Funding provided under the Scheme should meet a specific cultural need and should support the Department 

in the delivery of its objective to nurture and develop Irish artistic and creative talent and enhance arts access, 

the national cultural institutions, regional arts infrastructure and cultural tourism countrywide, in cooperation 

with national and local authorities and other partners. 

Projects funded under the Scheme must have a clearly demonstrable North/South element and should seek to 

make a contribution to enhancing, celebrating or commemorating the artistic, cultural, musical, film or 

heritage of the whole Island of Ireland. 

Projects should be creative and innovative and examples of projects which could be considered for funding 

under the scheme include, but are not limited to, projects which: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/6a6bd-mobility-of-collections-scheme/
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 Promote co-operation and joint initiatives between organisations and institutions on a North/South 

basis; 

 Promote cultural tourism on a North/South basis; 

 Promote the provision of cultural outreach programmes on a North/South basis. 

Who is Eligible to Apply? 

Applications are invited from bodies, organisations and institutions that operate as not for profit. 

Applications involving partnerships or collaborations will be considered for funding under the Scheme. 

Whilst applicants may submit details of more than one project for consideration, it is envisaged that an 

applicant will at most receive an allocation of funding in respect of just one project. 

Capital projects cannot be considered for funding under the Scheme. 

Applicants Should 

 clearly set out the objective, purpose and targeted end result of the proposed project; 

 demonstrate the extent to which the project meets the objectives of the Scheme with particular 

reference to the North/South element; 

 delineate all of the project costs; 

 confirm that the project is realistic in terms of scale, capacity to deliver, costs, assistance sought and 

timeframe for delivery; 

 clearly detail the level of own resources being made available for the project where applicable (see 

assessment criteria below); 

 warrant that all representations made in pursuit of the application for funding are accurate and true; 

 have all the requisite regulatory approvals in place; and 

 be tax compliant. 

Further information is available here.  

Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Funding Scheme 

Purpose of the Scheme 

Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme is reserved for appropriate not-for-profit festivals, 

summer schools and other such similar events. 

The Scheme is designed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which are not in receipt of 

other central Government monies and which may not be eligible under funding criteria for larger scale events 

supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar bodies. Events which are funded by the Arts Council 

and Fáilte Ireland are not eligible. 

The projects make a very important contribution to the development and promotion of Ireland’s cultural 

tourism offering, to the benefit of both the domestic and foreign tourist and represent an important 

component of the delivery of the cultural tourism commitments in the Programme for Government. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/071b7-co-operation-with-northern-ireland/
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Who is Eligible to Apply? 

The Scheme is designed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which are not in receipt of 

other public monies and which may not be eligible under funding criteria for larger scale events supported by 

Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar bodies. 

Applicants Should 

 clearly set out the objective, purpose and targeted end result of the proposed project; 

 demonstrate the extent to which the project meets the objectives of the Scheme with particular 

reference to the Summer Schools or Festivals element; 

 delineate all of the project costs; 

 confirm that bodies, organisations and institutions operate as not for profit; 

 outline any details of funding from any other public body or clearly note where you are not in receipt 

of such funding 

 confirm that the project is realistic in terms of scale, capacity to deliver, costs, assistance sought and 

timeframe for delivery; 

 warrant that all representations made in pursuit of the application for funding are accurate and true; 

 have all the requisite regulatory approvals in place; and 

 be tax compliant. 

Further information is available here.  

Tax relief for heritage donations under Section 1003 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 

Under Section 1003 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997, tax relief is available in respect of the donation of 

important national heritage items to the Irish national collections. The relief consists of a tax credit equal to 

the value of the heritage item(s) donated which can be credited against particular tax liabilities incurred by the 

donor. For the purposes of the relief, heritage item(s) means any kind of cultural item including: 

 any archaeological item, archive, book, estate record, manuscript and painting, and 

 any collection of cultural items and 

 any collection of same in their setting which are considered appropriate for donation to the national 

collections. 

The national collections are described as Approved Bodies under the legislation. They are: National Archives of 

Ireland; National Gallery of Ireland; National Library of Ireland; National Museum of Ireland; Irish Museum of 

Modern Art & The Crawford Art Gallery Cork. 

The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media with the consent of the Minister for 

Finance, has the authority to approve further bodies for the purpose of the relief. Such additional bodies must 

be funded wholly or mainly by the State or a public or local authority. 

Further information is available here.  

Classes of Records Held 

Records relating to policy, legislative, financial and operational matters concerning the division’s functions as 

detailed above, and also to the payment of funding to various cultural bodies. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/89595-small-scale-local-festivals-and-summer-schools/
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.nli.ie/
http://www.museum.ie/
http://www.imma.ie/
http://www.imma.ie/
http://www.crawfordartgallery.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d5404-tax-relief-for-heritage-donations/
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Financial Information 

B6 Subhead Funding (not including the Creative Ireland programme and the Live Entertainment funding 

schemes) 

Projects funded under the B6 subhead meet a specific cultural need and support the high level goal of the 

department in relation to enhancing access to the arts, culture and film sectors and recognising the social and 

economic role of these sectors in Ireland. 

The projects make a very important contribution to the development and promotion of Ireland’s cultural 

tourism offering, to the benefit of both the domestic and foreign tourist and represent an important 

component of the delivery of the cultural tourism commitments in the Programme for Government. 

Details of previous funding under this programme is available here. 

 

3.4 Culture Ireland 

Services Offered 

Functions and Services 

 Promoting Irish arts and artists worldwide.  

 Administering Grant Systems for Irish artists and arts organisations 

 Developing platforms to present outstanding Irish creative work to international audiences through 

showcases at key global arts events, including the Edinburgh Festival and Venice Biennale, as well as 

through special cultural initiatives such as the international commemorative centenary programme for 

Ireland 2016 

 Fulfilling Ireland's obligations at EU level -Council of Culture Ministers, Cultural Affairs Committee, 

OMC groups and support for and coordination with the Creative Europe Desk structure under the EU 

Creative Europe Programme (Culture and Media) 

 Management and implementation of UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage; support Dublin UNESCO City of Literature and Galway UNESCO City of Film through 

funding and steering group membership. 

 On-going participation in the  British Irish Council Creative Industries Work Sector 

 Accessing Our Services 

 Services to the public are generally delivered in response to applications for assistance and are 

provided by post, e-mail, telephone, social media and in person. Specifically with regard to Culture 

Ireland services are available here. Information on Ireland’s implementation of the UNESCO 2003 

Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage and the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

is available here. 

 There is no cost pertaining to contacting the unit 

 There is no formal appeal process with regard to grant decisions, or competition outcomes.  

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6acdc-cultural-projects-funding/
http://www.cultureireland.ie/
https://nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/
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3.5 Creative Ireland 

Services Offered 

Coordination of the all-of-Government Creative Ireland Programme, which aims to mainstream creativity in 

the life of the nation, with the core proposition being that participation in cultural and creative activity, 

promotes individual, community and national wellbeing.   

The Programme seeks to support each citizen – whether individually or collectively, in our personal lives or in 

our institutions – to realise our full creative potential, by encouraging, facilitating and supporting collaboration 

in order to cultivate a diverse, accessible and creative cultural ecosystem that sustains wellbeing for all. 

The Programme principally engages with a range of strategic partners – including other government 

departments, state agencies, local authorities and sectoral groups – to develop initiatives which underpin the 

Programme’s objectives, as well as engaging at a policy development level to incorporate cultural creativity 

(and its benefits for personal wellbeing) into policies and initiatives in other sectoral areas.  As a consequence 

of this programme-level engagement, a number of schemes and programmes of events are made available to 

the general public.  

The majority of funding is provided directly to local authorities, or under Service Level Agreements to sectoral 

bodies to meet specific policy objectives or actions outlined within the Programme’s policies. 

The principal services/activities which are available to the general public are managed by the local authorities. 

Events are advertised at a local level (with links provided by the Creative Ireland Programme website and the 

Cruinniú na nÓg micro-site). Other services provided as a result of Creative Ireland Programme engagement or 

support are provided through individual sectoral bodies or organisations. The main events and programmes 

supported through the Creative Ireland Programme by local authorities are free of charge. 

The Creative Ireland Programme operates the Creative Climate Action Fund, the first grant scheme of its kind. 

This fund addresses the Programme for Government’s commitment to “Support Creative Ireland in engaging 

the public on climate change through the creative and cultural sectors initiative.” The focus of this scheme is to 

create partnerships that connect the public sector and the creative sector in order to enhance public 

engagement with climate change, transforming awareness into climate action and behaviour change. With €1 

million in funding from the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications, up to €2 million 

was available to support projects until the end of 2022 with budgets of between €30,000 — €200,000The 

Briefing Note containing details of the scheme and application procedure is available here.  

The Creative Ireland Programme supports evaluation and research into the delivery and impact of creativity in 

Irish society. The following research has been commissioned by the Programme in relation to its functions (and 

results are published on the Creative Ireland Programme website when completed): 

Title, Research Body 

EPIC-MUSS; DCU School of Arts Education and Movement. 

Inclusion and engagement of Children of Muslim background in creative activities in Ireland; UCD. 

Creative Capacity in Ireland: Working towards Wellbeing; Mary Immaculate College, Limerick. 

https://submitmedia.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/Creative_Climate_Action_Brief_final.pdf
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Participation in social and creative activities in Ireland among adults aged 50 and over and the effects of this 

on health and wellbeing; The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) at TCD. 

YouthSing Ireland - action research project to develop new methodology for teaching Group Singing in 

schools with bespoke commissioned arrangements and development of new CPD for teachers, Sing Ireland. 

Song Seeking - an action research project to explore and enhance musical participation amongst asylum 

seekers, Mary Immaculate College. 

Fulbright-Creative Ireland Programme Fellows 2019-2020 - A programme to support Irish cultural 

professionals and Post-graduates to undertake placement and research in American cultural institutions. 

Research and development project to design and pilot a model for an Intercultural Schools Programme, 

Chester Beatty Library. 

OSCAIL - Research to establish a Cultural Heritage Data Programme for Ireland, The Discovery Programme. 

Study to explore the processes of creative and inclusive music making within a wide geographical spread of 

primary and post primary schools, DCU - School of Arts Education and Movement. 

 

More information on individual programmes can be found at the following links: 

 Creative Ireland 

 Cruinniu na nÓg 

 Arts Council – Creative Schools 

 

Decision Making Process 

Consultations with sectoral groups have taken place previously to inform actions to progress key policy 

objectives, while the Programme also promotes single issue events aimed at promoting discussion on the 

general themes of the Programme. Local authorities supported by the Programme may (at their own 

discretion) undertake public consultations in relation to their own programmes of events. 

 

The Creative Ireland Programme has published the following plans, progress reports and expenditure reports: 

 Creative Youth Briefing July 2021 

 A Creative Ireland Programme as part of the Creative Youth Plan  

 Creative Communities Interim Review 

 Creative Ireland Progress Report 2020 

 Creative Youth - A Plan to Enable the Creative Potential of Every Child and Young Person 

 Creative Ireland Programme 2017—2022 

 Engaging the Public on Climate Change through the Cultural and Creative Sectors 

 First Progress Report on Implementation of the Audiovisual Action Plan 

 Creative Ireland & Youth Singing in Ireland 

 Creative Youth - 2018 Progress Report and Renewed Commitments 2019 

 Creative Youth - A plan to enable the creative potential of every child and young person 

 The Creative Ireland Programme End of Year Report 2018 

 The Creative Ireland Programme End of Year Report 2017 

 Audiovisual Action Plan Creative Ireland Programme Pillar 4 

https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en
https://cruinniu.creativeireland.gov.ie/
http://www.artscouncil.ie/creative-schools/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2021/07/Creative-Youth-Briefing-July-2021.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2021/06/Creative-Technology-Needs-Analysis-for-Irelands-Youth-Settings.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2021/01/CI_Creative_Communities_Final-compressed.pdf
https://report2020.creativeireland.gov.ie/?utm_source=CI&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Rep2020
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2020/02/Creative-Youth-Information-for-schools-February-2020.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative-Ireland-Programme.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative-Ireland-Programme.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Engaging-the-Public-on-Climate-Change.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/first-progress-report-on-implementation-of-the-audio-visual-action-plan.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative-Ireland-and-Youth-Singing-in-Ireland-Helen-Doyle-research-paper-2019.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative_Youth_Plan_-_2018_Progress_Report_and_2019_Commitments.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/CI_ChildrensPlan_Screen_1.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/End-of-Year-Report-2018.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative-Ireland-Programme-End-of-Year-Report-2017.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/Creative-Ireland-Programme-End-of-Year-Report-2017.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2019/12/audiovisual-action-plan.pdf
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Financial Information 

The Creative Ireland Programme is responsible for the processing and recording of payments for services and 

grants relating to the business unit. This is current expenditure under Subhead A.6.  

The section maintains a financial control system to manage the budget  

Funding/Sponsorship of Non-public Bodies 

Grantees are required to sign a Service Level Agreement (SLA) which details the nature, quality, and scope of 

the proposal being supported. Each SLA outlines the principles, aims and objectives of the Creative Ireland 

Programme and includes general requirements as well as deliverables specific to the proposal.   

Administration of the scheme is overseen by the Creative Ireland Programme Office in line with Departmental 

guidelines, DPER Circular 13/2014 (The Management of Accountability for Grants for Exchequer Funds) and 

Public Financial and Public Procurement procedures generally.   

Creative Climate Action Funding recipients are also required to comply with the Climate Action Fund financial 

guidelines. Further information is available here. 

The Grantee submits a Grant Recoupment Form once a tranche of funding is due in line with the SLA.   

 

3.6 Decade of Centenaries 

Services Offered 

Co-ordination and Promotion of the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 Programme. 

 Co-ordinating the planning, delivery, and promotion of a cross-governmental Decade of Centenaries 

programme, comprising commemorative initiatives, events and programming connected with the 

significant centenaries that arise between 2012 and 2023. 

 Support  

o the Expert Advisory Group on Centenary Commemorations; 

o the All-Party Consultation Group on Commemorations; and 

o the Interdepartmental Working Group on Commemorations. 

 Develop, co-ordinate and deliver key  initiatives under the Programme through effective engagement 

with a wide spectrum of interests including:  

o Government Departments; 

o Local Authorities; 

o the National Cultural Institutions; and 

o various other stakeholders and partners. 

Interested parties and the public can contact the Commemorations Unit of the Department via e-mail: 

commemorations@tcagsm.gov.ie. 

Decision Making Process 

Policy relating to the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 Programme is directed by the Minister for Tourism, 

Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, and is underpinned by the principles and guidance set out by the 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/de5d3-climate-action-fund/
mailto:commemorations@tcagsm.gov.ie
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Expert Advisory Group on Centenary Commemorations(EAG) and informed in an on-going manner by advice 

from the EAG and consultation with the All-Party Consultation Group on Commemorations, the Senior Officials 

Group on Commemorations and the Interdepartmental Working Group on Commemorations. 

Financial Information 

A current budget of €5m is allocated to the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 Programme in 2021.   

Almost €2m of this is allocated to the 31 local authorities to support local delivery of their individual Decade of 

Centenaries 2012-2023 Programme plans.   

The bulk of the balance of the funding is allocated to relevant partners and stakeholders to deliver initiatives, 

events and programming under the Historical and Creative Expression strands of the Programme, e.g. History 

Ireland Hedge School podcasts, the Markievicz Award, the Artist-in-Residence scheme, RTÉ/UCC collaboration 

on production of digital content from The Atlas of the Irish Revolution, musical and theatrical productions, 

Century Ireland and multi-media productions.   

 

3.7 Night-Time Economy 

Services Offered 

 To provide leadership, and support for the development of a vibrant Night-Time Economy in our cities 

and towns. 

 To support and facilitate the Night-Time Economy Taskforce established by Minister Catherine Martin. 

 Develop, co-ordinate and deliver the Taskforce recommendations through effective engagement with 

a wide spectrum of interests including:  

o Government Departments; 

o Local Authorities; 

o the National Cultural Institutions; and 

o other relevant stakeholders and partners. 

Interested parties and the public can contact the Night-Time Economy Unit of the Department via e-mail: 

NTE@tcagsm.gov.ie. 

 

3.8 National Archives 

Services Offered 

The National Archives was established on 1 June 1988 under the National Archives Act, 1986, following the 

amalgamation of the State Paper Office (SPO) and the Public Record Office of Ireland (PROI) which transferred 

their functions and holdings to the newly established National Archives. Under this legislation, records of 

Government Departments and their agencies are transferred to the National Archives when they are 30 years 

old. 

mailto:NTE@tcagsm.gov.ie
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The National Archives provides a high quality service to researchers and archive users, through access to 

reading room, making of records and information available on our website and responding to enquiries from 

members of the public regarding our holdings. 

It administers requests for copies of archives, providing Advance Orders, facilitating group visits and lectures, 

assisting the media in requests for filming or photographs of records, dealing with requests for copyright 

clearance, overseeing the administration of the National Archives (Fees) Regulations 2012, and administering 

the professional genealogy advisory service. 

It is also responsible for providing reproduction services of records in its holdings which provides copies of 

documents to the public, including certified copies, licensing, copyright and permission to publish. 

Decision Making Process 

The National Archives Act 1986 and the 2018 (Amendment Act) outline the functions and provisions of the 

National Archives. 

Financial Information 

The National Archives Budget is administered under the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 

Sport and Media subheads of A.4 for current and capital expenditure and A.3 for payments to match revenue 

generated by the NAI. This revenue is generated through copy orders and our public Reading Room. 

The NAI does not receive any external funding. 
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4. Gaeltacht 

4.1 Foras Teanga agus Logainmneacha 

Services Offered 

 Promoting North-South co-operation across the full range of departmental activities and liaising with 

other Departments.  

 Maintaining and broadening contact with relevant organisations in Northern Ireland. 

 Researching placenames of Ireland and providing authoritative Irish language forms of those 

placenames.  

 Providing administrative support to the expert placenames committee. 

Decision Making Process 

The division supports the work of An Foras Teanga (the North South Language Body), which was established on 

2 December 1999 as one of 6 Cross-Border Implementation Bodies set up under the British-Irish Agreement 

Act 1999.  An Foras Teanga comprises two separate agencies: 

 Foras na Gaeilge, successor to Bord na Gaeilge, with the principal responsibility of promoting the Irish 

language in every aspect of everyday life throughout the island of Ireland, and 

 Tha Boord o Ulstèr-Scotch (The Ulster-Scots Agency), with the principal responsibility of promoting the 

Ulster-Scots language and culture, both within Northern Ireland and throughout the island of Ireland.   

An Foras Teanga 

An Foras Teanga is accountable to the North South Ministerial Council and to the Ministers in the Sponsoring 

Departments, i.e., the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and the Department 

for Communities in Northern Ireland. 

While the division is responsible for policy and funding issues, responsibility for the day-to-day operational 

matters rests with the individual agencies (further information is available at www.forasnagaeilge.ie and 

www.ulsterscotsagency.com).  No services or schemes are delivered directly to the public.  

The Placenames Branch 

The Placenames Branch provides administrative support to the Placenames Commission in addition to its core 

role in researching the placenames of Ireland and providing authoritative Irish Language forms of those 

placenames.   

All Irish language versions of placenames determined by the Placenames Branch are published on the 

Placenames Database of Ireland website www.logainm.ie. This site which has been developed by Fiontar, 

Dublin City University (DCU), in collaboration with the Placenames Branch, provides a comprehensive 

management system for data, archival records and placenames research conducted by the State. 

If you are unable to find the Irish language version of a placename on the website at www.logainm.ie, you can 

request the information from the Placenames Branch via e-mail to logainmneacha@tcagsm.gov.ie. 

Classes of Records held by the Unit 

 Records relating to policy matters in this area (including relevant legislation); 

http://www.forasnagaeilge.ie/
http://www.ulsterscotsagency.com/
http://www.logainm.ie/
http://www.logainm.ie/
mailto:logainmneacha@tcagsm.gov.ie


21 
 

 Records relating to operational matters (applications, minutes, correspondence, briefing notes etc.) in 

relation to the functions described above; and 

 Records relating to internal administration of the Division. 

 Administration files - records of correspondence relating to day to day issues. 

 

4.2 An Ghaeilge (Taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht agus go hidirnáisiúnta) Unit & Coimisinéir 

Teanga 

Services Offered 

An Ghaeilge (Taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht agus go hidirnáisiúnta) Unit is responsible for:  

 Developing and implementing various schemes, initiatives and measures which support the 20-Year 

Strategy and the strengthening of the Irish language outside the Gaeltacht. 

 Implementing the Official Languages Act 2003, including the agreement of language schemes with 

public bodies and related matters and updating the First Schedule to the Official Languages Act 

specifying the public bodies to which the Act applies. 

 Co-ordinating the process to amend the Official Languages Act 2003 via the Official Languages 

(Amendment) Bill 2019. 

 Supporting the work of An Coimisinéir Teanga and funding the administration of his office.  

 Overseeing developments in regard to the Irish language in the EU, with particular emphasis on the 

ending of the derogation on the use of Irish in its institutions by January 2022. 

 Devising and implementing appropriate arrangements for the provision of Irish language training and 

accreditation for the Civil Service. 

 Funding and promoting the teaching of Irish in 3rd level institutions abroad. 

 Developing and implementing, in consultation with the 3rd level sector, a Digital Plan for the Irish 

Language. 

 Administering the Irish Language support schemes to provide financial assistance to a range of 

organisations and activities that support the promotion of the Irish language outside the Gaeltacht. 

Organisations that receive annual funding include Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Gnó 

Mhaigh Eo and Gael Taca, Cork. More information can be found in the ‘funding Schemes’ section 

below. 

 Ensuring delivery of relevant commitments included in Project Ireland 2040. 

 

Other than in relation to Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge, the division does not provide any services directly to 

the public but operates primarily through liaison with other public bodies, including An Coimisinéir Teanga.   

An Coimisinéir Teanga 

Oifig Choimisinéir na dTeangacha Oifigiúla was established under Section 20 of the Official Languages Act 

2003.  As provided for in the Act, An Coimisinéir Teanga is independent in the performance of his functions.  

The primary functions of the Office are to monitor compliance by public bodies with the provisions of the Act 

and to take appropriate measures to ensure such compliance.  An Coimisinéir Teanga has the power to 
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investigate complaints made about public bodies and to make recommendations directed at public bodies 

where obligations under the Act are not fulfilled. 

Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge (STG) 

The objective of this programme of funding is to provide financial assistance to a range of organisations and 

activities that support the promotion of the Irish language outside the Gaeltacht, nationally and 

internationally.  Organisations that receive annual funding include Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, Gaillimh le 

Gaeilge, Gnó Mhaigh Eo and Gael Taca in Co. Cork.  Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge (STG) also funds initiatives 

that assist public bodies in implementing the Official Languages Act and that support the status of Irish as an 

official and working language of the European Union.  These initiatives include, for example, the development 

by Fiontar, Dublin City University, of a database of EU terminology in the Irish language, which includes 

terminology required for translation of statutory instrument, and an online database for placenames.  The 

initiative also include the Advanced Irish Language Skills Initiative in third level institutions in Ireland and 

supports the Irish language technology scheme Clár TechSpace in schools and youth organisations. 

With regard to capital projects, funding is provided to facilitate the refurbishment of Irish language social and 

cultural centres in urban areas. 

Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge is open to organisations promoting the Irish Language outside the Gaeltacht.   

Organisations are asked to fill in an application and to supply business plan and detailed explanation as to the 

background, rationale and aims of their project. Further information, including application forms, are available 

on the Department’s website here 

The general eligibility criteria and conditions under the Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge are outlined below. 

The practice is to fund organisations with a proven track record in promoting the language. 

Projects are evaluated with regard to the following criteria, as appropriate: 

 the viability of the project in terms of supporting the development and use of the Irish language 

outside the Gaeltacht in an effective and efficient manner; 

 whether the project helps to underpin the status of Irish as an EU official and working language by 

increasing the number of qualified persons with Irish language skills and/or assisting the work of the 

EU institutions in that regard, including translation of EU terminology into Irish; and 

 value for money.  

The criteria used in assessing applications for funding in relation to the teaching of Irish in third-level 

institutions overseas include: 

 the institution's experience in providing Irish language courses and in promoting Irish generally; 

 the quality of the business plan;  

 the extent of co-funding available from the institution and/or other sources;  

 accreditation of the courses; and 

 value for money.  

Criteria for Capital Expenditure 

Capital projects are evaluated with regard to the following criteria, as appropriate: 

 the necessity of the proposed works. This element is evaluated by the Department's engineer; 
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 the proposed usage of the premises in terms of supporting the development of the Irish language 

within the community or area in question, e.g. crèche, preschool, Irish language classes, social 

activities, etc.; 

 the extent of co-funding available from the local community and/or other sources; and 

 value for money.  

The criteria governing variations in grant levels: 

 Strength of the Irish language in the area. 

Right of Appeal 

Applicants who are not satisfied with decisions made in relation to their applications may appeal in writing to 

the Secretary General, The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media,, 23 Kildare 

Street, Dublin 2.  A review will be carried out as expeditiously as possible. 

Classes of Records Held  

 Records relating to policy matters in this area (including relevant legislation); 

 Records relating to operational matters (applications, minutes, correspondence, briefing notes etc.) in 

relation to the functions described above; and 

 Records relating to internal administration of the Division. 

 Administration files - records of correspondence relating to day to day issues; 
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5. Sport 

5.1 Sports Policy and Campus 

Services Offered 

Sports Policy and Campus Division does not provide services directly to the public.  The role and work of the 

Division is described below:  

Role 

The primary role of Sports Policy and Campus Division is to set policy, to oversee Sport Ireland, to facilitate the 

use of public funds to promote increased participation in sport and improved levels of performance at 

competitive/elite levels and to facilitate development of the Sport Ireland Campus at Blanchardstown. 

Work of Division 

 Development of sport policy, including leading on the National Sports Policy 2018-2027 

 Corporate Governance of Sport Ireland. A 3-year Performance Delivery Agreement and an annual 

Oversight Agreement is in place with Sport Ireland. 

 Oversight of development of the Sport Ireland Campus at Blanchardstown 

 On-going liaison with stakeholders including National Governing Bodies of sport, Federation of Irish 

Sport, Olympic Federation of Ireland and others 

 Leading on cross-Departmental engagement and co-ordination of international issues relating to sport 

(EU, Council of Europe, UNESCO, WADA) 

 Secretariat for the Sports Leadership Group which is chaired by the Minister with responsibility for 

Sport 

 COVID-19 matters concerning the sports sector. 

Classes of Records Held 

Records relating to: 

 Sport Ireland 

 Sports Policy Issues 

 Sport Ireland Campus development projects 

 Sport Ireland Campus Operations including the National Aquatic Centre 

 Sports legislation Issues 

 National Sports Policy 2018-2027 

 Sports Leadership Group 

 National Physical Activity Plan 

 International Issues 

 Sports Monitoring Group 

 Expert Group on return to sport 

Financial Information 

Sports Policy and Campus Division provides funding to Sport Ireland on an annual basis. It facilitates the use of 

public funds to promote increased participation in sport and improved levels of performance at 

competitive/elite levels and to facilitate development of the Sport Ireland Campus at Blanchardstown. Sport 
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Ireland in turn allocates current expenditure funding to National Governing Bodies of Sport, Local Sports 

Partnerships, athletes and other sporting bodies under various funding schemes. Capital funding is allocated to 

Sport Ireland for the development of the Sport Ireland Campus.     

Sport Ireland’s Annual Report and Financial Statements are available on their website here: 

 

5.2 Major Sporting Events 

Decision Making Process 

 A new Major Sporting Events policy is an objective in the Programme for Government. 

 Work on this is currently underway and will be the subject of a public consultation exercise in due 

course. 

 It is envisaged that the consultation will be via an online webform. 

 Currently it is anticipated that responses will be published and that a summary report will be made 

available.  

 A strategy and assessment model will  follow and which will be published via the Department’s 

website on gov.ie 

Financial Information 

This Division is responsible for the following types of payments: 

 Payments directly to rights holders (e.g. Ryder Cup Europe) for event hosting fees, where agreed. 

 Payments to Agencies (e.g. Sport Ireland) to enable them to meet commitments made to a third party 

in relation to hosing a major event e.g. Payments to Sport Ireland to allow them to pay tournament 

grant supports to the European Tour in respect of the Irish Open and other Irish-held golf 

tournaments. 

 Payments to SPVs set up in order to manage bids on behalf of the Irish Government or a consortium 

including the Irish Government. 

 Consultancy payments e.g. economic impact assessments in advance of bidding for an event, 

assessment of costs relating to hosting an event. 

 A small number of membership fees for associations and media outlets associated with major sporting 

events. 

 

5.3 Sports Capital 

Services Offered 

 The administration of the Sports Capital Programme 

 The administration of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme. 

 The administration of approval of sports projects for Tax Relief for Donations. 

 The administration of the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund  

 The terms and conditions and guides to access all schemes are available on 

SportsCapitalProgramme.ie  

https://www.sportireland.ie/about-us/publications/annual-reports/annual-reports
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 The website incorporates the Sports Capital & Equipment portal through which applications are made 

and grants are managed.  

 All services can be accessed free of charge.  

 The assessment methodology and marking scheme for applications is published in advance of the 

assessment of applications.  

 All grant allocations are published.  

 All unsuccessful applicants for funding under the Sports Capital & Equipment Programme and Large 

Scale Sport Infrastructure fund are afforded an opportunity to appeal details of which are provided at 

the end of each awards cycle. 
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6. Media 

6.1 Broadcasting and Media Policy Division 

Services Offered 

Broadcasting and Media Policy 

The Government is responsible for the development of the legislative and regulatory framework for 

broadcasting and for certain media in Ireland. It is also responsible for policy in relation to the funding of the 

public service broadcasters, RTÉ and TG4, and the development of the broadcasting sector in general.  

Read more about broadcasting and media here.   

Online Safety 

Ensuring safety online is important for society, especially for children. Preventing harm coming about through 

online services is a complex issue. Effective solutions rely on the active engagement of all stakeholders, 

including Government, technology companies and parents. Online safety is being tackled in a co-ordinated 

manner by the Government's first Action Plan for Online Safety. 

An example of Government action is the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill. This Bill will introduce new 

regulatory systems to tackle the spread and amplification of certain kinds of harmful content online, including 

on social media services. 

Read more about online safety here.  

Stakeholder Engagement 

The views of the public are actively sought when policy and legislative changes are being developed.  The most 

recent consultations related to the Regulation of harmful online content and the implementation of the 

revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive and the Designation of Major Events and these can be found 

here.  

  

https://www.rte.ie/
https://www.tg4.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/b151e3-broadcast-media/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/33d440-online-safety-and-security/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/430d0-regulation-of-harmful-online-content-and-the-implementation-of-the-revised-audiovisual-media-services-directive/  and https:/www.gov.ie/en/consultation/df462-public-consultation-on-designation-of-major-events/
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7. Corporate 

7.1 Human Resources 

Services Offered 

Functions and Services  

 Management of the staff resources and HR services for the Department's staff.   

 Supporting staff training and development arising from identified departmental objectives and the 

implementation of PMDS. 

 Implementation of programmes of change and renewal as outlined in Civil Service Renewal Plan 

including workforce planning and delivery of action plans to address findings of Civil Service Employee 

Engagement surveys. 

 Provision of supporting personnel advice to the National Cultural Institutions under the remit of the 

Department. 

 Implementation of Ministerial appointments to state boards in line with DPER guidelines. 

 Implementation of new procedures for bodies under the aegis of the Department under new Staffing 

Resource Management Framework / Delegated Sanction. 

Schemes administered by the Unit 

 The Internship Scheme in European Union Institutions is administered by the Department in co-

operation with the European Commission, the European Parliament, the European Council, the 

Committee of the Regions and the Publications Office. The scheme is focused on the provision of 

opportunities for graduates to acquire work placements in the special subject field of translation and 

proof-reading. 

 The Department facilitates work experience placements to participants in the Oireachtas Work 

Learning (OWL).  The programme is focussed on applied learning, development and socialisation 

programme for young adults with an intellectual disability.  

 The Willing Able Mentoring (WAM) work placement programme promoting access to the labour 

market for graduates with disabilities and building the capacity of employers to integrate disability 

into the mainstream workplace.  The Department collaborates with WAM to offer mentored, paid, 

work placements for graduates with disabilities. This partnership brings graduates with disabilities 

and employers together so that both can benefit from each other ensuring genuine learning 

opportunities for all. 

 The Transition Year Student Placement Scheme affords transition year students the opportunity to 

work in our Department, providing them with a brief introduction (usually one week or two) to the 

nature of the Department’s work.  The placement introduces students to a workplace environment in 

which they have to communicate and work alongside adults which helps to prepare them for entering 

the workforce after leaving school. 

Classes of Records Held 

 Records relating to the administration of the unit; 

 Records relating to policy matters in this area (including relevant legislation and circulars); and 

 Records containing personal information about the staff of the Department 

 Records concerning: 
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o Staff recruitment 

o Staff promotion, including internal and external competitions 

o Transfers and secondment of staff 

o Time and Attendance 

o Industrial relations and Departmental Council 

o Staffing statistics (for the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform) 

o Correspondence with State sponsored bodies in relation to pay and conditions 

o Training courses provided to staff 

Contact Information  

Contact details for the HR unit can be found here 

 

7.2 Corporate Governance 

Services Offered  

The Corporate Governance Unit is responsible for: 

 Implementing enhanced corporate governance structures within the Department and promoting 

enhanced corporate governance arrangements among those bodies funded from the Department's 

Vote. 

 Progressing the Public Service Reform Programme across the Department and promoting the 

implementation of the Public Service Reform Programme among those bodies under the aegis of the 

Department. 

 Co-ordinating the Department’s response to Government in relation to the Department's obligations 

in respect of the Programme for Partnership Government, the Action Plan for Jobs, the Public Service 

Management Act and other Inter-Departmental policy areas. 

 Supporting the work of the National Famine Commemoration Committee including the organising of 

the annual National and International Famine Commemorations. 

 Development and co-ordination of the Department's policies in respect of corporate issues including 

Risk Management, Customer Service, Protected Disclosures, Child Protection, the Irish Language 

Scheme, Gender Equality and Cultural Tourism. 

 Development and support of FOI, data protection and records management policies and practices to 

support delivery of business objectives. 

 Provision of efficient and effective corporate services infrastructure, including H&S policies to support 

delivery of corporate objectives. 

 The Corporate Governance and Services Unit provides information to the general public and internal 

customers of the Department and bodies and responds to queries received by post, email, and 

telephone. 

Classes of Records Held 

 Records relating to the administration of Corporate Governance; 

 Records relating to Governance issues  

 Records relating to policy matters falling within the remit of the Unit 

 Records relating to operational matters including: 

https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/contact/
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o Divisional business plans and risk registers; 

o The business of the Department's Management Board; 

o General briefing material and correspondence; 

o Annual reports and strategy statements; 

o Customer service charters and action plans and customer complaints; 

 

7.3 Accounts, Finance, Evaluation and I.T. 

Services Offered 

Functions and Services 

 Management of the Department's financial resources and upgrading of financial systems. 

 Annual Estimates for the Department's Vote and monitoring of Departmental expenditure. 

 Preparation of annual Appropriation Accounts.  

 Issuing guidance on procurement and preparation of the Department's return under Circular 40/02. 

 Managing Value for Money Reviews and Focussed Policy Assessments.  

 Coordination of the Department's Quality Assurance process in line with the requirements of the 

Public Spending Code.  

 Management and maintenance of the Department's IT infrastructure, systems and services, including 

matters relating to the Department’s corporate web presence and developmental support in relation 

to other Departmental websites. 

 Development and implementation of governance arrangements for IT shared service services as 

necessary. 

 This is an internal Corporate Support Unit and does not offer direct services outside the Department 

Classes of Records Held 

 Annual Estimates and Appropriation Accounts. 

 Department of Finance Sanctions.  

 Correspondence with Department of Finance in relation to expenditure and other finance matters. 

 VFM reports, records of contracts over €25,000 and consultancies, quality assurance reports on capital 

grant projects etc. 

 IT systems and user account information. 

 IT networks and security topology and configuration data. 

 Website configuration records. 

 Financial and administrative records in respect of the IT Unit. 

 Records in respect of IT procurements. 

 Records relating to interactions on IT sanctions and authorisations. 

 IT Policy and business planning documentation. 
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7.4 Communications 

Services Offered 

Functions and Services 

 Responsibility for devising and delivering the Department’s communications strategy, in collaboration 

with colleagues across the Department. This includes answering media queries regarding the Minister, 

Minister(s) of State and/or the Department’s policies, programmes and activities, and developing 

effective methods to disseminate information on the Department’s and the Ministers’ Departmental 

activities through traditional and social media 

 Liaising with the Ministers, and advisers; colleagues throughout the Department; agencies under the 

aegis of the Department; the Government Information Service and other Government Departments, in 

relation to media and communications issues 

 Assisting officials prior to media engagements 

 Organising media events to inform the press and public on departmental matters. 

 Making necessary arrangements, in association with the Ministers' private offices and Business Units 

of the Department, for public events at which the Minister or Minister of State is speaking, including 

drafting and editing of briefs, speeches and press releases for the Minister(s) 

 Editorial control of the Department’s website and staff Intranet. 

 Internal staff communications   

 

Classes of Records Held 

 Records relating to press releases, speeches, briefing material, newspaper cuttings and general 

correspondence. 

 Records relating to the administration of the Communications Unit.  We use media email lists for the 

distribution of press releases, media invitations and other relevant information.  This is done for 

operational reasons.  Journalists/Interested parties supplied their details in order to receive press 

releases/information of interest, as is standard practice. Retention period is 10 years after which they 

are destroyed. We also retain queries/responses of national importance or significant interest to 

enable greater efficiency in our work i.e. to facilitate access of information for similar queries, and 

access to records of correspondence. Also retained for 10 years after which they are destroyed.  

Accessing Our Services  

Contact details can be found here 

 

7.5 Minister and Minister of State’s Office 

Services Offered 

In the main, the Offices have responsibility for cross Departmental Sectoral coordination of briefing for the 

Ministers,  managing interaction with the senior management team and monitoring correspondence and 

interaction with Government. 

https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/contact/
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Specific functions include: 

 Management of the Ministers’ diaries and coordination of the Ministers’ activities; 

 Processing of correspondence to the Ministers from the general public and other public 

representatives; 

 Dealing with telephone queries; 

 Making arrangements for the Ministers concerning Dáil and Seanad appearances 

 Ensuring that the Ministers have all relevant details for answer of parliamentary questions in the Dáil;  

 Ensuring that the Ministers have all relevant papers for attendance at Cabinet Meetings. 

 Liaison between the officials of the Department and the Ministers.  

Classes of Records Held 

Records relating to: 

 Representations made by constituents; Government papers; 

 Records of correspondence, invitations and representations to the Ministers plus final replies  

 Records of co-ordinated cross-departmental sectoral documentation.  

 Records relating to general administration of the Offices.   
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8. Procurement 

The Department is committed to achieving value for money in the procurement of goods and services 

essential to support its work in providing high quality service to the public in a cost effective and efficient 

manner. 

All procurement activity in the Department is carried out in accordance with current Government 

procurement policy and in accordance with Public Procurement Guidelines as set out by the Office of 

Government Procurement (OGP). These Guidelines for Goods and Services set out the rules and best practice 

on the various stages of the procurement process, as well as providing generic templates for use by staff. 

The Department engages fully with initiatives of the OGP focusing especially on achieving savings, including 

the use of shared framework agreements for a range of supplies and services. 

A Procurement Officer is in place to oversee the procurement function in the Department in terms of 

compliance with relevant EU and national legislation and best practice.   The role of the Procurement Officer is 

to monitor and oversee compliance with these guidelines as appropriate, via a number of internal 

procurement processes and procedures.  The Procurement Officer is also responsible for reporting to senior 

management on procurement matters; managing the relationship with the OGP in terms of best practice and 

emerging developments; and updating and guiding staff in relation to procurement matters generally. 

  

https://www.etenders.gov.ie/guides/guides_main.aspx
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FOI Process in the Department 

The Department processes all requests made in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information 

Act (FOI) 2014. Further information in relation to how the Department manages the processing of FOI requests 

under the headings below is available here:     

1. What FOI is 

2. How to make an FOI request 

3. Fees 

4. What you can do if you're unhappy with the department's decision 

5. Publication of FOI requests 

6. Where you can get more information 

Disclosure Logs 

The Department publishes Disclosure Logs here on a quarterly basis, which contains details of all non-personal 

FOI requests received. These logs provide the following information in relation to each request received: 

 the reference Number assigned to the request by the department 

 the date on which the request was received in the Freedom of Information Unit of the department 

 the category of the person making the request, for example: whether they are a journalist, interest 

group or company or an individual. This includes non-personal FOI requests only 

 a summary of the information or records requested 

 the date on which the department’s decision was issued to the applicant 

 a summary of that decision, for example: whether the request was granted in full, part granted, 

refused or withdrawn and dealt with outside of the Freedom of Information Acts 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/42b27-freedom-of-information-foi/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/57a3b-foi-logs/

