
 

Marine Spatial Planning Stakeholder Advisory Group 
 

Report of Tenth Meeting held virtually 23rd February 2021 
 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 
 

Minister Burke welcomed members to the eleventh meeting of the MSP Advisory 

Group meeting. The tenth meeting took place on 22nd September 2020. The 

meeting was the second online meeting of the Advisory Group due to restrictions 

relating to Covid 19.  

 

Minister Burke noted the process the NMPF has taken to date. On 12th 

November 2019 the public consultation on the draft NMPF was launched on 

behalf of Government. It was a lengthy consultation process which included 

eleven regional events and an online event. Since the last meeting of the group 

in September the Marine Planning Policy and Legislation (MPPL) team have 

analysed in depth all submissions received for the public consultation. He 

confirmed that the work on the NMPF was being finalised for submission to 

cabinet 

 

He thanked the members of the Group for their contribution both to the 

consultation and to the development of the NMPF to date. He noted that the 

pace has been relentless and that pace will see us through to having the 

Framework complete in the coming weeks. Along with the MAP Bill, this will 

change the landscape, or seascape, of marine planning more than at any other 

time since the formation of the State and that each member of the Advisory 

Group had helped to drive the process. 

 

Minister Burke noted the alternative attendees on the day and apologies from 

members who were unable to attend the meeting. 

 
 

 



2. Current Status of NMPF 
 

Conor McCabe gave an update on the current status of the NMPF. All of the 

225 submissions received during the draft NMPF consultation process and the 

main points raised had been analysed and have fed into the drafting of the final 

NMPF. 

 

The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage will bring the final 

National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) to Government on 23rd March for 

approval. The Framework will then be brought before the Joint Oireachtas 

Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage for consideration prior 

to onward transmission to both Houses of the Oireachtas to seek positive 

resolution at which point it becomes established. The next meeting of the 

Advisory Group will coincide with the publication of the NMPF. The Maritime 

Area Planning Bill will also be brought to Government shortly after the NMPF. 

Once enacted it will then become known as the Maritime Area Planning Act – 

MAPA. The Bill went through tough scrutiny in Nov/Dec and the final report from 

the JOC 11/2/21 is available on the Oireachtas website. 

 

There also will be a need for a communications Strategy around the NMPF, Bill 

and MPA’s as they very 3 distinct areas. 

 

The success of the Advisory Group was also acknowledged and thoughts on 

the future role of the Group in the implantation stage will be looked at though a 

new Terms of Reference would be needed. 

 

In the discussion that followed the following points arose: 

 Explanation of screening on SEA and AA on the Bill.  

o All environmental documents need an assessment to examine the 

impacts they might have on the environment. It takes 5/6 months 

for a full assessment but only about 1 month for a screening. It will 

be the second time the Bill will have gone through a screening. 

 What is pre legislation scrutiny, what were the recommendations that 

arose from that and discuss the two that are relevant to aquaculture?  



o The JOC do pre legislative scrutiny on many Bills. There were 40 

recommendations that came out of the JOC and the Bill team are 

currently working through them all and will issue a response to the 

JOC. Where appropriate other Departments will be asked for 

material to inform response to the JOC. That would be DAFM in 

relation to Aquaculture. In relation to spatial designation on 

Aquaculture the report has only been received and not been 

examined in detail yet. 

 How do Fisheries fit into the Bill?  

o Fisheries was never to be included in the Bill as it is not a 

development it is more a license operation. The fisheries working 

group will be formed in the second quarter of this year and we are 

currently looking at the Crown Estate and other areas where these 

groups have been successful. The Terms Of Reference have 

been done and we are looking for a meeting now with DAFM and 

DECC. 

 The prospect of Regional Pilots was also raised and it was confirmed it 

will be towards the end of the year before any are rolled out. 

 

 
3.      National Parks and Wildlife Service and NMPF 

Gerry Clabby gave an update to the group on NPWS,  

Biodiversity sustains social and economic development and we have a global 

biodiversity crisis due to the adverse effects on biodiversity from 

 climate change  

 pollution and  

 economic changes.   

He talked about the 4 pillars of the EU Biodiversity Strategy, the importance of 

the Nature Directives and MSFD and achieving GES (Good Environmental 

Status) in the marine.  

The Natura 2000 network in Ireland showed the current level of SAC and SPA 

and the size of the terrestrial area versus the marine area. 



The National Biodiversity Plan and the mainstreaming of biodiversity can be 

achieved once we look at how we can align with the planning system for the 

marine.  

NPWS welcomes the NMPF as a plan lead approach to decision making. It 

strengthens Marine Planning Policy Statement‘s strategic principal 7, by 

aligning sites on land at the coast where marine and onshore need to align 

and that is an important change. 

NPWS are happy with the commitments and policies in the NMPF, as we 

need to protect and restore Biodiversity and the Natura 2000 directive. They 

look forward to continued engagement in the process in the future.  

That future direction needs further marine SAC and SPA designations and 

engagement with stakeholders has begun on this. 

 

In the discussion that followed the following points arose: 
 

 Who would have responsibility for monitoring and policing SAC’s?  

o The NPWS would have responsibility for designation and it is 

the planning enforcement system that has responsibility for any 

breaches. 

 

4. Marine Institute and MSP 

Caitriona Nic Aonghusa gave an overview of the technical and scientific support 

Marine Institute give to the Department. She explained what services for MSP are 

done by the MI and where all the data comes from. There are over 2000 data sets 

covering huge areas available to inform spatial planning. It is important that relevant 

data is available and they are reusing and integrating existing data and ensuring the 

quality of data is reliable. The main concept is to collect data once and use many 

times.  

The NMPF is a good example of data reuse and the MI have been collecting data 

and repurposing 40 maps based on 120 layers from over 20 organisations to feed 

into the NMPF. The quality of data has been verified by the data quality management 



framework that MI has in place and they have received an International Accreditation 

award for this. 

 

In the discussion that followed the following points arose: 
 

 Data is being collected for ORE projects, is there any plans to bring these into 

the framework?   

o MI is always open to new datasets and happy to receive them to be 

used in the digital tool. 

 The pace at which tentative applications cases being mapped was raised. 

o  It was confirmed that tentative activities were not mapped, only ones 

that have applied for site investigations. 

 There will be a new consent regime (MAC) and data capture is very important 

to it from a national perspective. 

 How to incorporate data not readily available e.g. cultural.  

o Intangible datasets are very important and through EMF some have 

been done and MI is very happy to receive any datasets available. 

 

5.      Department of Environment Climate and Communications on Energy 

Security 

Kevin Brady gave a presentation to the Group on Energy security out-lining how 

presently Ireland is 70% dependant on imports. We used to be 90% so there has 

been an improvement but we are still a bit higher than the EU as a whole. Our own 

developed energy, Kinsale Gas, was the main gas used until 2015. There was an 

increase where Corrib gas came online but that is now declining. Kinsale Gas has 

now closed and Corrib is decreasing production and we will be more dependent on 

imports going forward. These imports will come from Moffat in Scotland. The two 

pipelines need to be reflected in marine planning as these are vital for supply. All of 

our oil supply is currently imported. With coal, oil and peat ceasing we will be more 

wind, solar and gas dependant. Around 2024-25, assuming Moneypoint ceases, 

there will be a need for extra electricity generating capacity. The Electricity 

connections will need to be reflected in marine planning. The Department is carrying 



out a review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas 

systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a 

sustainable pathway to 2050. The review and future outcome will need to be 

reflected in Marine Planning going forward. 

In the discussion that followed the following points arose: 

 It was acknowledge there is a lot of policy review going on at the minute and 

the NMPF is an iterative process and the NMPF will react to policy changes. 

 If gas is integral why is it not being produced?  

o It was confirmed that although gas is integral presently that by 2050 it 

has to be zero. To get there the Programme for Government decided 

future exploration was not inline for 2050 without investment, therefore 

we will need to continue importing and the existing pipelines are crucial 

for current supply. 

 Will renewables be able to meet full supply demands?  

o There is 29 years to reach the level needed for full supply demand. 

 

 

6. Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting date will be circulated when it has been confirmed. 
 
Minister Burke thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting. 


