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Dear Minister Harris, 
 
The rapidly evolving nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, with respect to the incidence of 
infection and evolving viral characteristics and transmission, highlights the need to continue 
to build preparedness in our population to live with COVID-19.   
 
The RTEAG’s remit is to provide support and guidance to Government departments seeking 
to deploy Rapid Antigen Detection Tests (RADTs) in the sectors they support. We are 
delighted to have ongoing engagement with your Department, DFHE, over the past few 
months to identify and understand the needs of the sectors with which you work. 

The interim report of the RTEAG outlined the three macro themes that emerged: 1) 
Communication with government departments on their requirements for RADTs in the 
sectors they support; 2) The development of tools for operational readiness to support use 
of RADTs as required and to support and inform the education, information and 
communication resources that sectors will develop themselves; 3) The rapid and real-time 
synthesis of the scientific evidence to guide the appropriate use of tests in areas that are 
important to the safe and sustainable reopening of our society which I will expand on 
below.  

As Minister for DFHEIS, you will appreciate the importance of a scientifically-robust, 
evidence-based and near real-time approach to appropriate use of RADT as an additional 
layer to Ireland’s current public health measures. As a result a risk assessment tool for 
activities and events has been developed by the RTEAG in collaboration with Government 
Departments and incorporates updated, available national and international evidence from 
the following groups and experts and is based on the most recent epidemiology and 
research:  

  SPOR Evidence Alliance Canada who update the rapid review on testing strategies 
and risk of transmission of SARS-CoV-2 for different events and activities on a 
monthly basis.  

  Dr. Conor McAloon (UCD) and Dr. Conor Teljeur (HIQA) who provide a weekly 
update on an algorithm which assesses the estimated prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 at 
an event or activity using HPSC 14- and 7-day COVID-19 incidence data.  

  Professor Pete Lunn (ESRI) who has provided data from the Social Activity 
Measure (SAM) on the age categories of those attending some of the events and 
activities which are used in the Risk Assessment Tool.  



  As a new addition, data from the SAM has also been used to provide information 
on higher risk activities and events where >30% of people who attend are socialising 
more widely than the rest of the population (i.e. a high proportion of ‘socialisers’). 

The lists of events and activities is not exhaustive and, along with information on events 
comprising high proportions of ‘socialisers’ should be used as a guide only for individuals to 
make personal judgements on risk associated with these and similar activities or for event 
organisers who wish to use RADT in addition to existing public health measures to create 
safer environments for their patrons. Where an individual considers that they engage in one 
or more of these (or similar) activities on a regular basis, the RTEAG recommends that they 
use RADT to further reduce risk of onward transmission of SARS-CoV-2.  

The Group provides regular updates from the Risk Assessment Tool for activities and events 
to the Minister of Health and the NPHET. 

The NPHET has endorsed the use of RADT in asymptomatic individuals who are regularly in 
high-risk environments.  As a result the HSE has provided updated information on its 
website. https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/testing/using-antigen-tests/. 
 
RTEAG can support the proposal that the relevant sector build preparedness for appropriate 
use of RADT in students to facilitate mitigation against risk of SARS-CoV-2 transmission over 
the medium term. 

However it is essential that the messaging around any proposal for use of RADT emphasise 
to any and all users that:  

 The epidemiological situation is in constant flux and that the risks associated 
with activities and age group susceptibility can change rapidly;  

 The current epidemiological situation is of significant concern and the 
overarching public health advice at present is that people of all ages reduce their 
discretionary social contacts given the very high disease incidence; 

 RADT is an additional measure of protection, to prevent onward transmission, 
and not a substitution for the existing public health measures; 

 RADT is not a Green Light but a tool to protect ourselves, our families and friends 
and our communities and always;  

 Individuals with symptoms of COVID-19 must continue to self-isolate as soon as     
they recognise their symptoms; and  

 A negative result on an RADT is not a sufficient basis upon which to cease self-
isolation; it should never be used as a ‘green-light’ for a symptomatic individual 
to engage in activities with others.  

Yours sincerely, 

  

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/testing/using-antigen-tests/


Professor Mary Horgan, M.D., 
Chair, Rapid Testing Expert Advisory Group on behalf of the Group 

 


