
1 | P a g e  
 

CAP Post-2020 Consultative Committee draft Meeting Minutes 
25 November 2021 @ 11.30 am by Webex 

 
In attendance DAFM: Paul Savage (Chair), Assistant Secretary, Corina Roe, Ted Massey, Ultan 
Waldron, Shashank Malik, Anna Dunne, Maria Rigney all CAP Rural Development Division; 
Sharon Murphy, Karen Hanlon, EU Division; John Muldowney, Dympna Furlong, Ag. 
Environment & Structures Division; Brian Alcock, Mary Carey, David Buckley, Brian Batt, all 
Direct Payments Division; Tom Keating and David Ryan, Integrated Controls Division; Joanne 
O’Neill, On-Farm Investments Division; Odile Evans, Organic Unit. 
 
Apologies: Paula Fitzsimons, ACORNS. 
 
See Annex 1 for list of other organisations and names of their representatives in attendance. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming Committee Members and giving an overview of the 
meeting agenda.  The main agenda items were to hear views on the expanded list of eco-scheme 
practices, to provide an update on the development of the CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) and to hear 
Committee Members’ initial views on the draft Environmental Report, which is currently out for public 
consultation.   
 
Item (1) Minutes from the meeting on 08 November, and any matters arising.   
The minutes were agreed. The Chair said that any comments were welcome through the email 
address: CAPConsultativeCommittee@agriculture.gov.ie. 
 
Item (2) Updates on developments at EU level 
Sharon Murphy, EU Division gave an update on developments at EU level.  On 23 November the 
European Parliament held a debate and took its vote on the three CAP Regulations.   All three 
Regulations were passed. On 29 November, the SCA will give its approval, with final approval and sign-
off expected from Council on 02 December.    
 
The secondary legislation (Implementing and Delegated Acts) will then proceed with an expected 
publication date of 21 December to facilitate Member States’ submission of their CSPs by 01 January 
2022. 
 
The Chair opened the floor for comments.  A Committee Member asked if the secondary legislation 
would be available publicly.  It was confirmed that the publication date in the Official Journal is 
expected to be 21 December 2021.  
 
Item (3) Update on development of the CAP Strategic Plan, including proposed expanded list of 
Eco-Scheme practices  
The Chair re-capped on the changes made to the draft CSP as outlined at the meeting on 08 
November.   
 
David Buckley, DAFM, was then invited to give an overview of the proposed additions and 
amendments to the Eco-Scheme practices as outlined in the information note circulated prior 
to the meeting.  He outlined the new proposed actions as well as the amendments proposed 
to some of the originally proposed actions.  All proposed actions are subject to Commission 
approval. 
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The Chair then opened to the floor for comments.  
 
Committee Members acknowledged the additional work on the Eco-Scheme and welcomed 
expansion of the list of practices.  A number of comments were raised which included: a 
request for a list of qualifying non-productive and landscape features; eligibility rules around 
scrub/forestry and Natura 2000 weightings; clarification on the chemical Nitrogen limits, lime 
requirements and costs incurred; targets for fertiliser reductions arising from the use of GPS 
controlled spreaders; and absence of milk recording/animal welfare.  The Chair and his DAFM 
colleagues responded to all comments/questions. On the issue of milk recording, David 
Buckley outlined the Commission’s position that milk recording is not appropriate as an Eco-
Scheme action if it just relates to data collection.  A DAFM colleague suggested that milk 
recording is something that the dairy industry could support.  
 
Item (4) Initial responses to the public consultation on the Draft Environmental Report  
The Chair said he wanted to give stakeholders an opportunity to give any initial comments on the 
draft Environmental Report.  The deadline for submission is 08 December.  If Stakeholders can get 
comments in earlier that will be appreciated.  These comments will be forwarded to the Evaluators.   
The Chair opened to the floor for comments. 
 
A Committee Member asked to what extent the targets under the Climate Action Plan - which had 
been published after the draft CSP Environmental Report was prepared - would be reflected in the 
final Environmental Report. The Chair acknowledged that there had not been time to reflect the 
Climate Action Plan targets, but noted that, in any event, the focus of the CSP Environmental Report 
is to identify potential detrimental environmental impacts that might arise from the implementation 
of the Plan, and to identify mitigation measures where appropriate. Climate Action Plan targets 
would in any event have to be achieved through a combination of measures, from both within the 
CSP and outside it, and DAFM was continuing to work with other Government Departments in this 
regard. 

 
A Committee Member said that while the draft Environmental Report identifies potential 
conflicts re. breeding waders, this is not evident in the CSP.  She said mitigation measures will 
have to be clear in the final version of the CSP.  
 
The Chair said he looks forward to receiving the submissions.  The comments and feedback 
will have to be considered by the Evaluators.  They must reflect on the consultation responses 
received and will, where necessary, update the Environmental Report.  
 
Item (5) AOB:  No other issues were raised. 
 
The Chair thanked the Stakeholders for their engagement on the Eco-Scheme. He requested 
that Stakeholders submit their submissions on the Environmental Report before the closing 
date where feasible.  The next meeting is provisionally set for 09 December (tbc). 
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Annex 1.  List of non-DAFM organisations and names of their representatives in attendance 
 

Representative Organisation 

Archbold, Marie No organisation listed 

Barnes, Rob Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 

Byrne, Colin Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Carter, Clive  Irish Grain Growers Association 

Claffey, James Irish Rural Network 

Deakin, Jenny Environmental Protection Agency 

Duggan, Oonagh Environmental Pillar/Bird Watch Ireland 

Goggin, Anne Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Farrell, Eamonn ICOS - Irish Co-operative Organisation Society  

Farrell, Tim Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association (ICSA) 

Graham, Alison ICOS – Irish Co-operative Organisation Society 

Griffin, Denis Irish Farmer’s Association (IFA) 

Hanrahan, Kevin Teagasc 

Howard, Kelli Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 

Keane, John Macra Na Feirme 

Kelleher, Dermot ICSA - Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association 

Lumley, Ian  An Taisce 

Maher, Caitriona Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

McCabe, Niall Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

McGovern, Graham Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

O’Donnell, Colm  Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association  

Owen O'Driscoll  Agricultural Consultants Association 

Punch, Eddie Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association (ICSA) 

Smyth, Paul Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association (ICMSA) 

Stanley Smith, Charles Environmental Pillar 

Prof. Wallace, Michael  U.C.D. 

Westbrook, Gillian Irish Organic Association 

 
 


