
Draft Minutes of the fourteenth meeting of iNAP Animal Health Implementation Committee  

Thursday 16th September 2021 (11.00 – 13.00) 

Webex video conference hosted by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 

1.  Approval of minutes from the last meeting 

Minutes of the last/thirteenth meeting were circulated before this meeting. Updates were given on 

the action points from the last meeting. A query was raised regarding Action Point 5 and meetings 

held, the chairman advised that Cellcheck IG was most appropriate forum for further such 

discussions.  

Minutes were approved and will be published on the DAFM website. (AP1) 

2.Terms of Reference – for review and confirmation 

Terms of Reference of iNAP AHIC were presented to the group for review. A number of committee 
members expressed support on current wording, whilst others suggested inserting additional 
wording such as collaboration and the setting of actions. The HPRA will revert with their views on 
the current wording, and DAFM will reflect on the various views expressed and revert at the next 
meeting.(AP2) 
 
3.iNAP Animal Health Implementation Plan – updates (Caroline Garvan, DAFM) 

An updated document outlining stakeholder progress on all projects that have commenced will be 

circulated after the meeting (AP3). CG gave a presentation outlining the progress updates received 

to date. Under Strategic Objective 1 there are 20 actions, 18 are in progress 

Project 9- VI updated the group that a workshop on AMR as well as future prescribing – “Challenges 

on the restrictions on the use of drugs in 2022” is planned at the upcoming CAVI conference taking 

place from 15-17 October 2021. 

Under Strategic Objective 2 there are 10 actions, 8 are in progress. JM updated the group on 

ongoing work to put a framework in place to support the private labs and deliver oversight of 

antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) results. Objectives of the established steering group include 

addressing challenges facing the private labs in terms of standardisation and harmonisation of AST 

results.  A number of surveys are planned; one has issued to pig vets; another one is in progress with 

labs that deal with pig specimens. This work is outlined in projects 22-24. 

The steering group has developed core panels of antimicrobials for bovine mastitis pathogens. It will 

commence a similar exercise for pig pathogens of interest shortly. Sample quality is an issue 

affecting speed of diagnostic testing and reliability of results. In November an enhanced Proficiency 

Testing is planned with proposed core panels. The establishment of a National Veterinary 

Therapeutics Committee is being considered to provide guidance on best clinical practice to deal 

with treatment of certain conditions for which AST is not always possible. DAFM will liaise with 

colleagues in UCD to explore possibilities.  



Project 30-EPA gave an update on findings published in 3 research papers relating to AREST project 

which showed findings of significant multidrug resistant (MDR) bacteria in wastewater and aquatic 

environments, as well as high levels of STEC in recreational waters. These papers are to be circulated 

to the group following the meeting (AP3.) A full report from the AREST project is due next year. CG 

thanked EPA for highlighting these results, and reminded committee that these findings must 

strengthen our resolve to address these issues.  

Under Strategic Objective 3 there are 11 actions, all of which are in progress 

Under Strategic Objective 4 there are 9 actions, 1 action is completed and 7 are in progress.  

Project 44- Bord Bia advised the group that the update to current QAS for pigs will be implemented 

from September 23rd 2021 and will make it a requirement for all pig producers to submit AMU data 

to DAFM AMU pig database for at least 2 quarters preceding their on farm Bord Bia Audit. The 

amended pig standard will also require completion of a biosecurity and tail biting risk assessment,  

as well as completion of a module on responsible use of antibiotics.  DAFM welcomed the 

amendments to the QAS for pigs.  

Under Strategic Objective 5 there are 16 actions, 1 is completed and 9 are in progress.  

4.Review of 2020 AMR Surveillance (Rosemarie Slowey, DAFM) 

Rosemarie Slowey (RS) presented findings from surveillance of Campylobacter coli in pigs in Q1 and 

Q2 2021.  Overall resistance levels in C.Coli from pigs in 2021 are higher than that reported in C. 

jejuni isolated from poultry in 2020. Erythromycin resistance in C.coli in isolates showed a slight 

reduction, with results for 2021 tested so far showing 9.9% resistance to erythromycin vs 14.7% in 

2019. Regarding AMR from mastitis pathogens, 53% of Staph aureus tested in the RVLs in 2020 were 

fully susceptible to all antibiotics tested while 45% were resistant to penicillin. Regarding Strep 

Uberis which is an environmental bacterium, 70% of isolates were fully susceptible. E. coli from milk 

samples were most frequently resistant to ampicillin (18.2%), streptomycin (16.9%), tetracycline 

(12.2%) and trimethoprim sulphonamide (12.2%). Enrofloxacin resistance in E.coli isolated from 

mastitic milk samples at 5% was half the level reported in 2019 but higher than that reported across 

the EU. Low levels of resistance were detected in respiratory pathogens isolated from cattle, sheep 

and pigs in 2020. In 2020 50% of pathogenic E.coli isolated from internal organs/faeces was MDR. 

Multi drug resistance is associated with Salmonella Typhimurium which is prevalent in pigs.  

5.Update on EP Debate on HP-CIAs (Caroline Garvan, DAFM) 

DAFM gave a background on EP debate on HP-CIAs; the Green Party had proposed a motion to reject 

the delegated regulation on Criteria for Designation of Antimicrobials for Treatment of Certain 

Infections in Humans Only. The concern raised by the Green Party was the belief that the current 

wording did not prioritise human health; however the motion was defeated unanimously by the 

Parliament. DAFM advised the meeting that the only EMA Category A (Avoid) antimicrobial currently 

used in veterinary medicine in Ireland is rifampicin which is used to treat foals for Rhodococcus equi 

pneumonia and DAFM has highlighted the importance of this particular antibiotic for treatment of 

this condition to the Commission. This motion highlights the level of political concern around AMU in 

the animal health sector.  



6.Report on second survey of farmer attitudes to AMR (John Keogh, APHA)  

APHA  gave a presentation on a survey of farmer attitudes to AMR which was conducted 

electronically in 2020 as a follow up to the initial survey in 2018. APHA thanked the IFA for 

facilitating this survey and suggested that some positive trends in AMR surveillance could be 

highlighted more to farmers to encourage behavioural change around AMU. Some key findings were 

as follows:  

- 315 farmers participated in the survey in 2018 vs 280 farmers in 2020; 

- an increasing proportion of farmers reported being concerned about AMR- 90% in 2020 vs 

85% in 2018 

- A high proportion of farmers report using vaccines >80% 

- 85% of farmers reported that they use herd health plans on farm 

- 55% of farmers surveyed were aware of the prudent use dairy guidelines while almost 60% 

were aware of beef guidelines 

 

APHA stated that we cannot over communicate messages around AMR and what actions farmers 

can take on their own farms; we need to convey a message that there is hope and farmers can take 

steps to positively impact AMR. IFA commented that the same cohort of farmers was targeted in 

2020 as 2018.  IFA stated that results indicate that farmers have an awareness of the importance of 

AMR, and a willingness to embrace education, training and advice around prudent use of antibiotics, 

which represent a cost for farmers and are only used when needed. IFA reiterated the importance of 

making progress on the 0% VAT on vaccines issue. SM added that trending of farmer attitudes over 

time is valuable, and suggested that future surveys could consider what actions are farmers taking 

around AMR. SM also suggested that perhaps a behavioural analyst working with AHI could help 

with survey design, AHI agreed to future participation.  Chairman commended APHA and IFA for 

running this survey which is a worthwhile exercise.  

 

7.Report on VCI Survey on Veterinary Telemedicine (Niamh Muldoon, VCI)  

VCI outlined the summary findings of the Veterinary Council of Ireland survey on veterinary 

Telemedicine conducted by Amarach research in Q1 2021. The research found that overall vets had a 

low level of confidence in using technology for remote diagnosis in the absence of a clinical exam. 

VCI stated that the results of the survey endorse the need for vets to have a threshold of knowledge 

gained by having a CPPR in place in order to diagnose and treat effectively. IFA stated that this 

survey did not go far enough to distinguish prescribing of antimicrobials vs prescribing other types of 

VMPs such as antiparasitics. IFA proposed that future iterations of this survey on telemedicine 

should make this distinction more apparent. IFA also queried what proportion of respondents to the 

stakeholder consultation on this survey were made up of farmers and pet owners, VCI advised that 

they could not recall, but that  prescribing for all POMs was covered in survey. VCI also commented 

that the survey was unlikely to be repeated in the immediate future due to cost. ICOS supported the 

view that this survey should be repeated with a special focus on prescribing of antiparasitics. VCI 

advised that the Codes of Professional Conduct will go out for public consultation next week for 

duration of 3 weeks and welcomed feedback to these Codes.  



 

8.Launch of Report of iNAP Animal Health Implementation Committee 2017-2020 (Julie Bolton, 

DAFM) 

 DAFM advised the group that the report of the iNAP Animal Health Committee would be launched 

imminently and hard copies could be made available to all who wanted them. All stakeholders were 

thanked for their leadership, commitment and delivery of actions under iNAP 1. 

 

9.iNAP version 2 – Update (Julie Bolton, DAFM) 

DAFM advised the group it is working closely with colleagues in DoH to finalise the report of INAP2 

with a proposed launch date of 18th November to coincide with European Antibiotic Awareness Day 

(EAAD) and the start of World Antimicrobial Awareness Week ( WAAW). This year both EAAD and 

WAAW will be marked with a series of online events and a communications campaign in conjunction 

with DAFM colleagues involved in AHAW.   

10.A.O.B  

IFA again highlighted the importance of making progress on VAT on vaccines issue as we approach 

Budget 2021.  

10. Date of next meeting 

DAFM to advise Committee about next meeting date. (AP4) 

 

Actions 

Action 
No. 

Agenda 
Item 
 

Description 

1 1 DAFM will publish 13th meeting minutes on DAFM website. 

2 2 HPRA to revert with any comments on Terms of Reference, DAFM to consider all 
views and suggestions and revert at next meeting 

3 3 DAFM to circulate updated iNAP progress report document with all updates 
following meeting 

4 3 DAFM to circulate published research papers arising from AREST project to the group 

5 10 DAFM to circulate draft minutes and next meeting date to Committee. 

 

Attendees 



Chair-Dr Martin Blake - Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) – Department of Agriculture, Food & the 

Marine (DAFM) 

Representative 
 

Organisation 

John Keogh (JK) 
Animal and Plant Health Association 

 

David Graham (DG) 
Animal Health Ireland 

 

Alice McGlynn (AMcG) 
Bord Bia 

 

Gavin Ryan (GR) 
Health Products Regulatory Authority 

 

Mike Lynch (ML) 
 

Irish Cattle Breeding Federation 

Ray Doyle (RD) 
 

Irish Co-Operative Organisation Society 

Paul Smyth (PS) 
Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 

 

John Enright (JE) 
Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 

 

Tomas Bourke (TB) 
 

Irish Farmers Association 

Cornelia O’Connell (COC) 
 

Irish Grain and Feed Association 

Edgar Garcia Manzanilla (EGM) 
Teagasc 

 

Neil Ruane (NR) 
 

Marine Institute 
 

Simon More (SM) 
UCD/CVERA 

 

Niamh Muldoon (NM) 
Veterinary Council of Ireland 

 

Finbarr Murphy ( FM)  

 
Veterinary Ireland 

 
 

Linda Gordon (LG) Safefood 

Jonathan Derham (JD) Environmental Protection Agency 

 

 

Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine 

Martin Blake (MB) Chief Veterinary Officer 



Paul Corkery (PC) Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
 

Caroline Garvan (CG) 
 

Superintending Veterinary Inspector 

Julie Bolton (JB) Veterinary Inspector 
 

John Moriarty (JM) Senior Superintending Research Officer 
 

Amalia Naranjo Lucena (ANL) Research Officer 
 

Rosemarie Slowey (RS) 
 

Senior Research Officer 

Maire McElroy (MME) Senior Superintending Research Officer 
 

 

Apologies 

Representative 
 

Organisation 

Aisling O’Connor (AOC) 
EPA 

 

Lorraine Nolan (LN) HPRA 

Lisa O’Connor (LOC) Food Safety Authority of Ireland 

Joe Ryan (JR) Meat Industry Ireland 

Peter Collins DAFM 

Michael Houlihan Bord Bia 

Frank O’Mara Teagasc 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


