
 

 

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) 

of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended, the Office 

of Public Works (OPW) has undertaken Appropriate Assessment screening to assess, in view of best 

scientific knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European Sites, if the Review of the 

Flood Risk Management Plans, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to 

have a significant effect on a European Site(s).  

As required under Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011 as amended, OPW has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required. The Plan is not directly connected with or necessary to the 

management of the sites and as it can be concluded, on the basis of objective information, that the 

Review of the FRMPs, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is not likely to have 

a significant effect on any European sites.  

This determination is based on a review of the existing AA Screenings and Natura Impact Statements 

for the Flood Risk Management Plans carried out in 2018, along with the Review of the FRMPs (2021).  

Following an analysis and evaluation of the relevant information, including in particular, the nature of 

the changes that may have occurred since the FRMPs were first published and applying the 

precautionary principle, this statement determines that the Review of the FRMPs would not have any 

significant effects, in combination with other plans and projects, on any European sites.  

The principle reasons for this conclusion includes:  

• Assessment of the methodology used for Appropriate Assessment Screening and NIS in the 

context of current trends determined the assessment of the FRMPs was appropriate and fit 

for purpose; 

• Assessment to the geographical range of the European Sites since the publication of the 

FRMPs in 2018 determined that no significant changes to site boundaries have occurred; 

• Changes to the Conservation Objectives since the publication of the FRMPs in 2018 has been 

reviewed and assessed with the conclusion of no significant effect and no changes to the NIS 

assessments are required; 

• Review of the impacts of the Plans in combination with other plans and projects determined 

that no changes to the assessments are required.  

• Assessment of the impacts considers that the FRMPs are written at plan level and set out no 

physical measures, but identify non-structural measures and further studies required to 

progress flood protection at project level for Flood Relief Schemes.  The assessment did not 

propose to replace any project level assessment which will be undertaken based on designs 

and site assessment and the attributes and targets of site specific conservation objectives. 
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• This AA Screening Assessment has been carried out on the Review of the existing FRMPs, 

which does not propose any changes to the original Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The conclusion of this assessment has determined that Appropriate Assessments carried out in 2018 

remain valid and therefore makes a determination that the Review of the FRMPs individually or in 

combination with other plans or project, will not have potential for significant effect on any European 

sites.  
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