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To survivors, former residents, their families and advocates,  
  
I am writing with a short update on some of the key legislative actions contained in the recently 
published Action Plan for Survivors and Former Residents of Mother and Baby and County Home 
Institutions.  
  
In May I referred the General Scheme of the Birth Information and Tracing Bill to the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth for pre-legislative 
scrutiny.  Yesterday I received the report of the Committee on the pre-legislative scrutiny of the 
General Scheme.  I appreciate the intensive work of the Committee on this deeply important 
legislation and am very grateful to all those who contributed to the process.  I have followed the 
process closely and will now carefully consider the Committee’s report and its 
recommendations.  The completion of the pre-legislative scrutiny process allows me to move 
forward with the legislation.  To this end, I plan to publish the Birth Information and Tracing Bill in 
mid-January.  
  
In July of this year I received the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the pre-legislative 
scrutiny of the General Scheme of the Certain Institutional Burials (Authorised Interventions) 
Bill.  This detailed report has been the subject of close examination by myself and my officials.  It has 
taken some time to reflect on its recommendations and to consider how best these can be taken on 
board in the context of developing the Bill- a Bill which is essential to restoring dignity to the 
children who died in the institution at Tuam.  However, the Institutional Burials Bill is now at an 
advanced stage and I hope to publish it in early February.  
  
Once published, I will be seeking to bring both Bills through the Houses of the Oireachtas as quickly 
as possible to support timely enactment and implementation in 2022.  In doing so, I remain 
committed to keeping you updated on the progress of both Bills and, indeed, all of the other actions 
under the Action Plan.  
  
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours a happy Christmas.  I wish you all 
the best for 2022 and look forward to the important, priority work that will be advanced under the 
Action Plan in the new year. 
 

Best wishes, 

Roderic O’Gorman T.D. 

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 
 
 


