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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report sets out the review of the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs). 

 

The FRMPs were published in May 2018 under the requirements of the 2007 EU ‘Floods’ 

Directive (2007/60/EC) and Statutory Instrument Nos. 122 of 2010 and 495 of 2015. The 

FRMPs are the third key step of the Directive that followed the completion of the 

Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) and the preparation of the flood maps. The 

Directive requires a review and update as necessary of the FRMPs by 22 December 2021 

and every six years thereafter. 

 

The report sets out the background to the review of the FRMPs and provides an 

introduction to flooding, flood risk and flood risk management (Section 1). The report 

provides an outline the reviews of the PFRA (Section 2), which concluded that no 

additional Areas of Potentially Significant Flood Risk should be designated at that time, 

and of the Flood Maps (Section 3), which is a continual, ongoing process. A summary of 

the FRMPs and the flood risk management objectives is provided in Section 4. 

 

The review has assessed the work that has been ongoing since the publication of the 

FRMPs for the implementation of the measures set out in the Plans. The FRMPs, and the 

measures set out therein, were due for implementation during this review period (2018-

2021) and also during the subsequent cycle of the Directive (2022-27), in line with the 

funding commitment of almost €1 billion provided at that time in the National Development 

Plan 2018-2027 for flood risk management. The progress made and status of the 

measures have been assessed in terms of: 

- The measures that are applicable in all areas, which are measures related to flood 

risk management, under the pillars of prevention and of preparedness and 

resilience, which form part of wider Government policy. These measures were to 

be applied as appropriate and as applicable across all areas, including properties 

and areas outside of the AFAs, as well as within. 

- Measures identified for particular catchments / sub-catchments, which include flood 

forecasting and warning systems and some recommendations specific to the 

Shannon Catchment. 

- Community-level measures that typically comprised the progression of a flood relief 

scheme to project-level development and assessment, including environmental 

assessment as necessary and further public consultation, for refinement and 

preparation for planning / exhibition and, if and as appropriate, implementation. 

- Scheme viability reviews that were identified as a means of reviewing to confirm 

the likely viability of a scheme for some communities where a technically viable 

flood relief scheme was found not be economically viable based on the level of 

assessment of the CFRAM Studies. 

- Flood relief schemes and works that were progressing or proposed at the time of 

the publication of the FRMPs through other projects or plans. 

- Other measures, such as assessments of existing flood defences, ongoing data 

collection and further analysis, and the progression of pilot individual property 

protection schemes. 

 



 

 

 

Section 5 outlines the progress that has been made to date as part of this ongoing 

programme of work, and details any amendments made to the measures proposed. 

 

The review has further considered whether new, additional measures have commenced 

since, and whether any additional measures need to be identified at this time (Section 6).  

 

While a range of actions have been set out in the Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation 

Plan for Flood Risk Management (2019), these are associated with undertaking the PFRA 

and reviewing and/or preparing the flood maps and FRMPs, or are contributing to the 

progression of the measures previously set out in the FRMPs, and so no new measures 

are considered necessary on foot of that Plan.  

 

The OPW, in consultation with key partners and stakeholders through the Inter-

Departmental Flood Policy Coordination Group and the National ‘Floods’ Directive 

Coordination Group, has also undertaken an assessment of current programmes of work 

relating to flood risk management to identify any new or additional measures that were not 

previously set out in the FRMPs, and have concluded that no new, additional measures 

have been or need to be introduced at this time. This reflects the comprehensive nature of 

the first cycle implementation of the ‘Floods’ Directive and the programme of work defined 

in the FRMPs that was intended for implementation out to 2027.   

 

Based on this conclusion, the review has determined that it is not necessary at this time to 

prepare new FRMPs or to update the existing FRMPs. 

 

The partners and key stakeholders in flood risk management in Ireland, including DfI 

Rivers in Northern Ireland, were engaged in the review of the FRMPs through the National 

‘Floods’ Directive Coordination Group and the Inter-departmental Flood Policy 

Coordination Group (Section 7). It was not however deemed appropriate to undertake 

further public consultation for the review of the FRMPs, taking into account: 

- the extensive public consultation that took place in the preparation of the Plans that 

were published just three years before the review in 2018, 

- the more recent public consultation on the Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation 

Plans for Flood Risk Management (2019), 

- that the existing programme of work set out in the FRMPs runs for the period 2018 

to 2027, and, 

- that no new or additional measures are proposed and that no new or updated 

Plans are being produced, 

- that this review is hence limited to reporting on progress made on implementation 

of the existing FRMPs, rather than setting out any new proposals. 

 

The review has been subject to screening for the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) under the Habitats Directive (Section 8). The 

SEA screening assessment has concluded that full SEA of the review is not required, as 

the review does not provide the framework for development consent for relevant projects. 

The AA screening has determined that the review is not considered likely to have 

significant effects on the conservation objectives of Natura sites, and hence that an AA is 

not required. 

 

Section 9 sets out the ongoing monitoring and review of the implementation of the FRMPs. 


