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Context

• Latest phase of measures – 22 October

• Remaining sectors reopened, but range of basic PH measures and 
sectoral protective measures remain in place – masks, covid pass, 
hospitality guidance etc.

• Continuing engagement across Government with sectors to ensure 
appropriate measures are being implemented and inspection and 
enforcement arrangements are robust

• Focus of Discussion:
• Can implementation of current measures be strengthened?

• Are there any further measures that should be recommended at this stage?



International Advice/Practice

• ECDC RRA, 30 September: recommended continued use of measures including face masks, improved 
ventilation in closed spaces and physical distancing measures in countries with high vaccination coverage. 
The ECDC also advised targeted messaging to vulnerable groups regardless of vaccination status of the 
importance of adhering to NPIs and a particular focus on increasing vaccine coverage in hard to reach 
population groups. 

• WHO Regional Director for Europe, 4 November: warned of the resurgence of COVID-19 in Europe and has 
highlighted the continuing importance of measures to complement vaccination: “vaccines are our most 
powerful asset – if used alongside other tools”. Universal mask use, testing, contact tracing, ventilation in 
indoor spaces and physical distancing all remain important defences.

• Western EU MS reintroducing some measures in response to increasing incidence:
• Reintroduction of mask mandates (Netherlands, Austria, Iceland, France)

• Reintroduction of Covid pass (Denmark, Netherlands)

• Removal of negative test component of Covid Pass (Greece, Austria, Germany – Saxony State)

• Work from home recommendation (Belgium)

• Reintroduction of capacity limits (Austria, Iceland) & reintroduction of stricter closing times for hospitality (Iceland)

• Increased fines (Greece)

• Mandatory vaccination (France, England, NI consultation)



MEASURE: MASKS

Current Situation • Masks are required on public transport and in taxis, retail and a range of other indoor public spaces (cinemas, theatres, 
banks, hairdressers etc.), and for staff in hospitality

• Masks are also advised in outdoor crowded environments
• Medical grade masks are advised for some population groups 

Considerations Masks remain a simple and effective measure for reducing transmission, when worn correctly. They are also a very visible 
reminder of people’s efforts to protect themselves and others

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach:

Ongoing Communications – targeted at individuals and sectors:
• how to wear a mask correctly
• where a mask must be worn 
• where mask wearing is recommended – e.g. full capacity 

outdoor events and matches, gyms
• targeted communications to those for whom it is currently 

recommended to wear medical grade face masks (over 
70s and medically vulnerable & those with symptoms, 
COVID-19 or close contacts in the HH setting)

Compliance:
• Renewed emphasis and visibility on inspection & enforcement 

(e.g. public transport) similar to current efforts on hospitality
• Ongoing engagement with sectors in relation to importance of 

staff and patrons/participants wearing masks as appropriate

Potential Further Measures

Should specific population cohorts at higher risk from 
COVID-19 be recommended to wear respirator 
(FFP2/N95) masks – HIQA examining this for NPHET

Should the wearing of masks for under 13s (potentially 
older age classes) be re-examined – most recently 
reviewed in Sept by HIQA



MEASURE: VENTILATION

Current Situation • Comprehensive HPSC Guidance on non-healthcare building ventilation during COVID-19 (currently being reviewed)
• Comprehensive guidance in the Work Safely Protocol (including Employer Checklist on Ventilation)
• Sub-group of the Senior Officials Group on Ventilation – guidance to sectors

Considerations • Consensus that ventilation is an important factor in mitigating against the risk of far-field (>2m) aerosol transmission, 
which emerging evidence suggests is a risk in poorly ventilated spaces (Sub-Group on Ventilation, and recent SAGE 
publication). Caveat: minimal impact on droplet/close contact transmission – therefore not a standalone measure 
and continued adherence to other Public Health advice is absolutely essential.

• As temperatures drop and we increasingly socialise indoors it is timely to remind individuals and sectors of the 
importance of ventilation in both private HHs and public settings. 

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach:

Ongoing Communications: 
Strengthening communications with a specific campaign 
developed and rolled out over the coming weeks about the 
reasons why good ventilation is important and practical tips on 
improving ventilation – targeted at both HH settings and relevant 
sectors.

Updated communications when HPSC revised guidance is 
published

Compliance:
Ensure assessment of ventilation forms core component of 
inspection of premises under the Work Safely Protocol and other 
sectoral guidance

Potential Further Measures

Consideration of any other mechanisms/incentives 
to support businesses/organisations to improve 
ventilation



MEASURE: WORKPLACES

Current Situation • Current policy: Return to workplaces will continue on a phased and cautious basis for specific business requirements
• Comprehensive guidance in Work Safely Protocol

Considerations • SAM data shows workplaces account for the greatest share of close contacts after the household – step change 
increase in Sept. A small but rising share of those attending work report that they could work from home but prefer 
their workplace or feel pressured to attend.

• Most recent SAM data shows downward trends in mitigation behaviours in workplaces continued in October.
• Return to workplace involves a potential increase in contacts both directly (in the workplace itself) and indirectly 

(travelling to/from workplace & linked socialization activities)
• Advice to work from home also provides a benefit to those unable to work from home by reducing their average 

number of contacts and risk of exposure through reducing occupancy of settings such as public transport
• SAGE recent advice “advised with high confidence that working from home can reduce transmission significantly”. 

Impact will be related to baseline of current behaviour.

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach:

Ongoing Communications 
Targeted at employers and employees regarding protective 
measures in Work Safely Protocol for those that have to attend 
the work place e.g. staggered shifts and breaks, appropriate 
mask wearing, not attending if symptomatic, pod system for 
staff, mitigation measures if sharing transportation

Potential Further Measures

Consideration/views if current advice in relation to 
working from home is sufficient?



MEASURE: COVID PASS

Current Situation: • Covid Pass system mandatory in hospitality, nightclubs and live entertainment venues.
• NPHET recommended the use of Covid Pass for visitation in healthcare settings (with exemptions for 

compassionate circumstances) – guidance under development by HSE
• NPHET recommended that consideration should be given to providing for exemptions for those that can’t 

get vaccinated on medical basis. This is under consideration

Considerations: • Clarity and coherence in application will be important for overall compliance efforts
• SAM and Amarach data on compliance with Covid Pass system – 25% - 35% non-compliance

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach

Ongoing Communications
Greater clarity on where the Covid Pass is required 
and continued communications with relevant sectors 
and the public on the importance of full 
implementation

Compliance
Sustained inspection regimes and institution of 
enforcement processes as appropriate

Potential Further Measures

Should Covid Passes be required in any other 
setting? Some anomalies eg hotels, cinemas. 

Process to consider implications for the Covid Pass 
system of (1) boosters and (2) period of vaccine and 
infection immunity within wider EU DCC context.



MEASURE: Physical Distancing/Capacity Measures & Other Basic PH Measures

Current Situation: • Physical distancing/capacity measures remain in hospitality –1m between tables, table service
• No capacity limits on outdoors events, or indoor events once Covid Pass in place
• Other indoor activities where Covid Pass doesn’t apply – pods of 6 required 

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach

Ongoing Communications:
• Vaccination – COVID-19 and flu
• Renewed focus on encouraging people to isolate 

and get tested if symptomatic and awareness of 
financial supports

• Maintain physical distancing when appropriate 
• Importance of use of ‘pod of 6’ where groups are 

unvaccinated/mix of vaccinated and 
unvaccinated 

• Importance of regular and thorough 
handwashing and of importance of sneeze and 
cough etiquette 

• Renewed focus on ensuring basic infection 
prevention and control measures are in place 
e.g. regularly replenished hand sanitisers placed 
inside entrance of shops and premises

Potential Further Measures

Should there be any consideration in relation to the 
reinstatement of capacity restrictions e.g. churches, 
weddings, retail, indoor events

Should there be any consideration of mandatory 
vaccination 



MEASURE: TESTING

Current Situation • PCR testing remains the recommended testing modality for people with symptoms of COVID-19 and for 
diagnosing COVID-19

• Antigen testing has been added as an additional, complementary measure in a range of areas –including 
in workplaces, higher education settings and more recently for vaccinated asymptomatic close contacts

• NPHET requested RTEAG to examine the potential utility of voluntary self-testing by asymptomatic 
individuals who plan to engage in higher-risk behaviours and activities – advice now received. 

• HSE has been requested to establish a programme of rapid antigen testing of close contacts in specific 
primary school settings in response to the notification of COVID-19 cases, guided by agreed thresholds or 
criteria informed by recently published ECDC guidance on the management of close contacts.

Further Actions Enhancing Current Approach:

Based on advice from RTEAG:
1. Where an individual considers that they engage in higher risk 
activities on a regular basis (examples provided by the RTEAG 
including, indoor hospitality, contact sports, multihousehold home 
visits), it is recommended that they use RADT to further reduce risk 
of onward transmission of SARS-CoV-2 as follows:
• Serial testing at a minimum of twice weekly spaced by 3 days 

typically for activities that are ongoing over a period of time. 
• Single self-test typically used before an event. 

Caveat: clear communications essential to support further use of 
RADTS – additional tool & not a ‘green light’ to bypass existing 
public health measures 

Potential Further Measures

Anything further to consider?



MEASURE: Enhancing Current Approach: Potential Further Measures

Masks • Comms: how to wear them, where to wear them, advice for 
medical masks for specific groups

• Compliance: Enhanced inspection & enforcement

• Higher grade masks for specific population cohorts – HIQA 
examining this

• Re-examine case for masks in under 13s

Ventilation • Comms: Specific campaign targeted at HHs and sectors on 
importance of ventilation and practical tips, and to promote 
revised HPSC guidance

• Compliance: Central part of WSP checks

• Any further mechanisms/incentives to support businesses 
to improve ventilation

Workplaces • Comms: Ongoing communications with WPs on protective 
measures in WSP

• Stronger advice in relation to working from home

Covid Pass • Continuing focus on communications with relevant sectors and 
public and on inspection and enforcement processes

• Consideration of extension to other areas
• Process to consider implications of boosters and period of 

immunity

Physical Distancing/Capacity/Basic 
PH Measures

• Comms: layering of baseline measures • Reinstatement of capacity limits
• Mandatory vaccination

Testing RTEAG Recs:
• Individuals engaging in regular high-risk activities

Proposed Advice Summary:
• Efforts in the first instance should focus on reinforcing current baseline measures by (1) a refreshed consistent 

& unified communications campaign on the range and layering of public health measures which remain in 
place at present and (2) supporting widespread compliance with and adherence to measures with a sustained 
focus on inspection and enforcement where deemed necessary. 

• Consideration could be given to advising a limited set of further measures – for discussion


