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Introduction 
The Data Governance Board will work with the Minister to implement the new Data Sharing 
Framework and to promote and report on public service bodies' compliance with the new 
standards and guidelines. This Board has deliberately been constituted to bring diversity 
of thought, significant experience, leadership and skills to create something bigger than 
the sum of its parts and this can make a positive change across the Public Service. 

Board Members 
 

Member Organisation Key Competencies/Areas of 
Special Interest 

Barry Lowry Office of the Government Chief 
Information Office (OGCIO) 

Chair 

Colin Bray Ordnance Survey Ireland NDI/Base Registries/Classifications 
Geospatial 

Padraig Dalton Central Statistics Office NDI/Base Registries/Classifications 
Research and Analytics 

Angela Denning Courts Service Legal 
Joanne Geary State Board Appointee Data Protection & Ethics 
Dr. Aideen Hartney National Disability Authority Equality and Inclusion Data 
John McDaid Legal Aid Board Legal 
Anne Rooney Ibec nominee Public Policy 
Paul Sweetman State Board Appointee Data Protection & Ethics 
Dr. Clare Thornley State Board Appointee Research, Evidence informed policy, 

Data standards & competencies 
Brendan Twomey The Law Society nominee Data Protection & Ethics 
Barbara Ubaldi Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development 
(OECD) 

International Advisor 
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Biographical Notes 

Barry Lowry 

 

Barry Lowry has been the Chief Information Officer for the Irish Government 
since April 2016 with the primary task of taking forward the Public Service 
ICT and eGovernment Strategies.  
 
These set out ambitions for developing the use of shared services, digital 
services and data to better serve the people of Ireland and ensure that 
Ireland is well-placed to benefit from European initiatives such as the Digital 
Single Market. 
 
Barry is also the Chief Adviser to Government on all Digital matters affecting 
the State and its citizens. 
 
Barry was previously the Director for IT Shared Services and Strategy and 
Head of the IT Profession within the Northern Ireland Civil Service. 

Colin Bray 
 

 

 
Colin Bray is Chief Executive Officer and Chief Survey Officer of Ordnance 
Survey Ireland (OSi), the national mapping agency. Colin has over twenty 
years’ experience in strategic geospatial information management and took 
up the position of CEO in 2013. The OSi provide the State’s definitive mapping 
and geospatial information services to support citizens, business and policy 
makers. 
 
Colin is President of 'EuroGeographics (the association of Heads of 
European National Mapping, Cadastral and Land Registration Authorities)’, 
a past member of the European Executive Committee of the United Nations 
Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-
GGIM) and is a Past-President of the Society of Chartered Survey Ireland 
(SCSI). 
 
Colin holds a Master’s of Science Degree in Management/Organisational 
Behaviour (Trinity College Dublin), a European Honours degree in Geodetic 
Engineering (Fachhochschule Oldenburg, Germany) and a Diploma in Geo-
Surveying (Dublin Institute of Technology). 
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Pádraig Dalton 
 

 

Pádraig was appointed to the role of Director General of the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) at the end of May 2012. Pádraig is a career statistician having 
joined the CSO in 1991 and worked in most areas of the Office throughout 
his career 
 
The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is Ireland's national statistical office and 
it's purpose is to impartially collect, analyse and make available statistics 
about Ireland’s people, society and economy. The CSO also has a legislative 
role in to coordinating official statistics compiled by public authorities to 
ensure, in particular, adherence to standards and the use of appropriate 
classifications. 
 
Pádraig is engaged in a broad range of groups both nationally and 
internationally including the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC 
- a comitology committee), Chair of the Conference of European Statisticians 
(CES) and the CES Bureau, the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) High Level Group for the Modernisation of Official 
Statistics, serving as Chair from November 2013 to March 2018, the National 
Statistics Board and the Civil Service Management Board. 
 
Pádraig is a graduate of University College Dublin where he was awarded a 
Masters in Economics in 1990 

Angela Denning 
 

 

 
Angela Denning is the Chief Executive of the Courts Service where she leads 
an ambitious modernisation programme centred around digital delivery of 
services so as to improve access to justice.  
 
She is a qualified barrister with over 20 year’s operational experience in the 
Courts Service including a period where she was appointed as Deputy 
Master of the High Court.  
 
Prior to her appointment to her current role, Angela worked in the Reform 
Division of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform where she had 
responsibility for a range of policy areas supporting increased transparency 
and improved public trust in Government. 
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Joanne Geary 

 

Joanne is an independent consultant who works with senior leadership teams 
to lead their enterprises’ through organisational and cultural transformations.  
She is an Independent Non-Executive Director, serving on a number of 
boards.  She comes with a strong background in the establishment and 
operation of data registers and associated eco-systems from the perspectives 
of both operations and board membership.  
 
Joanne has held senior roles in both the public and private sectors and 
began her career as a statistician in the Central Statistics office.  From there 
she moved into strategy and change consultancy, for first PWC and later 
IBM, where she held senior roles on enterprise-wide transformational 
projects including a number of e-government initiatives in both Ireland and 
the UK.  She then joined UCD, providing commercial, strategic advisory and 
planning services to the Vice President for Research. 
 
Joanne holds both a BComm and MBS from University College Cork; post 
graduate Diploma in Commercial Law from the Law Society of Ireland; and 
post graduate Diploma in Business and Executive coaching from Leeds 
Beckett University.  Joanne is a member of the Institute of Directors. 
 

Dr. Aideen Hartney 

 
 

Dr Aideen Hartney became Director (Chief Executive) of the National Disability 
Authority (NDA) in mid-2020, having joined the organisation in 2016 as its 
Head of Policy, Research and Public Affairs. The National Disability Authority 
(NDA) is the independent statutory body, which provides evidence-based 
advice and research to Government on disability policy and practice and 
promotes Universal Design. (Universal Design involves the design of the built 
environment, products, services and information and communications 
technology (ICT) so that they can be accessed, understood and used by all, 
regardless of age, size, ability or disability). 
 
A key function of the organisation is gather and use data and statistics to 
inform the planning and delivery of policies relevant to persons with 
disabilities. The NDA does this by conducting primary research itself, as well 
as through secondary data analysis using information gathered by the 
Central Statistics Office and administrative data held across the public 
sector. The organisation works closely with public stakeholders to improve 
the collection, availability and use of disability data.  
 
Aideen has had a long career in overseeing research for the public good, 
having managed several major funded research programmes in University 
College Dublin, before coming to the NDA. She also has private sector 
experience following 7 years as a market research consultant. Aideen holds 
a doctorate in Ancient History, and lectured for a time at the University of 
Bristol. 
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John McDaid 
 

 

 
John McDaid is the Chief Executive of the Legal Aid Board. Holding a degree 
in law, he qualified as a solicitor in 1988 and after working in private legal 
practice in Australia and Dublin he joined the Legal Aid Board (1993) where 
he has continued to work since.  
 
He worked as a managing solicitor in a number of the Board’s law centres 
prior to taking up a senior management position. He was appointed Chief 
Executive in December 2014. He holds a Master’s of Science in Business 
Practice. 

Anne Rooney 
 

 

 
Anne Rooney has been with Google since 2015 and currently leads the 
Government Affairs and Public Policy Team for Google's EMEA HQ in 
Ireland. She develops and leads public policy and regulatory engagement 
across the full range of policy areas that impact Google and the web.  
 
Anne holds a Bachelor's Degree from University College Cork, a Masters in 
Town Planning from University College Dublin, and is Chairperson of the 
Data Working Group in Technology Ireland, Ibec. 
 
Anne's key areas of expertise include technology innovation, economic 
development, privacy and security. 
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Paul Sweetman 
 

 

 
Paul is Director of Financial Services Ireland, the Ibec group that represents 
the financial services sector. Previously, Paul was Director of Ibec’s 
Technology Ireland group and served as a board member of Digital Europe 
and FIT.  
 
Paul is a Chartered Engineer, holding a bachelors in engineering from UCD 
and a masters in engineering from Virginia Tech, USA. Paul also holds a 
Professional Certificate in Governance from the Institute of Public 
Administration and has completed leadership programmes at TU Dublin and 
Oxford University.  
 
Paul is a current board member of Gaisce - The President's Award. 

 

Dr. Clare Thornley 
 

 

 
Clare Thornley has an MA in Philosophy from the University of Edinburgh 
and an MSc in Information Management and a PhD in Information Retrieval 
from the University of Strathclyde. She started her career as an Information 
Officer in the UK voluntary sector before completing her PhD and moving 
into research. Currently she works as a standards and ICT professionalism 
expert on a number of projects under the Digital Europe Programme.  
 
Clare has extensive expertise in the use of data, information and knowledge 
to improve practice and policy. Her recent research projects and publications 
cover a range of topics including the codification of ethics into knowledge 
resources for the ICT profession and the nature of innovation in academic 
industry collaborative research projects.  
 
Clare also teaches ‘Information Organisation’ for the Masters of Library and 
Information Management at Dublin Business School. 
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Brendan Twomey 
 

 

Brendan J. Twomey was educated at CBS, Synge Street, Dublin, University 
College, Dublin and the University of Amsterdam. He was admitted as a 
Solicitor in 1978 and holds a Bachelor of Civil Law degree and a Diploma in 
the Legal aspects of European Integration. 
 
He retired as sole principal of James P. Sweeney & Co in Falcarragh, 
Donegal in 2018 with forty years’ experience as a solicitor in general 
practice. He is the Revenue Sheriff for County Donegal since 1987, and in 
that capacity has experience of data protection issues and implementation 
of GDPR.  
 
He is a past President of the Donegal Bar Association and a director. He 
is a director and trustee of The Solicitor’s Benevolent Association. He was 
elected to the Council of the Law Society in 2008 and has served as Chair 
of the Curriculum Development Unit, Co-Chair of Law Society Finuas 
Skillnet and the Education Committee and The Law Society Guidance and 
Ethics Committee.  
 
He has served on the Law Society Task Force on Conveyancing Conflicts, 
the Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Task Force and on the Peart 
Commission on the reform of Solicitor training and the Mental Health and 
Capacity Task force and the Professional Indemnity Insurance Committee.  
 
Brendan is also a founder member and director of Donegal Famine 
Heritage Centre (Dunfanaghy) CLG, the Workhouse Heritage Centre in 
Dunfanaghy. 

Barbara Ubaldi 
 

 

 

Barbara Ubaldi is the Head of the Digital Government and Data Unit in the 
Division on Open and Innovative Governments within the OECD Public 
Governance Directorate.    
 
Barbara leads the work on digital technologies and data to enhance 
openness, efficiency and innovation in governments. She is responsible for 
country reviews, for monitoring the implementation of the OECD 
Recommendation on Digital Government Strategies and for the OECD 
OURdata Index and Digital Government Index. 
 
Barbara served for eight years as Programme Officer within the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. She gathered 
extensive experience working on digital government, ICT and knowledge 
management for development. A Fulbright Scholar, Barbara holds a M.S. 
on Public Administration from Northeastern University in Boston. Apolitical 
listed Barbara among the 2018 and 2019 TOP 20 most influential figures 
on Digital Government worldwide. 

                                                                END 
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T:+353 1 676 7571 
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