AlIE Requests for Non-Personal Information completed in
December 2021

Requester
AIE No. Date Rec'd Type Request Details Outcome
21/213 |26/10/2021 |Other Under the Access to Information on the Environment Regulation (AIE), | am seeking the following: Refused

All internal correspondence and records relating to the development of a deepwater quay at XXXXXXX Harbour in
County XXXX from 01.01.2020 to date.

21/221 |01/11/2021 |Other Information on all commencement and completion notices (formal or informal, including any material changes) Part Grant
received by the FS of DAFM from the licensee or their representative in relation to forestry licences / approvals
(all Schemes) in County Leitrim during October 2021 to date.

Please note that this includes notifications for felling works and / or Forest Roads where such notification is
required as a licence condition.

Information to include;

AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(a): Notice of Planting

AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(b): Notice of Substantial Commencement

AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(c): Notice of Completion of Planting

Information on any Notification of Material Changes




21/224

05/11/2021

Other

1) “Could you please answer the below queries for me with respect to the region which is covered by your local
authority?

2) What grounds are deemed appropriate for the 50m buffer distance (to a well/borehole) not to be applied under
the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts, 1997 to 2007 and S.l. No. 605/2017 - European Union (Good
Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2017 (or as amended) and Nitrates Directive
(91/676/EEC) ( or as amended) by your authority?

3) Is the placing of the composted heap of organic manure in a field (within 50 metres of a borehole /well ) for the
purposes of providing a nutrient base to promote successful growth of hedgerow species is this deemed as
exceptional research by your authority?

4) If deemed acceptable for the buffer zone not to be applied, what evidence would | need to provide you with in
order to do this?

5) Has your organisation granted exceptions to the legislation and not applied the 50m buffer distance (to a
well/borehole) in previous instances? If so how many have been granted?

6) The compost in question would be compromised of horse manure and bedding. How long would | need to store
this for before heaping it outside in the field?

7) In relation to Part 6 Functions of Public Authorities of S.I. No. 605/2017 - European Union (Good Agricultural
Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2017 (or as amended)” the only exemptions to by grated are for
research purposes as specified below. Please provide exact criteria in order to meet classification as exceptional
research.

8) Has your organisation prosecuted any persons under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts, 1997 to
2007 and S.I. No. 605/2017 - European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations
2017 (or as amended) and Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) ( or as amended) for the breaching of 50m buffer
distance (to a well/borehole)? If so, how many? Also were all prosecutions for person who were in receipt of the
Single farm payments or were any members of the public, agricultural contractors, households, etc prosecuted?
9) Who are the bodies who can grant licences for exceptional research or is it only the EPA and the Department
of Food, Marine & Environment?”

A follow up e-mail from you to our FOI Unit on the 8th November requested:

“Yes please respond under the Access to Environment Legislation. It is since records began. Also please advise if
it is the Department of Agriculture or the local authorities that decide what exceptional research is and who
determines if buffer zones should be breached as my understanding of the legislation is that it is only to be
breached for exceptional research is that correct? “

Part Grant




21/225

08/11/2021

Other

(1) There are numerous standard conditions relating to the Q3 agreement. | request access to information as
regards

a. The inspection of sites subject to Turbary to ensure compliance with the terms of the Agreement — how often
are inspections undertaken to confirm compliance and by whom — | would like access to documentation regarding
any such inspections

b. If there is a “...default in any of the term of this Agreement...” (as indicated by the inspections that are required
to confirm compliance), by whom are any consequences enforced — | would like access to documentations
regarding any such inspections

¢. How many instances of the Commission undertaking the consequence as outlined (making default in any of the
terms of the Q3 Agreement) “...re-enter upon and re-take the turbary the subject matter of the said Right of
Turbary, and on such demand made to him, either personally or through the post by letter addressed to him at his
last known address he undertakes to surrender release and give up said Right of Turbary...” exist? | would like
access to any documentation regarding such instances

d. The 1st and 2nd Schedule of the Q3 Agreement indicate the geospatial location and extent of the individual
Turbary Right holder as per the Q3 Agreement. It is assumed that if the Purchaser cuts and/or removes turf
(knowing or unknowingly) from a turbary plot (i.e., not from the plot no. on the Turbary Map to which the Q3
Agreement pertains) to which they are no entitled through the Q3 Agreement, that this is not in compliance with
the Q3 Agreement and the Purchaser, therefore has made default on the terms of the Agreement through
cutting/removing turf from a Turbary Plot to which the purchaser has no Right. | would like information regarding
any documentation relating to a Turbary Right being re-taken by the Commission because a Purchaser has been
cutting and/or taking turf from a plot (as per the No. on the Turbary Map) to which they have no Turbary Right.

e. There can be no right held in common to cut and sell turf. Commercial cutting of turf under the guise of
exercising Turbary Rights can be restrained by the owner of the soil. | would like access to any documentation
regarding any such case occurring.

f. I would like access to information regarding the question of whether cutting and removing of turf from a bog in
accordance with a Right to Turbary is being undertaken when this is in contravention of the Planning and
Development Act (as amended) and the Planning and Development Regulations is considered a breach of the Q3
Agreement?

g. | would like information regarding any Q3 Agreements for which there are outstanding monies owed

h. With regards to the extinguishment of easements, if a Right to Turbary (Appurtenant or through a Q3
Agreement) has not been exercised by the holder of the Right for a period in excess of 12 years is the Right
extinguished? | would like access to documentation of records of Turbary Plots on which the Right to Turbary has
been extinguished thorough non-use.

Refused

21/227

08/11/2021

Other

... the following information in relation to forestry file ref CN54010: "l would like to receive the information
requested on ownership change under the AIE Regulations."

Refused

21/234

16/11/2021

Other

All records relating to Forest Road CN75820 including post licence issue records

Part Grant




21/238

18/11/2021

Other

This request relates to the Leitrim County Council PPN Review of Forestry in County Leitrim Report dated 2 April
2019 ("2 April 2019 report’). Mr. XXX XXXX, Chief Planner of Leitrim County Council, received acknowledgment
of receipt of the 2 April 2019 report on 27 November 2020 from XXXX XXXX, Assistant Secretary, Agriculture
Structures, Market Supports & Forestry, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine,

For the period from 2 April 2019 to today, please provide, by email, all analysis and comments of the DAFM in
relation to any part of the above 2 April 2019 Report and correspondence, both to and from, any third parties in
relation to any part or aspect of the 2 April 2019 Report.

Records to include, inter alia:

Consultations, including public consultations

Drafts and reports

Internal and external correspondence

Notes of all telephone conversations in relation to all or any part of the 2 April 2019 Report.

Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) in relation to all or any part of the 2 April 2019 Report.

Analysis, either conducted internally or conducted by any third parties, in relation to any points raised within the 2
April 2019 Report

Investigations, either conducted internally or conducted by any third parties, in relation to any points raised within
the 2 April 2019 Report

Part Grant

21/239

18/11/2021

Other

For the period commencing 1 December 2016, i.e. the introduction of the Environmental Requirements for
Afforestation, to today, can you please provide, by email, the following information:

1. Copies of all Visual Impact Assessments (VIA's) submitted to the Forest Service ('FS') in relation to any
afforestation application;

2. Copy of the FS decision in all cases where a VIA has been submitted,;

3. Copy of all correspondence in connection with any VIA, being correspondence either in whole or in part
referring to a VIA, where a VIA has been submitted to the FS as part of an afforestation application.

Part Grant




21/242

24/11/2021

Other

The information requested is:
All information relating to:
1) Afforestation application / licence WP3969 Lisnanorris, Co. Leitrim to include, but not restricted to;

a. Internal and External Correspondence

b. Application, Site Notice and Licence

c. Application Notes

d. Maps, including BIO Maps — all revisions (at an adequate resolution)

e. Notifications, Permissions, Consultations, Submissions & Objections

f. EIA and AA screening reports

g. Reports, including Site Reports, Archaeological Reports, Ecological Reports, Screenings, Monitoring,
Laboratory Reports, Surveys, Inspector’'s Reports, Photographs, etc., including records from Inspector’s field
notebook.

h. Any other information maintained by the Department relevant to this application

2) Equivalent information relating to a felling licence (Thinning) for the same site - | do not have the date or licence
number for the activity but it was a number of years ago.

Grant

21/243

24/11/2021

Business
Group

(i) Copies of reports received to Aquaculture & Foreshore Management Division relating to Mass Mortality Events
and the causes thereof for Salmon Farms in XXX Bay and XXXX Bay from 01 January 2010 to 23 November
2021.

(ii) Reports received to Aquaculture & Foreshore Management Division relating to escapes from Salmon Farms in
XXXX Bay and XXXX Bay from 01 January 2010 to 23 November 2021.

Part Grant

21/245

25/11/2021

Other

The number of enforcement actions taken by DAFM against derogation farmers for 2019, 2020 and 2021 to date
The grounds for the enforcement actions The counties where the farms are located The catchments impacted by
those farms

Part Grant




21/247

26/11/2021

Business
Group

| am seeking access to

« any information on the environment pertaining to the potential impacts of the harvesting of peat, including the
harvesting of peat under the guise of Turbary Rights, on the environment (and in particular on the Natura 2000
network, breeding avifauna breeding within peatland habitats and hydrological regime of peatland habitats and the
ecosystem service provided) held by the Department. Given the Horticultural Peat (Temporary Measures) Bill,
2021.

« to any information on the environment pertaining to the potential impacts of the harvesting of peat, including the
harvesting of peat under the guise of Turbary Rights, on the environment (and in particular on the Natura 2000
network, breeding avifauna breeding within peatland habitats and hydrological regime of peatland habitats and the
ecosystem service provided) held by the Department, not restricted to any legislative or oversight role. The
Department is responsible for the legitimization of peat extraction through Turbary Rights, as records of Turbary
(in all forms, whether that be Appurtenant Right, Q3 Agreement, etc.) are held by the Department.

Refused

21/248

29/11/2021

Other

All information relating to the requests from applicants / licensees to the Forest Service of DAFM (FS) for a
deviation or derogation from the Interim Standards for Felling and Reforestation since their introduction in October
20109.

To include;

TFL No.

Request for deviation / derogation, including justification

Decision on the request by the FS

All Correspondence, any media

Refused

21/249

29/11/2021

Other

All information relating to the development of the Risk Analysis process which determines whether a Forestry
related application receives Field & Desk or a Desk Only Inspection.

To include;

Methodology — all revisions

Interpretation and Guidance Documentation — all revisions

Correspondence

Circulars

Refused




21/252 |01/12/2021 |Other Information on all commencement and completion notices (formal or informal, including any material changes) Part Grant
received by the FS of DAFM from the licensee or their representative in relation to forestry licences / approvals
(all Schemes) in County Leitrim during November 2021 to date.
Please note that this includes notifications for felling works and / or Forest Roads where such notification is
required as a licence condition.
Information to include;
AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(a): Notice of Planting
AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(b): Notice of Substantial Commencement
AFFORESTATION SCHEME FORM 1(c): Notice of Completion of Planting
Information on any Notification of Material Changes
21/253 |01/12/2021 |Other Part A Part Grant
For all screening decisions made during November 2021 related to the screening process of the EIA (Agriculture)
Regulations | would like to request a copy of all information which informed the decision
Part B
A copy of all information on applications made post 31st October under the screening process of the EIA
(Agriculture) Regulations where a decision has yet to be made
21/254 |01/12/2021 |Other All information relating to felling licence TYQ07-FLO062 after it was remitted back to DAFM by the Forestry Appeals |Grant

Committee that does not already appear on the FLV.




21/255

03/12/2021

Other

A new arrangement for appealing Forest Service decisions was introduced with effect from 14 July 2021. The
new arrangements provide for members of the public to have 14 days from the date of a decision if they wish to
appeal that decision. However, the actual time period available to the public will not be 14 days in those cases
where the decision is not published on the day the decision is dated. As an example, | refer to licence number
TFL0O0710721, where the relevant dates are as follows:

Decision date: 26 November 2021

Latest date for appeal: 10 December 2021

Publication date: 29 November 2021

Number of complete days between the publication date and the latest date for appeal: 11 days

Noting the above, with regard to the period from 14 July 2021 to today (both dates inclusive) and for all Forest
Service licences relating to afforestation, roads and felling, please provide, by email, all information held by DAFM
relating to:

a) the issue of the general public having less than 14 days in which to appeal a decision (i.e. in respect of those
cases where the decision is not published on the day the decision is dated),

and

b) any review or investigation that has been undertaken (or is currently being undertaken) by DAFM regarding the
issue of the number of days actually available to the public to appeal a decision.

The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Consultations

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation covered (a) or (b) above

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) where any part of the meeting covered (a) or (b) above

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that covered (a) or (b) above

Refused




21/257 |29/11/2021 |Other This request relates to Box 17.3 (page 173) of the Climate Action Plan 2021 and the National Land Use Review. |Refused
Box 17.3 states that :
'Phase 1 of the Land Use Review is already underway..'
For the period from 1 January 2019 to today, please provide, by email, all records of the DAFM in relation to any
part of the ongoing Land Use Review referred to in the Climate Action Plan 2021.
Records to include, inter alia:
Internal and external correspondence (any media) to include, inter alia, text and WhatsApp messages.
Consultations, including public consultations
Drafts and reports
Notes of all telephone conversations in relation to all or any part of the ongoing Land Use Review.
Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) in relation to all or any part of the ongoing Land Use Review, including
agendas
Analysis, either conducted internally or conducted by any third parties, in relation to any points raised with regard
to the Land Use Review referred to in the Climate Action Plan 2021.
Investigations, either conducted internally or conducted by any third parties, in relation to the Land Use Review
referred to in the Climate Action Plan 2021.
21/259 |03/12/2021 |Other Under the AIE Regs to request, details of fines for breach of cross compliance rules related to the protection of Grant
water against pollution for the years 2019, 202 and 2021
21/260 |03/12/2021 |Other Can you please provide me with all of the information which informed the Minister's decision to award this licence |Part Grant

CN84986.




21/261

06/12/2021

Other

In response to S.I. No. 293 of 2021, the DAFM introduced revised public consultation procedures for projects that
may affect European sites. Details of the new consultation processes introduced by DAFM were contained in
Circular 10/2021, which was effective from 12 July 2021.

With regard to Point 5 of Circular 10/2021 i.e. the decision to reduce the timeframe for lodging an appeal from 28
days to 14 days and in respect of the period from 1 January 2021 to 12 July 2021 (both dates inclusive) please
provide, by email, all information held by or for DAFM that informed the decision to reduce the timeframe for
lodging an appeal from 28 days to 14 days

The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals in relation to considerations to
reduce the timeframe for lodging an appeal.

- Consultations

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) where any part of the meeting is relevant to the request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Part Grant

21/266

07/12/2021

Other

1) All information relating to public access to Forest Road CN83055 to include but not restricted to;

* Internal and External correspondence (all media)
* Notes made from telephone calls

» Photographs

« Site Reports

Refused




21/267

07/12/2021

Other

The European Landscape Convention(ELC) was signed by the European Council on 20 October 2000. The ELC
came into force in Ireland on 1 March 2004.

Article 6 E of the ELC states that:

"To put landscape policies into effect, each Party undertakes to introduce instruments aimed at protecting,
managing and/or planning the landscape’

Irelands has not yet implemented Article 6E of the ELC.

Noting the above, for the period 1 March 2004 to today (both dates inclusive) please provide, by email, the
following information:

1) All policy guidance adopted by the Forest Service since 1 March 2004 for the 'protection, management and/or
planning' of landscapes impacted by forestry.

Refused




21/268

07/12/2021

Other

Action Point 7 of the National Peatlands Strategy 2015 provides for the following action:

"The relevant authorities working with stakeholders will introduce guidance and criteria for the identification and
future management of peat areas currently afforested in line with the aims of this strategy. They will also provide
clear guidance on future afforestation of peat soils.'

Bodies responsible for Action Point 7 are noted as :
DAFM and Colllte

Status in relation to implementation of Action Point 7, is reported in the Progress Report 2018 and 2019 as:
‘Completed with project continuing to 2022’

Noting the above and for the time period from 1 January 2015 to today (both dates inclusive), please provide, by
email, all information in connection with Action Point 7 of the National Peatlands Strategy 2015.

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations, including public consultations

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Refused




21/269

07/12/2021

Other

Table 14.4.2 of the National Forestry Inventory (NFI) 2012 provides environmental information on, inter alia, the
following soils:

Peat - less than 30 cms depth

Peat - greater than 30 cms depth

Blanket peat

Cutaway Peat

Table 14.4.1 of of the National Forestry Inventory 2017 provides environmental information on, inter alia, the
following soils:
Peat - greater than 40 cms depth

Afforestation figures relating to peat soils of less than 40 cms depth have been excluded from the NFI 2017.
Noting the above, please provide by email, the following information

1) The same information as contained in Table 14.4.2 (NFI 2012) but for the period to 31 December 2017, in
relation to all peatland soils only (for clarity, no information is requested on podzol, etc. soils )

2) Allinformation in connection with the definition of 'peat’ changed from that definition adopted and used in the
NFI 2012 (i.e Table 14.4.2) to the definition adopted and used in the NFI 2017 (i.e.Table 14.4.1).

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Grant




21/270

07/12/2021

Other

In relation to the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and for the period from 1 January 2014 to today (both dates
inclusive) please provide, by email, all information (including un-published information) relating to the impact of
forestry under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (both afforestation and reforestation) on biodiversity, including
soil biodiversity.

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations (including public consultations)

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Refused

21/271

07/12/2021

Other

In relation to the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and for the period from 1 January 2014 to today (both dates
inclusive) please provide, by email, all information (including un-published information) relating to the impact of
forestry under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (both afforestation and reforestation) on water quality.

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations (including public consultations)

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Refused




21/272

07/12/2021

Other

In relation to the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and for the period from 1 January 2014 to today (both dates
inclusive) please provide, by email, all information (including un-published information) relating to the impact of
forestry under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (both afforestation and reforestation) on pollinators.

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations (including public consultations)

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Refused

21/273

07/12/2021

Other

In relation to the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and for the period from 1 January 2014 to today (both dates
inclusive) please provide, by email, all information (including un-published information) relating to the impact of
forestry under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (both afforestation and reforestation) on birds.

--The information provided should include, inter alia:

- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)

- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts

- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request

- Consultations (including public consultations)

- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)

- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request

- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request

- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request

Refused




21/274 |07/12/2021 |Other In relation to the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and for the period from 1 January 2014 to today (both dates Refused
inclusive) please provide, by email, all information (including un-published information) relating to the impact of
forestry under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 (both afforestation and reforestation) on tourism, including
ecotourism.
--The information provided should include, inter alia:
- Internal and external correspondence (any media, including text and WhatsApp messages)
- Advice received, including legal advice, including drafts
- Any analysis, review or consideration etc of any material and / or draft proposals relevant to the request
- Consultations (including public consultations)
- Draft reports and final reports (including all appendices or annexes)
- Notes of all telephone conversations where any part of the conversation is relevant to the request
- Notes of all meetings (actual or virtual) , including agendas, where any part of the meeting is relevant to the
request
- Investigations, either conducted internally, or externally by any third parties, that are relevant to the request
21/277 |13/12/2021 |Other | request all environmental information, including internal and external correspondence, related to afforestation Part Grant
licences CN2983, CN14753 & CN17283.
21/278 |13/12/2021 |Other | request all environmental information, including internal and external correspondence, related to applications for [Part Grant
felling licences relevant to areas covered by afforestation licences CN2983, CN14753 & CN17283.
21/279 |13/12/2021 |Other | request all environmental information, including internal and external correspondence, related to applications for |Refused
construction of forestry roads relevant to afforestation licences CN2983, CN14753 & CN17283.
21/280 |13/12/2021 |Other | request all environmental information, including internal and external correspondence, related to changes of Refused
ownership relevant to afforestation licences CN2983, CN14753 & CN17283
21/282 |14/12/2021 |Other Please provide, by email, a copy of the application and the Forest Service licence in relation to CN84986. Part Grant
21/283 |14/12/2021 |Other Please provide, by email, a copy of Forest Service licence in relation to CN85714 Part Grant
21/284 |14/12/2021 |Other Please provide, by email, a copy of Forest Service licence in relation to CN85714 Part Grant




