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 09 December 2021 
 

EXPORT of Animal Feedingstuffs to Third Countries 
 

To: Feed Business Operators 
 IGFA 
 
 
A growing number of Irish Feed Business Operators (FBOs) export animal feedingstuffs, including petfood, 
to non-EU countries (i.e. Third Countries including GB). In many cases, these businesses are required by the 
competent authorities of the importing country to supply certificates to accompany their product(s). The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) is the authority responsible in Ireland for the issuing 
of official certificates for feedingstuffs exports.  
 
General Procedures 
In order to provide a timely and orderly facility for the issuing of certificates, the following general 
procedures are to be in place:  
 

1. It should be noted that it is the responsibility of the exporting FBO to determine the requirements 
of the import country (i.e. if a certificate is required and the type of certificate). 

2. Exporting FBOs must ensure that they have a documented procedure (SOP) to demonstrate that the 
product(s) comply with the import requirements of the Third Country, which should be agreed in 
advance with DAFM. 

3. DAFM’s pre-certification and certification process is likely to require physical and documentary 
checks (including by an official Veterinarian, where applicable) during/post the manufacturing 
process. Thus the manufacture of such products should not commence until the FBO are sure that 
the requirements of the importing country and a related system of checks have been established. 

4. Certificates (including veterinary certificates) may, in some cases, also be required for each 
ingredient from other production facilities that have been incorporated into the final product. 
Sourcing such certificates is the responsibility of the exporting FBO. The time factor involved in 
acquiring such documentation needs to be considered before applying for the actual Export 
Certificate.  

5. Exporting FBOs should note that Export Certificates cannot be issued for products that have 
already left the country.  

6. Exporting FBOs should also note that Export Certificates can only be provided for animal 
feedingstuffs where the exporting FBO can demonstrate full compliance with all relevant EU and 
national feedingstuffs legislation. 

7. To request an export certificate, exporting FBOs must complete and submit the Export Notification 
Form (ENF) and send to feedexports@agriculture.gov.ie. To download an electronic version of the 
ENF please go to: gov.ie - Export Notification Form (www.gov.ie) 
 

 
Existing Markets 
In the case of 'existing' markets (i.e. the particular product has been exported from Ireland to the non-EU 
country previously), the exporting FBO must take into account the following guidelines in conjunction with 
the General Procedures above: 
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1. An Export Notification Form (ENF) should be submitted to feedexports@agriculture.gov.ie at least 5 
working days in advance of the product leaving the country to ensure that Export Certificates can be 
issued in time.  

2. Exporting FBOs must inform DAFM as to the type of export certification they require for their product 
via the ENF e.g. Health Certificate, Veterinary Health Certificate etc.  

3. If there are any new or additional attestations required to be included by the competent authority of the 
importing country to a previously agreed Export Certificate, sufficient time may be needed by DAFM to 
determine if these additional attestations can be met. This needs to be factored into any export of 
feedingstuffs product. 

 
 
New Markets 
In the case of 'new' markets or 'new' products (new in this context means that no exporting FBO has sent 
product to this country before or product has been sent to this country before but not this particular type), 
the exporting FBO must also take into account the following guidelines as well as the guidelines set out 
above: 
 

1. The exporting FBO should clarify in writing from an official source in the Third Country the import 
requirements of the competent authority of the importing country. In addition, both the name and 
the position of the official must be provided to DAFM. If a Certificate is required, exporting FBOs 
must establish the type of certificate required. Where similar certificates issued by other countries 
are available, these should also be submitted to DAFM as they will assist in establishing import 
requirements.  However such certificates cannot necessarily be regarded as a definitive list of import 
requirements from Ireland for the Third Country in question. 

2. The engagement of an effective ‘on the ground’ importing agent can be a vital resource in efficiently 
establishing the official rules and requirements of the importing country, through their contacts with 
local government agencies in the Third Country. 

3. It is the responsibility of the exporting FBO to establish if their feedingstuff product must be 
registered with the Importing country’s Competent Authority.   

4. The Export Notification Form (ENF) system can also be used to submit details at an early stage in the 
process and include feed labels and batch production records as it can take a significant period of 
time to establish the specific official requirements of importing Third Countries. 

5. There may also be specific consignment testing required by the importing Third Country’s competent 
authority prior to export.  The responsibility for having the product testing done lies with the 
exporting FBO.  DAFM will need to evaluate test results before a Certificate can be issued in respect 
of an export of animal feedingstuffs. DAFM will only accept results from EU approved laboratories 
(preferably within the Republic of Ireland). 

6. If DAFM is not in a position to certify the import requirements of a Third Country, DAFM may initiate 
negotiations with the Third Country to agree a set of Import Requirements that can be certified.  

7. The Department advise allowing at least 6 months for the requirements of new markets and new 
products to be established. 

 
For further information please direct queries to: feedexports@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Feedingstuffs, Fertilisers, Grain & Poultry Division 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Administration Building,  
Backweston Campus 
Celbridge,   
Co Kildare. W23 X3PH 
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