
Prescribed Body Observations – Consolidated 

 

MARINE LICENCE VETTING COMMITTEE (MLVC) 

 

Overview: 

This application is in respect of a series of surveys to be conducted off the coast of 

Waterford and south Wexford between Bunmahon Bay and Bannow Bay, as per maps 

provided in application. The application area consists of a rectangular zone at distance from 

the coast of approx. 25 km and two extension arms running to shore – one to Bunmahon 

Bay and one to Bannow Bay.  

The information provided by the applicant broadly mirrors a similar application from same 

in regard to similar proposed survey works off the Louth – Dublin coast (FS 0006973) in 

regard to proposed methods, timelines, mitigations etc.  

Applicant information (from documentation provided): 

The proposed survey works will include the following: 

1. Geophysical Survey 

To include bathymetric, side scan sonar, magnetometry & sub-bottom profiling 

2. Geotechnical Survey 

To include borehole and Cone Penetrometer Tests of the seabed  

3. Wind resource and metocean Survey 

Deployment of wave rider buoys and a LiDAR buoy; ADCP proposed to assess tidal 

currents. 

4. Topographic Survey 

Via traditional methods or via drone 

5. Environmental survey 

Benthic invertebrate assessment using imagery and a series of grab samples. 

Application is for a 5-year period with survey work to be undertaken in the April – October 

period in any year, to avoid periods of adverse weather.  

The application identifies sensitivities or potential issues in regard to the extent of 

commercially-fished fish species in the area as well as the extent of wrecks of archaeological 

(and marine leisure angling) relevance.  

The application also identifies the potential for cumulative effects of disturbance if geo-

physical surveys from other successful foreshore licence holders are taking place at same 

time. 



The applicant identifies the potential for sound-emitting instrumentation to impact into the 

aquatic environment and proposed some mitigation elements.  

All survey works that involve the use of acoustic instrumentation will follow the Guidance to 

Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-made Sound Sources in Irish Waters, 2014. 

Measures to be implemented include but are not limited to: 

• A qualified and experienced marine mammal observer (MMO) shall be appointed to 

monitor for marine mammals 

• Pre-start monitoring: If marine mammal species are detected within 500m distance of the 

sound source, seismic survey shall not commence. 

• Periods of peak sensitivity to survey operations for marine mammals will be avoided 

where possible. 

• Ramp-up Procedures will be used - a controlled build-up of acoustic energy output shall 

occur in consistent stages to provide a steady and gradual increase over the ramp-up 

period. 

The applicant proposes appointment of a Fisheries Liaison officer 

Section 3.4 of the document provides information on fish in context of commercial species 

use of the investigation area and also relevance to Habitats Directive species. The coverage 

of commercial species is very comprehensive and the maps provided indicate the 

importance of the area as spawning ground for many species.  

 

IFI comment: 

Item1: The geophysical procedures proposed use instruments that generate sound pressure 

levels (SPL) of 200 dB or greater. The documentation provided is comprehensive in 

identifying issues related to sound generation and transmission in water and the potential 

for adverse impact on marine biota.  

The offshore site and its approach lines to shore broadly encompass the coastline to which a 

series of important sea trout and salmon rivers discharge, in addition to the Waterford 

Harbour SAC area, containing the discharge for the Suir, Nore and Barrow catchments.  A 

number of migratory fish species are associated with these rivers, including Atlantic salmon, 

sea trout, European eel, sea- and river lamprey and shads. Life stages of these species may 

be traversing the study area both during the upstream migration to freshwater and during 

the outmigration to the sea. Sound generation and transmission during the proposed 

surveys here would disperse widely in water and would propagate into the migration paths 

of these fish life stages. The Colligan (Dungarvan Harbour), Mahon and Tay are all significant 

sea trout angling rivers and the sea trout is a migratory form of trout, spending part of its 



life cycle at sea. Studies by IFI have shown that sea trout feed extensively and widely while 

at sea and significant distances can be travelled away for the immediate coast line.  

The overall area has a high value as a marine sport fish zone, both for shore angling and for 

boat fishing. The beaches adjoining the mouth of the Colligan at Dungarvan are particularly 

prized for a range of marine sport fish species. The applicant has identified the significant 

number of wrecks in the overall area. These wrecks constitute an element of archaeology. 

They also create oasis type features on the sea bed and are a magnet for a range of fish 

species. Hence these wreck locations constitute ‘marks’ of angling significance for deep-

water anglers and the commercial charter boat skippers who take anglers out to fish these 

marks. All of the target fish species, as well as the angling facility, are likely to be impacted 

adversely by the sound-generating and –propagating marine surveys.  

Mitigation measures in regard to the timing of works and also in regard to levels and 

duration of noise generation and potential for adverse impact on fish species should be 

agreed with Foreshore Divn DHPCLG and form part of any foreshore licence. IFI would point 

out that the mitigation measures and guidance of NPWS in regard to marine mammals are 

of limited value in transfer to fish species. The fish remain invisible to any shore- or boat-

based observer. Mitigation measures should aim to reduce the sound generated, in intensity 

and duration. Seasonality of the sampling and a short sampling window may also provide 

some mitigation. 

These mitigations should cover:  

 Reduction in the number of sound-requiring test types to be employed  

 Use of soft-start and ramp-up procedures for any sound-generating surveys 

undertaken – both on a day-to-day basis and on re-start after any stoppages within 

any day 

 duration of noise-generating surveys to be reduced to the minimum necessary to 

collect results of sufficient quality 

 Agreed timing of works so as not to interfere with migration times of fish life stages 

or with scientific studies currently in place in the proposed survey area 

 

Items 2 - 5 in the proposed list of survey types do not raise any particular concerns.  

The IFI comments above do not cover commercial marine fish and the advice of SFPA should 

be sought in regard to impacts on the eggs/larvae and adult life stages of commercially-

important fish species in the area of proposed works. 

The applicant does clearly identify the proximity of its proposed works to other foreshore 

application/grant areas and the potential for cumulative effects.  

IFI would also point out that some of these applications are proposing or actually deploying 

similar study methods, including the extensive use of sound-generating- and emitting- 



instrumentation. IFI is of the view that the potential exists for cumulative effects or impacts 

to arise to biota (plankton, fish, marine mammals etc.) in the receiving waters. 

IFI considers that this potential for cumulative impacts is one that requires consideration by 

Foreshore Divn. The potential for data sharing, however commercially unusual or contrary 

this might seem, must be considered in the context of reducing adverse environmental 

impact.  

IFI would recommend that the timing of works requires serious consideration and there may 

be no optimal time for the geophysical surveys that would suit in regard to the commercial 

fish species and the Habitats Directive fish species, leaving all other environmental 

considerations aside. Data compiled by IFI over several years indicates that shad species, 

primarily Twaite shad, move into Waterford Harbour and the upstream tidal reaches of the 

Barrow, Suir and Nore to spawn. Spawning takes place in mid May – early June and the 

adult fish then descend back to open sea or the lower Waterford Harbour. Telemetry 

studies have demonstrated movement of adult shad along the coastal waters between the 

Munster Blackwater – Youghal Bay and Waterford Harbour. Similarly, Twaite shad from the 

Severn estuary in UK have been tracked and encountered in the Munster Blackwater. In 

other words, there is considerable movement of this Annex II fish species through or along 

the line of the proposed sound-emitting surveys. The shads are members of the herring 

family and are considered as ‘hearing specialists’ with a more developed hearing/sound 

processing system than other species. The shads can detect and respond to a wider range of 

sound frequencies. Sound emission from survey instruments can deter or impede 

movement/migration of adult shad – hence such sound emission works during the April – 

end-May period is likely to have adverse impact on adult shad moving into Waterford 

Harbour or moving through the test area to the Munster Blackwater or further afield to UK 

estuaries. Commercial fishing vessels have encountered adult shad, both Twaite and Allis, in 

trawling within the general area of the proposed site in the June period.  

Section 4.5 of the report provided by the applicant examines the issue of sound/noise in 

regard to the fish species and the attention given is very welcome and a recognition of an 

issue to be addressed. IFI would not necessarily concur with views as in Section 4.5. That 

section refers to a reference sound of 90dB and its impact on shads/herring over a 4km 

radius. The sound emitting instruments proposed for this survey normally emit in the 200 + 

dB range and so the range of impact is likely to be much larger than 4 km. As stated by IFI 

above, the adult shad move in numbers into the estuarine SAC waters to spawn but the 

adult fish will be in the overall area of the proposed survey during much of the year. Shad 

from Youghal Bay have been presented to IFI for data collection, having been taken as 

artisanal by catch during the months of October – January. This is indicative of a year-round 

presence of adult shad in waters adjoining the study area.    

IFI is of the view that the foreshore licence should contain fish-specific mitigations in regard 

to reducing level of sound emission and in regard to timing of sound-emitting surveys. 



MARINE SURVEY OFFICE (MSO) 

 

I refer to the above and wish to advise that following a careful examination of the 

application and in particular proposed mitigating measures to be undertaken; this office 

raises no objection. 

The navigation risk assessment, though limited in nature, identifies concerns that would 

have been acknowledged by this office, in particular interference with east west crossing 

traffic and approach traffic to Dunmore East, Waterford Port and Kilmore quay in particular.  

This office requires the developer to commence consultation at a very early stage, with local 

harbour authorities whose operations may be impacted upon.  

Early consultation is also required with the Irish Coast Guard and the Commissioners of Irish 

Lights with respect to the potential impact on traffic routing via the Tuskar Traffic 

Separation Scheme (T.S.S.) 

Copies of all vessel certification engaged in the proposed site survey, along with requests for 

Irish Load Line / Passenger boat certification as appropriate should be forwarded to the 

Chief Surveyor MSO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARINE INSTITUTE 

 

Marine Institute Comments on Forehsore Licence Application by SSE Renewables (Ireland) 

Ltd – Site Investigations off Bunmahon Bay, Co. Waterford and Bannow Bay, Co. Wexford 

(FS006983)  

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Ltd has submitted an application for a Foreshore Licence to carry 

out site investigations in the Celtic Sea, off the south coast of Counties Wexford and 

Waterford. The location of the proposed site investigations area is shown in the following 

drawing submitted by the applicant: 

  Drawing No. P2278-A2-LOC-001, “Foreshore Licence Map 1 Celtic Sea” , dated 20/03/19  

 Drawing No. P2278-A4-LOC-002, “Foreshore Licence Map 2 Celtic Sea-West Landfall Area, 

dated 20/03/19 

  Drawing No. P2278-A4-LOC-003, “Foreshore Licence Map 3 Celtic Sea-East Landfall Area, 

dated 20/03/19 

 It is proposed that the site investigations will include: 

Geophysical Survey - involving the use of multibeam echo sounder, magnetometer, sub-

bottom profiler and side scan sonar  

Geotechnical survey – involving cone penetration testing as well as vibrocoring, boreholes 

and the collection of grab samples . The exact location, quantity and type of geotechnical 

samples collected would be subject to the results of the geophysical survey. The following 

indicative numbers, may be collected 

  40 vibrocore samples 

  20 seabed cone penetration tests 

  12 boreholes 

 Environmental Survey – It is anticipated that benthic grab samples (0.1m3) will be 

collected, in triplicate, at 40 sampling sites in the survey area. The exact location would be 

subject to the results of the geophysical survey. Video or still photographs will also be 

collected. 

 It is also intended to deploy of wind, wave and current measuring devices (LIDAR buoy, 

Wave Rider Buoy and ADCPs) in the survey area.  

The indicative location of the geotechnical sampling sites, benthic grab samples as well as 

the proposed location for the deployment of the LIDAR buoy, Wave Rider Buoy and ADCPs s 

is shown in the following drawings submitted by the applicant: 

  Drawing No. P2278-A2-LOC-001, “Foreshore Licence Map 1 Celtic Sea” , dated 20/03/19 



 It is noted that part of the proposed survey area lies seaward of the seaward limit of 

Foreshore (i.e. > 12 Nautical miles from the baseline) and the Marine Institute understands 

that the proposed survey activities in this area cannot be considered as part of the 

Foreshore Licence application.  

Additional details of the proposed survey methods, equipment to be used etc are provided 

in the following document submitted by the applicant: 

 “Celtic Sea Array Foreshore Licence Application for Marine Survey Work – Supporting 

Document” (LF000037_REP_002_P2278_R4673_Rev2, 18 March 2019) 

 The applicant has proposed that the works would be carried out between April and October 

within 5-years of the granting of a licence.  

It is anticipated that the Geophysical Survey would be completed within 2 months. The 

Geotechnical survey and Environmental Survey, which would commence when the results of 

the geophysical survey have been analysed and assessed, would be completed within 3 

months. 

It is intended that the LIDAR buoy would be deployed for a period of 12- 36 months, the 

wave rider buoys for a period of 12 months and the ADCPs for a minimum of 1 month. 

The overall aim of the site investigations is to collect the necessary data and information 

required to optimise the layout and design of an offshore windfarm (circa 880MW) in the 

area, and to acquire baseline data on the wind resource and baseline environmental 

information in the area. The possible installation of a windfarm and associated 

infrastructure in the area in the future would be the subject of a separate Foreshore Lease / 

Licence application and is not the subject of this current application. 

There are no licenced aquaculture sites within the proposed site investigation area on the 

Foreshore and therefore impacts on aquaculture are not considered likely. 

There is commercial fishing activity within the proposed site investigation area on the 

Foreshore and therefore some interaction with fishing activity may occur. It is considered 

that that such interaction will be limited and overall will not be significant. It is noted that 

the applicant proposes to appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer and it is recommended that the 

appointment of the Fisheries Liaison Officer should be a specific condition on any licence 

that may be granted. 

On the basis of the above the Marine Institute has no objections to a licence being granted. 

On the basis of the above and considering the nature, scale and location of the proposed 

site investigations the Marine Institute is satisfied that the site investigations as proposed 

will not have a significant impact on the marine environment in the survey area and will not 

have a significant impact on other legitimate uses / users of the area and therefore has no 

objections to a licence being granted. It is recommended that the following specific 

conditions should be attached to any licence that may issue. 



1. The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 

purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever. 

 2. The Licensee shall ensure that the works are carried out and completed in accordance 

with the plans and particulars lodged with the application. 

 3. The Licensee shall appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer who will consult with the SFPA and 

relevant fishermen’s groups in order that appropriate actions can be taken to avoid or 

minimise interactions with ongoing fishing activity in the area during the course of the site 

investigations.  

4. The Licensee shall ensure that the mitigation measures set out in Section 2.9 and Section 

4 of the document entitled Celtic Sea Array Foreshore Licence Application for Marine Survey 

Work – Supporting Document” (LF000037_REP_002_P2278_R4673_Rev2, 18 March 2019) 

are implemented in full. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOOD AND THE MARINE 

 

It is not considered likely that this application will have any impact on aquaculture or 

fisheries. On the basis of the information provided, the Department has no objections or 

observations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE HERITAGE AND THE GAELTACHT 

 

Underwater Archaeology 

It is noted in the submitted documentation that underwater cultural heritage (UCH) will be 

included in the assessment process in advance. This is to be welcomed. The Department 

concurs with the recommendations made and as per detailed below. The Underwater 

Archaeology Unit has no objection to the geophysical survey being carried out but no grab 

samples or other site investigation works should take place until the Underwater 

Archaeological Impact Assessment (UAIA) has been undertaken so as to inform the known 

or potential location of wrecks or other UCH. 

 

Foreshore: 

 The area that is to be the focus of survey, including GI works on the 
foreshore/intertidal areas shall be subject to full archaeological assessment that will 
include walk-over survey and hand-held metal detection survey.  

 A suitably qualified and experienced archaeologist shall be engaged to carry out the 
survey. 

 The archaeologist shall apply for the relevant survey licences as soon as possible to 
ensure no delays occur while the applications goe through due process. 

 

Subtidal/offshore: 

 A detailed assessment shall be carried out of all the proposed routes for the cable, in 
tandem with assessment/interpretation of the acquired geophysical survey results.  

 The geophysical survey shall be undertaken to the resolution required to detect UCH 
and the raw data made available to the archaeologist engaged to assess such data. 

 A desktop study should accompany the assessment report, to inform all wreck 
records and route selection. 

 

A detailed report shall be submitted to the Underwater Archaeology Unit for consideration 

and further comment. 

 

Nature Conservation  

The mitigation as outlined below from submitted documents should be included as 

conditions: 

4.6.2 Project Specific Mitigation 

Project Specific Mitigation is proposed in the Natura Impact Statement (Appendix B) as 

follows. 



Keeragh Ireland SPA – proposed mitigation: 

 It is recommended that the survey vessels stay at least 750m away from the base of 
the Keeragh Islands during the period February to September to minimise 
disturbance to nesting birds. 

 It is recommended that the survey of the application area from the coast to 4km 
offshore occurs during the period August through to February to avoid disturbance 
of incubating or chick-rearing adults. 

 

Marine Nature Conservation 

The proposed site survey to support the development of the Celtic Sea Array has been 

evaluated by a Natura Impact Statement and other documents.  

The conclusion of the Natura Impact Statement document is that the proposed works are 

unlikely to pose a significant likely risk to nature conservation interests in the vicinity with 

eh application of appropriate mitigation. The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the 

Gaeltacht concur with this conclusion in relation to marine Annex I habitats provided the 

stated mitigation is undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Further to your email referral of the 26th July regarding the file ref. FS006983 (SSE 

Renewables (Ireland) Ltd in respect of Site Investigation Works off Bunmahon Bay, Co. 

Waterford and Bannow Bay, Co. Wexford) to facilitate off shore wind generation of 

magnitude 800mw which will involve the location of an unspecified number of wind 

turbines at as yet unknown height and distance from the shore and grid connection. The 

investigative process does not concern Waterford City and County Council at this time but 

the matters /impacts of visual & coastal amenity, tourism, fisheries, mollusc cultivation 

areas, navigable channel, underwater archaeology, marine ecosystem, landfall point & 

associated infrastructural developments/requirements,  among other impacts and 

consideration will arise at the next stage of the process.  

 

In addition to the details set out in Section 3.9, Table 3-5 and Appendix  A & B of the 

Supporting Information Document, it is noted that there has been a recent application 

received  by the Dept of Housing, Planning and Local Government (File ref. FS006982 on 

behalf of Viridian (Energia) for Site Investigations for Windfarm off Helvic Head Waterford, 

600mw – 1000mw). Waterford City & County Council would ask that careful consideration 

be given to the likely significant cumulative and in-combination effects of FS006982 with 

projects identified by the SSE Renewables in the Supporting Information Document which 

would  fully inform future decision making with regard to all projects.  

 

The Planning Authority request that it is kept informed of investigation results and any pre-

planning will need to take into consideration the matters raised above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PLANNING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S MARINE ADVISOR  

 

Project Description 

This application is for site investigation works off the south and south east coast of Ireland 

to assess the suitability of an area for a wind farm development. The area of interest for the 

actual wind farm is beyond the 12 nautical mile limit and so not on state foreshore. 

However 2 possible cable routes traverse foreshore to the 12 mile limit. It is these cables 

routes that will be the subject of the site investigation works. The site investigation will 

include geophysical and geotechnical investigations with Sediment/Environment/Ecological 

sampling, surveying and monitoring. Full details of all the investigation, sampling, surveying 

and monitoring proposed are set out in the documents 1) Celtic Sea Array, Foreshore 

Licence Application for Marine Survey Work - Supporting Document and 2) Foreshore 

Licence Maps 1, 2 and 3. This area is also the subject to a similar application FS006982.  

Assessment 

An AA Screening and a Natura Impact Statement were submitted by the applicant which 

includes detailed method statements and assessment of impacts etc. It is my opinion that if 

the works are conducted in accordance with this document and the application documents 

submitted the works as proposed will have no significant effect on the environment, 

navigation, fishing or the public use of the foreshore. (Subject to confirmation by the MLVC).  

The works proposed are required to assess the suitability of the location for cables to 

support the development of wind energy and so the works are in the public interest.  

Recommendation 

I recommend approval of this application for a foreshore licence subject to the following; 

  Drawings Foreshore Licence Map 1, Drawing No: P2278-A2-LOC-001 Rev: D, Date: 

20/03/2019, Foreshore Licence Map 2, Drawing No: P2278-A2- LOC-002 Rev: C, Date: 

20/03/2019 and Foreshore Licence Map 3, Drawing No: P2278-A2-LOC-003 Rev: C, Date: 

20/03/2019 shall be attached to and referenced in the licence document, 

  The works shall be conducted in accordance with documents and drawings submitted by 

the applicant.  

 The Department shall be notified 2 weeks prior to any works proceeding. 

  The shore based or intertidal boreholes can only be completed with due regard to public 

safety and public use of the foreshore. No shore based or intertidal boreholes on foreshore 

shall be excavated during the months of June, July or August. Extreme caution must be 

exercised working on the shore or intertidal foreshore and priority shall be given to the 

public users of the foreshore at all times. Public access to the foreshore shall only be 

restricted in the direct vicinity of the bore hole. Appropriate signage and barriers shall be 

deployed. Boreholes shall only be back filled with the native excavated material. 



  Fishing gear and fishing operations shall not be interfered with or disturbed during the 

completion of the site investigation works. 

 


