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The Taskforce is working to implement a set of agreed actions to 
improve priority areas for women’s health 

The purpose of the fourteenth meeting was to:

• Update on activity since the last meeting: Reflective meeting where we 

share updates.

• Next steps

• Hear from members: Any key steps or feedback we need to hear at this 

stage to strengthen our work? 



Taskforce members were updated on activity since we 
last met…

Clinician round tables

Stocktake exercise 

Radical Listening – Report Publication
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Taskforce members were updated on the Stocktake Exercise where 
we asked for feedback on the July draft priorities exercise… 

Driving Faster Access for women in target areas:
Overall, it was felt that these priorities felt right, but we must consider access inclusively. 
Members suggested further emphasis on certain areas such as Covid-19 and Sexual health

Creating Better Experiences for women:
Overall, it was felt that the range of the issues seem appropriate and a good place to start. 
Members suggested further emphasis on certain areas such as Covid-19 and Infertility

Creating Fairer Access for women and girls in key groups:
Generally, very positive feedback. Importance of Health literacy highlighted. A general 
consensus that there is opportunity to build on existing work.
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Scale of ambition? Most members felt that the level of ambition was about right.

Connection to Radical Listening? Feeling that priorities are responsive and reflective. 

Connection to evidence base? Felt that priorities are clearly connected.

Balance of determinants? Overall it was felt these represented a balanced approach.



Life course approach - Can build additional capacity with practice nurses
Contraception - Biggest barrier is GP training. Can treat many issues (endometriosis etc)
GP Workforce – Important to recognise time pressures and burnout, and to support 
GPs to deliver their best care. Challenge of maternity cover raised in particular

Taskforce members heard the main points heard from the 
Clinician Roundtables held with 3 key stakeholder groups:

Contraception - Access in hospitals for postnatal women/women who have had ToP.
Training - A way to fundamentally change ‘how we do things’.
Menopause – All doctors should be able to treat in the community setting.
Smoking Cessation – Initiatives like ‘Supporting Pregnant Women to Quit and Stay Quit’ highlighted

GPs

Nursing and Midwifery 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Women’s Health Hubs ObesityPost- abortion care

Cultural shiftAccess

Uro-gynaecology Older women Post-natal services

ANPs



Taskforce members were updated on the Radical 
Listening report publication…

On the 14th of September the Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly published a report of 
a ‘radical listening’ exercise to hear women’s voices on women’s health through research 
commissioned by the Women’s Health Taskforce this year.

The publication event included a range of speakers and contributors including a panel 
discussion featuring representatives from the National Women’s Council of Ireland, the 
Department of Health, the HSE and the European Institute of Women’s Health.



Next steps in our Work Programme

• Opportunity for other Taskforce Members to let us know if 
there are any key steps or feedback we need to hear at this 
stage to strengthen our work.

• Further prioritization and agreement.

• We will be in touch on this shortly.

• The next meeting will take place on November 5th



Keep in Touch

Email: Womenshealthtaskforce@health.gov.ie

Webpage: https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/-womens-health/

Social Media: #womenshealthIRL

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/-womens-health/

