
Description of IACS Interventions 
The following table contains a list of IACS interventions, categorized by source of funding, i.e., EAGF 

or EAFRD. The description of the penalties and control systems shall be categorized thusly. 
 

EAGF EAFRD 

BISS AECM (ACRES) 
CRISS ANC 

Complementary Support for Young Farmers 
Scheme 

Organics 

Protein Aid Sheep Improvement Scheme 

Eco-Schemes Suckler Carbon Efficiency Scheme 
 Dairy Beef 
 Straw Incorporation Measure 

 

Description of the penalty system in Ireland for IACS 

(both EAGF and EAFRD) Interventions 
The penalty system for IACS (EAFRD) Interventions requires that penalties shall be applied by means 

of the reduction from or exclusion of the total amount of the payments granted or to be granted to 

the beneficiary concerned in respect of aid applications that have been or will be submitted during 

the calendar year of the finding. 

Under the penalties system, the penalties referred to in the first sub-paragraph of Article 84 of 

Regulation (EU) 2021/2116 shall only apply where the non-compliance is the result of an act or 

omission directly attributable to the beneficiary concerned and where any, or several, of the 

following conditions are met for all schemes. Penalties will be applied in such a way that they are in 

line with the principles of effectiveness, proportionality and dissuasiveness. 

Below are set out some examples of penalties that may be applied for the abovementioned 

interventions. The detailed rules for penalties will be developed in parallel with the IT systems and 

terms and conditions for all interventions in order that they are ready for implementation in 2023. 

Over Declaration of Area (Lesser of Area Declared or No. of Entitlements held is used) 

Difference between land declared and what is, in actual fact, held (as a percentage of land declared.) 

may be penalised with penalties applied in a manner proportionate to the over declaration. Below is 

set out the over declaration penalties for BISS, as an example: 

1. Where the area difference is less than or equal to 3%, or less than 2ha: The payment shall be 

based upon the determined area. 

2. Where the area difference is greater than 3% or less than or equal to 3% but greater than 

2ha: The payment shall be based on the determined area, with a penalty applied based upon 

0.75 times the difference between the area declared and the area which is determined. 

The penalty shall not exceed 100% of the amount based upon the area declared. 

Under Declaration of Area: 



Difference between land declared and what is, in actual fact, held (as a percentage of land declared.) 

will be penalised in a manner proportionate to the under declaration. Below is set out the under 

declaration penalties for BISS, as an example: 

1. Up to 3% of area declared: No penalty 

2. More than 3% and up to 20%: 1% penalty. 

3. More than 20% and up to 50%: 2% penalty. 

4. More than 50%: 3% penalty. 
 
 

Late Application and/or Amendment: 

For each intervention, a late application penalty will be set out in the terms and conditions, but will 

typically be a 1% reduction per working day (for 25 days) after the final date for submission of 

application. For some interventions, an amendment penalty may also be applied for amendments to 

applications beyond the closing date for applications. 

 
Circumvention 

For all measures, deliberate circumvention of rules of the intervention, where identified, may result 

in exclusion from payment under the scheme. Where it is established that conditions were artificially 

or fraudulently created by the scheme participant, or someone on their behalf, to draw down 

payment under the scheme the scheme participant will be excluded from the scheme, all monies 

paid under the scheme for the relevant scheme years shall be reimbursed. 

 
Minor non-compliance If a non-compliance is detected during an inspection (On the Spot Controls 
(OTSC), Area Monitoring System (AMS) or other) and the non-compliance has no or only insignificant 
consequences for the achievement of the objective of the intervention concerned then the beneficiary 
will be notified of the minor non-compliance and will be advised to rectify the issue in order to avoid 
penalties in the event of a subsequent inspection being carried within 3 calendar years and the non- 
compliance has not been rectified. 

If the minor non-compliance is not corrected by the beneficiary, and a subsequent inspection takes 
place within 3 calendar years, a penalty will be applied. 

 
Force Majeure 

A penalty will not be applied if it is established that that non-compliance is due to force majeure or 
exceptional circumstances as set out in Article 3 of the HRZ Regulation and the scheme terms and 
conditions. This will also be the case where the act or omission is a direct result of an order from a 
public authority. 

 
Stocking Density & Retention Checks 

Stocking requirements are a criterion for eligibly for some measures and thus, any such instance of 
non-compliance may result in exclusion from payments, or pro-rata reduction of payments as 
appropriate. 

 

Non-Completion of Selected Actions 

Where an action eligible for payment is not fully completed in line with the scheme conditions it will 
not be eligible for payment. This payment reduction may be supplemented by a penalty. The penalty 
amounts may linked to the category of action, depending on the terms and conditions of the scheme. 

 

 
Overall Compliance with the Scheme terms and Conditions 



Intentional and serious breaches of the Scheme conditions may result in non-payment for the year in 

question, administrative penalties of a fixed percentage on the overall amount payable may be 

applied and termination of participation for future scheme years. 

 

Description of the control system for IACS (EAFRD) 

Interventions 
 

Ireland will make use of existing control systems and administration checks to ensure compliance with 
the rules on terms and conditions of participation in interventions receiving support under CAP. 

Furthermore, Ireland may augment checks making use of the area monitoring system or other relevant 
technologies to assist. 

 
 

Controls for IACS (EAFRD) Interventions 

On-the-spot checks (OTSC) and administrative checks will be carried out for IACS (EAFRD) 
Interventions. In future, Ireland will use Area Monitoring System (AMS) to develop checks for certain 
interventions where feasible and appropriate. 

 

Cross reports 

DAFM officials and officials of other State bodies can cross report non-compliance with a particular 

intervention or requirement or standard to DAFM control officials. In such cases, the official or cross- 

reporting body must consider the extent, severity, permanence, reoccurrence and intent of any 

reported non-compliance when determining the extent of the penalty. In cases of reoccurrence, DAFM 

officials with responsibility for OTSC and penalties will include the appropriate criteria when 

determining the final penalty percentage. 



Controls for IACS (EAFRD) 
 

Title Type of Check Controls 

ACRES Administrative Checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- Business ID validity 
- Action payable in current year 
- BISS application 
- BISS error/inspection 
- Registered organic farmer (where 

relevant) 
- Nitrates derogation check 
- Minimum application 
- Parcel possession 
- Forestry payment 
- Digitising complete 
- AFIT inspection status 
- Soil Sample [yes/no] 
- Mandatory training completed 
- Participation in another scheme tranche 
- Over-declaration 

ACRES OTSC A % of population based on risk analysis and a 
random selection will be subject to OTSC 
checking: 

- Land eligibility 
- Land/crop use 
- Conditionality 
- Action-specific checks 

ACRES AMS AMS (operational by 2024) will be used to 
control: 

- Declared area 
- Land eligibility 
- Land/crop use 

Specific measures (TBD) 

Areas of Natural 
Constraint (ANC) 

Administrative Checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- Late application/amendment 
- Over claims/ dual claims 
- ANC eligible land 
- Stocking density / retention 

ANC AMS AMS will be used to control: 
- Exclusion of hard features 
- Land/crop use 

 

Rapid field visit may be used to verify AMS data 
in selected cases. 

Organics Administrative checks 100% applicants will be checked for: 
- Late application/amendment 
- AFIT status 
- BISS error 
- GLAS/AECM rollover 
- Status change of parcel 
- Contract end date 
- Parcel in-conversion period 



  - Digitising complete 
- New parcels 
- Organic herd registration 
- Organic land minimum requirements 

declared 
- PPV over-declaration 
- Parcel GCPS PISS check 
- Parcel split check 
- Parcel BISS missing check 
- Pro rata rate check 
- Registered organic (business ID) 
- Valid BISS claim 
- Valid Business ID 

Organics OTSC (2022 and 2023) 5% of applicants will be subject to OTSC 
checking: 

- Declared area 
- Land eligibility 
- Land/crop use 
- Organic licence 
- Payment area 
- Nitrates threshold 
- AECM participation 
- Land eligibility 
- Baseline/conditionality compliance 

Organics AMS AMS (operational by 2024) will be used to 
control: 

- Declared area 
- Land eligibility 
- Land/crop use 

Sheep 
Improvement 
Scheme 

Administrative Checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- Eligibility criteria 
- Late application / amendment/census 

return 
A sample of applicants will be subject to 
administrative checks for: 

- Action completion (record book and 
associated documents) 

- animal numbers underpinning payment 
rates 

Sheep 
Improvement 
Scheme 

OTSC (2023) 5% of applicants will be subject to OTSC 
checking: 

- number of animals held 
- completion of selected actions 
- maintenance of record book 

Suckler Carbon 
Efficiency 
Programme 

Administrative checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- annual BISS application 
- continued membership of Bord Bia 

SBLAS programme 
- have calved down at least 50% of their 

reference number annually. 



  - To establish have they delivered their 
Maximum Payable Area (MPA) 

- Action 1 – Eligible Bull/Eligible AI 
- Action 2 – Female Replacement Strategy 
- –Action 3 – Genotyping 
- Action 4 – Weighing 
- Action 5A and 5B – Data Collection – 

Surveys and Event Recording 

Suckler Carbon 
Efficiency 
Programme 

OTSC A percentage (3%)of applicants will be subject to 
OTSC for: 

- Action 3 – Genotyping 
- Action 4 – Weighing 

CSP Dairy Beef 
Welfare Scheme 

Administrative checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- BISS application in year of application for 

CSP Dairy Beef Welfare Scheme 
- checks against AIM and ICBF data as 

required 

Straw 
Incorporation 
Measure 

Administrative checks 100% of applicants will be checked for: 
- Late Application / Amendment 
- Area claimed 

 

Straw 
Incorporation 
Measure 

OTSC 3% of applicants will be selected for on-the-spot 
controls checking: 
Chopping and incorporation of straw 

Straw 
incorporation 

Area Monitoring System 100% of applicants checked for: 
Eligible crops 

 


